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period and give you the opportu-
nity to correct the mistake. After 
that date, mistakes can cause your 
application to be rejected.

New this year, pheasant appli-
cations are now due at the same 
time as the other big game species, 
Tuesday, June 9. This improve-
ment will eliminate remembering 
an additional deadline date for 
this permitted hunt and it should 
simplify the internal processing of 
these applications.

Another change to the tag allo-
cation process for this year is an 
improved system for distributing 
leftover tags through the first-
come, first-served process. The 
“by mail-only” process using an 
application will still be used start-
ing Aug. 3 at 8 a.m. However, after 
8 a.m. on Aug. 10, remaining tags 
may be purchased at any depart-
ment office.

Arizona’s young shotgun 
shooters continue 

to rise in clay target 
competitions

Many teams qualify to compete 
in the national competition in 
July

Intense wind, pouring rain, hail, 
a touch of sun and a perfect 100 
score in skeet from intermediate 
shooter Tanner Bissell of the Ben 
Avery Clay Crushers, were some 
of the highlights from this year’s 
SCTP Commissioners’ Cup cham-
pionships.

Another success story was the 
top score in the trap competition 
by varsity shooter Garret Cobbs of 
the Red Mountain Target Termina-
tors, with 199 hits out of 200 tar-
gets. Clearly, Arizona’s Scholastic 
Clay Target Program (SCTP) con-
tinues to foster incredible talents 
from young shooters from across 
the state.

“These atheletes and this pro-
gram continue to set a higher bar 
each year, “said Ashley Lynch, 
shooting sports coordinator for the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment. “I’m completely amazed 
by the perfect score – that’s a first 
since we started the program.”

A trio of competitions was hosted 
for each clay target shooting disci-
pline this spring – sporting clays, 
skeet and trap. Competitions 
began March 28 with the sporting 
clays event hosted in Phoenix at 
the Ben Avery Clay Target Center. 
The competition was held dur-
ing the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department’s Outdoor Expo and 
drew more than 150 athletes. The 
skeet competition took place April 
11 at the Tucson Trap and Skeet 
Club and drew more than 130 
athletes. The competition finished 
up with trap on April 18 at the Ben 
Avery Clay Target Center, with 
over 155 athletes in attendance.

Each discipline is broken into 
five divisions: varsity, grades 9-12; 
junior varsity, grades 9-12; inter-
mediate advanced, grades 6-8; 

intermediate entry, grades 6-8; and 
rookie, grades 5 and under.

Top results for all three events 
are:

Sporting clays:
 * Varsity: Red Mountain Target 

Terminators, scored 238, by Chris 
Van Sickle, Kyle Sutter, and Quin-
ton Moore.

 * Junior varsity: Red Mountain 
Target Terminators, scored 210, by 
Kent Thomas, Fuller Stephen, and 
Eric Fleming.

 * Intermediate advanced: Ben 
Avery Clay Crushers, scored 225, 
by Holden Huff, Perry Miller, and 
Tanner Bissell.

 * Intermediate: White Mountain 
Clay Busters, scored 168, by Ro-
man Ashcraft, Austin Moore, and 
Logan Barton.

 * Rookie: Ben Avery Clay Crush-
ers, scored 175, by Casey Coleman, 
Tim Lehmann, and Tyler Sims.

Skeet:
 * Varsity: Ben Avery Clay Crush-

ers, scored 282, by Shelby Shank, 
Kyle Johnson, and Lane Shank.

 * Junior varsity: Red Mountain 
Target Terminators, scored 264, by 
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Kent Thomas Kent, Stephen Fuller, 
and Eric Fleming.

 * Intermediate advanced: Ben 
Avery Clay Crushers, scored 288, 
by Tanner Bissell, Holden Huff, 
and Perry Miller.

 * Intermediate: Ben Avery Clay 
Crushers, scored 229, by Mitchell 
Jones, Cody Kime, and Zachery 
Clark.

 * Rookie: Phantom Sure Shot, 
scored 216, by Hayden Hilder-
brand, Nathan Moss, and Jacob 
Rayner.

Trap:
 * Varsity: Red Mountain Target 

Terminators, scored 948, by Garret 
Cobbs, Justin Williams, Zachary 
Kelly, Kyle Hagberg, and Kyle 
Wandelear.

 * Junior varsity: Ben Avery Clay 
Crushers, scored 875, by Andrew 
Witte, John Heim, Andrew Tougas, 
Michael Brooks, and Brandon 
Medina.

 * Intermediate advanced: Ben 
Avery Clay Crushers, scored 879, 
by Holden Huff, Paysen Unger, 
Perry Miller, Trent Jordan, and 
McCally Gibson.

 * Intermediate: Mohave Top 
Guns, scored 773, by Colorado 
Parr, Christopher Franklin, Forrest 
Keller, Kirsten Shaw, and Benja-
min Smith.

 * Rookie: Ben Avery Clay Crush-
ers, scored 370, by Tyler Sims, 
Casey Coleman, Tim Lehmann, 
Brett Miller, and Garrett Rand.

For a complete list of all the re-
sults, visit www.azgfd.gov/sctp 
and click on the link for the Com-
missioners’ Cup results.

In addition to the awards and 
titles received from the Com-
missioners’ Cup, top performing 
teams qualify to represent Arizona 
at the 2009 SCTP National Cham-
pionships held at the World Shoot-
ing and Recreational Complex in 
Sparta, Illinois from July 23-26.

