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The TWRC’s next meeting will 

be June 17-18 in Nashville at the 
Ray Bell Building.

Texas
TPWD Dove season 

Framework Gets 
Commission approval
AUSTIN, Texas — Changes pro-

posed for the 2009-2010 Texas dove 
season, including a 70-day season 
and 15-bird daily bag statewide, 
received approval from the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission.

The season framework change 
is part of a new adaptive harvest 
management regulations pack-
age developed for the 14 states, 
including Texas, within the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Central 
Management Unit.

Additionally, the commission 
approved moving the South Zone 
dove season opening the Friday 
nearest Sept. 20, but no earlier than 
the 17th. This year the season will 
open Sept. 18 if approved by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
late June.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment received relatively little 
input, although overwhelmingly 
supportive of the changes, during 
the public comment phase. Less 
than 100 comments were received 
via email or through the agency’s 
online public comment survey and 
32 comments during nearly two 
dozen public meetings around 
the state.

If authorized under federal 
guidelines, Texas dove season 
in the North and Central Dove 
Zones will run from Tuesday, Sept. 
1 through Sunday, Oct. 25 and 
reopen Saturday, Dec. 26 through 
Sunday, Jan. 9, with a 15-bird bag 
and not more than two white-
tipped doves.

The South Zone dove season 
will run Sept. 18-Nov. 3, reopen-

ing Dec. 26-Jan. 17 with a 15-bird 
bag and not more than two white-
tipped doves. Possession limit is 
twice the daily bag for all migra-
tory game birds except light geese, 
which currently does not have a 
possession limit.

The Special South Texas White-
winged Dove Area will open to 
white-winged dove afternoon-
only (noon to sunset) hunting 
the first two full weekends in 
September running from Sept. 5-6 
and 12-13 and reopen when the 
regular South Zone season begins 
on Friday, Sept. 18 through Tues-
day, Nov. 3 and again from Satur-
day, Dec. 26 through Wednesday, 
Jan. 13. The Special White-winged 
Dove Area season takes four of 
the allowable 70 days, so when 
the regular season opens, this area 
most close four days earlier than 
the rest of the South Zone. The 
daily bag limit is 15 birds, not more 
than four mourning doves during 
the first two weekend splits and 2 
white-tipped doves. Once the gen-
eral season opens, the aggregate 
bag limit will be 15.

The Service is also reviewing a 
proposal to give TPWD the option 
to adjust a portion of the boundary 
of the Special White-winged Dove 
Area. This change would remove 
portions of Jim Hogg and Starr 
counties and also received com-
mission approval.

TPWD is making no changes to 
other early migratory game bird 
seasons other than to reflect cal-
endar shifts.

If Texas gets a 16-day September 
teal season, the dates will be Sept. 
12-27, while a nine-day season will 
run Sept. 19-27.

The season for rail and gallinule 
is Sept. 12-27 and Oct. 31-Dec. 23; 
for snipe, Oct. 31-Feb. 14; and for 
woodcock, Dec. 18-Jan. 31.

Commission approves 
Public Hunting on 44 

state Park sites
AUSTIN, Texas — Nearly half of 

the sites in the Texas State Parks 
system will conduct public hunts 
during the 2009-2010 hunting sea-
son. The Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission approved scheduled 
hunts on 44 state park units at its 
May 28 public hearing.

Most of the state parks approved 
for public hunting will be offered 
through the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s computer 
drawings for a variety of game 
and hunting options, including 
new youth opportunities. Selected 
hunting opportunities on state 
parks comprise 1,676 hunt posi-
tions, including 253 for youth, 
out of nearly 5,000 total positions 
available in this year ’s special 
drawings for hunts on public 
lands in Texas.

Three new park units are includ-
ed in this year’s offerings: Palo 
Duro Canyon State Park, Lake 
Texana State Park and Stephen 
F. Austin State Park. Three other 
units are returning to the hunt 
schedule, including: Pedernales 
Falls State Park, Pedernales Falls 
SP Annex and Mother Neff State 
Park. A complete summary of ap-
proved state park hunts, including 
hunt type and date, is available on 
the TPWD Web site.

Other state parks where public 
hunts will take place are: Atlanta; 
Big Bend Ranch; Brazos Bend; 
Caprock Canyons; Choke Canyon 
— North Shore Unit; Colorado 
Bend; Cooper Lake — South Sul-
phur Unit; Copper Breaks; Davis 
Mountains; Devil’s River; Devil’s 
Sinkhole; Enchanted Rock; Fair-
field Lake; Fort Boggy; Garner; 
Guadalupe River; Guadalupe 
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River Bauer Unit; Hill Country; 
Honey Creek; Huntsville; Inks 
Lake/Longhorn Caverns; Kicka-
poo Caverns; Lake Bob Sandlin; 
Lake Brownwood; Lake Mineral 
Wells; Lake Somerville Birch Creek 
and Nails Creek; Lake Whitney; 
Lost Maples; Martin Dies Jr., 
Possum Kingdom; Purtis Creek; 
Resaca de la Palma; San Angelo; 
Sea Rim; Seminole Canyon; South 
Llano and Tony Houseman.

