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Thanks to Stackpole Books we 
offer you an excerpt from The 

Worlds Best Shoots by Alex Brant 
Copyrights: Stackpole Books 2008

Buy the Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you four pages 
from this book  to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Great dog work and lots of quail ought to  
go together like butter and biscuits but  
with wild bobwhite populations down by 

over eighty per cent over the last two decades through-
out much of the bird’s historic range, hunters have 
found their field fare pretty dry of late. Those seeking 
quail hunting like it used to be - wild birds aplenty 
shot over classic pointers - should look to Mike Wy-
att’s First Shot Outfitters, headquartered in Coleman 
County in north-west Texas. Sited just south of Rolling 
Plains country, Wyatt’s operation offers a wide variety 
of hunting opportunities throughout the year - from 
spring turkey to dove to ducks to deer - but his first 
love is catering to discriminating quail hunters.

I first hunted with Wyatt back in the late ’90s when 
he was guiding part-time for a large ranch near Guthrie, 
in Dickens County, Texas. During my first threeday 
bobwhite hunt Wyatt clearly proved the most suc-
cessful guide on the ranch with the best dogs, and he 
consistently produced almost double the daily covey 
rises of other guides. My father, my uncle and myself 
were so impressed we’ve been repeat clients since, 
following Mike when he returned to full-time guid-
ing and outfitting for himself. Now in his ninth year 
of operation, Wyatt is considered by many one of the 
best independent quail guides in Texas - which, given 
the state’s size and bird-hunting traditions, sounds 
Eke big talk.

But I don’t doubt it. Last year Texas suffered what 
was arguably its worst quail season in twenty years. 
A scorching summer and severe drought produced a 
disastrous breeding season through much of the state, 
especially for bobwhites. In a year in which many Texas 
wild-quail lodges simply cancelled their bookings, 
we were able to push fifteen to twenty coveys and 
take limits of fifteen birds daily - of blue quail mostly, 

with a handful of bobwhites tossed in. The latter have 
traditionally been Wyatt’s staple but because he leases 
vast amounts of territory - more than 260,000 acres last 
year - he was able to move his hunters where the birds 
were, to West Texas where blue quail populations had 
held up much better than those of bobwhites.

This meant two-hour, crack-of-dawn rides from 
Wyatt’s lodge into scalie country, and equally long 
return trips, but the truck time was worth it when you 
consider the alternatives. As has often been noted, the 
scaled quail is not a gentleman Eke Mister Bob - coveys 
run like rabbits and flush wilder and at longer range, 
with the singles often flying to the thickest prickly stuff 
this side of Br’er Rabbit’s briar patch. Tighter-holding 
scalie singles offer closer shooting opportunities but 
hunters raised on bobwhites should expect a faster-
paced hunt through harder terrain than they might 

First Shot Outfitters 
aka A Dog Man’s 

Quail Hunt
By Vic Venters
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which tend to be larger. Bobwhites 
in Coleman are typically hunted in 
and around pastures; blue and bobs 
to the west in everything from open 
rangeland to pastures.

In a normal year hunters typi-
cally average pushing twenty-plus 
bobwhite coveys per day; two 
years ago in a spectacular season it 
averaged well over thirty. Last year 
around Coleman bobwhite popula-
tions were so depressed Wyatt rarely 
hunted them. In a good year blues in 
West Texas can be so abundant that 
if hunters can shoot well personal 
limits should be had by lunch.

The good news is that this 
summer ’s abundant rains have 
produced dramatically better habi-
tat conditions for both bobwhites 
around Coleman and blues and bobs 
out west. Populations are expected 
to rebound substantially; how much 
so will not be known until hunters 
hit the fields. Nonetheless Wyatt is 
confident of a good year, especially 
near Sweetwater where bobwhites 
should make up a greater percent-
age of the bag than last year’s scalie-
dominated crop.

Expect to eat well in Wyatt’s 
care. In the standard package all 
meals are provided and hunters nor-
mally return to the lodge for lunch 
and dinner. Mike’s wife, Monica, is 
the cook at the Coleman lodge, and 
a good enough one to be featured in 
Tosh Brown’s new cookbook Graz-
ing Across Texas, which featured 
recipes from ranches and sport-
ing lodges across the state. Lunch 
might be fried quail with gravy 
and all the fixings; dinner might be 
mesquite-grilled rib-eye steaks or 
chicken-fried steak, finished with a 
bevy of homemade cookies, pies or 
almond-layered bread pudding. Wy-
att provides beer but guests should 
bring their own wine or liquor to 
the lodge. For those who can’t quite 
leave business back in the big city, 
Wyatt’s lodge has internet access, 
landline telephone and fax, and a 

copy machine. Satellite TV provides 
a fix for the sports-addicted.

