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What’s New Do you have a new 
product for our new 

products section? Send 
us the product and 100 
words of explanation.

Neater Feeder
The Neater FeederTM is the 

world’s first pet feeding system 
that contains spills & splashes and 
separates spilled food from spilled 
water for a healthier pet and a 
cleaner home.

The Neater Feeder System comes 
in a range of sizes including elevated 
feeders of various heights.

With our revolutionary patent-
pending design, spilled water is 
channeled down a sloped surface 
and through a filter into a lower 
reservoir where it is stored safely 
off the floor, preventing hazardous 
slippery conditions and damaging 
stains. Spilled food is captured by 
the filter, so it stays clean, dry and 
off the floor. This way it can be safely 
reused or easily discarded.

Price $34.99
TowerStar Pets, LLC

2350 Yellow Springs Rd.
Malvern, PA 19355

Phone: 610-296-4970

www.neaterfeeder.

Blade GTX Realtree® 
APG™ Hunting Boots

The new Blade GTX hunting 
boot series is designed specifically 
with the active, early season hunter 
in mind. The 8.5 inch Blade’s low-
lug outsole is built on the light-
weight TERRA FORCE™ X Lite 
platform and perfect for all-day off-
trail stalking while providing sup-
port. A GORE-TEX® liner provides 
the ultimate in breathable, water-
proof protection while a full-grain 
leather and 1000 Denier nylon upper 
shields you from the elements. The 
athletic fit and design of the Blade 
offers comfort and cushioning to 
maximize your time in the field.

• 1000 Denier nylon upper mate-
rial is extremely resistant to abra-
sions, tears, and scuffs, improves 
breathability, and dries quickly.

• 8.5” of support.

• Extremely lightweight at 48 oz.

 $160.00  | Style No. 42262

(503) 251-1111

www.danner.com

Shammy
After swimming, baths, 

romps in the rain...just 
suck it up!!

Our Shammy is a hy-
per-absorbent, rugged & 
compact chamois towel for 
your active buddy. Simply 
wring to release water. Use 
again & again, even when 
it’s damp.

The shammy is made 
from 100% viscose contain-
ing recycled wood chips.

Machine washable, air 
dry. Made in U.S.A.

20” x 40”. $21.95

800-381-1516
www.planetdog.com/ProductInfo.

aspx?productid=20262000
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Midstate Lamp Model 
450

For years, users of pro-
pane lighting have been 
forced to settle for low-per-
formance gas lamps. Now, 
Midstate Lamp LLC intro-
duces Model 450, a gas lamp 
that rivals portable gas lan-
terns in brightness but runs 
on the same low-pressure gas 
line as household appliances. 
The Model 450 puts out as 
much light as a 100-watt bulb 
and can be used to provide 
indoor lighting for cottages, 
cabins and other remote lo-
cations where electricity is 
unavailable or unreliable. 
It is also low-maintenance, 
requiring very little cleaning 
or parts replacement, and can 
be permanently mounted to 
the wall or ceiling. For dura-
bility, rust-resistant stainless 
steel, aluminum and brass 
are utilized in the lamp’s con-
struction. Contact: Midstate 
Lamp LLC, 169 East County 
Road 200 North, Arthur, Il-
linois 61911, Toll Free: (866) 
450-5267.

Otto Step
If you have an SUV and a travel-

ing dog

then you need Otto Step. With 
Otto Step, your dog can now step 
easily into the back  - no more pick-
ing up hind legs!  Think of Otto Step 
as a preventative medicine for your 
companion, because it helps prevent 
injuries caused by jumping down 
from high SUVs.

We construct it from light-
weight, durable super strong nylon 
glass filled plastic that can easily 
hold over 200 lbs.

$79.95     888-311-6886
www.ottostep.com

K9 BlueLite® Single 
Dose

10gm. packet (12/box) 60079-185

Formulated with extra sodium 
and potassium to restore lost elec-
troloytes to dogs to extend perfor-
mance and help reduce muscle sore-
ness.  The same great product avail-
able in other sizes, now available 
in convenient single-dose packets.  
Simply mix packet contents with 
water.  Ideal for use in competition 
and hunting situations.

Formulated with extra sodium 
and potassium to restore lost elec-
troloytes to dogs to extend perfor-
mance and help reduce muscle sore-
ness.  The same great product avail-
able in other sizes, now available 
in convenient single-dose packets.  
Simply mix packet contents with 
water.  Ideal for use in competition 
and hunting situations.