To minimize conflicts between 
park user groups, public hunts are 
offered during off-peak visitation 
periods, typically on weekdays 
in the winter months. A number 
of youth hunts are scheduled 
during school holidays. During 
these events, signs are posted at 
parks alerting visitors that a hunt 
is in progress. The public is urged 
to contact the park or check the 
hunting calendar posted online 
before heading out during hunt-
ing season.

Applications for special draw-
ing hunts to be conducted on 
state parks, wildlife management 
areas and other TPWD-managed 
properties during the 2009-2010 
season will be available in early 
July from TPWD headquarters 
and field offices, and posted on 
the TPWD Web site. Each hunt’s 
application fee ranges from $3 to 
$10 for adults and is free to youth, 
who must be accompanied by an 
adult hunter.

Deadlines to apply for TPWD 
public hunts are as follows:

    * Alligator, Youth Only Alliga-
tor — August 5, 2009

    * Prong-horned Antelope — 
August 12, 2009

    * Archery Deer, Archery Mule 
Deer, and Archery Exotic — Au-
gust 12, 2009

    * Private Lands Management 
Either Sex, Private Lands Antler-
less/Spike- August 12, 2009

    * Gun Deer (Either-Sex, Ant-
lerless/Spike, Youth Only Either 
Sex, Youth Only Antlerless/Spike, 
Management Buck, and Youth 
Only Management), and Mule 
Deer — September 3, 2009

    * Javelina, Youth Only Javelina 
and Guided Deer Hunt Packages 
— October 6, 2009

    * Guided Gemsbok Hunt Pack-
ages and Exotic Only — October 
6, 2009

    * Guided Bighorn Sheep Hunt 
— November 4, 2009

    * Feral Hog, Youth Only Exotic 
and Youth Only Feral Hog — No-
vember 4, 2009

    * Youth Only Spring Turkey, 
Spring Turkey, and Guided Scim-
itar-Horned Oryx Hunt Package- 
November 4, 2009

Many parks will also provide 
hunting opportunities as part of 
the department’s Annual Public 
Hunting Permit program, which 
offers purchasers of the $48 per-
mit hunting access to more than 
one million acres throughout the 
state.

Among the hunting opportuni-
ties available to permit holders 
are leased small game-hunting 
units, primarily for dove. Many of 
these hunting sites are leased from 
private landowners within close 
proximity to major urban areas. 
The permit also provides access to 
hunting for other species, includ-
ing deer, feral hogs, waterfowl and 
small game.

The $48 Annual Public Hunting 
Permit is available for the 2009-2010 
seasons on Aug. 15. Permits can 
be purchased wherever hunting 
and fishing licenses are sold. Map 
booklets detailing public hunting 
units can be viewed on the depart-
ment’s Web site beginning August 
15. Drawn hunt information can 
also be found on the department’s 
Web site. Drawn Hunt booklets and 

web information will be available 
late June. For public hunting infor-
mation or to request a free Drawn 
Hunt booklet, please call Wildlife 
Information at 800/792-1112, op-
tion 5 Monday-Friday, 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm.

TPWD announces 
Proposed Waterfowl 
season Framework

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas will 
likely revert this fall to the stan-
dard 74-day season and six bird 
daily bag limit framework for 
ducks during the general water-
fowl seasons. The department is 
proposing dates and bag limit pos-
sibilities based on a liberal season 
package, pending authorization 
of the federal framework for the 
Central Flyway by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

Texas has the option this year 
of taking the duck season to the 
last Sunday in January, however, 
TPWD staff is recommending a 
return to the Sunday nearest Jan. 
20 due to biological concerns.

TPWD is recommending the 
High Plains Mallard Management 
Unit waterfowl season run Satur-
day and Sunday, Oct. 24 — 25 and 
Friday, Oct. 30 through Sunday, 
Jan. 24, with a youth-only season 
of Saturday/Sunday, Oct. 17-18.

The proposed season for the 
North and South Zones would 
run concurrently Saturday, Oct. 
31 through Sunday, Nov. 29 and 
Saturday, Dec. 12 through Sunday, 
Jan. 24, with a youth-only season 
of Saturday/Sunday, Oct. 24-25 to 
avoid conflict with the youth deer 
season.

The daily bag limit statewide 
would be six ducks, with the 
following species and sex restric-
tions: five mallards (of which only 
two may be hens), three wood 
ducks, two scaup, two redheads, 
one pintail, one canvasback, and 
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one “dusky duck” (mottled duck, 
Mexican-like duck, black duck and 
their hybrids).

“There still remains the outside 
chance that pintail, canvasback 
and mottled ducks could have a 
season within a season structure 
or a 39 day season within the 74 
days allowed,” said Dave Mor-
rison, TPWD waterfowl program 
leader.

The season dates TPWD is pro-
posing for the Western Goose 
Zone are Saturday, Nov. 7 through 
Sunday, Feb. 7. The daily bag limit 
is 20 light geese in the aggregate 
and four Canada geese and one 
white-fronted goose. Possession 
limit is twice the daily bag limit 
for dark geese and no possession 
limit on light geese.