Most of First Shot’s business 
is word-of-mouth and repeat cus-
tomers and December dates, in 
particular, tend to be booked long 
in advance.

The nearest commercial airport 
is Abilene, a forty-five-minute drive 
from Coleman and about an hour 
and a half from Sweetwater. Parties 
may rent their own transportation 
or arrange with the Wyatts for a 
shuttle service, a cost effective op-
tion that can accommodate four to 
six hunters.

Cartridges are not provided as 
part of the package but is readily 
available in Abilene for the wing-
shooters who arrive by air - though 
those with exotic shotshell needs 
(such as short 2 1/2 inch cartridges) 
should ship ahead of time to the 
lodge. Small bores are suitable for 
the bobwhites under normal condi-
tions though late-season blues are 
best tackled with 12-gauges - and 
be sure to bring some righter chokes 
if your gun has screw-ins. I like No. 
7.5 shot for all round Texas quail 
shooting, though some argue No. 6 
shot appropriate for blues flushing 
at longer ranges.

Non-residents are required to 
purchase a S45 small-game licence. 
For more information or to purchase 
online: http://wwwtpwd.state.
tx.us/business/ licenses/online - 
sales/

Wild birds are always unpre-
dictable, as are their populations, 
but I have never been surprised by 
Mike’s work ethic. Simply put, he 
and his guides will hustle to give 

typically be used to, though not all 
of the rangeland will be as cactus-
studded as some of that we hunted 
through.

This year the long rides will be 
a thing of the past as Wyatt has just 
opened a satellite lodge near Sweet-
water and Colorado City, which is 
much closer to his West Texas leases. 
He has also added more land, and 
now controls a staggering 350,000-
plus acres around the Sweetwater 
operation. In bobwhite country 
around Coleman, Wyatt leases 
60,000 acres, -which is hunted from 
his purpose built 2,000-square-foot 
lodge of Douglas fir logs built in 
2005. With two bedrooms, a loft and 
two bathrooms, and a great room 
with a cavernous rock fireplace, the 
lodge has an intimate, rustic feel 
about it. 1 have not seen the new 
Sweetwater lodge but according to 
Wyatt it is a refurbished farmhouse, 
‘very clean and comfortable’.

Each of the lodges sleeps nine - 
or three parties of three. A group of 
nine is required to book each lodge 
fully for themselves; otherwise 
separate parties will share the lodge. 
Including himself, Wyatt has six 
guides working for him; each has at 
least twelve fully trained dogs and 
is equipped with a rigged-out ATV 
for transporting hunters, dogs and 
guides. Typically parties comprise 
two to three (max) hunters per ATV. 
Wyatt and his guides typically run 
two pointers on the ground simul-
taneously, sometimes just one dog 
if the blues are especially jumpy, 
Expect top-flight dog work - Wyatt 
is uncompromising in his selection 
and training of dogs. Each guide 
also has a retriever to assist in find-
ing downed birds though Wyatt re-
ports Lexie, his black Lab, ‘points as 
many singles as my pointers’. (Yes, 
Lexie does point!) Wyatt is careful 
with his wild-bird resource, allow-
ing three bobwhites to be taken from 
a covey before moving on to find 
another; a couple more birds can 
be taken from blue-quail coveys, 

Thanks to Stackpole 
Books we offer you 
an excerpt from The 

Worlds Best Shoots by 
Alex Brant Copyrights: 
Stackpole Books 2008
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Shooting

Have you ever heard  
this statement? “Oh,  
recoil doesn’t bother 

me. In fact, I like to feel the gun kick 
a little.” Every time I hear someone 
say that, I just shake my head, know-
ing that it is just a matter of time 
before they start missing targets. 
Whether or not the shooter realizes 
it, the body can only take so much 
punishment before it starts to react. 
Usually this is seen as involuntary 
flinching or closing of the eyes at the 
moment the trigger is pulled. Once 
this happens, results will suffer. 
Recoil will always have a negative 
effect on shotgun shooting.

