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Project: To boost awareness of 

in-state hunting opportunities and 
increase hunting in Florida’s quota-
hunt management areas, with em-
phasis on identifying lapsed in-state 
hunters and encouraging use of a 
new guest permit, with the overall 
goal of overcoming a perception 
among Floridians that hunting is 
better out of state.

Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources—$66,200

Project: To produce an interac-
tive Web site so hunters can view all 
available hunting lands and other 
land features throughout Michi-
gan, with data layers consisting of 
aerial imagery, ownership, land use, 
cover, roads and more, and allowing 
hunters to input GPS coordinates of 
hunting camps or favorite locations 
to create a map. These and other 
feature will address the access chal-
lenge hunters face in Michigan.

Idaho Department of Fish & 
Game—$73,500

Project: To obtain long-term, 
secure access to land for hunters 
through the Access Yes! program 
that provides various types of 
compensation—monetary and 
otherwise—to landowners for al-
lowing access to and through their 
grounds; to recruit new landowners 
to the program, particularly own-
ers of corporate timberlands; and 
to pilot mentored youth hunts on 
leased property.

Twenty-six proposals from 21 
states were submitted to the Hunt-
ing Heritage Partnership judging 
committee of NSSF.

Formed in 1961, NSSF is the 
trade association for the firearms 
industry. Its mission to promote, 
protect and preserve hunting and 
the shooting sports.

FBI Background 
Checks for Firearm 
Purchases Hit 100 

Million
NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The 

Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the agency responsible for 
running the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check 
System (NICS), has announced 
the completion of the 100 mil-
lionth instant background check 
since the inception of NICS 10 
years ago. The announcement 
drew praise from the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) -- the trade association 
for the firearms industry -- and 
follows the continued surge of 
firearm sales across the country 
for the fifth straight month, ex-
tending a trend that began after 
the November elections.

“We congratulate FBI-NICS 
on this milestone,” said NSSF 
President Steve Sanetti. “For 10 
years and 100 million transac-
tions, the FBI-NICS team has 
minimized complications and 
delays of firearm purchases, 
thereby benefiting America’s 
retailers, law-abiding gun own-
ers and the general public.”

FBI background checks are 
required under federal law 
for all individuals purchasing 
firearms from federally licensed 
retailers. These checks help en-
sure that those prohibited by 
law from possessing firearms 
do not acquire them, and the 
checks further serve as a strong 
indicator of actual sales.

The NICS 100 millionth 
transaction corresponds with 

a 27.1 percent increase in fire-
arm sales for the first quarter 
of 2009 over the same quarter 
last year.

The timing of the record 
transaction overlapped with a 
celebration of the 10-year an-
niversary of NICS. NSSF Senior 
Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane 
joined FBI Director Robert S. 
Mueller III and West Virginia 
Gov. Joe Manchin III at a cer-
emony in West Virginia to con-
gratulate the FBI-NICS team. At 
the ceremony, Keane addressed 
the 100 millionth NICS check.

“As firearm sales continue 
to sky rocket across the country 
and the FBI-NICS team cel-
ebrates its 100 millionth trans-
action, the professionalism and 
outstanding customer service 
offered by FBI-NICS continues 
to flourish,” said Keane. “A 
sincere congratulations is due 
to our friends in law enforce-
ment.”

Firearms Industry 
to Offer Reward 

in Clarksdale, MS, 
Firearms Theft

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- As part 
of a national initiative to help curb 
the criminal acquisition and misuse 
of firearms, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) -- the 
trade association for the firearms 
industry -- has announced that it 
will match any rewards issued by 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) in 
a three-year-old robbery and mur-
der at the North Delta Gun Shop, 
located at 1002 Lee Drive in Clarks-
dale, MS.
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The matching reward payment 
by the NSSF will be granted only 
following payment of the initial ATF 
reward, which is up to $5,000 for in-
formation leading to the arrest and/
or conviction of those responsible 
for the crime.

“Our reward offer will assist 
ATF and local law enforcement in 
solving these heinous crimes against 
firearms retailers and lead to the re-
covery of stolen firearms before they 
can enter the illegal underground 
black market,” said NSSF Senior 
Vice President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane.

Anyone with information re-
garding the murder and robbery at 
the North Delta Gun Shop (Clarks-
dale, MS) should contact the ATF 
toll-free hotline at 1-888-ATF-TIPS 
(1-888-283-8477).