Arizona’s SCTP continues to 
grow each year. There are now 17 
clubs across the state dedicated 
to teaching boys and girls about 
character development, sports-
manship, responsibility, commit-
ment, and a passion for shooting 
sports.

Lynch added, “I have to thank 
all the clubs, parents, kids and 
volunteers for all their dedication 
and hard work – without them, 
the program would never be this 
successful.”

The clubs in alphabetical order 
are: Arizona Dust Devils (south-
east Phoenix area), Buckeye Buck-
shots (Buckeye area), Ben Avery 
Clay Crushers (Phoenix area), 
Central Arizona Target Shooters 
(Casa Grande area), Cottonwood 
/ Verde Valley Sportsmen’s Club 
(Cottonwood area), Huachuca Hot 
Shots (Sierra Vista), Leading Edge 
Shooters (St. Johns area), Prescott 
Trap and Skeet (Prescott area), 
Phantom Sure Shots (west Phoe-
nix area), Red Mountain Target 
Terminators (East Valley), Mo-
have Top Guns (Kingman area), 
Tucson Shooting Stars (Tucson 
area), Williams Busters (Williams 

/ Flagstaff area), White Mountain 
Rod and Gun (Springerville / 
Round Valley area), Wickenburg 
Sportsmen’s Club (Wickenburg 
area), White Mountain Clay Bust-
ers (Show Low / White Mountain 
area), and the Yuma Young Guns 
(Yuma area).

Scholastic Clay Target Program 
(SCTP) is a youth development 
program using shooting sports as 
a learning platform for youths in 
grades 12 and under. It is consid-
ered the Little League of shoot-
ing sports. The program instills 
many life-skills like personal 
values or character traits for fair 
play, compassionate understand-
ing, individual responsibility, 
sportsmanship, self-discipline and 
personal commitment. SCTP is a 
national program administered 
by the Scholastic Shooting Sports 
Foundation and facilitated locally 
by the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department. To learn more about 
SCTP, visit www.azgfd.gov/sctp 
or http://www.sssfonline.org/.
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CAliforniA
DfG Announces 2009 
Waterfowl Population 

Estimates
A 2009 Department of Fish and 

Game (DFG) waterfowl survey 
indicates that the number of mal-
lards statewide remains steady, 
but the overall duck population 
has declined.

Conducted by DFG in late April 
and early May, the Waterfowl 
Breeding Survey estimates that 
there are 510,800 ducks of all spe-
cies in the state. This is an eight 
percent decrease from 2008, when 
DFG found 554,300 ducks. Mal-
lards, the most abundant duck in 
the survey, remain essentially un-
changed in number - DFG found 
302,000 mallards this year, up only 
slightly from the 297,100 found 
in 2008. However, the number of 
mallards is currently 18 percent 
below the long-term average for 
this species.

“Preliminary age ratios in the 
mallard harvest indicated poor 
production in 2008,” said Shaun 
Oldenburger, a wildlife biologist 
with DFG’s Waterfowl Program. 
“We expect better waterfowl 
production this year, due to in-
creased late spring precipitation 
that improved habitat conditions 
in some areas.”

The DFG survey covered the 
majority of the suitable waterfowl 
nesting habitat in the state, includ-
ing wetland and agricultural habi-
tats in northeastern California, the 
Central Valley from Red Bluff to 
Bakersfield, and the Suisun and 
Napa-Sonoma marshes. Since 
1955, DFG has conducted this 
survey with a fixed-wing aircraft; 
California Waterfowl, a coopera-
tive partner, provides assistance 
by surveying a sample of transects 
by helicopter.

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS) is conduct-
ing its own breeding population 
surveys throughout Alaska, the 
north-central United States and 
Canada, all of which are primary 
breeding grounds for California’s 
wintering duck population. This 
data, along with the waterfowl 
population estimates from DFG 
and other states, is used by USFWS 
in setting regulation frameworks 
for outside dates, maximum sea-
son lengths and maximum bag 
limits in the Pacific Flyway.

The USFWS frameworks will be 
considered by the Fish and Game 
Commission when setting Califor-
nia waterfowl hunting regulations 
in August. 

DfG Seeks local 
Volunteers for Mourning 
Dove Banding Program
The Department of Fish and 

Game (DFG) is seeking volunteers 
in the Sacramento area to partici-
pate in its Mourning Dove Band-
ing Program.

The imprinted bands that are 
attached to birds’ legs are an 
important tool used by wildlife 
managers to help them evaluate 
mourning dove populations. Band 
recovery data is reported to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Bird Band-
ing Laboratory, where it is added 
to a national database. Wildlife 
managers use this information to 
keep track of the species’ survival 
and harvest rates.

Volunteers must first complete 
a two-hour training course led by 
DFG biologists. Two training dates 
are being offered this month, on 
May 21 and 28, at the DFG build-
ing, 1812 9th Street in Sacramento. 
Training sessions are held from 
4 to 6 p.m. All materials will be 
provided.

Around the state, 4,000 mourn-
ing doves will be captured and 
banded this summer as part of a 
comprehensive effort to ensure the 
continued success of this valuable 
migratory game bird. Volunteers 
are needed to apply the bands, age 
and sex the birds, and record and 
report the data.

