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that are proposed to become per-
manent.

The proposals relate to a variety 
of areas pertaining to individual 
wildlife management areas and 
game refuges, deer hunting regu-
lations, bear hunting regulations, 
upland game birds, migratory 
game birds, prairie chickens, and 
waterfowl.

“Nearly all of the rule changes 
included in this package are in 
effect as temporary rules and re-
ceived support previously in past 
public input meetings,” said Jason 
Abraham, season setting specialist 
for the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). “This 
final comment opportunity is 
part of a required public process 
before we can make these rules 
permanent.”

The only new rule included in 
this package would prohibit the 
use of bait for turkey hunting. A 
copy of the proposed rules and 
additional information about the 
rules process will be available 
online at after May 26.

Comments may be submitted 
to: Jason Abraham, Box 20, DNR, 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 
55155-4020 or by e-mail at Jason.
Abraham@dnr.state.mn.us.

Input also will be accepted via 
the DNR’s Web site.

Provisions, currently in effect 
through temporary rules that 
would become permanent in-
clude:

 * Special provisions for some 
Wildlife Management Areas, State 
Game and Waterfowl Refuges, 
waterfowl Controlled Hunting 
Zones, and migratory feeding and 
resting areas;

 * Definitions for terms used in 
special deer hunts;

 * Rules pertaining to national 
wildlife refuges and federal wa-
terfowl production areas;

 * Deer zone and date options, 
deer tagging procedure and deer 
license validation procedures;

 * Bag limits for deer in intensive, 
managed, lottery, early season 
deer areas, and metro and bovine 
tuberculosis deer management 
zones;

 * Seasons for taking deer by 
firearms in the metro deer man-
agement zone;

 * Muzzleloader deer seasons 
and areas;

 * Bag limit for bears outside 
quota areas;

 * License procedures for taking 
bear outside quota areas;

 * Seasons for taking ruffed and 
spruce grouse, pheasants and gray 
partridge;

 * Seasons for taking sora and 
Virginia rails and common snipe;

 * Provisions for the harvest of 
prairie chickens;

 * Youth waterfowl hunting date; 
and

 * Season and bag limit for tak-
ing geese in the northwest goose 
zone.

DNR offers financial 
assistance for roadside 

prairie plantings 
Landowners with property adja-

cent to rural roads who are asked 
to replant vegetation in the right-
of-way are encouraged to use na-
tive prairie grasses and wildflow-
ers, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) said.

“Although native prairie is ini-
tially more expensive than brome 
grass, prairie provides benefits 
for wildlife and watersheds,” said 
Carmelita Nelson, Roadsides for 
Wildlife Program coordinator for 
the DNR. “Prairie plants do more 
to improve water quality, help 
anchor the soil, provide habitat 
for pollinators and birds, sequester 

carbon, and can be harvested for 
hay or cellulosic biofuel.”

The DNR Roadsides for Wildlife 
Program offers landowners native 
prairie seeding grants. In select 
counties, the DNR’s Working 
Lands Program has funds through 
local soil and water conservation 
districts.

Minnesota law prohibits land-
owners from fencing, plowing, 
planting row crops, or dumping 
rocks and other debris in road 
right-of-ways.

“The law protects the safety of 
motorists, enhances water qual-
ity, provides good drainage and 
allows for proper maintenance 
of the right-of-ways,” said Paul 
Walvatne, roadside vegetation 
supervisor for the Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation (Mn/
DOT).

Safety is an important factor in 
roadside vegetation. Row crops 
too close to roads limit visibility 
for those entering the roads and 
for highway drivers looking for 
deer or oncoming traffic. Rocks 
and debris in roadsides are dan-
gerous for highway workers and 
their equipment, and are a poten-
tial hazard for errant vehicles that 
need a safe recovery zone in the 
road ditch.

All violations are subject to 
misdemeanor prosecution under 
statewide law. If row crops are 
planted within the rights-of-way, 
the local road authority may take 
action to remove the crops.
Revised ‘Woodworking 

for Wildlife’ book 
available 

“Woodworking for Wildlife,” the 
best-selling book ever produced 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), has 
been revised and is now available 
to the public.
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The new version has been sig-
nificantly improved and expanded 
from the 1992 edition.

“This revision is the culmination 
of three years of work researching 
the best techniques for building, 
placing and managing nest boxes 
for Minnesota wildlife,” said Car-
rol Henderson, author and DNR 
wildlife biologist.

The book contains new informa-
tion on how to eliminate predation 
by raccoons and cats on nest boxes 
and to reduce competition by ex-
otic species like house sparrows 
and starlings, Henderson said. 
There are enough designs to ac-
commodate 46 species of wildlife 
including flickers, great crested 
flycatchers, toads, bumblebees, 
buffleheads and purple martins.

This 164-page book includes 
more than 300 color photographs, 
30 designs for nest boxes and nest-
ing platforms, and easy-to-follow 
diagrams on how to cut out and 
assemble the boxes.

It also provides readers with the 
latest information about how to 
attract everything from bluebird, 
chickadees, purple martins and 
wood ducks to bumblebees, toads, 
owls and woodpeckers.

“This is a reference book for 
backyard wildlife enthusiasts, 
conservationists, youth group 
leaders, teachers, woodwork-
ing instructors, and parents and 
grandparents who are looking for 
outdoor projects to do with chil-
dren,” Henderson said.

All royalties from the sale of the 
book go to the Minnesota DNR’s 
Nongame Wildlife Fund.

“Woodworking for Wildlife” 
is available for $16.95 plus post-
age and handling at Minnesota’s 
Bookstore in St. Paul and at the 
DNR gift shop at 500 Lafayette 
Road in St. Paul. It will soon be 
available at major booksellers.

Minnesota DNR assumes 
management of state’s 

wolf population
Minnesota’s wolves have been 

removed from the federal endan-
gered species list, allowing the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) to manage the 
state’s wolf population.