Firearm Sales 
Continue to Climb in 

March
NEWTOWN, Conn. -- Firearm 

sales continued to surge across 
the country for the fifth straight 
month, extending a trend that be-
gan after the November elections. 
The increase also follows recent 
comments by several high-profile 
members of the Obama administra-
tion about re-imposing permanently 
and expanding the ban on modern 
sporting rifles.

Data from the FBI’s Nation-
al Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS) show back-
ground checks on the sale of fire-
arms jumped 29.2 percent in March 
when compared to March 2008 and 
were up 27.1 percent for the first 
quarter of 2009 over the same quar-
ter last year.

The increase follows a 23 per-
cent rise in February, a 28 percent 
rise in January, a 24 percent rise 
in December and a 42 percent 
jump in November, when a record 

1,529,635 background checks were 
performed.

FBI background checks are re-
quired under federal law for all in-
dividuals purchasing firearms from 
federally licensed retailers. These 
checks serve as a strong indicator 
of actual sales.

Correspondingly, ammunition 
manufacturers are reporting record 
sales across the country as demand 
continues to outpace supply.

“Americans concerned about 
their ability to purchase many types 
of home defense, hunting and tar-
get shooting firearms in the future 
are continuing to purchase these 
products in record numbers today,” 
said NSSF President Steve Sanetti. 
“Along with this strong sales show-
ing, we’ve also seen increased 
participation in firearm safety and 
education programs such as NSSF 
First Shots.”

NICS reported 1,345,096 checks 
in March, up from 1,040,863 in the 
same month a year ago.

National Dog Bite 
Prevention Week—

prevention is the best 
cure for dog bites
— It’s estimated that 4.7 mil-

lion people are bitten by dogs 
every year. Fortunately, most dog 
bites are preventable through 
appropriate pet selection, proper 
training, responsible approaches 
to animal control, and education 
of dog owners and potential 
victims.

The American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AVMA) has 
joined with the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice (USPS), the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics (AAP), Ameri-
can Society of Plastic Surgeons 

(ASPS), The American Society 
for Reconstructive Microsurgery 
(ASRM), and The American So-
ciety of Maxillofacial Surgeons 
(ASMS) to celebrate National 
Dog Bite Prevention Week, May 
17-23, 2009. Children are the 
most common victims of dog 
bites, followed by the elderly and 
USPS employees.

“Approximately half of the 
800,000 Americans who receive 
medical attention for dog bites 
each year are children. And when 
a dog bites a child, the victim’s 
small size makes the bite more 
likely to result in a severe injury,” 
says Dr. James O. Cook, AVMA 
president.

Most dog bite injuries in 
young children occur during ev-
eryday activities interacting with 
familiar dogs. With the safety of 
children in mind, this year the 
AVMA is introducing The Blue 
Dog Parent Guide and CD, an 
educational tool aimed at teach-
ing children, 3 to 6 years old, and 
their parents how to avoid dog 
bite injuries.

“Research and professional 
experience tell us these incidents 
are largely preventable,” Dr. 
Cook says. “That’s why National 
Dog Bite Prevention Week and 
programs like The Blue Dog are 
so important. Teaching people 
how to communicate with and 
properly behave around dogs is 
the best cure for dog bites.”

“Pediatricians treat children 
with dog bites every day, and 
some are quite serious. These 
incidents can be dramatically 
reduced if children and parents 
know what to do,” says AAP 
president David T. Tayloe, Jr., 
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MD, FAAP.

Dr. Cinnamon Dixon, a pedi-
atrician specializing in pediatric 
emergency medicine, sees the life 
changing fear and trauma daily.

“There are over three times 
as many dog bites as traumatic 
brain injuries each year. Despite 
these statistics, a major deficiency 
in dog bite prevention education 
and research exists,” Dr. Dixon 
says.

Someone who knows just 
how traumatic dog bites can be 
is 17 year-old Kelly Voigt. Kelly 
was severely injured 10 years ago 
when a neighbor’s dog attacked 
her. She received more than 100 
stitches in her face and throat and 
was treated for post-traumatic 
stress disorder and depression.

Unfortunately, Kelly’s inju-
ries are not unusual.

“Children are frequently bit-
ten on the face, which can result 
in severe lacerations, infection 
or scarring,” said ASPS Presi-
dent John Canady, MD. “Plastic 
surgeons, who have the training 
to preserve and rearrange skin 
and tissue, performed more than 
16,000 reconstructive surgeries 
after dog bites last year. Follow-
ing these dog bite prevention tips 
and educating the public will 
help prevent attacks.”