So, what are some steps you can 
take to reduce recoil? First and most 
important is gun fit. It is extremely 
important to make sure the gun fits 
the shooter. If the length of pull is 
too long the shooter will take more 
recoil in the shoulder and if it is too 
short they will take more recoil in 
the wrist and forearm. It is best to 
have a gun fitter check to make sure 
that the length of pull on the gun is 
correct for the shooter.

Second, increase the gun’s 
weight. A shotgun transfers the 
recoil impact from the shotshell to 
the shooter. The heavier the gun, the 
less actual recoil force transferred. 
Weight can be added to the gun 
via recoil reducers that are added 
to the barrel(s) and the stock. Also, 
there is a common misconception 

Reduce Recoil to Improve 
Marksmanship

By Marisa Lee-Sasser

that a 20-gauge shotgun will kick 
less than a 12-gauge, when many 
times the opposite is true. Most 
20-gauge shotguns are built on 
smaller frames, which make them 
lighter, actually causing them to 
kick more. Anything you can do to 
add weight to your gun will reduce 
recoil.

Third, shoot the lightest and 
slowest shotshell load you know 
will get the job done. As a shotshell 
load’s weight and velocity increases, 
so does the total value of the recoil 
force generated by that load. Even 
a slight decrease in weight (ounce 
of shot) has a significant effect on 
reducing recoil, as does every 50-
fps (feet per second) decrease in 
velocity.

Fourth, consider installing a 
good recoil pad to help lesson the 
impact. Obviously, the softer the 
pad installed; the more recoil that 
is absorbed. Many different brands 

are on the market today, designed 
to convert a sharp knock to the 
shoulder into more of a push. In ad-
dition, depending on the brand, the 
recoil pad may increase the square 
inches of surface area of the butt of 
the shotgun that is in contact with 
the shooter’s shoulder. This larger 
surface area spreads the recoil force 
to the shoulder over a larger surface 
area, lessoning the impact on any 
one point.

Lastly, consider shooting an au-
toloading shotgun. A gas-operated 
autoloader can absorb a certain 
amount of the actual recoil force so 
that there is less total recoil trans-
ferred to the shooter. Gun type is 
a matter of preference, so if you 
prefer an over and under you can 
compensate for the extra recoil with 
a heavier gun and lighter shotshell 
loads. When you combine the 
weight of a 12-gauge shotgun with 
light 7/8-ounce loads, you have a 
sweet shooting gun you can shoot 
all day.

Ultimately, some shooters are 
simply more sensitive to recoil than 
others. This often increases with age. 
This is no time to be stoic or as one 
of my old softball coaches use to 
say to “suck it up.” Do everything 
you can to lessen recoil if you care 
about shooting to the best of your 
ability. Your scores, whether on the 
clays course or in the field, will reap 
the benefits!
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One of the nice things  
about being a publish 
er is it allows one to 

vent sometimes.  In this article we 
are going to talk about control, 
learning and what happens when 
you aren’t over seeing them with 
reference to both dogs and kids.

How Far Can I Go?
I have a policy of never calling 

my dog for incidental things.  That 
policy comes from several areas. 
When I was in Air Force Basic Train-
ing years ago my TI had one large 
picture in his office.  It was called 
the Last Great Act of Defiance. The 
picture was of an Eagle claws open 
about to pick up a mouse who was 
standing straight flipping off the 
eagle. Makes one wanna chuckle. 
But I think every living thing has 
that gene for the Last Great Act of 
defiance… dogs, kids, teenagers and 
normal people as well. 

When I call my dog I want it 
come. If it doesn’t I will personally 
run it down, roll it over and have a 

“Come to Jesus Talk” with it. No hit-
ting! But I will lay on it and explain 
in a soft voice, as their great ancestor 
wolf pack would do, that they are in 
a bit of trouble.

My dogs THINKS they know 
at what distance I can run and have 
the talk… but I HAVE amazed them 
when they pull that “Last Great Act 
of defiance” bit.  But I like to keep 
my distance… being less every year, 
my little secret.

Yea we can discuss those that 

think before any dog is let out of 
the kennel a remote collar should 
go on them… but I simply am not 
in that camp.

Kids At A Distance
Our son Ron just turned 17. Last 

month he asked if him and his two 
teenage buddies could go to our 
cabin near Park Falls, WI over Me-
morial Day weekend.  That is FAR 
beyond visual or lead distance. My 
dad had a saying: “One boy is a boy, 
two boys a half a boy, three boys, no 
boy at all.” And my experience is he 
is very right!