Program participants should be 
over 18 and have good organiza-
tional skills and a commitment to 
wildlife preservation. The trap-
ping and banding work is typi-
cally done in the early morning 
and late evening, but volunteers 
who can only work limited hours 
or on certain days can still be uti-
lized and are welcome. For more 
detailed information about the 
program or to reserve a space at 
a training session, please contact 
Regina Abella at (916) 445-3728 or 
by e-mail at rabella@dfg.ca.gov.

Additional training dates and 
locations will be scheduled as 
needed.

Winning Artist to 
be Chosen at 2009 

California Duck Stamp 
Judging Event

The winning design for Cali-
fornia’s 2009 Duck Stamp will be 
selected at a judging event on May 
27 at The California Museum in 
Sacramento. Eighteen artists from 
around the nation submitted origi-
nal designs that they hope will be 
chosen to adorn next year’s stamp, 
which is required for hunting wa-
terfowl in California.

The contest, sponsored by the 
California Department of Fish 
and Game (DFG), was open to the 
public. Entries could be produced 
in any artistic medium, as long as 
the piece depicted an image of a 
northern shoveler, the waterfowl 
species chosen by the Fish and 
Game Commission for the 2009 
duck stamp.
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In addition to having his or her 
design featured the stamp itself, 
the winning artist will be able to 
produce signed limited edition 
prints valued by art collectors.

DFG sells about 70,000 duck 
stamps annually. Since the Califor-
nia duck stamp program began in 
1971, it has raised more than $22 
million in revenue for waterfowl-
related conservation projects.

California has the oldest state 
duck stamp program in the coun-
try; however, this will be the first 
time since 1994 that the image on 
the Duck Stamp has been selected 
by a public competition. For the 
last 15 years, stamp art was either 
commissioned or selected through 
a competitive bid process.

The duck stamp entries will 
be judged by a panel of citizens 
selected for their expertise in the 
fields of ornithology, conservation, 
art and printing. The judging, 
which is open to the public, will 
include first, second, third, and 
honorable mention placement. 
The top five entries will be dis-
played in July at the Pacific Flyway 
Decoy Association’s art show in 
Sacramento.

The event is free and open to 
the public but space is limited, 
so those interested in attending 
are asked to call Lorna Bernard at 
(916) 322-8937to secure a place on 
the guest list.

For more information about the 
California Duck Stamp program, 
please visit the DFG Web site at 
www.dfg.ca.gov/about/duck-
stamp.

MEDIA ADVISORY: The Califor-
nia Museum opens at 10 a.m. The 
duck stamp judging event will be 
held in the Museum’s large class-
room beginning at 10:30 a.m. A 
continental breakfast and refresh-
ments will be served.

Judging is expected to take ap-
proximately one hour. A few of the 
California resident artists have in-
dicated they will attend the event. 
If the winning artist is not present, 
he or she will be immediately con-
tacted via telephone.

GEorGiA
Apply for 2009-2010 

Quota Hunts Beginning 
June 1

The Georgia Department of Nat-
ural Resources, Wildlife Resources 
Division (WRD) reminds hunters 
that June 1 is opening day of the 
2009-2010 quota hunt application 
period. Successful quota hunt ap-
plications are selected solely from 
the online applicant pool, so inter-
ested hunters must apply online 
through their personal accounts 
on the Division Web site, www.
gohuntgeorgia.com .

“Our goal is to make the ap-
plication process as efficient and 
customer friendly as possible. 
Customers with a WRD online 
account can facilitate this effort 
by keeping their e-mail addresses 
current,” says WRD Assistant 
Chief of Game Management John 
Bowers. “By utilizing applicant 
e-mail addresses for quota hunt 
correspondence, including send-
ing application status alerts and 
answering applicant questions, we 
have successfully improved cus-
tomer service and saved sports-
men’s dollars.”

To be eligible for quota hunt 
drawings applicants must ensure 
that they have a valid online ac-
count and must apply prior to 
midnight as follows: July 31 for 
alligator quota hunts; September 
1 for deer quota hunts; September 
1 for State Park quota hunts; Octo-
ber 15 for waterfowl quota hunts; 
and February 15, 2010 for turkey 
quota hunts.

Hunters who have applied in 
years past or those who have re-
cently completed a hunter educa-
tion course may have pre-existing 
accounts with which to apply 
and must login and update their 
accounts to begin the application 
process.

Interested persons without pre-
existing accounts should visit 
www.gohuntgeorgia.com and 
select “Quota Hunts,” from the 
Home page under the “Permits 
& Services” menu to create a new 
account and submit applications 
online.

Upon completion of the selection 
process, applicants will receive 
a status notification e-mail and 
also will be able to login to their 
accounts to view their updated 
status. In addition, complete lists 
of chosen participants will be 
available at www.gohuntgeorgia.
com .

For more information on hunt-
ing seasons or the quota hunt 
application process, visit www.go-
huntgeorgia.com, contact Hunter 
Services at (770) 761-3045 or call a 
WRD Game Management Office.

Cpl. Craig fulghum 
Honored with Waterfowl 

Officer of the Year
The Georgia Department of Nat-

ural Resources, Wildlife Resources 
Division recently honored Cpl. 
Craig Fulghum with the Rocky 
Wainwright Waterfowl Officer of 
the Year Award for his outstand-
ing efforts regarding waterfowl 
conservation over the past year. 
Fulghum is a Conservation Ranger 
on Lake Hartwell in Northeast 
Georgia. The award is named in 
memory of Conservation Ranger 
Cpl. Rocky Wainwright, who was 
dedicated to the conservation of 
waterfowl.



