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Firearms

The concept of cast-off (or cast-
on for left-handed shooters) receives 
unusually short editorial shrift in 
this country, perhaps because it was 
N.I.H. -- Not Invented Here. Or, 
perhaps because the concept is not 
understood and/or fully appreci-
ated. But with the influx of foreign-
made shotguns to our shores -- most 
of which have some cast-off built in 
at the factory -- more upland bird 
hunters are saying . . .

“I shoot this shotgun better than 
I’ve shot ANY gun in my life!” Small 
wonder. ADVANTAGE RIGHT 
(cast-off’s other name) is what usu-
ally spells the difference between 
being a “so-so” and a great shooter. 
For the bird hunter, that’s the dif-
ference between taking a occasional 
bird out of a covey and automatical-
ly taking a pair out of a rise. Here’s 
a rear view of what ADVANTAGE 
RIGHT looks like:

S i n c e  b i r d 
hunters are, al-
most by defini-
t ion,  “ inst inc-
tive” shooters, 
A D VA N TA G E 
RIGHT fits right 
into their plan. 
They get to hunt 
with head erect, 
both eyes focused 
on the flush. Their 
eyes never leave 
the target. The bird 
is taken when the 
butt touches the 
shoulder because 
the gun is point-
ing where the 
shooter is looking. 
Good dog work 
does the rest. Ex-
cept for the dog 
work, ADVAN-
TAGE RIGHT is 
the difference be-
tween “okay” and 
“great.”

In your mind’s eye, what do 
you suppose would happen if you 
were to substitute a cast-neutral gun 
in the accompanying illustration? 
To, in effect, give up your ADVAN-
TAGE?

For starters, when you bring the 
gun up to your shoulder: (1) you’d 
have to take your eyes off the target 
in order to locate the sight plane; so 
(2) you’d have to cant your head; 
which (3) pushes the comb of the 
stock down and to the right. And, 
like the rudder of a boat; (4) causes 
you to shoot high and to the left. 

Cast Off or On
Making the Difference

By Bill Hanus

The final indignity -- if you are a 
chubby-cheeked little rascal -- you 
will push the comb down even fur-
ther and shoot even higher and still 
more to the left.

    Add a disgusted look from the 
dog and it is easy to conclude there 
is no justice and the world is indeed 
a cruel place. Been there? Done that? 
Got the T-shirt?

    ADVANTAGE RIGHT is 
the enabling feature that makes 
“instinctive” shotgun usage pos-
sible. It’s a key feature to look for in 
buying a new gun, of course, but it 
can be added relatively easily to an 
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existing, cast-neutral shotgun by an experienced 
stock bender. On the other hand, if you are left-
handed and you try to use an ADVANTAGE 
RIGHT gun, you will probably end up shooting 
four feet to the right. It will rank highly among 
the worst shooting experiences of your life. But 
it need not be so.

    ADVANTAGE LEFT (cast-on’s other name) 
brings left-handed (and left dominant eyed) 
bird hunters the blessings of effective instinc-
tive shooting. There are a few high-end mak-
ers who offer ADVANTAGE LEFT (cast-on) or 
adjustable butt stocks; but for most left-handed 
hunters getting an ADVANTAGE LEFT gun is an 
aftermarket process. The rule of thumb among 
stock-benders is that they can generally get as 
much cast-on as there is cast-off on a gun. So 
they can usually turn a cast-neutral or ADVAN-
TAGE RIGHT stock to an ADVANTAGE LEFT 
gun when called upon to do so. The benefits far 
outweigh the cost.

    How to guard against potential personal-
ity changes -- it’s been reported that some bird 
hunters who’ve put this ADVANTAGE (left or 
right) to use in the field have become braggarts 
or “game hogs.” Others have been described as 
“obnoxious” or “hard-to-live-with” just because 
their shotgun has become an extension of their 
will. Not everyone can handle the responsibility 
of being the “800-pound gorilla” when they’re 
pushing through the weeds or the woods. How-
ever, in most instances, the life changes in having 
the ADVANTAGE appear to have worked out 
well.