Proposed dates for the Eastern 
Goose Zone are Saturday, Oct. 31 
through Sunday, Jan. 24 for light 
geese and Canada geese and Sat-
urday, Oct. 31 through Sunday, 
Jan. 10 for white-fronted geese. 
The daily bag limit is 20 light 
geese in the aggregate and three 
Canada geese and two white-
fronted geese.

“Texas is allowed a maximum 
of 107 days for Canada and light 
goose hunting,” Morrison ex-
plained. “As in the past we are 
suggesting a season that has fewer 
days than allowed by federal 
framework to take advantage of 
the Light Goose Conservation Or-
der and begin this special manage-
ment practice on the day after the 
regular duck seasons close.”

White-fronted geese may be 
hunted for only 72 days. All goose 
seasons would open concurrent 
with duck season but the white-
fronted goose season in the East-
ern Zone would close two weeks 
earlier because of the difference 
in total number of days allowed 
for hunting.

The dates being considered for 
the Light Goose Conservation 
Order are Monday, Feb. 8 through 
Sunday, Mar. 28 in the Western 
Goose Zone and Monday, Jan. 25 
through Sunday, Mar. 28 in the 
Eastern Goose Zone. These dates 
open the Light Goose Conserva-
tion Order the day following the 
close of the regular duck or goose 
season.

Federal frameworks allow san-
dhill crane hunting in Texas be-
tween Sept. 1 and Feb. 28. Texas is 
allowed up to 93 days of sandhill 
crane hunting in Zones A and B 
and up to 37 days in Zone C.

The recommended sandhill 
crane season dates for Zone A are 
Saturday, Nov. 7 through Sunday, 
Feb. 7 with a daily bag limit of 
three birds.

The season opening in Zone B is 
delayed about 3 weeks after Zone 
A opens to give whooping cranes 
that might be migrating through 
the zone adequate time to move 
through before sandhill crane 
season begins. TPWD is proposing 
Zone B season to run Friday, Nov. 
27 through Sunday, Feb. 7 with a 
daily bag limit of three birds.

Zone C does not open until 
late December to give whooping 
cranes adequate time to get to 
the Aransas area and the pro-
posed dates are Saturday, Dec. 26 
through Sunday, Jan. 24 with a 
daily bag limit of two birds.

Since the limited comments re-
ceived during scoping at the vari-
ous public hearings indicated the 
opening of the Light Goose Con-
servation Order should begin the 
day after the duck season closes, 
this would require a shortening 
of the Zone C crane season by 
one week. This season would be 
30 days rather than the 37 days 
prescribed by current federal 
frameworks.

Possession limits statewide are 
twice the daily bag limits.

Suggested dates for falconry 
season for ducks are Monday, Jan. 
25 through Tuesday, Feb. 9 in the 
North and South Zones. There is 
no Extended Season in the High 
Plains Mallard Management Unit 
because the total 107 days allowed 
are used by the other ducks season 
in this area.

The public is invited to com-
ment on the proposed migratory 
seasons by contacting Dave Mor-
rison, TPWD Waterfowl Program 
Leader, 4200 Smith School Rd., 
Austin, TX 78744 or email dave.
morrison@tpwd.state.tx.us.

TPWD scoping 
Migratory Bird Issues at 

Public Hearings
AUSTIN, Texas — In addition to 

public comment on proposed fee 
increases and dove hunting sea-
sons, the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department is inviting input on a 
series of scoping issues related to 
migratory game birds during pub-
lic hearings around the state.

TPWD is presenting proposals 
for adoption by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Commission in late 
May that could increase certain 
license and boat registration fees. 
In addition, agency officials will 
present general waterfowl season 
framework options for the 2009-10 
seasons and gather feedback on 
issues related to migratory game 
bird seasons in the future.

Changes proposed for the 2009-
10 Texas dove season include a 
70-day season and 15-bird daily 
bag statewide, pending adoption 
of federal guidelines. Additionally, 
the department is advancing a 
proposal to move the South Zone 
opening to the Friday nearest 
Sept. 20, but no earlier than Sept. 
17, which means it will open on 
Sept. 18 this year if approved by 
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the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
in late June.

The proposed dove season in the 
North and Central Dove Zones 
would run Sept. 1-Oct. 25 and 
reopen Dec. 26-Jan. 9, with a 15-
bird bag and not more than two 
white-tipped doves.

Also during the public comment 
period, TPWD will be scoping 
calendar options for the additional 
10 days of hunting in the North 
Zone for the 2010-11 seasons and 
beyond.

Because hunters in the North 
Zone have in recent years seen an 
uninterrupted 60-day season, the 
department wants public input on 
where to place the 10 additional 
days awarded under the Service’s 
new adaptive harvest framework. 
Would hunters prefer a winter 
split and if so, when and for how 
long?

The proposed South Zone dove 
season would run Sept. 18-Nov. 3, 
reopening Dec. 26-Jan. 17 with a 
15-bird bag and not more than two 
white-tipped doves. Possession 
limit is twice the daily bag for all 
migratory game birds except light 
geese, which currently does not 
have a possession limit.

The department will be scoping 
opinion on standardized closing 
dates for the South Zone, using the 
Sunday before the Martin Luther 
King Day national holiday.