54
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

June/July 2009                                                   Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com

“Cpl. Craig Fulghum has gone 
above and beyond the call of duty 
in relation to waterfowl protec-
tion,” says Division Chief of Law 
Enforcement Col. Terry West. “He 
has performed an excellent job 
in enforcement, information and 
education efforts and he has an 
outstanding knowledge of water-
fowl making him an exceptional 
candidate for this award.”

Cpl. Craig Fulghum, who holds 
an Associates Degree in Wildlife 
from Abraham Baldwin College 
and has been with the Division 
for almost eight years, has been 
a conservation ranger on Lake 
Hartwell since October 2004. Since 
that time, he has been one of the 
Region’s top waterfowl officers. 
He consistently shows that he is 
willing to do his best for his per-
sonal efforts and the efforts of his 
Region and beyond.

Fulghum participated in several 
information and education pro-
grams during the past year. Audi-
ences included Cub Scouts, FFA 
groups and the local newspaper 
staff. Duck biology, importance of 
habitat and hunting are all regular 
topics during the program. He also 
taught at the most recent ranger 
basic instruction school. Part of his 
lesson – how to identify waterfowl 
– was given to 40 rangers. Instruc-
tion included classroom and after 
hours in order to best assist these 
recruits in their education.

Cpl. Fulghum’s outreach efforts 
show his passion for the conserva-
tion of waterfowl and his love for 
hunting. He initiates and coor-
dinates an annual duck hunt for 
children that have life-threatening 
illnesses. He also works with the 
local high school FFA chapter on a 
wood duck project (funded using 
restitution monies for waterfowl 
violations). FFA students built the 
boxes and then accompanied Cpl. 

Fulghum on a field trip to install 
them in appropriate areas.

Fulghum works closely with oth-
er agencies, such as South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources, 
and the local court system. He is 
a team player and willing to help 
out beyond his own work hours 
and work area – providing much 
needed and welcome support 
from others.

For more information on the 
Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl 
Award, call the WRD Law Enforce-
ment Office at (770) 918-6408.

iDAHo
nesting swans at sand 

creek delay access
The continued attempts of trum-

peter swans to nest at the Sand 
Creek Wildlife Management Area 
means that Idaho Fish and Game 
will again delay opening access to 
parts of the area until July 1.

Areas specifically restricted from 
fishing and public access until July 
1 include Ponds 2 and 4 in the 
main pond complex.

“Access is being restricted be-
cause the nesting swans are gen-
erally intolerant of disturbance by 
humans, especially with younger 
pairs or nests established in areas 
of low human activity,” area man-
ager Josh Rydalch said.

This is the 16th year that Fish 
and Game has closed these spots 
that are otherwise popular on 
the opening weekend of fishing 
season.

“Without the closures, the chanc-
es are good that human distur-
bance would cause the swans to 
abandon their nests, resulting in 
a loss of production for the year,” 
Rydalch said.

Successful nesting of trumpeter 
swans is a concern because the 
birds are a priority species under 
the Species of Special Concern 

designation in Idaho. That means 
they are to receive as much protec-
tion as necessary to promote suc-
cessful reproduction. Past closures 
have proven successful and have 
helped trumpeter swan popula-
tion numbers rebound from their 
lowest point in a half a century.

In 1996, for example, Sand Creek 
had three of the 12 active nests 
in the Upper Snake Region - the 
entire state of Idaho had only 21 - 
and produced eight of 31 cygnets 
hatched in the Upper Snake - only 
51 hatched in the entire state that 
year. For unknown reasons, how-
ever, only one of the eight cygnets 
survived to flight stage, which il-
lustrates how delicate the process 
of trumpeter swan reproduction 
is.

Sand Creek is the only wildlife 
management area in the state to 
host nesting trumpeter swans. 
Last year none of the nests at Sand 
Creek produced any eggs that 
hatched. Unfortunately, this oc-
curred across the state at sites that 
previously had been productive.

The cooperation of sportsmen at 
Sand Creek will help to insure the 
success of the recovery efforts.

The remainder of the wildlife 
management area is open to the 
public, and anglers are still invited 
to enjoy fishing at Ponds 1 and 3 
and Blue Creek Reservoir. Trum-
peter swans may be looking at 
Pond 3 for nesting as well this year, 
but access has not been restricted 
there yet.

A leak in Pond 3 was repaired af-
ter the pond was drained last year. 
The pond has been refilled but has 
yet to be restocked with fish. Area 
users are asked to respect all wild-
life, especially nesting waterfowl.
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fish and game seeks 
comments on sandhill 

changes
This year, Idaho Fish and Game 

proposes to simplify regulations 
and encourage participation in 
sandhill crane hunts.

There would be no controlled 
hunts for sandhill cranes. Instead 
tags would be sold over the coun-
ter first come-first served for $15 
each.

Fish and Game is seeking com-
ments on the proposal.

Changes include, an increased 
total of 680 sandhill crane tags 
available - 400 in Caribou and 
Bear Lake counties, 100 each in 
Teton and Fremont counties, and 
40 each in Bonneville and Jefferson 
counties.

Crane season would run from 
September 1 through September 
30 in Caribou and Bear Lake coun-
ties, and September 1 through Sep-
tember 15 in the rest of the areas.

The daily bag limit would re-
main at two cranes per day and 
nine for the season.