Wolves in Minnesota, considered 
part of the Great Lakes popula-
tion of wolves, were delisted in 
March 2007, but a federal court 
ruling last September reinstated 
the wolf’s status as threatened, 
based on technical questions about 
procedural aspects of the delisting 
rulemaking. After re-examining its 
legal authority, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) reissued 
its delisting decision in March 2009 
with an effective date of May 4.

“After the initial 18 months of 
state wolf management, Minneso-
ta demonstrated the effectiveness 
of ensuring long-term survival 
of the wolf in Minnesota and re-
solving conflicts between wolves 
and humans,” said Dave Schad, 
DNR Fish and Wildlife Division 
director. “Wolf recovery is a great 
conservation success story.”

Minnesota’s wolf management 
plan is designed to protect wolves 
and monitor their population 
while giving owners of livestock 
and domestic pets more protection 
from wolf depredation. It splits the 
state into two management zones 
with more protective regulations 
in the northern third of Minnesota, 
which is considered the wolf’s 
core range.

“The major change with state 
management is that it allows in-
dividuals to directly protect their 
animals from wolf depredation, 
subject to certain restrictions,” said 
Dan Stark, DNR wolf manage-
ment specialist. “In addition, the 
state-certified gray wolf predator 

control program will be available 
to individuals as another option to 
deal with livestock depredation.”

Minnesota’s management plan 
establishes a minimum popula-
tion of 1,600 wolves to ensure 
long-term wolf survival. The 
state’s wolf population, estimated 
at fewer than 750 animals in the 
1950s, has stabilized at about 3,000 
wolves. Under state law, no public 
hunting or trapping seasons on 
wolves is allowed for at least five 
years after delisting. Federal law 
also requires USFWS to monitor 
wolves in Minnesota for five years 
after delisting to ensure recovery 
continues.

Similar to federal regulations, the 
state plan allows anyone to take 
a wolf to defend human life. Pet 
owners also may shoot or destroy 
a gray wolf posing an immediate 
threat on any property as long as 
the owner is supervising the pet.

Owners of livestock, guard ani-
mals or domestic animals may 
shoot or destroy wolves that 
pose an immediate threat to their 
animals on property they own or 
lease, in accordance with local stat-
utes. Immediate threat means the 
observed behavior of a gray wolf 
in the act of stalking, attacking or 
killing livestock, a guard animal or 
a domestic pet under the supervi-
sion of the owner.

In the southern two-thirds of the 
state (Zone B), a person may shoot 
a gray wolf at any time to protect 
livestock, domestic animals or 
pets on land they own, lease or 
manage. A detailed description 
of Minnesota’s wolf management 
zones is available online.

Regardless of location, a person 
shooting or destroying a gray wolf 
must protect all evidence, report 
the incident to a DNR conserva-
tion officer within 48 hours and 
surrender the wolf carcass.
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Unlike federal regulations, state 

regulations allow harassment of 
wolves that come within 500 yards 
of people, buildings, livestock 
or domestic pets. Activities that 
discourage wolves from contact-
ing people and domestic animals 
are allowed, but wolves cannot 
be attracted or searched out, and 
harassment activities cannot cause 
physical harm.

To ensure a seamless transition 
from federal to state wolf manage-
ment and to address immediate 
conflicts between wolves and 
livestock, the long-standing wolf 
depredation control program 
managed by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Wildlife Services 
office in Grand Rapids will con-
tinue under a cooperative agree-
ment with the DNR.

Additional details as well as the 
complete wolf management plan, 
zone maps, population survey 
information and frequently asked 
questions are available online.

Missouri
Shooting clinics reveal 
nontoxic shot secrets

Conservation Department ex-
perts teach you how to make every 
shot count.

CONSEP training helps experi-
enced hunters and novices alike 
improve their shooting with steel 
and other nontoxic shots. Infor-
mation about the free classes is 
available at mdc.mo.gov/hunt/
gamebird/wingshooting.htm. 
(Missouri Department of Conser-
vation photo)

JEFFERSON CITY–Practically 
every hunter knows that steel and 
other nontoxic shot performs dif-
ferently than lead shot. What many 
do not know is how nontoxic shot 
is different, how different it is and 
how to adjust shooting habits to 
compensate for the differences. 
Those who attend free shooting 

clinics around the state will learn 
these things and become more ef-
fective hunters in the process.

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation offers “Effective 
Wingshooting, the CONSEP Way” 
clinics at nine locations statewide 
from June through October. The 
clinics – part of the Cooperative 
North American Shooting Edu-
cation Program (CONSEP) – are 
designed to help hunters become 
more effective, ethical wingshoot-
ers.

This year’s Missouri CONSEP 
offerings include:

· July 24-26 at the Ozark Re-
gional Office in West Plains. Call 
417-256-7161 for registration and 
additional information.

· Aug. 21-22 at Nodaway Valley 
Conservation Area (CA) in Holt 
County. Call 816-271-3100.

· Sept. 11-13 at the Jay Henges 
Shooting Range at Forest 44 CA 
in St. Louis County. Call 636-300-
1953, ext. 302.

· Sept. 18-20 at the UMC Range, 
Sedalia. Call 816-655-6250.

· Sept. 25-27 at Runge Conserva-
tion Nature Center, Jefferson City. 
Call 573-884-6861.

· Oct. 2-4 at the Andy Dalton 
Shooting Range at Bois D’Arc CA 
in Greene County. Call 417-895-
6880.

· Oct. 2-4 at Ted Shanks CA in 
Pike County. Call 660-785-2420.

· Oct. 9-11 at August A. Busch 
Memorial CA in St. Charles Coun-
ty. Call 636-300-1953, ext. 302.

· Oct. 16-18 at Duck Creek CA 
in Bollinger County. Call 573-290-
5730.