TPWD is also seeking feedback 
on the dove bag limit increase in 
the Central and South Zones from 
12 to 15 birds.

The Special South Texas White-
wing Area would open to white-
winged dove afternoon-only (noon 
to sunset) hunting Sept. 5-6 and 
12-13 and reopen Sept. 18-Nov. 
3 and again from Dec. 26-Jan. 13. 
The daily bag limit is 12 birds, not 
more than four mourning doves 
during the first two weekend splits 

and 2 white-tipped doves. Once 
the general season opens, the ag-
gregate bag limit will be 15.

TPWD wants to find out if hunt-
ers prefer a Friday or Saturday 
opener during the first two week-
ends in the special whitewing area 
or a combination of the two.

The Service is also reviewing a 
proposal to give TPWD the option 
to adjust a portion of the boundary 
of the special whitewing area. This 
potential change would remove 
portions of Jim Hogg and Starr 
counties. These areas are not as 
high a quality white-winged dove 
habitat as other portions of the 
area. If removed, these portions 
would fall under the South Zone 
dates and bag.

TPWD is proposing no changes 
to other early migratory game 
bird seasons other than to reflect 
calendar shifts.

If Texas gets a 16-day September 
teal season, the dates would be 
Sept. 12-27, while a nine-day sea-
son would run Sept. 19-27.

The proposed season for rail 
and gallinule is Sept. 12-27 and 
Oct. 31-Dec. 23; for snipe, Oct. 31-
Feb. 14; and for woodcock, Dec. 
18-Jan. 31.

Texas will likely revert this fall 
to the standard season and bag 
limit framework for the general 
waterfowl seasons, although there 
is a slim chance the Service could 
retain the Hunters Choice option. 
The department is presenting 
dates and bag limit possibilities 
based on the general framework 
under a liberal season package, as 
well as what the Hunters Choice 
season would resemble, however, 
one issue being scoped is the op-
tion for taking the duck season to 
the end of January or returning to 
the Sunday nearest Jan. 20.

The department will also scope 
public sentiment regarding the 
snow goose season structure for 
2010-11 and its relation to the Light 
Goose Conservation Order, as well 
as bag limits on snow geese.

The public is invited to comment 
on the proposed fee changes and 
early migratory seasons at any 
TPWD public hearing, by visit-
ing the TPWD Web site online 
comment section or by writing 
TPWD Public Comment, attn. 
Robert Macdonald, 4200 Smith 
School Rd., Austin, TX 78744 or 
email robert.macdonald@tpwd.
state.tx.us.

Comments on scoping issues can 
be made at the public hearings, 
online or by contacting Dave Mor-
rison, TPWD Waterfowl Program 
Leader, 4200 Smith School Rd., 
Austin, TX 78744 or email dave.
morrison@tpwd.state.tx.us.

TPWD sets Public 
Hearings on Fee 

Increases, Dove Rule 
Proposals

AUSTIN, Texas — The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department is 
inviting input on a series of pro-
posals to increase fees and alter 
dove hunting season frameworks 
during upcoming public hearings 
around the state.

TPWD is conducting 21 public 
hearings to present recommenda-
tions seeking a modest $2-$4 bump 
in license and boat registration/
titling fees. The department says 
the fee increase is necessary to 
address critical needs.

Under the proposed increase, 
hunting licenses would go from 
the current price of $23 to $25, 
while the popular Super Combo 
all-inclusive license would in-
crease from $64 to $68. Fishing 
packages would increase by $2.

The vast majority of boat own-
ers in Texas would also see only a 
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small increase in boat registration 
and titling fees under the proposal. 
Biennial boat registration for vessels 
less than 16 feet in length would in-
crease from $30 to $32 and those in 
the 16-26 foot range would go from 
$50 to $53.

Two exceptions pertain to larger 
craft. Those vessels 26-40 feet in 
length would increase by $40 and 
40-foot-plus vessels would go up by 
$110. These larger increases are nec-
essary because the department has 
been undercharging for these larger 
boats for many years in comparison 
with smaller boats, especially when 
considering the fee as a percentage 
of boat size and value.

Changes proposed for the 2009-
10 Texas dove season include a 70 
day season and 15 bird daily bag 
statewide, pending adoption of 
federal guidelines. Additionally, the 
department is advancing a proposal 
to move the South Zone opening to 
the Friday nearest Sept. 20, but no 
earlier than Sept. 17, which means it 
will open on Sept. 18 this year if ap-
proved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in late June.

The proposed dove season in the 
North and Central Dove Zones 
would run Sept. 1-Oct. 25 and re-
open Dec. 26-Jan. 9, with a 15-bird 
bag and not more than two white-
tipped doves.

Also during the public comment 
period, TPWD will be scoping cal-
endar options for the additional 10 
days of hunting in the North Zone 
for the 2010-11 season.

The proposed South Zone dove 
season would run Sept. 18-Nov. 3, 
reopening Dec. 26-Jan. 17 with a 
15 bird bag and not more than two 
white-tipped doves. Possession 
limit is twice the daily bag for all 
migratory game birds except light 
geese which currently does not have 
a possession limit.