    Retrievers work better when gainfully 
employed, game bird recipes get dusted off and 
used more often -- and the world generally be-
comes a better place in which to live and hunt 
birds when you have an ADVANTAGE.

    Yes, it’s that simple.
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Travel

Planning and 
Preparation

Planning and preparation are 
important when traveling with 
family pets. There are dogs and 
cats that cannot withstand the 
rigors of any type of travel due to 
illness, injury, or temperament. If 
this is the case, discuss with your 
veterinarian options such as hir-
ing a reliable pet-sitter or housing 
your pet in a clean, well-managed 
boarding facility.

For car travel, consider wheth-
er or not your pet is comfortable 
in the vehicle before committing 
to a long road trip. A car-sick pet 
is sure to make the trip miserable 
for everyone. When planning your 
trip, if you will be staying with 
friends or family along the way, 
be considerate and ask them in 
advance if your pet is welcome. 
The same applies to choosing 
hotels, motels, parks, and camp-
grounds. Always check if pets 
are allowed or if kennel facilities 
are available. If a hotel or motel 
claims to be “pet friendly,” clarify 
exactly what that means to be sure 
it will accommodate you and your 
pet’s needs. If your pet must be 
left alone in a hotel room, place 
a “Do Not Disturb” sign on the 
door and inform the maid and the 
front desk. Before leaving home, 

What you should know about 
traveling with pets

From the American Veterinary Medical Association
www.avma.org

consider bringing along a portable 
kennel for use in hotel rooms or 
the homes of friends or relatives 
who are not comfortable allowing 
your pet to roam freely when no 
one is home.

Whether you travel by car 
or by plane, be sure your pet is 
wearing an ID tag and, if possible, 
also an imbedded identification 
microchip. While both should 
contain accurate contact informa-
tion, consider not including your 
pet’s name on its ID tag. How a pet 
responds to hearing its name used 
could be helpful in reuniting a lost 
or stolen pet with its rightful own-
er. Grooming (bathing, combing, 
trimming nails) before a trip, plus 
taking along your pet’s favorite 
food, toy(s), and dishes will make 
your pet more comfortable. Carry 
proof of rabies vaccination and 
a current health certificate when 
crossing state or international 
borders. Finally, keep a printed 
photograph (a digital copy is also 
good to have) of your pet with you 
to assist with identification in case 
your pet is lost.

Most importantly, before un-
dertaking any trip, consult your 
veterinarian to ensure that all 
required vaccinations are up-to-
date and to receive a certificate of 
veterinary inspection within ten 
days prior to travel by air.

Travel by Air
Transporting pets by air con-

cerns pet owners the most. Certain 
breeds such as brachycephalic 
(short-nosed) dogs and cats may 
have difficulty with air travel. Fed-
eral regulations require that pets 
be at least 8 weeks old and weaned 
at least 5 days before flying. Most 
airlines that will transport pets 
require a certificate of veterinary 
inspection (health certificate) that 
is issued within 10 days prior to 
travel. Today, many major airlines 
allow cats and small dogs to travel 
in specially designed carry-on lug-
gage that will fit underneath the 
seat. If you are traveling internation-
ally, consult your veterinarian and/
or your state’s USDA Veterinary 
Services Area Office or the destina-
tion country’s embassy or consulate 
about additional travel restrictions 
or quarantine requirements.