One year after her injuries 
Kelly began teaching other chil-
dren how to stay safe around 
dogs. She developed programs 
for schools and founded the 
nonprofit organization, “Prevent 
the Bite.”

“Being attacked by a dog 
wasn’t a fun experience, but it 
allowed me to discover a strong 

desire to help others,” Kelly said. 
“It doesn’t matter how old you 
are; if you care about others, you 
can change the world.”

To kick off National Dog Bite 
Prevention Week, a press confer-
ence was held at the Whittier, 
California post office. Represen-
tatives from each of the partner-
ing organizations participated in 
the event which included a dem-
onstration on how to properly 
approach and interact with dogs. 
“Laddie” the ninth descendant 
of the dog that played “Lassie” 
in films and on TV was the star 
pupil.

“Employee and customer 
safety are always our number-
one concern,” said Postal Service 
Vice President and Consumer 
Advocate Delores J. Killette. 
“National Dog Bite Prevention 
Week is one of our most impor-
tant campaigns to help our em-
ployees and customers remain 
safe when they come in contact 
with man’s best friend.”

As part of its comprehen-
sive approach, the AVMA has 
developed a brochure, “What 
you should know about dog 
bite prevention,” which offers 
tips on how to avoid being bit-
ten, as well as what to do if you 
are bitten by a dog or your dog 
bites someone. Also offered by 
the AVMA is “A community ap-
proach to dog bite prevention,” a 
report intended to help state and 
local leaders develop effective 
dog bite prevention programs in 
their communities. For more in-
formation on National Dog Bite 
Prevention Week and to access 
the brochure and community 
guidelines online, visit http://
www.avma.org/public_health/

dogbite/.

Important dog bite injury 
prevention tips include:

    * When selecting a pet, 
choose a dog that is good match 
for your family and lifestyle. 
Consult your veterinarian for 
assistance.

    * Socialize your pet. Gradu-
ally expose your puppy to a vari-
ety of people and other animals 
so it feels at ease in different situ-
ations; continue this exposure as 
your dog gets older. Don’t put 
your dog in a situation where it 
feels threatened or teased.

    * Train your dog. Obedience 
training helps dogs understand 
what is expected of them and 
builds a bond of trust between 
dogs and owner.

    * Avoid playing aggressive 
games with your dog.

    * Keep your dog healthy. 
Vaccinate your dog against rabies 
and other preventable infectious 
diseases. Health care is impor-
tant because how your dog feels 
affects how it behaves.

    * Neuter your pet. Science 
suggests neutered dogs may be 
less likely to bite.

    * Never leave a baby or 
small child alone with a dog.

    * Teach your child to ask a 
dog owner for permission before 
petting any dog.

    * Let a strange dog sniff you 
or your child before touching it, 
and pet it gently, avoiding the 
face and tail.

    * Never bother a dog if it 
is sleeping, eating or caring for 
puppies.
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    * Do not run past a dog.

    * If a dog threatens you, 
remain calm. Avoid eye contact. 
Stand still or back away slowly 
until the dog leaves. If you are 
knocked down, curl into a ball 
and protect your face with your 
arms and fists.

    * If bitten, request proof 
of rabies vaccination from the 
dog’s owner, get the owner’s 
name and contact informa-
tion, and contact the dog’s 
veterinarian to check vaccina-
tion records. Then immediately 
consult your doctor. Clean bite 
wound(s) with soap and water 
as soon as possible.

For more information, visit 
the AVMA website at www.
avma.org.

AVMA supports 
annual vision 

checkup for service 
animals

— The American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AVMA) 
Executive Board has voted 
unanimously to support the 
generous outpouring of time 
and expertise of the American 
College of Veterinary Ophthal-
mologists (ACVO), which is 
sponsoring free eye exams for 
America’s service dogs.

During the week of May 3, 
2009, more than 160 board-cer-
tified veterinary ophthalmolo-
gists will donate their skills to 
provide eye examinations to 
service dogs across the United 
States and Canada. These exams 
will be provided free to service 
dog owners or agents during 
this event. The charitable event 
was launched and is continued 
by ACVO members.

“The American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists is 
proud to offer these eye exams 
to service dogs. It is our way of 
saying thank you to these ca-
nine heroes who work so hard 
to help so many,” explains Dr. 
Bill Miller of the ACVO.