Each event includes an afternoon 
or evening classroom session 
open to everyone. Registration 
for these events is limited only to 
the capacity of the hosting facility. 
A limited number of participants 
who are in a position to pass their 

knowledge on to other hunters 
will take part in one-day hands-
on shooting training sessions 
following the classroom portion 
of the clinics. Ammunition and 
lunch are provided free of charge 
at these hands-on sessions. Sepa-
rate events with shooting training 
are offered to hunter education 
instructors.

Lead is the most common mate-
rial used in shotgun ammunition. 
Because lead shot has been found 
to poison waterfowl and eagles 
that feed on waterfowl, federal law 
requires duck and goose hunters 
to use nontoxic alternatives to lead 
shot. In 2007, Missouri expanded 
that prohibition to all hunting on 
21 conservation areas.

Areas where only nontoxic shot 
is allowed and possession of 
lead shot is prohibited are B. K. 
Leach Memorial, Black Island, Bob 
Brown, Columbia Bottom, Cooley 
Lake, Coon Island, Duck Creek, 
Eagle Bluffs, Fountain Grove, 
Four Rivers, Grand Pass, Little 
Bean Marsh, Little River, Marais 
Temps Clair, Montrose, Nodaway 
Valley, Otter Slough, Schell-Osage, 
Settle’s Ford, Ted Shanks and Ten 
Mile Pond.

For more information, visit mdc.
mo.gov/hunt/gamebird/wing-
shooting.htm.

Montana
Nonresident Youth Get 
Price Break On Upland 

Bird Hunting
A new state law offers non-

resident youths—12-15 years of 
age—a substantial discount on 
an upland game bird hunting 
license.

Nonresident youths can now 
purchase an upland game bird 
license for $35. The cost last year 
was $110. The new nonresident 
youth upland game bird hunting 
license also includes the privilege 
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to hunt migratory birds.   The 
nonresident youngsters will also 
need two Montana-licensing per-
quisites, which includes a $10 
nonresident conservation license 
and a $10 hunting-access enhance-
ment fee.

Montana youths have a long-
standing upland game bird hunt-
ing license price break.   Resident 
youths 12-14 years of age receive 
the license free upon the successful 
completion of their hunter educa-
tion requirements and with the 
purchase of an $8 conservation 
license.   Resident youths 15 years 
of age pay only $3 for their upland 
game bird license.

The licenses can be purchased 
from most FWP license providers 
or online at fwp.mt.us . Click “Buy 
a License.”

NeW HaMPSHiRe
Hearing on Pheasant 

Hunting Rules June 15, 
2009

CONCORD, N.H. - The New 
Hampshire Fish and Game De-
partment will hold a public hear-
ing on proposed wildlife rules 
on Monday, June 15, 2009, at 6:30 
p.m. at the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department, 11 Hazen 
Drive, Concord, N.H.  The pro-
posal would increase the pheasant 
hunting license fee from $15 to 
$25.  It also would allow sporting 
clubs to apply for a sporting club 
youth pheasant event permit for 
the purpose of teaching safe hunt-
ing practices and promoting New 
Hampshire’s hunting heritage.  
The youth pheasant event permit 
would allow a sporting club to 
possess and release pheasants 
solely for conducting these events. 
The rules specify the criteria and 
conditions for applying for and 
conducting an event, as well as for 
participating.

The complete rulemaking notice 
forms, with original and proposed 
rule language, may be found at 
www.wildnh.com/Legislative/
Notices_summary.htm.

Written comments on the pro-
posed changes may be submitted 
by June 25, 2009.  E-mail to com-
ments@wildlife.nh.gov (reference 
“Comment on Pheasant Rules” in 
subject line); fax to (603) 271-1438; 
or mail to Executive Director, 
N.H. Fish and Game Department, 
11 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 
03301. 

A total of 6,434 pheasant hunt-
ing licenses were sold in New 
Hampshire in 2008.  To learn more 
about pheasant hunting in New 
Hampshire, visit www.wildlife.
state.nh.us/Hunting/Hunt_spe-
cies/hunt_pheasant.htm.

The New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department is the guardian 
of the state’s fish, wildlife and ma-
rine resources and their habitats.  
Visit www.WildNH.com.

NORtH DakOta
WMa Public Use 

Regulations amended
North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department regulations govern-
ing public use of the state’s wild-
life management areas have been 
amended effective immediately. 
The change involves tree stands, 
paintballing and geocaching.

Scott Peterson, wildlife resource 
section supervisor, said the Game 
and Fish Department periodically 
reviews public use regulations and 
modifies as needed. “We present 
the proposed changes to the pub-
lic to gather input, and the state 
legislature’s administrative rules 
committee grants final approval,” 
Peterson said. 

The deadline to remove tree 
stands from WMAs has been ex-
tended three weeks to Jan. 31. Pe-
terson said extending the archery 

season has allowed archers to hunt 
WMAs later into January than in 
previous years. “This left very 
little time for archers to remove 
tree stands,” Peterson said. “We 
thought it was prudent to give 
hunters more time to remove tree 
stands.”

In addition, tree stands left un-
attended on WMAs require an 
identification tag displaying the 
owner’s name, address and tele-
phone number. “The reason for 
this is two-fold,” Peterson said. 
“First, it allows us to contact the 
owner of a tree stand if a conflict 
should arise, and second, we be-
lieve this will deter theft of tree 
stands on public land.”

Paintball and geocaching activi-
ties on WMAs are now prohibited. 
“While these types of activities 
may not always create a significant 
impact to an individual WMA, 
they do create a considerable 
amount of unnecessary distur-
bance to both wildlife and wildlife 
habitat,” Peterson said. “They 
also have the potential to create 
competition with hunters and an-
glers who help pay for managing 
WMAs.”