Whenever possible, book a non-
stop flight and avoid plane changes 
and busy holidays. During warm 
weather months, choose early morn-
ing or late evening flights. In colder 
months, choose midday flights. As 
of the revision date of this brochure, 
regulations associated with the Fed-
eral Animal Welfare Act prohibit 
airlines from accepting dogs and 
cats for shipment if the airline can-
not prevent exposure of the animal 
to temperatures less than 45 degrees 
F (7.2 C) or more than 85 degrees F 
(29.5 C) for more than 45 minutes 
when the animal is transferred be-
tween the terminal and the plane, or 
for more than 4 hours when the ani-
mal is in a holding facility. However, 
the prohibition against exposure to 
temperatures below 45 degrees F is 
waived if a veterinarian provides 
an acclimation certificate stating 
that the dog or cat can be exposed 
to lower temperatures. Your vet-
erinarian cannot issue a certificate 
allowing exposure to temperatures 
above 85 degrees F for more than 
45 minutes.
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Reconfirm your flight arrange-
ments the day before you leave 
to ensure there have been no un-
expected flight changes. Arrive at 
the airport early, exercise your pet, 
personally place it in its crate, and 
pick up the animal promptly upon 
arrival at your destination. When 
boarding the plane, let the flight 
attendant know that your pet is in 
the cargo hold. If your pet will be 
traveling with you in the cabin, ar-
range to check-in as late as possible 
to reduce the amount of time your 
pet will have to spend in the busy 
terminal.

The various airlines occasion-
ally update their pet travel regu-
lations including restrictions on 
breeds and size, restrictions relating 
to weather conditions and time of 
year, and charges for checked ken-
nels. Consult with your veterinarian 
to determine what is best for your 
pet’s well-being and ask about cur-
rent airline regulations.

Defective kennels are the most 
common cause of escaped or injured 
animals during air travel. Approved 
transport crates, available from most 
airlines or pet shops, must:

    * Be large enough to allow the 
animal to stand (without touching 
the top of the cage), sit erect, turn 
around, and lie down in a natural 
position.

    * Latch securely.

    * Be strong and free of interior 
protrusions, with handle or grips.

    * Have a solid, leak-proof 
bottom covered with plenty of ab-
sorbent material.

    * Be appropriately and clearly 
labeled. Include your name, home 
address, home phone number, and 
destination contact information, as 
well as a designation of “Live Ani-
mals,” with arrows indicating the 
crate’s upright position. In addition, 
carry your pet’s photo and health 
information with you on the plane 

for easy identification in the event 
the cage label is lost.

    * Be adequately ventilated so 
that airflow is not impeded.

Take time to accustom your 
pet to the crate in which it will be 
traveling. At the airport, you may 
be asked to remove your pet from 
the carrier so the carrier can be put 
through an x-ray scanner. To mini-
mize the chance that you will have 
to chase a loose pet through the 
airport, put a halter or collar and 
leash on your pet before you put it 
in the carrier.

Ask your veterinarian for spe-
cific feeding instructions. For your 
pet’s comfort, air travel on an 
almost empty stomach is usually 
recommended. The age and size 
of your pet, time and distance of 
the flight, and your pet’s regular 
dietary routine will be considered 
when feeding recommendations 
are made. It is recommended that 
you not give tranquilizers to your 
pet when traveling by air because 
they can increase the risk of heart 
or respiratory problems.

Travel by Car
If your pet is not accustomed 

to car travel, take it for a few short 
rides before your trip so it will feel 
confident that a car outing does 
not necessarily mean a trip to the 
veterinarian or unpleasant desti-
nation. If your dog has a problem 
with carsickness, your veterinarian 
can prescribe medication that will 
help it feel more comfortable during 
long trips. Cats should always be 
confined to a cage or in a cat carrier 
to allow them to feel secure and pre-
vent them from crawling under the 
driver’s feet. Providing a familiar 
toy or blanket can help make your 
pet more comfortable in its carrier. 
Regardless of the length of the trip, 
pets should not be left unattended 
in a car.

A dog that must ride in a truck 

bed should be confined in a pro-
tective kennel that is fastened to 
the truck bed. Dogs riding in a car 
should not ride in the passenger seat 
if it is equipped with an airbag, and 
should never be allowed to sit on 
the driver’s lap. Harnesses, tethers, 
and other accessories to secure pets 
during car travel are available at 
most pet stores. Accustom your dog 
to a seatbelt harness by attaching a 
leash and taking your dog for short 
walks while wearing it. Offer your 
dog a treat and praise at the end of 
the walk to associate a positive ex-
perience with wearing the harness. 
Don’t let your pet ride with its head 
outside the car window as particles 
of dirt or other debris can enter the 
eyes, ears, and nose, causing injury 
or infection.