“I know that every member 
of the AVMA believes strongly 
that anything veterinarians can 
do to support the service dog 
community will come back 
tenfold in the dedication these 
dogs and their owners have to 
serving humanity,” explains Dr. 
James O. Cook, AVMA presi-
dent. “It’s anticipated that these 
free eye exams will help pre-
vent diseases in these animals 
that serve such an important 
role in the lives of their owners 
and society. Service dogs are 
one of the finest examples of 
how animals improve the lives 
of people.”

A service dog is a dog that 
has been expertly trained to 
support some segment of so-
ciety with a special need. This 
includes service to those people 
with disabilities, such as visual 
or hearing impairment, search 
and rescue animals, police dogs, 
and dogs who perform duties 
in the service of their country—
military dogs—many of whom 
are now or will be serving in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

For more information, please 
visit www.avma.org or http://
www.acvoeyeexam.org/
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News From Ducks Unlimited

John Pope elected Ducks 
Unlimited president
DENVER, Colo. – May 23, 2009 

– Ducks Unlimited ushered in a 
new era at its National Convention 
in Denver this week as delegates 
elected longtime volunteer John R. 
Pope of Jacksonville, Fla., as DU’s 
40th president. Pope will follow in 
the footsteps of Bruce Lewis, who is 
now chairman of the board.

John Pope”It is a great honor 
and it is with a great sense of awe 
that I stand here this morning as 
your president,” said Pope. “I am 
deeply humbled and promise to 
lead Ducks Unlimited in the proud 
traditions of its history and the 
many men who held this distinction 
as well.”

As president, Pope said he plans 
to continue DU’s progress with its 
continental campaign, Wetlands 
for Tomorrow, while bolstering ef-
forts to Rescue the Duck Factory 
by conserving waterfowl breeding 
habitat on the prairies. In his ac-
ceptance speech, Pope called on DU 
volunteers to rally around the cause, 
hearkening back to DU’s founding 
during the Great Depression.

“From its earliest days, this or-
ganization has been built on 
personal relationships and 
the overall support of its 
volunteers, who all work 
for the ducks and their 
habitat,” said Pope.

During his tenure, Pope 
explained that he plans to 
emphasize teamwork be-
tween staff and volunteers, 
increase event attendance 
through recruitment and 
mentoring and continue to 
expand DU’s involvement 
in the policy arena. Most 
of all, Pope says he hopes 
to help achieve DU’s vi-
sion “to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever.”

Since Pope first joined 
DU in 1983, he has served 
as district chairman, state 
chairman, regional vice 
president and senior vice 
president. A University of 

Florida graduate, Pope, 61, resides 
in Jacksonville with his wife, Jane, 
and works as a financial adviser 
with Raymond James Financial 
Services.

“This is an exciting time for 
Ducks Unlimited,” said Don Young, 
DU’s executive vice president. 

“We’re fortunate to have a strong 
cadre of volunteer leaders, and 
with John Pope at the helm, he will 
no doubt continue that tradition 
of excellence. John’s knowledge 
of the organization, married with 
his passion for the mission and his 
financial expertise, will serve Ducks 
Unlimited well over the next two 
years and beyond.”

With more than a million sup-
porters, Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest and most effective 
wetlands and waterfowl conserva-
tion organization with more than 12 
million acres conserved. The United 
States alone has lost more than half 
of its original wetlands – nature’s 
most productive ecosystem – and 
continues to lose more than 80,000 
wetland acres each year.

Chris Jennings 901.483.9980 
cjennings@ducks.org

Laura Houseal 901.758.3764 
lhouseal@ducks.org

Statement from 
Ducks Unlimited 
on administration 

support for Clean Water 
Restoration Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. – May 
22, 2009 – The following is a state-
ment Ducks Unlimited Director of 
Conservation Operations, Dr. Scott 
Yaich, issued in response to a letter 
sent by the secretaries of agricul-
ture and interior, the administrator 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the chair of the White 
House Council on Environmental 
Quality and the chairs of the Sen-
ate Environment and Public Works 
Committee and House Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure Committee 
supporting restoration of Clean 
Water Act protection to more than 
20 million acres of wetlands across 
the United States.
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Source: Russ Taylor”Ducks 
Unlimited is pleased to see this 
support for cleaner water from 
the president’s administration. We 
applaud their strong, clear stance 
on this issue, which is a top policy 
priority for American sportsmen,” 
said Yaich. “The proposed legisla-
tive restoration of Clean Water Act 
protections for wetlands and other 
waters also contains guarantees that 
America’s farmers and ranchers can 
continue to work their land as they 
have for decades. The restoration 
of protections lost in 2001 is critical 
to ensure that our waters will be 
shielded from pollutants and that 
our wetlands will continue to pro-
vide fish and wildlife habitat for 
generations to come.