A complete list of the WMA regu-
lations is available by contacting 
the Game and Fish Department 
at (701) 328-6300, or email ndgf@
nd.gov. WMA use regulations are 
also available on the Game and 
Fish website at gf.nd.gov.
trappers to Remove Nest 

Predators from Lake 
arena, Mallard island

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department and Delta Wa-
terfowl are working together to 
improve duck production on two 
state wildlife management areas.

Mike Johnson, game manage-
ment section leader for the Game 
and Fish Department, said trap-
pers will remove nest predators 
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from Mallard Island and Lake 
Arena Island from early May 
through July 15.

“We want to alert the public that 
this project is ongoing through 
early summer, and there are some 
risks involved with people, and 
especially dogs, in these areas,” 
Johnson said. “Lake Arena isn’t 
really an issue due to lack of hu-
man activity during the summer. 
Mallard Island, on the other hand, 
may be visited by people fishing 
or boating on the east end of Lake 
Sakakawea.”

Targeted predators include coy-
otes, fox, skunks, raccoons, bad-
gers and ground squirrels. “Both 
of these areas have been developed 
by the Game and Fish Department 
in cooperative efforts with Ducks 
Unlimited, the Bureau of Recla-
mation and other partners, to im-
prove duck production,” Johnson 
said. “These islands attract large 
numbers of nesting hens that can 
have extremely high nest success 
once the predators are removed.”

Arena WMA is located between 
Wing and Tuttle in Burleigh Coun-
ty. Mallard Island is part of Wolf 
Creek WMA in McLean County. 
Limited signage will be posted 
in these areas to warn the public 
about trapping activities.

NeBRaSka
Commissioners Pleased 
with Open Fields and 

Waters enrollment
 LINCOLN, Neb. – The Nebraska 

Game and Parks Board of Com-
missioners was pleased to learn 
Friday that landowners have en-
rolled 14,346 land acres, 120 pond 
acres and 17 river miles in the new 
Open Fields and Waters program. 
The board held its regular meeting 
at the Curtis Community Center 
in Curtis.

“This is a pilot program and the 
fact that we have already enrolled 

52 contracts speaks to the potential 
popularity of the program,” said 
Rex Amack, director of the Com-
mission.

The enrolled lands comprise 
6,263 acres of woodland, 186 acres 
of wetland, 5,730 acres of grass-
land, and 2,165 acres of cropland. 
Another 21 contracts, for 16,049 
land acres, are pending. Eight 
pond acres and 2 river miles also 
are pending.

The commissioners understand 
new access programs take a while 
to get started because landowners 
often have existing commitments 
to friends, family and people who 
lease for agricultural and/or rec-
reational purposes.

“We expect the program to grow 
considerably in the second year — 
then we will give it a full review,” 
Amack said. “We are very grateful 
to the landowners who have been 
pioneers in this new effort; they 
are playing an important role in 
maintaining the rich outdoor heri-
tage of Nebraska.”

The Open Fields and Waters fo-
cus is to expand hunter and angler 
access to private lands. Landown-
ers who enroll receive payments 
on a per-acre basis. Payment rates 
differ according to geographic lo-
cation and hunting quality.

Interested landowners have until 
June 11 to enroll in the program 
for the fall hunting season. For 
additional information, landown-
ers may call or stop by the nearest 
Commission office or visit Out-
doorNebraska.org.

The board of commissioners 
also:

-- approved the operating and 
capital improvement budget for 
the 2009-2010 fiscal year;

– approved a recommendation to 
change the period of time a person 
holding a valid sporting dog trial 
authorization may keep birds from 

30 days to 14 days before obtaining 
a captive wildlife permit;

– approved a recommendation to 
add boating as an allowable use on 
public access areas if posted with 
signage;

– heard information pertaining 
to Niobrara River instream flow 
rights from representatives of the 
Friends of the Niobrara and the 
Nebraska Wildlife Federation. 

Commission Receives 
Nebraska environmental 

trust Grants
 LINCOLN, Neb. – Grants to 

improve wildlife habitat and 
conserve the state’s biological 
diversity have been received by 
the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission from the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust.

The Commission received grants 
for the following programs:

- WILD Nebraska – $100,000; 
Funding will continue the im-
provement of wildlife habitat by 
improving grassland, prairie, wet-
land and woodland habitats dur-
ing the grant cycle. Money will be 
used to help put habitat enhance-
ments on the ground and promote 
management that increases plant 
diversity, which wildlife rely upon. 
WILD Nebraska provides assis-
tance to landowners so they may 
better manage their habitats.

- Natural Legacy Plan-Phase II 
Implementation – $285,000; Fund-
ing will be focused on Legacy 
Plan flagship initiatives in seven 
geographic areas. Flagship ini-
tiatives are community-based 
efforts where collaboration and 
partnerships get conservation on 
the ground. Conservation actions 
such as invasive plant control, 
prescribed fire, planned graz-
ing, and wetland restoration are 
implemented through voluntary, 
incentive-based programs to ben-



65
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

June/July 2009                                We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                             www.Bdarn.com

efit at-risk species and natural 
communities.

- Central Basins Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Project 
(CREP) – $175,000; Funding will 
provide additional incentives for 
landowners enrolling wildlife 
habitat in the Central Basins CREP. 
Funding also will be leveraged 
with contributions by the United 
States Department of Agriculture’s 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) via the Farm Services Agen-
cy, the Commission and Pheasants 
Forever.

- Statewide Grassland Enhance-
ment Program -- $175,000; Fund-
ing will be used to improve 25,000 
acres of grassland habitat and 
provide 250,000 acres of public 
hunting access. The money will be 
distributed through the Focus on 
Pheasants program, which works 
to improve Nebraska’s pheasant 
habitat; and the CRP-Management 
Access Program, which opens pri-
vate CRP acres to hunters. 

Schropfer Wins 
Cornhusker Cup

 DONIPHAN, Neb. – Chris 
Schropfer from Fillmore won high 
overall honors at the Cornhusker 
Trapshoot on Saturday at the 
Nebraska Trapshooting Associa-
tion’s home range. He earned the 
Cornhusker Cup with a score of 
194X200.