Anyone interested may read the 
proposed rules and enter com-
ments online at http://fishand-
game.idaho.gov/cms/public/. 
Comment deadline is Friday, May 
13.

Salmon poisoning can 
kill dogs

Warning to steelhead and salmon 
anglers: Sharing your catch with 
your dog can be an act of kindness 
that kills.

Salmon Poisoning Disease is a 
potentially fatal illness seen in 
dogs that eat the flesh or entrails 
of raw ocean-going fish such as 
steelhead and salmon.

Characterized by parasites in-
fected with a rickettsial organism 
that attack the dog’s digestive 
system, salmon poisoning can 

mimic gastrointestinal illnesses. 
Symptoms usually appear within 
six days and include nausea, vom-
iting, lack of appetite, diarrhea, 
dehydration and weakness.

If untreated, the poisoning is 
generally fatal within 14 days. 
About 90 percent of dogs show-
ing symptoms die if they are not 
treated. Caught early enough, 
however, salmon poisoning can 
easily be treated with an antibiotic 
and de-wormer to kill the parasite 
and rickettsial organism.

“With a healthy steelhead run 
now in our rivers and a strong 
salmon run predicted, dog own-
ers should really watch their pets 
closely,” said Lucas Swanson, con-
servation officer for Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game.

Several local dog owners have 
recently lost their dogs to salm-
on poisoning because they just 
thought their dogs had a stomach 
ache, Swanson said.

“If your dog is not its usual 
chipper self and its temperature 
is above 101, head for your local 
veterinarian as soon as possible,” 
he said.

And it’s not just dogs taken on 
fishing trips that are at risk.

“If you have a dog that wanders 
or raids garbage cans and you 
are unsure of what it has eaten, 
consider the possibility of salmon 
poisoning,” he said.

Youths enjoy mentored 
late season pheasant 

hunt
On a cold blustery Sunday in 

March, when most folks were 
watching the game or sacking out 
on the couch, two young hunters 
and their mentors went into the 
field for a late season pheasant 
hunt.

They hunted The Flying B Ranch 
in Kamiah. Yes, upland bird sea-

sons normally close on December 
31, but hunting on licensed shoot-
ing preserves is permitted into 
April.

Tommy Macadow and Sarah Fis-
cher of Grangeville were invited 
to the Ranch as part of an annual 
effort from Flying B owner, Bob 
Burlingame, and Idaho Fish and 
Game, to keep Idaho’s hunting 
culture alive and well.

The Flying B sponsors many 
youth hunts throughout the sea-
son. The previous week, 20 gradu-
ates of local hunter education 
classes in the area were invited to 
the Ranch for a day of instruction 
and hunting.

George Fischer, Idaho Fish and 
Game district conservation officer 
from Grangeville praised The “B”, 
its employees and Burlingame for 
being “outstanding neighbors in 
the community.”

“Even in these brutal economic 
times, the Ranch is keeping fo-
cused on our area kids,” Fischer 
said. “Their generosity is second 
to none. The kids have a great day 
at the Ranch. Lessons learned in 
safe practices, making good deci-
sions, respect for others and hav-
ing a strong ethical code will last 
these kids a life time. I have had 
several youth hunters come up to 
me after the hunt and say 55Mr. 
Fischer, this has been the best day 
of my life.’”

In addition to Fischer, Senior 
Conservation Officer Roy Kinner 
and Idaho County Deputy Mike 
Brewster assisted the hunters. Fis-
cher and Brewster’s hunting dogs, 
Ginger and Haus, were also a vital 
part of the day’s success.

The day started off with some 
practice and refining shot gun 
skills at The B’s sporting clay 
range. Tommy gave the coaches 
some fine examples of how it’s 
done, and 99 percent of his shots 
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were clean kills on the clay tar-
gets.

Sarah broke her first two clays of 
her budding shooting career.

The weather conditions made for 
a tough hunt. The birds were wild 
and shooting quick and difficult. 
Tommy bagged two roosters and a 
Hungarian partridge. A very lucky 
chukar eluded him.

Tommy lost use of his legs in 
an ATV accident two years ago. 
Handicap? No way. Tommy has 
more drive and skills then many 
folks who rely on legs to get them 
around.

Sarah and her dog Ginger teamed 
up on a rooster, though she gave 
Ginger most of the credit for the 
quick kill.

It was an awesome day that built 
friendships, safety practices and 
fortified our hunting heritage that 
will last a lifetime and passed on 
to future generations.

ioWA
iowa Pheasant Harvest 

Hits record low
DES MOINES - Based on results 

of licensed hunters who pursued 
small game in Iowa, an estimated 
383,000 rooster pheasants were 
harvested during the 2008-09 sea-
son, the lowest total on record and 
marking only the second time since 
1958, Iowa’s pheasant harvest did 
not reach 500,000 roosters.

Unfortunately for Iowa pheas-
ant hunters, both times hap-
pened within the last eight years, 
and both followed winters rated 
among the most severe in Iowa’s 
history.

“The good news is that so far, 
we are having a good nesting 
season and if the weather holds 
through the middle of June, our 
pheasant population could see 
an increase of up to 20 percent,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 

wildlife biologist with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 
“There are three factors to hav-
ing a good pheasant population: 
a mild winter; a warm and dry 
spring and large chunks of habitat. 
Missing one of those can impact 
the population. Unfortunately in 
the past 10 years, the trends for 
all these factors have been mostly 
negative.”

Bogenschutz said he was not too 
surprised with the harvest totals 
because he saw a preview in the 
annual August roadside survey.