The Special South Texas White-
wing Area would open to white-
winged dove afternoon-only (noon 
to sunset) hunting Sept. 5-6 and 

12-13 and reopen Sept. 18-Nov. 3 
and again from Dec. 26-Jan. 13. The 
daily bag limit is 12 birds, not more 
than four mourning doves during 
the first two weekend splits and 
two white-tipped doves. Once the 
general season opens the aggregate 
bag limit will be 15.

The Service is also reviewing a 
proposal to give TPWD the option 
to adjust a portion of the boundary 
of the special whitewing area. This 
potential change would remove 
portions of Jim Hogg and Starr 
counties. These areas are not as high 
a quality white-winged dove habi-
tat as other portions of the area. If 
removed, these portions would fall 
under the South Zone dates and bag. 
TPWD plans to hold a public hear-
ing prior to the May 27 commission 
meeting to evaluate public support 
of this proposal.

TPWD is proposing no changes 
to other early migratory game 
bird seasons other than to reflect 
calendar shifts.

If Texas gets a 16-day September 
teal season, the dates would be 
Sept. 12-27, while a nine-day sea-
son would run Sept. 19-27.

The proposed season for rail 
and gallinule is Sept. 12-27 and 
Oct. 31-Dec. 23; for snipe, Oct. 31-
Feb. 14; and for woodcock, Dec. 
18-Jan. 31.

The public is invited to comment 
on these proposals by visiting 
the TPWD Web site or by writing 
TPWD Public Comment, attn. 
Robert Macdonald, 4200 Smith 
School Rd., Austin, TX 78744 or 
email robert.macdonald@tpwd.
state.tx.us.

Parks and Wildlife 
Looking for additional 

Dove Leases
AUSTIN, Texas — Attention 

landowners: Looking to make 
some extra money and got a 

weedy field not in production or 
being rested this fall?

Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment’s Public Dove Hunting Pro-
gram is not only an opportunity 
for hunters, but it is also an op-
portunity for landowners to make 
some extra money by leasing the 
hunting rights for dove and other 
small game to TPWD.

This is a short termed lease usu-
ally for 45 to 60 days in length — 
the equivalent of the first split of 
the dove season.

Revenue from the sale of hunt-
ing licenses and the annual public 
hunting permit enable TPWD to 
expand public hunting opportu-
nities through private land lease 
programs.

“We are looking for properties 
that are at least 50 or more acres 
where hunting is legal, with ac-
cess, food, water and cover to 
attract dove,” said Kelly Edmis-
ton with TPWD’s public hunting 
program. “Ideal sites have a good 
food source such as grain crops; 
sunflowers, croton (goat weeds), 
water or that have become recently 
fallowed.”

Additionally, each tract must 
have a public access point where 
hunters can park their vehicles, 
from which they will walk to the 
hunting area.

Temporary signs will clearly 
identify property boundaries. 
Game wardens and other depart-
mental staff will monitor the units 
to ensure compliance with all 
regulations. Edmiston said most 
entrance points are designated 
for parking to protect the private 
property and reserve the maxi-
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mum acreage for actual hunting 
activities.

“We expect our public hunt-
ers to respect the land and the 
landowners who have been so 
generous. We want to maintain a 
good relationship for the future,” 
Edmiston said.

This is a short termed lease usu-
ally for 45 to 60 days in length 
— the equivalent of the first split 
of the dove season. Not everyone 
with a hunting license is allowed 
legal access to these short-term 
lease lands. Only those hunters 
who purchase the $48 Annual Pub-
lic Hunting Permit (approximately 
31,000 are sold annually state-
wide) from TPWD are allowed to 
hunt and only at times the area is 
open to hunting under the terms 
of the contract.

Price per acre is dependent on 
size, habitat, game species and 
hunt dates included. Location is 
also very important. We would 
like to find areas that are along 
the corridors of interstates 35, 45, 
10 and 20 within about 100 miles 
of major urban areas.

“However if a property is lo-
cated in other areas and you are 
interested, give us a call anyway,” 
Edmiston said. “We try to find a 
good hunting opportunity, which 
means that we don’t lease all 
properties that are offered due to 
limited funding and not meeting 
the criteria we are looking for. If 
you know your local wildlife bi-
ologist or game warden you can 
also contact them.”

More information about this pro-
gram, locating your local wildlife 
biologist or game warden can be 
found by visiting: http://www.
tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/
land/private/hunt/small_game/ 
or calling Wildlife Information at 
512/389-4505.

UTaH
DWR surveys upland 
game hunters in a new 

way
42,000 hunters will receive an 

e-mail survey in April
For the first time, the DWR will 

send out surveys to last fall’s 
42,000 upland game hunters 

through e-mail.
The Division of Wildlife 

Resources is using a new tool 
to collect valuable information 

about Utah’s upland game 
populations — e-mail.