Ellen and I talked about the trip 
and begrudgingly we agreed. Hey 
in a year he’ll be 18 and can go any-
where he wants to. Just like dogs at 
a distance sometimes you have to 
let kids get some experience to keep 
them out of trouble. 

Teenagers being what they can 
be we did not hear a word from 
our son til Sunday when they were 
suppose to be on their way home. 
It was a simple text message: “We 
are having such a great time, we are 
staying another night!” How many 
times as a parent would you ever get 
a message like that? They still had 
ten fingers and toes and they were 

Kids And Dogs Sometimes 
Should Be Let Off Leash.

By Dennis Guldan

Another Perspective
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having a great time… we all should 
be so lucky!

We know parents that henpeck 
their kids and when turned loose 
they CAN’T be trusted.  Our sons 
never had his toy guns played with 
so much as when he had a buddy 
over that was not ALLOWED 
GUNS! To Ron it was no big deal. 
Sometimes you have to loosen the 
leash a bit and hope for the best.

We found out later our son and 
his two buddies partied with the 
Park Falls locals and experienced 
a whole new side of life they never 
would have. Same thing holds true 
for a dog that gets a bit beyond the 
normal distance.

Things Learned 
Outside the 
Classroom

I take my dogs for a walk every 
morning. Most of that walk they 
are a block or so ahead of me… 
about 50/50 in sight. Both Scooby 
and Jennys tail are just a wagging. 
In fact Scooby our Springer is a 
basket case a mile from where we 
go to walk thinking about today’s 
discoveries.

They may tree squirrels find 
a bird or two and learn about life. 
They are happy dogs that have a 
good foundation of life. Periodically 
we will walk past a person walking 
their dog inches away from them. 
The dog rarely has a wagging tail. 
They are out of the house for a walk 
but not having fun.  I’m sure they 
poop on command too! Not my idea 
of a good life for a dog.

Without question my dogs 
know when we are hunting. When 
that gun comes out a switch is 
turned in their heads… they are 
smart, exposure and mother nature 
has made them so. When we are 
hunting they don’t chase squirrels 
or deer… pervious experience has 
told them it is not worth their time. 
Dad obviously was going hunting 

they are going where the birds are 
and they act like the kid that sits in 
front of the nun with the biggest 
ruler in church…. On task!

Field Knowledge
We all know one of the secrets 

of a birdy dog is one that gets a 
bunch of birds in front of them. But 
there is much more to finding birds 
then homing in on that one scent. 
A good dog needs to know how to 
work the wind. A good dog needs 
to know how to get through brush 
quietly and effectively. A good dog 
needs to know how to pattern well.  

Without question a good trainer can 
teach these. But another option is to 
let your dogs run, take them for a 
walk, let them get educated. 

Is There A Better 
Way?

Sure I could send my dogs to 
boot camp for three months every 
summer and we’d probably be run-
ning at the nationals if my dogs and 
wallet could handle that… but that’s 
not gonna happen.

So I pick my battles. Ninety 
nine+ percent of the time when I 
call either one of my dogs, they 
come with no issues. The rest of the 
time… usually all I need to do is take 
a couple of steps and they know I 
mean business… it’s a system that 
works for all of us….  Kids and dogs 
a like. And life is far too short not to 
have a good time. 

Happy hunting and good luck 
with the dogs!
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News From The AKC

AKC Announces New 
Program for Mixed 

Breeds
For the past 125 years, the 

American Kennel Club® has been 
the nation’s premier advocate for 
dogs and the people who love 
them. The AKC’s Board of Direc-
tors has voted unanimously to 
proceed with a program for mixed 
breed dogs which will allow it to 
act even more broadly and effec-
tively as the dog’s champion. The 
creation of this program ushers 
in new opportunities for AKC’s 
constituents and clubs and will 
allow the organization to grow 
and flourish.

“Our goal in creating a pro-
gram specifically designed for 
mixed breeds is to share our pas-
sion for dogs and our sport,” said 
AKC President and CEO Dennis 
Sprung. “AKC will broaden its 
legislative influence by represent-
ing more dog owners and achieve 
greater exposure for our respon-
sible dog ownership messaging. 
But ultimately, the positive devel-
opments that this program creates 
will benefit dogs the most, and this 
is what we value above all.”