That poor pheasant forecast also 
may have led to fewer hunters 
taking to the field. Based on the 
hunter survey, an estimated 86,000 
hunters pursued pheasants, which 
is an all time low in Iowa..

illinoiS
Hunters Wingshooting 

Clinic Provides 
opportunities to 
improve Shotgun 
Shooting Skills

Clinic June 6-7 at Briar Knoll near 
Amboy

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) and the Briar Knoll Hunting 
and Fishing Club are sponsoring a 
wingshooting clinic for hunters on 
Saturday and Sunday, June 6-7.

Wingshooting skills are those 
abilities hunters develop over time 
and with practice to use a shotgun 
to consistently hit a moving target. 
Hunters use these skills when 
shooting clay targets and when 
harvesting game while hunting. 

The wingshooting clinic will 
be held on the Briar Knoll Club’s 
sporting clays course modified 
to ensure that the clay target 
presentations represent hunting 
situations typically encountered 
by hunters.

Hunters ages 16 years and older 
who are interested in improv-
ing their wingshooting skills are 
encouraged to attend. The clinic 
will run from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Two four-hour shooting 
sessions (morning session and 
afternoon session) are available 
to participants each day. Each ses-
sion is limited to 20 participants. 
The clinic will be taught by Na-
tional Sporting Clays Association 
(NSCA) and IDNR certified wing-
shooting instructors. The cost of 
the clinic is $30 per person, which 
covers the cost of clay targets and 
refreshments.

Advanced registration is re-
quired. To make a reservation, 
call the IDNR between 7:30 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday at 
217/785-8129 (first come first serve 
and space is limited). 

The clinic is hands-on and in-
cludes extensive live fire at a va-
riety of clay target presentations. 
The participant-to-instructor ratio 
is four to one. There will be a short 
(approximately 15 minutes) ses-
sion on range safety and shotgun 
handling at the start of each shoot-
ing session. 

Further information and direc-
tions will be sent to registrants.

What: Hunters Wingshooting 
Clinic

Where: Briar Knoll Hunting and 
Fishing Club, near Amboy, IL

When: Saturday & Sunday, June 
6 &7, 2009; two shooting sessions 
each day: 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
and 12:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Who: Hunters ages 16 and up
Instructors: NSCA and IDNR 

Certified Wingshooting Instruc-
tors

Sponsored by: Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and 
the Briar Knoll Hunting & Fishing 
Club

Charge: $30 per person



57
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

June/July 2009                                We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                             www.Bdarn.com

Supplies/Materials: Clay tar-
gets, traps, and refreshments are 
covered by the cost of registration. 
NSCA/IDNR Certified Instruc-
tors are provided at no additional 
cost.

Reservations: Limited to 20 per 
session. Call the IDNR at 217/785-
8129 Monday-Friday from 7:30 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. The last day for res-
ervations is Wed., June 3, 2009.
 Abraham Hunter Wins 
the 2009 illinois Junior 

Duck Stamp Design 
Contest

Vienna, Illinois native wins for 
second consecutive year

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Abraham 
Hunter, a home-schooled student 
from Vienna, won “Best of Show” 
honors during the Illinois seg-
ment of the Federal Junior Duck 
Stamp Design Contest, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) announced today.

“Abraham Hunter has abso-
lutely exceeded all expectations of 
this contest,” said IDNR Director 
Marc Miller. “His passion for art, 
and for the great outdoors, comes 
through in his work. We are proud 
of Abraham and of all of the young 
participants in this contest and 
encourage them to continue their 
passion for wildlife and the out-
doors throughout their lives.”

The acrylic painting entitled 
“Golden Daybreak” depicts a pair 
of common goldeneye ducks with 
the male spreading his wings and 
shaking off water. The winning 
artwork has been entered in the 
national competition to be held 
April 22, 2009 at the Smithso-
nian National Postal Museum in 
Washington, D.C. It is the second 
consecutive year that an entry 
from Abraham Hunter has been 
selected for the “Best of Show” 
honor in Illinois.

Illinois’ “Best of Show” and 
all first, second, and third-place 
winning entries can be viewed at 
http://dnr.state.il.us/education/
classrm/ribbon/main.htm.

The Federal Junior Duck Stamp 
Design Contest’s goal is to teach 
environmental science through 
the arts. The Junior Duck Stamp 
program is patterned on the adult 
Federal Duck Stamp Contest. 
The winning national entry will 
grace the 2009-2010 Federal Junior 
Duck Stamp and will be featured 
on limited edition prints and 
other licensed products. The na-
tional first-place artist will receive 
$5,000.

Abraham Hunter ’s “Best of 
Show” design was chosen from 
a group of 12 first-place winners 
in four categories: Group IV – 
grades 10-12; Group III – grades 
7-9; Group II – grades 4-6; and 
Group I – grades K-3. Three first, 
second and third-place winners 
were selected in each age group, 
along with 16 honorable men-
tion designations. There were 475 
entries. Entrants are from public, 
private, and home schools, as well 
as private art studios.

Hunter ’s work was judged a 
first-place winner in Group IV. 
The two other winners in this 
division were Victoria Grubb 
(home-schooled, Pleasant Plains) 
and Taylor Snowman (Snowman 
Art Studio, Canton).

Group III winners include Ed-
die Garland (Bureau Valley High 
School, Manlius), Logan Barnas 
(Bureau Valley High School, Man-
lius) and Alexandra Grubb (home-
schooled, Pleasant Plains).