In April, 42,000 hunters will 
receive an e-mail that provides a 
link to the survey. If you’re one 

of those hunters, DWR biologists 
hope you’ll click on the link and 

answer the survey.
“The information you provide 
will help our biologists better 
manage upland game in Utah. 
And that will result in better 

hunting for you,” says Heather 
Bernales, biometrician with the 

DWR. “We hope you’ll take 
a few minutes to answer the 

survey.”
Bernales says the survey does 

not ask for personal information. 
“If you receive a hunting survey 

that asks for a credit card 
number, a home address or any 
type of personal information, 

know the e-mail is not from us 
and delete it,” she says.
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News From The enemy Camp and Good Guys

Firearms Industry Says Expand-
ing Ban on Traditional Ammunition 
Will Further Reduce Hunting in 
California

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The Cali-
fornia Fish and Game Commission 
voted on May 13 to publish a notice 
of intent to expand the scope of its 
ban on the use of traditional am-
munition to now include upland 
and small game in the California 
condor range—an action completely 
unnecessary for protecting condors 
and that will create yet another 
roadblock to hunting in the state, 
said the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, trade association for 
the firearms and ammunition in-
dustry.

The Fish and Game Commission 
announced its intention to expand 
the ban on traditional ammunition 
containing lead components even 
though the state’s Department of 
Fish & Game does not support this 
expansion and despite the fact there 
is no scientific evidence that shows 
condors are at risk of ingesting am-
munition fragments by feeding on 
small game because these are not the 
condor’s traditional food source.

The commission’s action is in 
response to a lawsuit settlement 
between the state and plaintiffs the 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
and Center for Biological Diversity 
that stipulates the commission will 
consider amending regulations re-
quiring alternative ammunition for 
taking small game within condor 
range.

In opposing this unfounded ex-
pansion of the ban, the Department 
of Fish & Game noted that almost 
all small game is recovered in the 
field by hunters and that it would 

be unlikely that a condor could even 
find a small-game animal or bird 
that was not recovered.

“Hunting has already declined 
in the region where traditional am-
munition was recently banned for 
taking big game, potentially costing 
California millions of dollars for 
wildlife conservation,” said Steve 
Sanetti, NSSF president and CEO. 
“The decision to expand the ban on 
traditional ammunition for hunting 
upland and small game without 
any scientific basis will further re-
duce hunting in the state and the 
economic and social benefits that 
hunting provides.”

License fees and excise taxes 
on the firearms and ammunition 
purchased by hunters are the largest 
single source of wildlife conserva-
tion funding. More than 295,000 
hunters purchased licenses in 2008 
in California, and according to the 
Fish & Game Department, an esti-
mated 30,000 to 50,000 hunters are 
affected by the ban on traditional 
ammunition, primarily hunters of 
deer, wild pig and non-game species 
such as coyote.

Even though no conclusive sci-
entific evidence supported claims 
that some condors had higher ele-
vated blood lead levels from ingest-
ing ammunition fragments while 
scavenging entrails from hunter-
harvested big game, the state last 
year imposed a ban on traditional 
ammunition for big-game hunting 
in designated condor ranges.

In signing the ban into law 
on July 1, 2008, Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger ignored requests 
from the executive committee of 
the Condor Recovery Team, NSSF, 
sportsmen’s groups and individual 

hunters to support voluntary, non-
ban measures such as burying game 
entrails that would interrupt the po-
tential pathways for condors ingest-
ing spent ammunition fragments.

It is not surprising that hunting 
has fallen off in areas where tradi-
tional ammunition is banned, as a 
pre-ban survey predicted and 2008 
deer and pig tag sales confirmed, 
given that alternative ammunition 
is significantly more expensive 
than traditional ammunition and 
not available in all hunting calibers. 
Hunters prefer traditional ammu-
nition not only because it is less 
expensive but because they are more 
familiar with its performance.

A pre-ban survey of hunters by 
Responsive Management Company 
indicated that 25 percent of Califor-
nia hunters would either quit big 
game hunting or hunt less if a ban 
was adopted, with 15 percent indi-
cating they would hunt in another 
state. “If hunters indicated the am-
munition ban for big game would 
cause them not to hunt or hunt 
outside the Golden State, it follows 
that a ban related to upland and 
small game will raise another hurdle 
to hunters and further erode hunt-
ing in California,” said Lawrence G. 
Keane, NSSF senior vice president 
and general counsel.

Public comment is scheduled 
for June 25 on the Fish and Game 
Commission’s intent to impose a 
ban on traditional ammunition for 
upland and small game. NSSF will 
submit testimony opposing the ban 
and also encourages hunters to con-
tact their state legislators to oppose 
expanding the ban.

NSSF supports science-based 
policy related to the use of tra-
ditional ammunition and urges 
lawmakers to strongly question the 
motivations of groups advocating 
banning traditional ammunition 
and, by extension, hunting.

For more information about 
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traditional ammunition and how it 
relates to the California condor, see 
http://www.nssf.org/media/Fact-
Sheets/Lead_Ammunition.cfm.

Firearms sales 
Figures for april
NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The 

upward trend in firearms sales con-
tinued in April, marking the sixth 
consecutive month of significant 
increases.

Data released by the FBI’s Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS) reported 
1,225,980 checks in April 2009. This 
figure is a 30.3 percent increase from 
the 940,961 reported in April 2008.

FBI background checks are 
required under federal law for all 
individuals purchasing either new 
or used firearms from federally 
licensed retailers. The checks serve 
as a gauge of actual sales but do not 

reflect the actual number of firearms 
sold, since, following a background 
check, a customer may decide not to 
purchase a firearm or may purchase 
more than one firearm.