“Ducks Unlimited looks for-
ward to continuing work with 
Congress and the administration to 
advance the Clean Water Restora-
tion Act and restore protections to 
wetlands and streams that provide 
our drinking water, restore our 
aquifers and provide habitat for 
America’s wildlife and places for 
millions of people to enjoy our fish 
and wildlife resources.”

For more information on the 
Clean Water Restoration Act, please 

visit Ducks Unlimited’s Clean Water 
Action Center at www.ducks.org/
cleanwater.

With more than a million sup-
porters, Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest and most effective 
wetlands and waterfowl conserva-
tion organization and has conserved 
more than 12 million acres. The 
United States alone has lost more 
than half of its original wetlands – 
nature’s most productive ecosystem 
– and continues to lose more than 
80,000 wetland acres important to 
waterfowl each year.

Neil Shader nshader@ducks.
org 202.347.1530

 

Ducks Unlimited Calls 
on Congress to Protect 

Sportsmen’s Investment
Chief Biologist supports in-

creasing value of Duck Stamp, 
allowing more investment in con-
servation

WASHINGTON – May 13, 2009 
– Ducks Unlimited Chief Biologist 
Dale Humburg recommended a 
change to a popular and effective 
conservation initiative to the House 
Natural Resources Committee: 
increase the value of the Federal 
Duck Stamp.

The price of the stamp has 
not increased since 1991, when it 
was set at the current level of $15.  
However, skyrocketing land prices 
have greatly diminished the buy-
ing power of the stamp in recent 
years, prompting several attempts 
to adjust the price.  The most recent 
proposal from Congressmen John 
Dingell (Mich.) and Rob Wittman 
(Va.) would increase the price to 
$25 for the 2010-11 waterfowling 
season.

“Raising the price to $25 brings 
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the cost of the stamp about equal 
with the buying power of the $15 
stamp in 1991, once you adjust for 
inflation,” said Humburg. “Com-
pare that to the 300% increase in 
land values that we are seeing in 
Minnesota, one of the breeding hot 
spots.”

The Federal Duck Stamp, which 
is required for all waterfowl hunters 
age 16 and older, was introduced in 
1934. Funds from sales of the stamp 
have conserved more than 5 million 
acres of waterfowl breeding, migrat-
ing, and wintering habitat across the 
United States. 

“Waterfowlers have invested 
more than $760 million into the Fed-
eral Duck Stamp – and it needs to re-
main a viable conservation tool if we 
are going to protect that investment 
into the future,” said Humburg. “In 
order to ensure that we can continue 
to protect waterfowl habitat, there 
must be an increase to the buying 
power of the Duck Stamp.”

“If we increase the stamp by, 
$10 we could conserve an additional 
16,000 acres of prime waterfowl 
habitat in just the next year,” said 
Humburg.

With more than a million sup-
porters, Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest and most effective 
wetland and waterfowl conserva-
tion organization and has conserved 
more than 12 million acres. The 
United States alone has lost more 
than half of its original wetlands - 
nature’s most productive ecosystem 
- and continues to lose more than 
80,000 wetland acres important to 
waterfowl each year.

Neil Shader nshader@ducks.org 
202.347.1530

Federal budget contains 
mixed news for 

sportsmen
Conservation leaders meet with 

Obama administration to discuss 

wildlife needs

WASHINGTON, D.C. – May 
7, 2009 – The president’s budget 
contains both positive and poten-
tially dubious news for sportsmen, 
according to Ducks Unlimited. 
Today’s budget request calls for 
increased funding for wetlands and 
waterfowl habitat programs, but 
also limits funding for incentives 
to allow public hunting and fishing 
access on private lands.

“It was what you might call in 
hunting a ‘mixed bag,’” said Scott 
Sutherland, director of govern-
mental affairs for Ducks Unlimited. 
“We were very pleased to see that 
significant increases to programs 
like the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act are included, but 
also discouraged at the changes that 
were proposed to limit access to 
lands enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program.”

The North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act retains the $10 mil-
lion increase that had been released 
with the budget summary that was 
announced in February. Increases 
were also recommended for other 
habitat programs like the National 
Wildlife Refuge System and the 
Grasslands Reserve Program.