The mixed breeds program 
will be implemented in three phas-
es. As of October 1, 2009 owners 
can begin enrolling their pets and 
receive an AKC ID number. Then 
beginning April 1, 2010 enrolled 
dogs will be eligible to compete 
in mixed breed classes at stand-
alone AKC Agility, Obedience and 
Rally events. Soon after they will 
have access to benefits such as dis-
counted AKC Companion Animal 

Recovery Lost and Found service, 
a free AKC Canine Good Citizen® 
certificate for dogs passing the 
CGC test, a free initial veterinary 
visit, a trial offer of pet health in-
surance and discounted coupons 
for dog supplies.

The third phase will offer a 
dedicated Web site where dog 
owners can interact via an online 
community with discussion fo-
rums and access dog care video 
downloads, advice from experts 
and the most up-to-date news on 
canine health and welfare. The site 
will be continually enhanced with 
new features and benefits in order 
to respond to the changing needs 
of pet owners.

This new AKC initiative is the 
first designed to specifically ben-
efit mixed breed dogs and their 
dog owners, however the AKC 
has long included mixed breeds 
in programs such as AKC Canine 
Good Citizen®, AKC S.T.A.R. 
Puppysm, AKC Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day and the AKC CAR 
Canine Support and Relief Fund’s 
disaster relief efforts. In addition, 
AKC has always actively advocat-

ed for the rights of all dog owners 
and the welfare of dogs through 
its Government Relations efforts 
and serves dog owners through 
its affiliate organizations such as 
the AKC Humane Fund, AKC Ca-
nine Health Foundation and AKC 
Companion Animal Recovery.

For more information about 
the AKC’s mixed breeds program, 
visit www.akc.org/mixedbreeds.

One Texas Breeder Bill 
Defeated, Help Still 

Needed
A Texas Legislature conference 

committee has rejected Senate 
amendments to House Bill 2310 
that attempted to turn a straight-
forward bill regarding the Texas 
Department of Licensing and 
Regulation into a strict breeder 
regulation bill.

As amended by the Senate, 
House Bill 2310 limited com-
mercial breeders from possessing 
more than 50 intact female animals 
in a facility at any time.This bill 
had already passed the House 
and Senate and only needed ap-
proval by the conference commit-
tee before the bill was given final 
approval by the House and sent to 
Governor Perry.

The AKC issued a Legislative 
Alert on HB 2310, notified Texas 
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breeders, dog clubs, and AKC of-
ficials about the amendments, and 
urged responsible dog owners to 
contact the Texas Legislature and 
Governor Perry to express op-
position to the bill.The AKC also 
worked with its state federation, 
Responsible Pet Owners Alliance 
(RPOA) to defeat the measure.
The AKC thanks RPOA and the 
numerous Texas breeders and 
fanciers who worked to ensure HB 
2310 did not become law.

AKC and RPOA are continu-
ing to work to defeat House Bill 
3180, another Texas bill that limits 
animal ownership and imposes 
numerous burdensome require-
ments on responsible breeders.
Read our latest legislative alert 
to learn more about this bill and 
how you can help us fight this 
legislation.

AKC and Dog 
Owners Win 

Ruling Granting a 
Trial to Challenge 

Constitutionality of 
Denver Breed Ban
The American Kennel Club® 

is pleased to announce that United 
States Court of Appeals for the 
Tenth Circuit has ruled in favor 
of plaintiffs Sonya Dias, Hillary 
Engel, and Sheryl White in their 
appeal challenging the constitu-
tionality of the Denver breed ban. 
This ruling reverses the United 
States District Court of Colorado’s 
2007 dismissal of the suit.

The Denver ordinance bans 
ownership or possession of the 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier, the 
American Staffordshire Bull Ter-
rier and the American Pit Bull 
Terrier and/or any dog with a 
majority of physical traits of one 

or more of these breeds within the 
City and County of Denver. Since 
2005, as a result of this ordinance, 
more than 1,000 dogs within the 
city limits have been euthanized.

In July 2008, the AKC® joined 
Karen R. Breslin of the Progressive 
Law Center, LLC of Lakewood, 
Colorado, and retained the Wash-
ington D.C. office of Kaye Scholer 
LLP to represent dog-owning 
plaintiffs Dias, Engel and White 
in their appeal in which they as-
serted that the Denver ordinance 
banning pit bulls within the city 
limits is unconstitutional. The 
original lawsuit stated the owners 
were forced to move out of Denver 
with their dogs because of the ban 
which they asserted was a viola-
tion of, among other things, their 
constitutional rights.