The April increase follows a 29.2 
percent gain in March and rises of 
23 percent in February, 28 percent 
in January, 24 percent in December 
and 42 percent in November when a 
record 1,529,635 background checks 
were performed.

The increase in NICS checks 
coincides with a rise in excise taxes 
reported by firearms manufacturers, 
another indicator of firearm sales.

Firearms Industry 
applauds 9th Circuit 

Court Ruling
Dismissing Frivolous Lawsuit 

against Firearms Manufacturers

Court Cites the Protection of 

Lawful Commerce in Arms Act

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The Unit-
ed States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit ruled today that the 
Protection of Lawful Commerce in 
Arms Act (PLCAA) requires the dis-
missal of the Ileto v. Glock, RSR, case 
originally filed in August 2000.

“This is exactly the kind of case 
that Congress had in mind when 
it passed the Protection of Lawful 
Commerce in Arms Act,” said NSSF 
Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. “We 
applaud the court of appeals deci-
sion.

The PLCAA was passed and 
signed into law in 2005 with strong 
bi-partisan support. The purpose of 
the act is to prevent firearms manu-
facturers and retailers from being 
held liable for the criminal actions 
of others with their products.

“My clients are grateful for the 
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court’s decision,” said Christopher 
Renzulli, of the White Plains, N.Y., 
Renzulli Law Firm, who represent-
ed Glock and RSR. “Today common 
sense and fairness prevailed over 
misguided attempts to blame mem-
bers of the firearms industry for the 
criminal acts of others.”

The firearm that was eventually 
illegally obtained and criminally 
misused in a 1999 shooting inci-
dent was originally sold by Glock, 
the manufacturer, to a Washington 
State police department. The co-
defendant, RSR, a wholesale dis-
tributor, did not own, possess or sell 
the firearm.

“The Ileto case was the textbook 
example of why Congress needed to 
pass the Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act,” said Keane. “If 
Glock and RSR were held legally 
responsible for this criminal shoot-
ing, then the police department to 
whom the firearm was originally 
sold would be even more respon-
sible. Such twisted logic defies com-
mon sense and explains why in 2005 
Congress passed the legislation by 
such an overwhelming bi-partisan 
margin.”

Firearms Industry 
supports excise Tax 
Reform Legislation

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) -- the trade as-
sociation for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting sports 
industry – supports legislation cur-
rently in the U.S. Senate (S. 632) and 
House of Representatives (HR 510) 
to rectify a longstanding inequity in 
the frequency with which firearms 
and ammunition manufacturers pay 
a federal excise tax on the products 
they sell.

Rep. Ron Kind (D-WI), the im-
mediate past co-chairman of the 
Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, 
introduced HR 510 in the U.S. House 

earlier this year. The legislation was 
co-sponsored by fellow immediate 
past co-chair of the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Caucus Rep. Paul Ryan 
(R-WI) and as of May 26, 2009, has 
58 co-sponsors.

Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT), chair-
man of the Senate Finance Commit-
tee, introduced a companion bill in 
the U.S. Senate.  Joining Sen. Bau-
cus in introducing the bi-partisan 
legislation was Sen. Mike Crapo 
(R-ID), the current co-chair of the 
Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus.  
As of May 26, 2009, the bill has 12 
co-sponsors.

The firearms and ammunition 
excise tax (FAET) is a major source 
of wildlife conservation funding 
in the United States. Passage of an 
excise tax reform bill will allow the 
firearms and ammunition industry 
to pay the FAET on a quarterly 
basis, the same payment schedule 
on which every other industry 
supporting conservation pays the 
federal excise tax. This legislation 
is supported by the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) as well 
as the U.S. Tax and Trade Bureau of 
the IRS, which collects the tax and 
distributes the monies to the USFWS 
for the Wildlife Restoration Trust 
Fund, also known as the Pittman 
Robertson Trust Fund.

Currently firearms and am-
munition manufacturers must pay 
the FAET bi-weekly. This payment 
schedule forces many manufactur-
ers to borrow money to ensure 
on-time payment, and industry 
members spend thousands of man-
hours administering the necessary 
paperwork to successfully com-
plete the bi-weekly tax payments 
-- monies that are due to the federal 
government long before manufac-
turers are paid by their customers. 
This legislation will not lower the 
amount of conservation dollars col-
lected by the tax.

The NSSF estimates that shifting 
to a quarterly payment schedule 
will free up approximately $22 mil-
lion annually for manufacturers to 
reinvest and grow their businesses, 
resulting in enhanced conservation 
funding through increased excise 
tax payments by the industry.

Commenting on the importance 
of the legislation, Sen. Baucus said, 
“This is the right thing to do. It 
will help cut bureaucratic red tape 
and help the firearm industry save 
resources. This will ensure the gun 
industry is treated fairly.”

A broad coalition of sportsmen 
and conservation groups including: 
The Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation, Ducks Unlimited, Na-
tional Rifle Association and many 
others, support changing the sched-
ule for FAET payments by the fire-
arms and ammunition industry.