During the trip, maintain your 
regular feeding routine and serve 
the main meal at the end of the 
day or when you reach your des-
tination. Feeding dry food will be 
more convenient, assuming your 
pet readily consumes it. Dispose of 
unused canned food unless it can be 
refrigerated. Take along a plastic jug 
of cold water in case other reliable 
water sources are not available. On 
long trips, feed your pet small por-
tions of food and water and plan to 
stop every two hours for exercise. 
Remember to include a leash with 
your pet’s traveling supplies.

Travel by Bus or Train

Most states prohibit animals 
from riding on buses and similar 
regulations restrict travel on trains. 
Exceptions are made for guide and 
service dogs accompanying blind 
and disabled persons. Consult your 
local carriers for current informa-
tion.
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Camping With Pets
Traveling to country settings 

with your pet presents its own 
challenges. Skunks, raccoons, por-
cupines, snakes, and other wildlife 
can bite or otherwise injure your pet. 
Keep your pet within sight and on 
a leash. Carry an adequate supply 
of water for you and your dog. Be 
considerate of other campers. Prior 
to the trip, ask your veterinarian 
about flea, tick, and heartworm 
prevention and make sure your pet 
is vaccinated against rabies. Before 
taking your dog on a long hike, be 
sure your pet is physically able to 
handle the exercise.

Additional Pet Travel 
Tips

• When traveling by car, pack a 
simple pet first-aid kit that includes 
assorted bandages, antiseptic cream, 
an antidiarrheal medication that is 
safe for pets (ask your veterinar-
ian to suggest a product), gauze 
squares, and the phone numbers of 
your veterinarian, a national poison 
control hotline, and a 24-hour emer-
gency veterinary hospital.

• In addition to a standard identi-
fication tag (which should be labeled 
with your name, home address, and 
phone number), your pet’s collar 
should include a travel tag with in-
formation on where you are staying 
while away from home. Should your 
pet become lost, this will allow you 
to be contacted locally.

    * Perform a daily “health 
check” on your pet when away from 

home. In unfamiliar surroundings, your pet’s appetite, 
energy, and disposition may change. Watch for unusual 
discharges from the nose and eyes, excessive scratching 
or biting of any body part, abnormal elimination, or 
excessive water consumption. Visit a local veterinarian 
if you are concerned about any physical or behavioral 
changes.

For more information
American Veterinary Medical Association www.

avma.org
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If you’re looking for a  
Spanish pointer, you  
may have to look long 

and hard. There just aren’t that 
many of them around. At least 
not yet. Given the breed’s quali-
ties as both a personal hunting 
dog and a family dog, that 
could change. Once near ex-
tinction in the early 
1900s, the breed is 
now becoming in-
creasingly popular 
in Spain. Spanish 
breeders have made 
great efforts to re-
fine and hone its 
fine qualities as a 
bird-hunting dog.

Brief History
The Perdiguero 

de Burgos, or Span-
ish Pointer has been 
around since Re-
naissance times. 
Traced back to at 
least the 1500s, it 
is most likely a descendent of 
the Perdiguero Navarro (Old 
Spanish Pointer) and Spain’s 
scenthound breed, the Sabueso 
Espanol. Some believe that it 
may be the place in dog breed-
ing where the scenthounds 
were transferred into gun dogs. 

Speculation has it that the Old 
Spanish Pointer was combined 
with a hunting breed known as 
the Sabueso Espanol and that 
breeding became the founda-
tion point for many pointer 
breeds — in Europe and in 
North America.

Physical Features
Today the Perdiguero de 

Burgos is smaller and lighter 
built than it once was, because 
Spanish breeders have made 
great efforts to develop its ex-
cellent qualities as a bird-hunt-

ing dog. The breed has a rather 
large skull that is somewhat 
square and flat with a long, 
rectangular muzzle. The nose is 
wide and brown and the upper 
lip hangs down below the bot-
tom lip. Their eyes are set back 
in their skull and are small and 
generally light brown. Their 
ears are placed high and are 
pendulous, hanging down in 
folds. Their neck is thick and 
often has overlapping skin 
– which makes the dog look 
heavier than it actually is. Their 
shoulders are broad and mus-
cular. They have a deep, broad 
chest and a small waist. Their 
legs are slim and muscular, and 
their feet are somewhat small. 