“The AKC has always opposed 
breed bans on the basis that there 
are no bad dogs, just bad owners. 
We support reasonable, enforce-
able, non-discriminatory laws to 
govern the ownership of dogs,” 
said Margaret Poindexter, Gen-
eral Counsel for the AKC. “We 
also have serious concerns about 
AKC breed standards being used 
by law enforcement to identify 
dangerous dogs. Breed standards 
are intended to serve as the writ-
ten ideal of a dog which breeders 
can aspire to, not a benchmark for 
defining dangerous dogs.”

In fact, the Tenth Circuit 
Court’s decision quotes the AKC 
breed standard for the Stafford-
shire Bull Terrier: “with its affec-
tions for its friends, and children 
in particular, its off-duty quietness 
and trustworthy stability, [the 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier is] a 
foremost all-purpose dog.”

The AKC supports laws that: 

establish a fair process by which 
specific dogs are identified as 
“dangerous” based on stated, 
measurable actions; impose ap-
propriate penalties on irrespon-
sible owners; and establish a 
well-defined method for dealing 
with dogs proven to be danger-
ous. If necessary, dogs proven to 
be “dangerous” may need to be 
humanely destroyed but the AKC 
strongly opposes any legislation 
that determines a dog to be “dan-
gerous” based on specific breeds 
or phenotypic classes of dogs.

Highlights From The 
May 11 & 12, 2009 

Meeting
Highlights from the May 2009 

meeting of the AKC Board of Direc-
tors are as follows:

    * The Russell Terrier will 
become eligible to compete in the 
Miscellaneous Class, effective Janu-
ary 1, 2010.

    * The kennel name “Sunny-
bank (Albert Payson Terhune) was 
retired for Collies, and the kennel 
name “Squier” (Richard H. and 
Doris Squier) was retired for Field 
Spaniels.

    * The revised standards for the 
Akita, the Black Russian Terrier, and 
the Polish Lowland Sheepdog, were 
approved as published in the AKC 
GAZETTE, effective July 1, 2009.

    * The Board approved the new 
suffix title, Certificate of Merit (CM) 
for dogs competing in the Miscel-
laneous Class, effective January 1, 
2010. The details are in the May 2009 
AKC Board minutes.

    * The Guidelines for Con-
formation Dog Show Judges were 
amended to prohibit a judge from 
using the services of an agent for at 
least four months after that agent 
exhibited under the judge. Previ-
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ously, the Guidelines only specified 
four months before.

    * The Board adopted a number 
of changes recommended by the 
Retriever Advisory Committee as 
follows:

          o Advice on amateurs judg-
ing a professional with whom they 
have a training relationship.

          o Changing “should” to 
“shall” in a number of the Standard 
Procedures.

          o An amendment to Chap-
ter 8, Section 9, of the Retriever 
Field Trial Rules regarding dogs 
with contagious communicable 
diseases. This will be read at the 
June 2009 Delegate meeting, with 
a VOTE in September 2009.

    * The Regulations for AKC 
Coonhound Bench Shows, Field 
Trials and Nite Hunts, and Water 
Races were amended to pro-

vide additional 
structure and 
clarification. 
The  amend -
ments are in-
cluded in the 
May 2009 min-
utes.

    *  The 
Match Regu-
lations were 
amended to 
require clubs 
to notify AKC 
no later than 
15 days prior 
to holding on 
“OC” match. 
This change is 
effective Au-
gust 1, 2009.

    * The Ral-
ly Regulations 
were amended, 
effective imme-

diately, to allow clubs to put the 
date of the trial and the name of 
the club on the face, back tab, or on 
a label attached to the ribbon.

    * The AKC Regulations for 
Agility Trials were amended, ef-
fective September 1, 2009, to allow 
clubs to hold a FAST class agility 
trial on the day preceding or fol-
lowing two consecutive days of 
agility trials.

The following Delegates were 
approved:

    * Ralph E. Hogancamp, 
Woodbury, MN, to represent Min-
neapolis Kennel Club

    * Marjorie B. McTernan, 
Punta Gorda, FL, to represent 
Norfolk Terrier Club

    * Barbara O’Neill, Seattle, 
WA, to represent Borzoi Club of 
America

    * Judith L. Priestly, Flint, 
MI, to represent Companion Dog 
Training Club of Flint

    * Mary Jo Rasmussen, Falls 
Church, VA, to represent Greater 
Swiss Mountain Dog Club of 
America

    * Martha Ruskai, Winston-
Salem, NC, to represent Winston-
Salem Dog Training Club