However, the budget request 
restricts the popular and effective 
Conservation Reserve Program. In 
the request, there is a prohibition on 
federal incentives for landowners 
to open their land to public hunt-
ing and fishing if similar incentives 
were provided by a state. The Wild-
life Habitat Incentive Program also 
was cut to half its previous alloca-
tion, and the struggling Wetlands 
Reserve Program was cut from 
previous levels.

“This restriction on the Open 
Fields provision of the 2008 Farm 
Bill moves away from the intent 
to provide better access for hunt-
ers and anglers,” said Sutherland. 
“We’re concerned that it also will 

discourage farmers and ranchers 
from enrolling their land in the 
Conservation Reserve Program to 
begin with.”

In addition to the budget rollout, 
the Obama administration met with 
Ducks Unlimited and other groups 
today to discuss how wetland loss 
and climate change could affect 
America’s hunters and anglers. Also 
on the agenda for the meeting with 
the Council on Environmental Qual-
ity Chair Nancy Sutley were chal-
lenges facing sportsmen in terms of 
energy and habitat.

“It was a good meeting with 
Chairwoman Sutley and her team. 
We are very pleased to learn more 
about their approaches to solv-
ing the issues facing sportsmen,” 
said Sutherland. “Sportsmen are 
major players in the U.S. economy, 
contributing more than $76 bil-
lion every year, much of it to rural 
economies.”

Sutley announced that the presi-
dent’s budget contained $133 mil-
lion for wildlife adaptation affected 
by climate change. Also discussed 
were threats facing America’s drink-
ing water and wetlands resulting 
from the loss of protections for 
geographically isolated wetlands. 
A bill to restore those protections, 
the Clean Water Restoration Act, 
is set to be voted on by the Senate 
Environment and Public Works 
Committee on May 14.

With more than a million sup-
porters, Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest and most effective 
wetland and waterfowl conserva-
tion organization and has conserved 
more than 12 million acres. The 
United States alone has lost more 
than half of its original wetlands - 
nature’s most productive ecosystem 
- and continues to lose more than 
80,000 wetland acres important to 
waterfowl each year.

Neil Shader nshader@ducks.org 
202.347.1530
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Pheasant Forever

Commentary From 
Scott Rall on new MN 
Outdoor Amendment’s 
treatment at the Capital

Rall is a lifetime member of 
Pheasants Forever and currently 
serves as the president of the Nobles 
County chapter of PF.

Rall is a member of the Les-
sard-Sams Outdoor Heritage 
Council & President of Nobles 
County (MN) PF

When the clock struck 
the bewitching hour the Min-
nesota Legislature called it a 
year. What a year it was. I can 
not envy begin to understand 
the big budget issues and 
what happened there but I do 
understand what happened to 
the Lessard Outdoor Heritage 
Councils recommendations. 
My eyes have gotten opened 
much wider as a result of my 
participation in the Lessard 
process. More so than all of the 
other politicking that I have 
observed.

The citizens can take stock 
in the fact that the funding recom-
mendation that we submitted were 
approved almost exactly as we 
presented them. $69,000,000 will 
be pouring in to the landscape in 
the form of more Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas, More Aquatic Man-
agement areas, and more Federal 
Waterfowl Production Areas. This 
is great news. All of these projects 
will increase the amount of game 
and fish in Minnesota. The key thing 
to remember about the dedicated 
funding amendment was that this 
was passed as a game and fish 

habitat bill.

Game and fish habitat is just 
that. Habitat for game species like 
pheasants, deer, and ducks is what 
this amendment was founded on. If 
you do a good job on game habitat 
all of the other non-game species 
get to come along for the ride. Song-
birds, shorebirds, and a whole host 
of other animals live and thrive in 
those same habitats. I really love 

it when you can get multiple ben-
efits from a single project. There is 
several million dollars that will go 
toward coldwater stream improve-
ments for the benefit of fish species 
like trout. Trout Unlimited will be 
spearheading this effort.

When I saw the House amend-
ments to our recommendations that 
were floating around a month ago I 
was really worried. There were jobs 
incentives, dispersion requirements, 
unworkable limits on reasonable 
expenditures and a whole host of 
other completely non-related issues. 
In the end the conference committee 

ended up with a very solid piece of 
legislation. There was one pretty 
serious under current that will have 
to be addressed in the near term and 
that is the fact the house changed 
our definitions of protects, enhances 
and restores? The council worked 
for the first several weeks to come 
up with their definition of these 
terms and how they best suited the 
promotion of game and fish habitat. 
Remember this is a game and fish 
habitat amendment. That statement 
bears repeating. This is a game and 
fish habitat amendment!