The Fremont No. 1 team of Nick 
Bradick, Megan Assmann, Stepha-
nie Gardeman, Jeremy Denny, and 
Scyler Ritthaler won the overall 
team championship with a score 
of 920X1000.

“The three days of trapshooting 
at Doniphan is a demonstration 
of our young shooters’ com-
mitment, dedication and hard 
work,” said trapshoot director 
Rocky Hoffmann of the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission. “It 

is great to see the sportsmanship 
and firearms safety practiced by 
these athletes each year at the 
Cornhusker.”

According to Hoffmann, sport 
shooting is one of the safest sports 
available to youth, and trapshoot-
ing and other shooting sports may 
become a sport that young men 
and women can enjoy for life.

Friday’s High School 
Results

Top 10 Individuals – 1. Eric Ed-
wards, Ogallala, 100X100; 2. Cody 
Voris, Papillion South, 99X100; 3. 
Tyler Garner, Grand Island NW, 
99X100; 4. (tie) Jeremy Denny, 
Fremont, 99X100; Chris Schrop-
fer, Fillmore, 99X100; Tye Smith, 
McCook, 99X100; Boone Eveans, 
Tekamah-Herman, 99X100; 8. (tie) 
Justin Itzen, Fairbury, 98X100; 
Ryan Bahe, Gothenburg, 98X100; 
Cole Bures, Diller-Odell, 98X100.

Top 3 Girls – 1. Megan Assmann, 
Fremont, 99X100; 2. Danielle Al-
bers, Waverly, 96X100; 3. Stephanie 
Gardeman, Fremont, 96X100.

Top 3 4-H Teams – 1. Republi-
can Valley 4-H 1 (Nathan Petska, 
Kelly Faimon, Trenton Jordening, 
Christine Herrick, and J. D. Snell), 
478X500; 2. Scottsbluff 4-H No. 
1, 466X500; 3. Karp and Krow, 
461X500.

Top 3 Girls Teams – 1. Papillion 
South No. 4 (Melissa Harnack, 
Taylor Holzer, Marisa Braddock, 
Heather Woodle, and Jacqueline 
Baude), 441X500; 2. Gordon-
Rushville, 415X500; 3. Marion No. 
4, 405X500.

Top 3 Singles Teams – 1. (Larry 
Elston Award Winner) Fremont 
No. 1 (Nick Bradick, Megan Ass-
mann, Jeremy Denny, Scyler Rit-
thaler, and Stephanie Garde-
man), 482X500; 2. Fairbury No. 

1, 478X500; 3. Ogallala No. 1, 
477X500.

Ducks Unlimited Greenwings 
Awards, Middle 50 Singles – Girls 
– 1. Steph Gardeman; 2. Annie 
Farrington; 3. Christine Herrick; 
4. Marisa Braddock. Boys – 1. Mi-
chael Steelman; 2. John Grubbs; 3. 
Eric Edwards; 4. Jeremy Denny.

Jim Carlisle Memorial Second 
Generation Individual Traveling 
Award – Jeremy Denny, Fremont, 
99X100.

Saturday’s High 
School Results

High School 
Handicap awards

Top 3 18- 19-Yard Individuals – 1. 
Zach Leaders, Papillion-LaVista, 
94X100; 2. Preston Farney, Sutton, 
90X100; 3. Aaron Hughs, West 
Point 4-H, 89X100.

Top 3 20- 21-Yard Individuals – 1. 
Kyle Mustion, Grand Island NW, 
94X100; 2. Kyle Doeschot, Norris, 
93X100; 3. Derek Hochstein, Skutt, 
93X100.

Top 3 22- 23-Yard Individuals – 1. 
Nick Yardsley, Gordon-Rushville; 
2. Mason Petrzilka, Oak Creek 
4-H, 95X100; 3. Bruce Dolan, Re-
publican Valley 4-H, 94X100.

Top 3 24- 25-Yard Individuals – 1. 
Chris Schropfer, Fillmore, 95X100; 
2. Greg Bauer, Fairbury, 94X100; 
3. J. D. Squire, Creighton Prep, 
94X100.

Top 3 Girls – 1. Julie Kopf, Falls 
City, 94X100; 2. Becky Wessel, 
Stanton 4-H, 93X100; 3. Anastasia 
Johnson, Central City, 93X100.

Top 3 Individuals – 1. Ben Hobbs, 
Red Cloud 4-H, 99X100; 2. Zach 
Bryant, Lincoln Southwest, 97X100; 
3. Mitch Cassels, Creighton Prep, 
97X100.

Top 3 4-H Teams –1. Oak Creek 
4-H No. 2 (Adam Fuxa, Tanya Pro-
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thman, Brian Glock, Seth Robeson, 
and Mason Petrzilka), 456X500; 2. 
Oak Creek 4-H No. 1, 451X500; 3. 
Wilber 4-H No. 2, 443X500.

Top 3 Girls Teams – 1. Central 
City No. 1 (Stephanie Nelson, Ale-
cha Erickson, Malorie Dettman, 
Anastasia Johnson, and Nicole 
Smithson), 407X500; 2. Papillion 
No. 4, 395X500; 3. Marian No. 4, 
383X500.

Top 3 High School Teams – 1. 
Gordon-Rushville No. 1 (Nolan 
Rager, Trey Hardin, Lane Haller, 
Nick Yardley, and Derek Pollack), 
455X500; 2. Lincoln Southwest No. 
1, 448X500; 3. Creighton Prep No. 
1, 446X500.

High Overall Winners
Top 3 4-H Teams Overall – 1. Re-

publican Valley 4-H No. 1 (Nathan 
Petska, Kelly Faimon, Trenton 
Jordening, Christine Harrick, and 
J. D. Snell), 913X1000; 2. Wilber 
4-H No. 2, 903X1000; 3. Oak Creek 
4-H No. 1, 897X1000.