The have a short, 
dense, smooth 
coat that is usu-
ally liver and 
white often with 
heavy ticking. 
However multi-
colored com-
binations are 
possible — in-
cluding browns, 
reds, grays, and 
blues.

Current 
Hunting 

Uses
W h i l e  t h e 

Spanish Pointer 
was originally used to hunt 
deer, today it is mainly used as 
a pointer and retriever of small, 
fast game such as hare, quail 
and partridge. It swims well 
and works well in the water. 

The Spanish Pointer
By Stephen C. Rafe

Rare Breed

Photo By Stephen C. Rafe
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Hunting Ability
Lyn Gomes, an avid bird 

hunter (see photos), describes 
the breed as somewhat “akin to 
a GSP but with an off switch.” 
She says that her dog, Shasta, 
“like her parents and typical of 
the breed, is an excellent hunter 
in the field, but when at home, 
is perfectly content to quietly sit 
with you on the couch or snug-
gle in bed.” Lyn adds, “Yes, 
she is a house 
dog and sleeps 
on the bed,” 
and points out 
that “this has 
not negatively 
affected her 
hunting abil-
ity one bit.” 
In fact ,  Lyn 
believes the 
bond this has 
created moti-
vates the dog 
to hunt harder 
and retrieve 
farther. 

There is a 
strong natural 
hunting ability in this breed. 
The first time Lyn took her dog 
out, Shasta pointed five pheas-
ants that day – and a few were 
so well hidden that Lyn thought 
the dog was false pointing. By 
the third hunting experience, 
at about a year of age, Shasta 
began to retrieve naturally. Says 
Lyn: “She didn’t know quite 
what to do with the first chukar. 
After that, she retrieved all nine 
birds — some wounded, some 
dead.” The last retrieved bird 
was 100 yards away. z (one-
way) retrieve! Shasta pointed 

the bird, Lyn shot and missed, 
then her friend brought the 
bird down. Throughout, Shasta 
stood and watched the ac-
tion. Lyn remarks, “She didn’t 
bolt.” 

With a single command, 
they sent the dog out to find 
and retrieve the downed bird. 
“She trotted right to it, mouthed 
it a little, then picked it up and 
brought it straight. Still with-

out another command, she sat 
down and dropped the bird 
into Lyn’s outstretched hand. 
Lyn remarks, “My friend and I 
just watched in awed silence.”

Although our knowledge 
of the breed in this coun-
try is limited, such experi-
ences may be typical. Rich 
and Karen Ellison purchased 
a Spanish Pointer puppy 
named “Nina” in June, 2006.  
Listen to what the Ellisons have 
to say about her, in their own 
words:

“At four months of age, 
Nina began exhibiting Labrador 
retriever like tendencies. At six 
months she was fearless – run-
ning full speed and retrieving, 
picking up on the run, return-
ing and skidding to a stop at 
our feet. At eight months of age, 
Nina was hunting and pointing 
like an experienced dog.” 

The Ellisons have trained 
and hunted over many labs, and 

say they have “seldom 
seen a retriever pup 
show this degree of 
ability at this age. She 
will not give up look-
ing for a “marked” 
retrieve. She casts for 
scent but quickly shifts 
to visual – looking un-
der and even on top 
of objects to locate her 
mark. Her tenacity 
resembles the terrier 
breeds. Once upon 
scent, there is no stop-
ping her. She plows 
through the thickest 
brush and tules (tall, 
thick grasses that grow 
in swampy areas in 

California). She always circles 
back in heavy cover to locate 
her handler.”

There’s more. Let’s listen 
to the Ellisons once again as 
they describe Nina’s pointing 
ability. As further background, 
the Ellisons raised top German 
Shorthairs for many years. 