Oskar Adams (New Hebron 
Christian School, Robinson), Julia 
Walchessen (Hinsdale Center for 
the Arts, Hinsdale) and Haley 
Planson (Hinsdale Center for the 
Arts, Hinsdale) were the first-
place winners for Group II.

Nicole Lulkin (Art School of 
Glenview, Glenview), Matthew 
Jacquot (Epiphany Catholic School, 
Normal) and Joel Song (Art School 
of Glenview, Glenview) were 
awarded first place in Group I.

For his effort, Abraham Hunter 
will receive a variety of gifts and 
recognitions from the IDNR and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
plus two hand-carved and painted 
miniature duck decoys donated by 
the Sangamon Valley Woodcarv-
ers. All students who place first, 
second, third or honorable men-
tion receive a ribbon. All partici-
pants receive a certificate.

The annual contest is part of the 
Federal Junior Duck Stamp Design 
Contest, administered in Illinois 
by the Department of the Interior’s 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the IDNR. For more information, 
contact the IDNR Division of Edu-
cation at dnr.teachkids@illinois.
gov or 217-524-4126

KAnSAS
new regulation At la 
Cygne reservoir Bans 

All Alcohol
Vandalism, violence cited as rea-

sons for ban
LA CYGNE -- For the past 30 

years, La Cygne Reservoir, a Kan-
sas City Power and Light cooling 
lake, and the adjacent Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks 
(KDWP) wildlife area in Linn 
County have provided excellent 
hunting, fishing, and recreation 
opportunities. Recently, the power 
company and KDWP signed a new 
lease agreement that will provide 
public outdoor recreation at the 
lake and wildlife area for another 
20 years.

One notable change in the lease 
is prohibition of alcoholic bever-
ages, including 3.2 percent malt 
beverages, on the lake and wildlife 
area. Boat ramps, parking areas, 
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campsites, and other access points 
are posted with signs announcing 
the new regulation. Safety of area 
visitors and protection of property 
have prompted the move. In recent 
years, vandalism, trash, unruly 
behavior, and fights have led to 
similar bans at some state fishing 
lakes. The same problems have oc-
curred at La Cygne, leading to the 
regulation change. Hopefully, this 
effort will give property visitors 
an even more enjoyable outdoor 
experience.

This regulation is part of the lease 
agreement for the state-managed 
wildlife area and does not apply to 
Linn County Park. For more infor-
mation, phone 913-352-8941.

louiSiAnA
Three Men Sentenced 
in federal Court for 
Duck Violations in 
Plaquemines Parish 

Three Chalmette men were sen-
tenced in Federal Court for mi-
gratory game bird violations on 
March 17, 2009 in the Eastern 
District of Louisiana.

Donald Picou Sr., 50, Donald 
Picou Jr., 23, and Richard Wallace, 
20, pled guilty to taking over the 
limit ducks.  Picou Jr. and Wallace 
also pled guilty to migratory game 
bird tagging violations.

Picou Sr. was sentenced to pay a 
fine of $400, a $10 special assess-
ment fee and placed on one-year 
inactive probation.  Terms of the 
probation are no hunting migra-
tory game birds for one year.

Picou Jr. was ordered to pay a 
fine of $500 fine, a $10 special as-
sessment and placed on one-year 
inactive probation. Terms of the 
probation are no hunting migra-
tory game birds for one year.  For 
the tagging violation, he was or-
dered to pay a $220 fine plus a $10 
special assessment.

Richard Wallace was ordered 
to pay a fine of $500 fine, a $10 
special assessment and placed on 
one-year inactive probation. Terms 
of the probation are no hunting 
migratory game birds for one year.  
For the tagging violation he was 
ordered to pay a $220 fine plus a 
$10 special assessment.

The conviction was the result 
of a Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
Enforcement Division Nov. 8, 
2008 investigation. LDWF Agents 
documented all three subjects with 
a limit of ducks after a morning 
hunt.  Agents then observed the 
same group of hunters return in 
the afternoon for an evening hunt.  
When the group returned from the 
evening hunt, they were in pos-
session of eight additional ducks 
placing them over their limit. 

According to the subjects, the 
18 ducks shot that morning were 
being stored at Picou Senior’s resi-
dence.  With the cooperation of all 
three subjects the agents seized all 
26 ducks.

Agents participating in the case 
were Lt. Robert Martin, Sgt. Adam 
Young, and Senior Agent Villere 
Reggio.  Subjects were sentenced 
by U.S. Magistrate Judge Louis 
Moore. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Jordan Ginsberg prosecuted the 
case.

For more information, contact 
Capt. Sammy Martin at 985-447-
0821 or smartin@wlf.louisiana.
gov.

MiCHiGAn
Michigan natural 

resources Commission 
to Meet June 4 in 

lansing
The Michigan Natural Resources 

Commission (NRC) will meet on 
Thursday, June 4, in Lansing for 
its regular monthly meeting. The 

commission will meet in rooms 
201 and 202 of the Lansing Center, 
located at 333 E. Michigan Ave. in 
Lansing.

Prior to the regular business 
meeting, the NRC’s Policy Com-
mittee on Wildlife and Fisheries 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. in Room 202 
to review several Wildlife Conser-
vation Order amendments deal-
ing with the statewide bear plan, 
furbearer regulations, field trial 
regulations, antlerless deer license 
quotas and managed waterfowl/
early season regulations. Also the 
committee will receive the final 
results of the 2008 deer hunting 
season.