Top 3 Girls Teams Overall – 1. 
Papillion South No. 4 (Melissa 
Harnack, Taylor Holzer, Marissa 
Braddock, Heather Woodle, and 
Jacqueline Baude), 836X1000; 2. 
Central City No. 1, 792X1000; 3. 
Marian No. 4, 788X1000.

Top 3 Girls Overall – 1. Becky 
Wessel, Stanton 4-H, 186X200; 
2. Megan Assmann, Fremont, 
186X200; 3. Kayla Quick, Lincoln 
Northeast, 183X200.

Top 3 High School Teams Overall 
– 1. Fremont No. 1 (Nick Bradick, 
Megan Assmann, Stephanie Gar-
deman, Jeremy Denny, and Scyler 
Ritthaler), 920X1000; 2. Gordon-
Rushville No. 1, 912X1000; 3. 
Gothenburg No. 1, 911X1000.

Top 3 Individuals Overall – 1. 
Chris Schropfer, Fillmore, 194X200; 
2. Zach Bryant, Lincoln Southwest, 
192X200; 3. Jeremy Denny, Fre-
mont, 192X200. 

Survey Shows increase 
in turkey, Pheasant, 

Bobwhite
A recent rural mail carrier survey 

revealed good news for Nebraska 
turkey hunters: evidence of an 
expanding population. The state-
wide population index for turkey 
increased 28 percent over last year, 
according to the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission.

The news comes at a time when 
hunters may take advantage, as 
the turkey hunting seasons con-
tinue through May 31.

The turkey population index in 
the Panhandle and central regions 
increased about 50 percent each 
and the northeast increased more 
than 30 percent compared to 2008. 
Only the Sandhills, southwest and 
southeast regions saw declines 
from last year. Overall, the state-
wide turkey population is at a re-
cord high with populations nearly 
500 percent higher than in 2002.

Survey results show a pheasant 
population index increase of 32 
percent over last year, indicating 
that the pheasant population likely 
has survived the winter well. 
The results should bode well for 
production, assuming that spring 
weather is favorable. Only the 
northeast region showed a decline 
over 2008.

Results were similar for northern 
bobwhite. Statewide, the popula-
tion index was 20 percent higher 
over 2008, with the only decline in 
the northeast region.

The survey, run each year in 
early April, July, and October, col-
lects wildlife observations from 
more than 500 rural mail carriers 
as they travel more than 200,000 
miles of rural roads across the 
state. The percentages reported 
from the survey show changes in 
the numbers of various wildlife 
species observed from year to 

years, not necessarily changes in 
the actual population size.

The rural mail carrier survey is 
one of the oldest wildlife surveys 
conducted by the Commission, 
existing in some form or another 
since 1944.

Waterfowl Season-
Setting Process to be 

Discussed
 LINCOLN, Neb. – An infor-

mational meeting regarding the 
waterfowl season-setting process 
will be held May 12 at Lake Mc-
Conaughy.

The meeting, to be conducted 
by the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, will be from 2-5 
p.m. MST at the Visitor/Water In-
terpretive Center, a half-mile south 
of Kingsley Dam on Nebraska 
Highway 61.

“The purpose of this meeting is 
to provide the public some basic 
background information regard-
ing the state and federal processes 
behind the setting of waterfowl 
seasons,” said Mark Vrtiska, wa-
terfowl program manager for the 
Commission.

“Most waterfowl hunters un-
derstand there are federal rules 
and frameworks that dictate what 
states can do with waterfowl sea-
sons, and this is an opportunity 
to try and explain some of them,” 
he said.

Vrtiska said the meeting will not 
be part of the regulation-setting 
process. “We won’t be discuss-
ing the specifics of the upcoming 
waterfowl seasons, because the 
frameworks for those seasons 
haven’t been determined yet. The 
first public meeting regarding the 
upcoming seasons will be at the 
July 17 Commission meeting in 
Lincoln.” 
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Focus on Forever 
Workshop on July 17-19
 LINCOLN, Neb. – Individuals 

and organizations interested in 
being trained to teach Nebraska 
youth and families to become 
stewards of the outdoors and pass 
on outdoor traditions are invited 
to attend the Focus on Forever 
Workshop on July 17-19 in Grand 
Island.

The event, sponsored by Pheas-
ants Forever, Quail Forever and 
the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, will include train-
ing in the following: teaching 
wing-shooting skills, reading the 
landscape with a GPS, restoring 
a prairie, providing leadership 
opportunities to youth, creating 
outdoor adventure clubs, using 
dogs to engage youth, improving 
youth mentor hunts, introduc-
ing youth to archery, teaching 
plant identification, and starting 
a shooting team.

A registration fee of $250 in-
cludes meals and materials. The 
fee is $200 before May 1. A limited 
number of scholarships are avail-
able.

Anyone interested in attending 
should call Commission outdoor 
education specialist Aaron Her-
shberger at (402) 471-6144 by 
April 30. 

OkLaHOMa
 Wildlife Department 

offers tool for developers 
to protect critical prairie 

chicken habitat
 The Oklahoma Department 

of Wildlife Conservation today 
released its new tool designed to 
protect and conserve imperiled 
lesser prairie chickens affected 
by land development in western 
Oklahoma.

 “The tool, known as the Okla-
homa Lesser Prairie Chicken 

Spatial Planning Tool, is a habitat-
based model that quantifies the 
value of every acre within lesser 
prairie chicken range,” said Russ 
Horton, research supervisor for 
the Wildlife Department. “This 
tool should prove invaluable to 
responsible developers and plan-
ners as they search for sites where 
development would least impact 
Oklahoma’s dwindling popula-
tion of lesser prairie chickens.”