“Nina’s first bird was clas-
sic – a crosswind pickup on 
scent followed by a perfect lock 
on point within two feet of the 
bird. The bird was downed and 

Photo By Stephen C. Rafe
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she brought it to hand alive.” 
The second bird was upwind 
and the wind was blowing at 
25 to 20 mph. Nina saw the bird 
and pointed without the benefit 
of scent. She also retrieved that 
bird to hand. The third bird 
ran and flushed before the El-
lisons could set up on her point. 
Wounded, the bird flew off a 
hill into a valley heading for 
a wooded creek with Nina in 
pursuit. The bird landed over 
250 yards away, Nina marked 
it, caught it, and retrieved it to 
hand, alive. She produced nine 
birds for the Ellisons on this, 
her first hunt — never ranging 
beyond 30 yards while work-
ing the birds, and all at seven 
months of age.

Hunting Style
The breed’s excellent nose 

challenges that of most sc-
enthounds and is attributed to 
the original breeding. While an 
excellent foot-handling dog, it 
is much faster and more ath-
letic than it appears and works 
easily in all kinds of terrain. 
Although these dogs don’t run 

at breakneck speed like some 
other pointing breeds, they 
do run at a comfortable, foot-
handling pace. 

Unlike some other breeds 
and individuals within breeds 
that can be considered “self-
hunters,” the Spanish Pointer 
is independent enough to hunt, 
but checks back with the han-
dler. In Lyn’s experience, her 
dog will work about 10-20 yards 
away, check back, proceed to 
hunt, then check in again. If Lyn 
is out of sight, Shasta will return 
to find her. 

Temperament/
Disposition

This is a very obedient, in-
telligent dog and easy to train. 
It is very patient with children 
and other dogs and is very 
cooperative. A dedicated hard 
worker in the field, the Span-
ish Pointer has a gentle and 
affectionate disposition and re-
sponds best to positive training 
methods. However, it should 
not be with small animals in 
the home because of its strong 

hunting instincts. They are also 
biddable yet just bold enough 
to be a good hunter. 

They have a lot of energy 
and need a lot of exercise. 
Long walks are not enough for 
this breed. Says Lyn Gomes, “I 
don’t exercise her as much as I 
should.” However, “other than 
tearing up a few of my orchids, 
she is a great dog.” Of course, 
the best solution is to take them 
hunting as often as possible, 
which Lyn does. 

Because of their sociable 
nature, they can become de-
structive if kept in a kennel, 
otherwise confined or isolated 
from the family. A long over-
head trolley is preferred to an 
outside chain or line and large 
area where the dog can run off 
leash is highly recommended. 

Training
These dogs don’t need, 

and thus don’t do well with 
harsh training methods. In 
fact a gentle hand works best. 
Lyn points out that her Shasta 
“has been exceptionally easy 
to train.” After she had done 
the initial obedience training 
and some hunting training, Lyn 
sent her off to a professional 
trainer, because she was afraid 
she might “ruin” her. However, 
the trainer used a lot of tradi-
tional training methods and 
Shasta “flunked out” – Lyn’s 
words, not the trainer’s. “She 
came back from the trainer with 
numerous welts on both ears. 
Since then, Lyn has done all of 
Shasta’s training, using only 
positive methods. “And she has 
learned so fast.” 

Hunting Observations:
- Spanish Pointers, Perdiguero de Burgos, are avid hunters 
- They hunt close and thoroughly and are very birdy 
- They honor points readily 
- They hold rock solid on point 
- Their long distance retrieves compare with those of the 
retrieving breeds 
- They swim well and are well-mannered in waterfowl blinds 
- They are bold and courageous in any kind of cover or terrain

- They are more resistant to cold than other shorthaired breeds 
yet still tolerate warm temperatures easily. 

- They respond best to positive training methods.
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Maintenance
This breed is easy to groom. 

Routine brushing and bathing 
are all that is necessary. Because 
their ears are large, long, and 
heavy, they should be cleaned 
regularly. Plus, they would 
love to be taken out for hunt-
ing to stimulate their mind and 
body.