The council is full of folks that 
are very knowledgeable in the con-

servation of natural resources. 
These are people in the field do-
ing this type of work and doing 
it very successfully. The House 
changed the definitions from a 
game and fish habitat emphasis 
to a holistic ecosystem manage-
ment emphasis. What this change 
means it that when selecting 
projects for future funding that 
the entire ecosystem outcome 
is the most important. I really 
wonder with all of the issues that 
surround a potential project if 
the ability even exists to manage 
a project and make priority rec-
ommendations with definitions 
that are so vague that it could be 
challenged by just about anybody 
that it fails in one way or another 

to protect an entire ecosystem.

This change in definitions al-
lows for a much broader inter-
pretation of what these funds can 
be spent on and that worries me 
greatly. One example might go 
like this, a multi-pool flood control 
project in a uptown business disrtict 
area might be really good for the 
ecosystem overall but offers little 
in the way of game and fish habi-
tat. The ecosystem might benefit 
greatly but game and fish benefit 
very little due to the location of the 
project. Can you see the possible 
misdirection of game and fish funds 
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that these definition changes could 
make? It really is a very big deal 
that falls under the radar screen 
of most Minnesotans’. In the end 
the council was allowed to use 
the game and fish definitions 
for its recommendations for 
the next funding cycle with the 
understanding that definition 
issue will be negotiated in the 
future. In the mean time it is up 
to every sportsman and women 
who cares about the resources to 
tell the power brokers to leave 
resource management up to 
wildlife biologists and not to try 
to be another politician push-
ing their own personal agenda. 
There is no way that these funds 
should come down to a fight 
between game, fish, and wild-
life habitat and all of the public 
recreation oppertunities that go 
with them and some eco-system 
grand scheme. Recreational op-
pertunities include hunting, fish-
ing, birdwatching, berry picking, 
snowmobile and atv access and 
a whole host of other outdoor 
experiences.

It’s the first of 25 years of 
dedicated funding and the first 
one is the most important. This is 
and will continue to be a bumpy 
road on the way success but after 
year one the entire ship seems to 
pointed in the right direction.

Rall is a member of the Les-
sard-Sams Outdoor Heritage 
Council & President of Nobles 
County (MN) PF

Scott Rall rall@frontiernet.
net

Pheasant Habitat in 
Washington State Dealt 

Legislative Win
Habitat authority increased 

for Eastern WA Pheasant En-
hancement Program

Pheasants Forever is pleased 
with the State of Washington’s 
decision to increase authority 
for the dollar amount the Wash-
ington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife can spend on pheasant 
habitat projects via the Eastern 
Washington Pheasant Enhance-
ment Program.

The Eastern Washington 
Pheasant Enhancement Program 
was created over a decade ago 
as a dedicated funding source 
to improve pheasant hunting in 
eastern Washington and is main-
tained by a dedicated percentage 
of small game license fees. As 
previously stipulated, 80 percent 
of the funds have been used for 
releasing pheasants on lands that 
are open for public access, with 
the balance of the money avail-
able for pheasant enhancement 
grants to private organizations, 
individuals, and state or federal 
agencies. As part of HB 1778, that 
stipulation has been removed, 
meaning a higher percentage 
of the dollars from the account 
can be spent on habitat projects 
which hold larger benefits for 
pheasants and other wildlife, as 
well as hunters.

Last year, approximately 
$270,000 was spent in Washing-
ton on the release of pheasants 
from the Eastern Washington 
Pheasant Enhancement Account, 
while approximately $32,000 
went to habitat. “That differ-
ence is staggering,” said Kraig 
Paulson, PF Field Representa-

tive in Washington, “While we 
understand the Eastern Wash-
ington Pheasant Enhancement 
Program will still release pheas-
ants to provide opportunities 
for hunters, we’re pleased that 
going forward, there will be an 
increased emphasis on the habi-
tat component of the program. 
Habitat restoration and enhance-
ment should be the chief focus in 
improving pheasant populations 
and thus hunting opportunities 
over the long term.”