At 12:30 p.m., the NRC Policy 
Committee on Land Manage-
ment will meet in Room 202. 
The committee will review NRC 
Policy 1010 regarding appeals 
to the NRC, receive updates on 
state trail issues and conservation 
easements.

At 1:45 p.m., the NRC Policy 
Committee on Finance and Ad-
ministration will meet in Room 
202 to review the Department of 
Natural Resources’ monthly spend 
plan, receive an update on recent 
audits and receive an update from 
Michigan Treasury Department 
representatives on the DNR’s in-
vestments.

At 3 p.m. the Committee of the 
Whole will convene in Room 201 
to review DNR Director Rebecca 
Humphries’ action items on the 
meeting’s agenda. The committee 
will also receive a legislative up-
date and Washington D.C. report, 
hear a presentation on conserva-
tion officer job analysis, receive 
an update on Lt. Governor John 
Cherry’s work to reorganize state 
government, review a proposal to 
lease DNR shooting ranges, and 
honor DNR employees receiving 
this year’s Director’s Award.
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Public appearances before the 
commission begin at 4:30 p.m. Per-
sons wishing to give public com-
ment to the commission should 
contact Teresa Gloden, assistant to 
the NRC, at (517) 373-2352 or glo-
dent@michigan.gov. Persons also 
can contact Gloden at the meeting 
site to sign up for the public com-
ment period. At 5 p.m., there will 
be a presentation of the National 
Archery in the Schools Program 
national champion.

The NRC will take action on ap-
proving a new policy for appeals 
to the NRC, field trial regula-
tions, wolf management, furbearer 
regulations, approving which 
Deer Management Units will be 
opened or closed to antlerless deer 
hunting during the 2009 hunting 
season, and approval the Pure 
Michigan Hunt.

D N R  D i r e c t o r  R e b e c c a 
Humphries will take action on 
whether or not DNR shooting 
ranges should be leased, antlerless 
deer license fees, the Michigan 
bear management plan, an oil and 
gas lease auction that took place 
on May 5, and she will authorize 
several land transactions.

For more information on the 
NRC, including the meeting agen-
da and related documents, as well 
as past meeting minutes, go to 
www.michigan.gov/nrc.

federal Delisting of 
Wolves Complete; State 
Management Plan Takes 

Effect
Gray wolves today were re-

moved from the federal endan-
gered species list, a move that of-
ficially transfers wolf management 
authority to the state level.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources will now man-
age wolves under provisions 

specified in the state wolf manage-
ment plan.

“The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s decision to return wolf 
management to the state of Michi-
gan shows their confidence in our 
ability to successfully manage 
a viable wolf population,” said 
DNR wolf program coordinator 
Brian Roell.

The DNR now has the authority 
to use lethal control to manage 
wolves in cases where nonlethal 
methods, such as husbandry 
practices, noise-making devices, 
barrier fencing and rubber bullets, 
are not successful or viable. Lethal 
control of problem wolves was not 
allowed while wolves remained 
on the federal endangered spe-
cies list.

“Nonlethal control and educat-
ing the public about wolf behavior 
remains our preferred means of 
managing the wolf population,” 
Roell said. “But having the op-
tion to remove wolves with a 
documented history of depreda-
tion on livestock or pets will help 
improve public perception of wolf 
management and should increase 
the public’s acceptance of wolves 
in our environment.”

Additionally, the removal of 
wolves from the federal endan-
gered species list activates legis-
lation passed last year allowing 
livestock and pet owners to use 
immediate, lethal control against 
wolves that are attempting to kill 
or injure domestic animals.

Livestock and pet owners should 
be aware of the following regula-
tions governing the legal use of 
lethal control:

 * The wolf must be in the act 
of preying upon (attempting to 
kill or injure) livestock or a pet. A 
wolf merely present near domestic 
animals does not authorize the use 
of lethal control.

 * Lethal control of a wolf must be 
reported to the Report All Poach-
ing hotline at 800-292-7800 within 
12 hours of the taking.

 * Possession of the wolf carcass 
must be retained until a DNR 
official is available to take posses-
sion. A DNR official will respond 
to the scene within 12 hours of 
notification.

 * The wolf carcass shall not be 
moved, unless normal farming 
practices will be impeded. In that 
case, the wolf may be moved to 
a secure location, but not before 
photos are taken of the wolf and 
the area where lethal control was 
used. If lethal control is taken by 
a pet owner, the wolf must not be 
moved.

 * The specific legal language 
governing these regulations is 
posted online at www.michigan.
gov/wolves.

“Though the methods avail-
able for managing wolves have 
expanded to allow lethal control 
when appropriate, it is important 
to remember that wolves remain 
a protected nongame species in 
Michigan,” Roell said.

“No hunting season is in place, 
and it remains illegal to kill a wolf 
without permission, unless the 
wolf poses a threat to human life 
or is in the process of attacking 
livestock or a pet,” Roell added. 
“Poaching cases should be im-
mediately reported to the state’s 
Report All Poaching hotline at 
800-292-7800.”

For more information, contact 
Roell at (906) 228-6561 or roellb@
michigan.gov.

MinnESoTA
Dnr seeks comments on 
temporary hunting rules
Minnesotans have until June 26 

to submit written comments or 
requests for public hearings on a 
number of temporary regulations 