Breeders
It’s hard to find breeders 

in this country. Lyn got Shas-
ta from a man named Tony 
Migliore whom she met at a 
trapshooting tournament. Tony 
owned Nino (Shasta’s father) 
and Dina (Shasta’s mother) but 
was not a breeder. In December, 
2006, Tony sold both dogs to 
full-time breeders, Rich and 
Karen Ellison of Ellison Span-
ish Pointers in California. The 
Ellisons had already been so 

impressed with their Nina that 
they jumped at the opportunity. 
Now they are dedicated to mak-
ing the breed more available 
here in this country.

Summary
In the meantime, you might 

just want to contact the Ellisons. 
There just aren’t that many of 
this breed around yet. How-
ever, given the breed’s many 
positive features, that could 
change.

Resources
www.ellisonspanishpointers.com  

www.perdiguerodeburgos.es

www.dogbreedinfo.com/
perdiguerodeburgos.htm, 
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Kojac Kennels
German Shorthaired Pups and started Dogs

Professional year round training
Competition or Hunting Dogs

Call about puppies 
and young dogs avail-

able.
Want a good 

all-around dog? 
Come see us.

FC CH Kojac’s K-Man at Stud
Jerry Jordan (319) 443-2604
3303 56th St Trail, Center Point, IA 52213

www.kojackennels.comThe general public would  
like to issue a letter of  
gratitude to a fine police 

officer for solving the caper of the 
century.  

While on routine patrol in the 
town of Oswego, Illinois, Officer 
Graver (badge #57) sniffed out 2 
suspects hiding in the bed of a pick 
up truck that was parked in the 
parking lot of a local eating estab-
lishment near the intersection of 
Douglas Rd. and Rt. 34. 

Upon arriving on scene, Officer 
Graver (badge #57) found the 2 

suspects sitting in the bed of a pick 
up truck with their tails wagging 
and tongues hanging out. The per-
petrators were later identified as a 
2 _ year old male German short hair 
pointer a.k.a. (The mask of) Zorro 
and 2 _ year old female German 
short hair pointer a.k.a. (Baby face) 
Bella, both from out of town. 

Also, from out of town was the 
unidentified driver of the pick up 
truck, who takes his dogs for daily 
rides in his truck, was ticketed for al-
legedly violating section 6-4-2 of the 
Oswego, Illinois Village ordinance: 
RUNNING AT LARGE. 

W h i c h 
brings up the 
question, how 
does a dog run 
in the bed of a 
pick up truck? 

A n y w a y, 
it was a proud 
m o m e n t  f o r 
Officer Graver 
(badge #57) , 
a r m e d  w i t h 
only a side arm, 
a badge(#57), 
cocky intimi-
dation and no 
back up in sight, 
s ingle  hand-
edly issued the 
driver of the 
pick up truck a 
$75.00 violation. 
All the while, 
Officer Graver 
( b a d g e  # 5 7 ) 
never lost his 
seemingly ef-

Minding My Own Business

Cop Of The Year!
Name Withheld Pending the Court Date

fortless rhythm of shucking sun-
flower seeds with his teeth and 
spitting the shells into the wind. 

All in All, I would say that 
Officer Graver (badge #57) of the 
Oswego, Illinois Police Dept. exem-
plifies the term dedicated, only to be 
overshadowed by his expert train-
ing and uncanny intuitiveness. 

At least now! the patrons of 
Oswegoland can rest assured that 
the crime committed on this day 
i.e. 2 dogs sitting in the bed of a 
pick up truck, won’t be added to 
the millions of unsolved murders, 
robberies, rapes, child abduction, 
child abuse, prostitution, domes-
tic violence, drunk driving, theft, 
arson, beatings, muggings, drug 
deals, fraud, extortion, gang bang-
ing, drive by shootings and animal 
cruelty, among other crimes that 
occur daily across this nation. 

I can’t even imagine how low 
we will stoop as a society, if we let 
dogs sit in the back of pickup trucks. 
Thank you Officer Graver (badge 
#57) and the fine Village of Oswego, 
Illinois for a job well done.

Signed: A concerned citizen

Note: No animals were harmed 
during this incident.

                                                                                               