    * Deborah J. Wilkins, Prior 
Lake, MN, to represent St. Croix 
Valley Kennel Club

    * Harvey M. Wooding, Red-
ding, CT, to represent Westminster 
Kennel Club

AKC and AKC/CHF Breeders’ 
Symposium to be Held in Enid, 

Oklahoma
The American Kennel Club 

and the AKC Canine Health Foun-
dation will be presenting a canine 
Breeder’s Symposium at the Ch-
isholm Trail Pavilion, Garfield 
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county Fairgrounds in Enid, Okla-
homa on Saturday, September 19, 
2009. The symposium is open to all 
breeders, experienced and novice, 
plus anyone with a true dedication 
to dogs. This program will include 
topics relevant to a modern and 
responsible approach to canine 
breeding and medicine. the sym-
posium will offer dog breeders a 
forum to meet, learn, and share 
ideas, concerns and expertise. The 
event will feature speakers such 
as the renowned Claudia Orlandi, 
PhD presenting her ABC’s of Dog 
Breeding program, Gini Thoni, 
DVM speaking on The Nutrition 
of Lactation, Michael Davis, DVM, 
PhD on The Care of Performance 
Dogs, Rick Kesler, DVM present-
ing on Infectious Disease, Art 
Quinn, DVM talking on Canine 
Ophthalmology, Reed Holyoak, 
DVM, PhD, DACT on Canine re-
production and others.

This is a one day program. 
The cost of general admission is 
$95. For those wanting Continuing 
Education Credits, the cost is $200. 
This course has been submitted 
(but not yet approved) for 6 hours 
of continuing educational credits. 
The cost includes conference ma-
terial featuring the ABC’s of Dog 
Breeding, as well as breakfast and 
lunch. 

Make Plans to Attend 
Meet the Breeds™ 

This October in New 
York City 

Building on the success of the 
annual Meet the Breeds event held 
at the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship each December, 
the American Kennel Club will be 
holding its first stand-alone Meet 
the Breeds™ October 17-18, 2009 
at the Javits Center in New York 
City. Co-hosted by the Cat Fanci-

ers Association and sponsored by 
Pet Partners, Inc., it will be the 
largest showcase of its kind in 
the world, featuring more than 
160 dog breeds and 41 cat breeds. 
When you add in fun and educa-
tional demonstrations – dog and 
cat grooming, dog and cat agility, 
AKC Canine Good Citizen® Test-
ing and S.T.A.R. Puppy™ demos, 
K-9 Search and Rescue and First 
Aid for dogs and cats – as well as 
an art contest for kids, hundreds 
of unique vendors and a few sur-
prises along the way, this will be 
an event that can’t be missed.

As in the past, the Parent Clubs 
for each breed have been invited 
to staff the booths and decorate 
them to showcase the prominent 
characteristics, country of origin, 
and historical purpose and func-
tion of their breeds. Group win-
ners and a Best in Show Booth 
will be selected by the public. But 
most importantly, Parent Club 
volunteers -- the backbone of an 
event like this -- and their dogs 
will be on-hand all weekend to 
meet and greet visitors, hand out 
educational materials and teach 
the public about the characteristics 
of their breed. We are thankful for 
the outpouring of support that 
both Parent clubs and regional 
New York City-area clubs have 
shown thus far. Their willingness 
to participate will help make the 
event a great success.

And who says dogs and cats 
can’t get along? Our compatriots 
at the Cat Fanciers Association will 
be running their own educational 
area throughout the weekend that 
will feature grooming demonstra-
tions, disaster preparedness tips 
and Judging 101, in which a judge 
will walk the public through the 
cat judging process. “Ask the 
Expert” sessions and a “Breed 

Showcase” will inform event-
goers about cat ownership and 
the temperament and history of 
different cat breeds.

Public Education Coordinators 
and Canine Ambassadors in the 
tri-State area can also involve their 
schools and community groups 
in the festivities through the Meet 
the Breeds™ Art Contest. Students 
from ages 6-17 who are enrolled 
in grades 1-12 in New York, New 
Jersey or Connecticut are eligible 
to draw, paint or design with the 
aid of a computer a purebred dog 
or cat and compete for Best in 
Show and great prizes. The win-
ning artwork will be displayed 
at the Javits Center and on www.
meetthebreeds.com. All eligible 
entrants will also receive two free 
admission passes to the Javits 
Center the weekend of the event. 
Please encourage all young dog 
or cat lovers in your area to enter 
this contest. More information 
can be found at http://www.akc.
org/meet_the_breeds/art_con-
test_flier.pdf

We recommend that you book-
mark www.meetthebreeds.com 
and visit it regularly over the 
coming months as we continue 
to add information about new 
demonstrations and events, tickets 
and more. It’s shaping up into an 
exciting inaugural event, and we 
highly encourage everyone in the 
area to make plans to attend!