 The lesser prairie chicken is 
identified as a species of greatest 
conservation need in Oklahoma 
and is a candidate for federal list-
ing as threatened, range-wide. The 
sand shinnery and sand sagebrush 
native rangelands of northwest 
Oklahoma are crucial for survival 
of this species. The same area also 
provides some of Oklahoma’s 
most abundant sources of energy 
including wind, oil and natural 
gas. Efforts to harvest this energy 
are projected to rapidly intensify 
over the next few years.

 “Oklahoma’s wind industry will 
provide a clean source of domes-
tically produced energy that will 
contribute to our state’s future 
economic growth,” noted Secre-
tary of Energy Robert Wegener. 
“It is critical for this industry and 
others impacting the prairies of 
western Oklahoma to utilize tools 
such as this.”

 Secretary of the Environment 
J.D. Strong added, “If the wind 
industry is to remain ‘green,’ and 
others want to demonstrate their 
concern for our environment, 
then necessary steps such as this 
must be taken to avoid endanger-
ing Oklahoma’s few remaining 
lesser prairie chickens. I strongly 
encourage everyone engaged in 
energy development in western 
Oklahoma to utilize this valuable 
new tool to plan future projects 
that protect, rather than destroy, 

one of our state’s most threatened 
prairie species.”

 Researchers have found that 
lesser prairie chickens, particu-
larly nesting hens, avoid vertical 
structures because they are often 
used as perches by predators such 
as hawks, eagles and owls. Habitat 
fragmentation caused by a number 
of factors including transmission 
lines, roads and highways, build-
ings and tree encroachment into 
prairie habitats, as well as conver-
sion of native rangeland to crop-
land or non-native vegetation, can 
all be detrimental to lesser prairie 
chickens.

 “The Wildlife Department un-
derstands that developers must 
consider a number of factors when 
planning locations but strongly 
encourages developers to use this 
tool in the planning process to 
minimize or eliminate negative 
impacts on the prairie chicken and 
their associated habitats,” Horton 
said.

 The Oklahoma Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Spatial Planning Tool 
was developed in cooperation 
with the Secretary of Environment, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The 
Nature Conservancy, OSU Exten-
sion, G.M. Sutton Avian Research 
Center and the Playa Lakes Joint 
Venture.

 “Tools such as the Oklahoma 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Spatial 
Planning Tool, in conjunction with 
on-going prairie conservation ac-
tions, will be important to strategi-
cally conserve the prairie chicken 
and it’s habitat and to preclude the 
need to list the species under the 
Endangered Species Act, all while 
still meeting the energy needs of 
the United States,” said Ken Fra-
zier, assistant field supervisor for 
the Oklahoma Ecological Services 
Field Office of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.
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 In addition to helping determine 

areas where development would 
least impact prairie chickens, the 
Spatial Planning Tool also can 
be used in assessing the cost of 
developments within the lesser 
prairie chicken’s range, as well 
as to prioritize areas and costs for 
prairie chicken habitat restoration 
and recovery efforts. If it is neces-
sary to site a project or structure 
in an area that will impact lesser 
prairie chickens, the Department 
hopes developers will use the tool 
to determine a voluntary contribu-
tion to offset the impacts of that 
development.

 The Oklahoma Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Spatial Planning Tool, 
available on the Wildlife Depart-
ment’s Web site at http://www.
wildlifedepartment.com/lepcde-
velopmentplanning.htm, is pro-
vided in formats compatible with 
both GIS (.img) and Google Earth 
(.kmz). Maps in both 8.5” x 14” 
and 33” x 44” are also available.

 “The unique habitats found 
in northwest Oklahoma are in-
valuable to wildlife as well as to 
wind energy development, so the 
Wildlife Department and energy 
developers have to work together 
to ensure that our state’s wildlife 
heritage remains strong,” Horton 
said. “To that end, we have used 
the model to create maps showing 
areas where wind resources are 
suitable for development, with 
minimal effect or no effects at all 
on the lesser prairie chicken.”

 For more information about the 
lesser prairie chicken, log on to 
wildlifedepartment.com.

SOUtH DakOta
Sign up Now to Secure 

CRP acres
HURON, S.D. – With a wetter 

than average spring and reduced 
grain prices, many South Dakota 
farmers are increasing their chanc-

es for profit and reducing risk by 
enrolling wetland acres into the 
continuous Conservation Reserve 
Program.

Rental rates have increased con-
siderably, making CRP contracts 
very attractive. Demand has been 
so great that many CRP practices 
are at or nearing their allocated 
acreage caps. One of the most 
popular, the CP 38 Pheasant Nest-
ing practice, reached its allocation 
of 50,200 acres in March. Current 
requests for additional acres have 
not been approved by the FSA 
national office.

“Without additional acres for 
popular continuous CRP practices 
and with no general CRP signup 
seen in the near future, landown-
ers will have limited options to 
re-enroll most expiring contracts,” 
said Game, Fish and Parks Depart-
ment senior upland game biologist 
Chad Switzer.

“The nesting and brood-rearing 
habitat provided by CRP serves 
an important role in the pheasant 
population we currently enjoy 
and has allowed prairie grouse to 
expand their range in certain por-
tions of the state,” Switzer said. 

GF&P habitat biologist Rocco 
Murano encourages farmers who 
are interested in enrolling land 
into CRP to act now to secure their 
opportunity before time runs out. 
“It is unclear if additional acres 
will be allocated to these CRP 
practices by USDA,” he said.

Of great concern are the 234,666 
acres of CRP set to expire this fall. 
That is the equivalent to nearly 
1,500 quarter-sections of nest-
ing cover. Fortunately, USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency recently 
announced that certain CRP con-
tracts expiring in October 2009 
will be eligible for 3- to 5-year 
extensions.

While that is good news for an 
estimated 28% of CRP contracts 

in South Dakota, most farmers 
will need to look at opportunities 
to re-enroll their acres through 
continuous CRP practices. Given 
the current demand for CRP, ad-
ditional acres will undoubtedly 
be necessary to accommodate in-
terest expressed by South Dakota 
landowners.