HB 1778 also increases spend-
ing authority for the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
outside of the Pheasant Manage-
ment Focus Area in southeast 
Washington (portions of Whit-
man, Walla Walla, Columbia, and 
Garfield counties), allowing for 
up to $100,000 to go to habitat 
enhancement in Grant, Franklin 
and Adams Counties.

“My thanks to the Pheasants 
Forever chapters in Washington 
and those who supported these 
measures,” Paulson added, “Part 
of creating habitat is giving our 
natural resources a voice in the 
halls of the legislature, and we 
did that this session.”

For more information on PF 
in Washington, to start a chapter 
or join one of the state’s existing 
chapters contact Kraig Paulson 
at (360)353-8200 or via email at 
kpaulson@pheasantsforever.
org.

Since 1989, Washington’s 
12 PF chapters and 1,600 PF 
members have spent over $1.3 
million to complete over 1,400 
wildlife habitat projects benefit-
ing over 71,000 Washington acres 
for pheasants, quail and other 
wildlife.
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Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever are non-profit conserva-
tion organizations dedicated to 
the protection and enhancement 
of pheasant, quail, and other 
wildlife populations in North 
America through habitat im-
provement, land management, 
public awareness, and education. 
PF/QF has more than 130,000 
members in 700 local chapters 
across the continent.

Anthony Hauck (651)209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsforever.
org
Pheasants Forever: Keep CRP 

off CPR
PF is anxiously waiting for 

USDA to announce a new CRP 
General Sign Up

Demand for conservation 
programs remains strong, new 
CRP general signup needed

Recently, the USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency announced that 
certain landowners would be of-
fered the opportunity to extend 
their Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) contracts – which to-
tals 1.5 million acres out of the 3.9 
million acres expiring from the 
program this September. Pheas-
ants Forever (PF) and Quail For-
ever (QF) were pleased with the 
announcement, but are anxious 
for USDA to quickly follow up 

with an an-
nouncement 
of the next 
CRP general 
signup and 
eligibility cri-
teria for ex-
piring CRP 
contracts.

“ P r e s i -
dent Obama 
a n d  A g r i -

culture Secretary Vilsack have 
stated they are committed to 
safeguarding the nation’s natural 
resources,” said Dave Nomsen, 
PF/QF Vice President of Govern-
ment Affairs, “Extending certain 
CRP contracts was a positive 
first step, but the Conservation 
Reserve Program is at a serious 
crossroads. Nothing would sig-
nify the administration’s com-
mitment more than re-strength-
ening the most successful federal 
conservation program in modern 
history.”

A general CRP signup is 
currently not scheduled during 
fiscal year 2009. Approximately 
3.9 million CRP acres expired 
in 2007 and 2008, and over the 
course of the next five years, 
over 20 million acres are slated to 
expire from the program. “We’re 
talking about the livelihood of 
the program,” Nomsen added, 
“CRP has, by protecting highly-
erodible and other environmen-
tally-sensitive land, created im-
measurable wildlife, soil, water 
and air quality benefits since 
1985. It would be irresponsible 
for us to allow those gains to 
slip away. Marginal farmland is 
still marginal farmland, so in our 
eyes a new general CRP signup 
is an absolute necessity.”

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever would also like to see an 
improved job from USDA of pro-
moting to landowners the avail-
able opportunities to enroll expir-
ing CRP acres into the Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CCRP) and other conservation 
programs.

And critical conservation prac-
tices (CP) under the umbrella of 
CRP, including CP-33 (bobwhite 
buffers) and CP-38 (State Acres For 
wildlife Enhancement, or SAFE) 
are shut down or nearly fully 
subscribed in certain states. “SAFE 
is no longer available in states 
like South Dakota and Minnesota 
and SAFE programs in Nebraska, 
Iowa and Missouri are nearly fully 
subscribed,” Nomsen said, “This 
goes to show that demand is still 
strong for conservation programs. 
USDA needs to address acreage 
allocation for SAFE. Allocations 
need to be adjusted so there is an 
option for new enrollments and 
also for expiring CRP contracts 
later this year.”

For more information about 
CRP and other FSA programs, 
please visit your county FSA office 
or http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever are non-profit conserva-
tion organizations dedicated to 
the protection and enhancement 
of pheasant, quail, and other 
wildlife populations in North 
America through habitat improve-
ment, land management, public 
awareness, and education. PF/QF 
has 130,000 members in 700 local 
chapters across the continent.

Anthony Hauck 
651-209-4972 AHauck@pheas-

antsforever.org