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker

Chairman
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State News

ARKANSAS 
AGFC closes second 

access route on Trusten 
Holder WMA

Due to continued flooding, 
AGFC closes second access route 
on Trusten Holder WMA

LITTLE ROCK – In the interest of 
public safety, the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission has closed 
the West Boundary Road on the 
Trusten Holder Wildlife Manage-
ment Area. The West Boundary 
Road traverses the west side Area 
1 and lies south of the Norrell 
Lock and Dam on the Arkansas 
Post Shipping Canal. Earlier this 
month, the AGFC closed another 
road in the WMA leading to Big 
Island.

Following an inspection of the 
road by AGFC staff earlier this 
week, water was found running 
across the road as much as a foot 
deep in places. The river gauge 
reading at the Norrell Lock was 
at 144.9 feet with projections by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to rise another foot by April 20. 
AGFC area staff reported the 
lengths of road already covered 
by water made staying on the road 
very difficult.

These conditions, as well as the 
potential for washouts in the road 
which may be covered by flood 
water, create a very hazardous 
situation for the public, accord-
ing to AGFC Regional Supervisor, 
Roger Milligan. “After our inspec-
tion of the road this morning and 
consultations with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Refuge person-
nel, the decision to close the road 
to protect the public was the only 
reasonable alternative. We waited 

as long as possible to make sure 
the projected rises on the river 
actually occurred before we closed 
the road,” Milligan said. “Our staff 
will continue to monitor the river 
levels and will reopen the road 
as soon as conditions permit safe 
travel,” he added.

The river gauge at the Norrell 
Lock will have to fall below 144.0 
and the AGFC staff will have to 
inspect the road for damage and 
debris prior to any reopening. The 
spring turkey season remains open 
in this area with the only access be-
ing by boat. Anyone accessing the 
area by boat is reminded to always 
wear their life jacket and be aware 
of potentially hazardous currents 
and floating debris.

ARIzONA
2009-10 Arizona 

Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations available 

online
Hunters can start applying for 

fall hunts now; draw deadline is 
June 9

The 2009-10 Arizona Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations are 
available now at the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department’s Web site at 
www.azgfd.gov/draw. Applica-
tions are now being accepted for 
hunting permits for fall deer, tur-
key, juniors-only javelina, bighorn 
sheep, buffalo, bear, mountain lion 
and pheasant (antelope and elk are 
already complete).

The application deadline for 
the fall draw is Tuesday, June 9, 
by 7 p.m. (MST) – postmarks do 
not count. Those applying are re-
minded there is no online applica-
tion process available. All requests 
must be via the paper application 

process only – either by dropping 
the application off at any depart-
ment office or by U.S. mail.

All of the materials needed to 
apply are available at www.azgfd.
gov/draw, including a digital PDF 
application that can be filled out 
using a computer for improved 
legibility, some minor error pre-
vention and convenience. Howev-
er, the PDF form must be printed, 
signed and submitted (along with 
the correct fees using check or 
money order) by mail, or by hand 
delivery to any department office. 
The form can also be printed and 
filled out using an ink pen.

Printed copies of the 2009-10 
Arizona Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations booklet, applications 
and envelopes are anticipated 
to be available at license dealers 
statewide by mid-May.

Applicants should note, there 
is a new P.O. Box for submitting 
hunt permit applications and the 
new address should be reflected 
on the new envelopes. The new 
address is Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, Attn.: Drawing Sec-
tion, P.O. Box 74020, Phoenix, AZ 
85087-1052. However, applications 
mailed to the old address will be 
automatically forwarded to the 
new address.

Hunters are reminded to avoid 
a couple of common mistakes 
when applying for a fall hunt 
permit-tag. Some common errors 
include using Game Management 
Unit numbers (one to two-digit, 
sometimes with letter code) in lieu 
of the hunt numbers (four-digit), 
incorrect payment amount, and 
using the wrong year’s hunting 
license number.

Apply early and take advantage 
of the grace period. Here’s how it 
works: If your application has a 
mistake and is received by May 
28, the department will attempt to 
call you three times in a 24-hour 