“Landowners, sportsmen, and 
conservation-minded individuals 
should contact the congressional 
delegation and the USDA secre-
tary’s office to encourage support 
for CRP,” Murano said.

For more information about 
CRP, contact a local USDA office, 
a Pheasants Forever farm biologist 
(http://www.sdgfp.info/Wild-
life/PrivateLands/PFBiologists.
pdf), or a South Dakota GF&P hab-
itat biologist (http://www.sdgfp.
info/Wildlife/PrivateLands)

Pheasant, Grouse and 
Prairie Chicken Season 

Reports available
PIERRE, S.D. – According to a 

survey done by the Game Fish 
and Parks Department, more than 
176,000 resident and non-resident 
hunters pursued ring-necked 
pheasants in South Dakota during 
the 2008 season.

Hunters harvested approxi-
mately 1.9 million birds.  Resident 
hunters averaged 7.3 days in the 
field and harvested 11.5 birds each.  
Nonresident hunters averaged 4.5 
days and 10.5 birds.

Approximately 18,800 residents 
participated in the early, resident-
only pheasant season, with an 
estimated harvest of 40,632 birds.

South Dakota’s inaugural men-
tored pheasant season saw partici-
pation of 2,566 youth hunters.

The 2008 prairie grouse hunting 
season drew more than 12,400 
(7,044 resident and 5,383 nonresi-
dent) hunters, who bagged an es-
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timated 47,000 grouse and prairie 
chickens.

For a more detailed look at the 
2008 Pheasant, Prairie Grouse, and 
other hunting seasons visit : www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunting/
Harvest/Projections.htm
 Waterfowl Seasons Set
PIERRE, S.D – The Game Fish 

and Parks  Commission finalized 
three popular waterfowl seasons.

The Nonresident Waterfowl, 
Bennett County Special Canada 
Goose, and Tundra Swan Seasons 
will have no changes from 2008.

“These seasons are by applica-
tion,” said Game Fish and Parks 
Game Chief Tom Kirschenmann.  
“These seasons all offer a chance 
for successful applicants to have a 
quality and memorable hunt.”

The application process for these 
seasons will be open in late May.

Pheasant Season 
Finalized

PIERRE, S.D. – After a lengthy 
debate and testimony both for and 
against lengthening the pheasant 
season, the South Dakota Game 
Fish and Parks Commission voted 
to keep the season similar to 
2008.

The 2009 pheasant season will 
run from October 17, 2009 through 
January 3, 2010.

In related actions, the Com-
mission voted no to lengthen 
the Grouse, Partridge and quail 
seasons.  The 2009 grouse and par-
tridge seasons will run September 
19, 2009 – January 3, 2010 and the 
2009 quail season will coincide 
with the pheasant season.

tennessee
2009-10 Hunting Seasons 

Set at May tWRC 
Meeting    

NASHVILLE --- The Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Commission 
has established the 2009-10 state 
hunting seasons during the May 
meeting which was held at the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency’s Region II Ray Bell Build-
ing.

Deer hunters will find a big 
change to their 2009-10 seasons. 
The commission followed TWRA’s 
recommendation in unifying the 
two muzzleloader segments by 
bringing the December segment 
forward and attaching it to the 
tail end of the November segment. 
This creates a continuous 14-day 
muzzleloader season (starting 
Nov. 7) that continues to the open-
ing day of gun season (Nov. 21).

Unit B hunters have the biggest 
increase in hunting opportunities 
as they will now follow the same 
season dates as Units A and L. The 
change means that East Tennessee 
hunters will have no more closed 
days during the middle of deer 
season.

Besides the season date shift, the 
TWRC approved a flat statewide 
three-buck limit, eliminating the 
two-buck restriction in Unit B. 
There were also numerous adjust-
ments to antlerless opportunities 
across the state. The West Tennes-
see counties of Chester, Haywood, 
and Henderson counties were 
moved into Unit L, while antler-
less quotas were adjusted in many 
Unit A counties.

Tennessee deer hunters having 
a difficult time finding an open 
check station will now be allowed 
to check their deer in over the in-
ternet. Details of this option will be 
available in the 2009-10 Hunting & 

Trapping Guide that will available 
this later this summer.

In bear and boar seasons, there 
were minimal changes from last 
year’s record setting season other 
than moving the Nov. 16 dog hunt 
up two weeks to Nov. 2 to reduce 
conflict between bear hunters and 
deer hunters. The bear dog train-
ing season was expanded and 
now runs from Aug. 29 to Sept. 
20, 2009.

There are minimal changes to the 
turkey seasons. Other than creat-
ing the 12-day fall turkey season 
(Dec. 7-18), a few counties saw in-
creases in their fall turkey quotas. 
The 2010 spring turkey season will 
run April 3 through May 16 with 
the Young Sportsman hunt falling 
on March 27-28.

Lastly, many WMAs were opened 
to statewide seasons with few re-
strictions. “Giving hunters a place 
to hunt is what these WMAs are 
all about,” says Ed Warr, Assistant 
Chief of Wildlife. “Knowing that a 
WMA is open for hunting the same 
time a county is open is a tremen-
dous help for those that do not 
have private property to hunt.

“There is no need for worry. 
The traditional, highly managed 
WMAs, which focus on waterfowl 
or quality deer management, re-
mained as they have been in the 
past to maintain their manage-
ment goals.”

The commission also passed an 
amendment to the sport fishing 
proclamation that changed the 
smallmouth bass regulations on 
South Holston Reservoir. The min-
imum size limit for smallmouth 
bass was changed from 18 to 15 
inches in length. The amendment 
follows a change that was made 
at the April TWRC meeting from 
18 to 15 inches on Boone and Wa-
tauga reservoirs.