“Shifting to quarterly payments 
would allow manufacturers to in-
vest in new equipment and product 
designs and enhance their market-
ing efforts,” said Steve Sanetti, 
president of the NSSF. “This in turn 
could lead to greater participation 
in hunting and the shooting sports, 
something that would benefit ev-
eryone.”

In 2008, a total of $345.2 million 
was collected in excise taxes, up 
13.9% from the $303.2 million col-
lected in calendar year 2007.

“A financially strong and grow-
ing firearms and ammunition indus-
try will not only generate greater 
excise tax revenues, monies that 
will be used to fund conservation 
throughout the United States, but 
will also help ensure America’s 
manufacturers remain financially 
healthy and a source of employ-
ment and tax revenue particularly 
in the current challenging economic 
times,” said Lawrence G. Keane, 
NSSF senior vice president and 
general counsel.
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“Singling out the firearms in-
dustry for tax payments every two 
weeks is bureaucratic and discrimi-
natory,” said Sen. Crapo. “Changing 
to a quarterly excise tax payment 
system, as is used throughout the 
rest of the sporting goods industry, 
will allow firearms manufacturers 
to reinvest funds into developing 
new products and marketing ef-
forts. It should provide increased 
funding for state wildlife preserva-
tion programs by easing restrictions 
surrounding the collection of these 
taxes. The firearms industry would 
still pay its full share of taxes, but 
it would do so in a more equitable 
manner that is keeping with other 
business practices.”

NSSF is urging all sportsmen 
and firearms enthusiasts to contact 
their federal representatives (sena-
tors and representative) via CAP 
WIZ and the United States Capitol 
switchboard (202) 224-3121, to 
encourage them to co-sponsor this 
important legislation.

National shooting sports 
Foundation awards 

$499,000 to Nine states to 
Promote Hunting

NEWTOWN, Conn. --With 
hunting facing a range of challenges 
from access to urbanization, the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion has announced grants that will 
assist states with projects designed 
to keep current hunters active and 
introduce newcomers.

For the seventh year, NSSF will 
give promising program proposals 
its support, with $499,060 going 
to nine state agencies. Arizona 
Game & Fish Department earned 
two awards, totaling $82,500, and 
Arizona, Colorado and Oregon 
were first-time grant recipients. 
Since its inception, NSSF’s Hunting 
Heritage Partnership program has 
contributed more than $3.3 million 
in support of projects managed by 
state natural resource agencies.

“Hunting faces challenges that 
are often state-specific, and these 
grants from the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation help make pos-
sible programs that state agencies 
might not otherwise be able to 
provide,” said Steve Sanetti, NSSF 
president and CEO. “This year’s 
recipients are right on target with 
initiatives addressing access issues 
and encouraging inactive hunters to 
go afield once again.”

Added Melissa Schilling, NSSF’s 
manager of recruitment and reten-
tion, “We have seen promising re-
sults from programs funded by the 
Hunting Heritage Partnership over 
the years, and we expect the same 
from these programs, some of which 
are new and others which build on 
previous successes.”

This year’s grant recipients are 
as follows:

Arizona Game & Fish Depart-
ment—$45,000

Project: Promoting hunting 
through a small-game camp model 
of mentoring in partnership with 
sportsmen’s organizations state-
wide and encouraging ongoing 
mentoring activities through the 
promotion of a new apprentice 
hunting license.

Arizona Game & Fish Depart-
ment—$37,500

Project: To identify and better 
understand the role senior hunt-
ers can play in the recruitment and 
retention of younger hunters, and 
to identify specifically how senior 
hunters can be engaged in mentored 
hunts in order to increase hunting 
participation in Arizona.

Maryland Department of Natu-
ral Resources, Wildlife and Heritage 
Service—$27,500

Project: To offer three mentored 
youth hunts, providing a positive 
hunting experience and allowing 
youth to interact with wildlife man-

agers and conservation officers who 
will communicate the importance of 
hunting, with the goal of reversing 
a downturn in youth participation 
over the last decade.

Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries—$78,500

Project: To conduct research and 
assess current marketing strategies 
to provide the basis for developing 
a future integrated communications 
and marketing plan that will moti-
vate lapsed hunters to purchase a 
hunting license.

Colorado Division of Wild-
life—$22,000

Project: To retain hunters who 
move to Colorado from other states 
by providing them with social con-
nections and information about 
hunting opportunities in the state 
that are specific to their interests.

Oregon Department of Fish & 
Wildlife—$80,000

Project: To develop and build 
an integrated online database and 
map resource that will help new 
and experienced hunters plan their 
trips, allowing for searches by spe-
cies, unit and distances; displaying 
property boundaries and harvest 
statistics; and interfacing with 
Google search to assist hunters in 
finding lodging, camp sites and 
restaurants.

Wisconsin Department of Natu-
ral Resources—$10,240

Project: To promote and enhance 
hunting in Wisconsin through 
Learn to Hunt training workshops 
designed to improve instructors’ 
and mentors’ knowledge of “best 
practices” related to recruiting and 
retaining hunters; to increase the 
number of groups conducting Learn 
to Hunt sessions; and to build a net-
work of mentors and organizers.

Florida Division of Hunting and 
Game Management—$58,620