Price: $13.00 877-466-6455 

www.techmixinc.com
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Puppy Training

Just Ducky Kennel 
& Spaniel Training Academy

3-time Boykin Spaniel Society National Open Champion, HRCH 
UH Curlee Gurlee and 5 Generations of Just Ducky Boykin Spaniels earning 

HR, HRCH and GRHRCH titles
At Just Ducky Academy each dog is trained ac-

cording to his/her personality.

Pamela O. Kadlec, Dean of Retriever Studies
79 Wood Duck Drive, Edgefield, SC 29824
(803) 637-2007 www.boykinspaniel.com

Housebreaking
You’ve found the perfect pup 

and have brought her home. She’s 
seven to twelve weeks old. The first 
week is a period of adjustment for 
all of the family members, mostly 
pup. Lots of love, consistency, and 
patience are called for. Give the pup 
time to explore her new world but 
also start teaching her right from 
wrong. If she starts chewing on 
something she’s not supposed to 
(like your favorite hunting boots), 
tell her “No” firmly and give her 
something else to chew on. If she 
piddles on the floor, and you catch 
her in the act, firmly say “No, OUT-
SIDE,” and take her out. If you don’t 
catch her in the act she won’t know 
what she is being punished for. If 
you want to her relieve herself in 
the same area take her there and tell 
her ‘stool’ or ‘potty’ or ‘hurry up’ 
or whatever command you prefer. 
Realize that a young pup doesn’t 
have much bladder control, so don’t 
fly off the handle and smack the 
pup hard for something she doesn’t 
understand or can’t control yet. 
Walk her often and every time she 
wakes up. Walk her a half an hour 
after she eats. Pick up all food 
and water by 6:00 p.m. and 
walk her before you go to 
bed. Don’t expect her to 
hold her bladder for 7-8 
hours. She can’t and it’s 
not healthy for her kid-
neys or bladder.

H a v e  h e r  c r a t e 
placed in an area that is 

readily accessible to her. Put her in 
the crate with the command, “Ken-
nel.” Leave her in the crate for a 
little while at a time. Give her a bone 
or chew toy to keep her occupied. 
Expect her to cry at first, but if it 
gets excessive, tell her “Quiet” or 
“No noise.” Almost NEVER let pup 
out of the crate when she’s crying. 
That will only teach her that crying 
means I can get out!  The exception 
is when she has been crated for a 
long time and needs to relieve her-
self. If at night - take her out, praise 
her for a job well done, and put her 
back in the crate without a lot of 
fuss.  Keep the pup in the crate when 
you are not home.

At night it sometimes helps to 
put an old wind-up ticking clock 
next to the crate with her. The tick-
ing simulates a heart-beat. Another 
trick is to put one of your worn 
shirts in with her. It has your scent 
and can soothe her. Most dogs won’t 
soil their sleeping place but again, 
realize that pups don’t have their 
bladder and bowels under control. 
If she continually cries, take her 
outside and see if she has to relieve 

herself. When she goes, heap lots of 
praise on her and put her right back 
into the crate. Don’t play with her, 
just say “Kennel” and I use “Bed-
time” so they learn that it’s time to 
sleep. Eventually she will come to 
accept the crate as her home and 
safe place and will even go into it 
during the day to rest.

Basic Obedience
The most important things to 

remember with puppy training is 
to keep the lessons very short, use 
a lot of positive reinforcement, and 
always end the lesson on a happy 
note. Don’t punish the pup for 
not obeying a command until you 
are positive that she knows what 
you want. Never hit the pup in the 
face.

I put nylon, buckle-type, collars 
on my pups right away so that they 
get used to it being around their 
neck. Buy a light weight six-foot 
lead to go with it. The sooner they 
get used to walking on a leash, the 
better off you’ll be. Don’t try and 
enforce any kind of heeling right 
now, just get the pup used to the re-
strictions the leash has. Let her drag 
the leash around loose. Most pups 
will jump and buck like a bronco 
when you first attach the lead to 
the collar. Ever so patiently kneel 
down and call the pup to you. She’ll 
be confused but will look to you for 
comfort. Don’t yank on the leash 
but use gentle pressure and lots of 
praise. Talk to the pup constantly 
telling her what a good girl she is as 

she follows you on the leash. 
Using food as rewards is 

an easy way to get 
the pup started.

Sit
Yo u  c a n 

start your pup 
on simple com-
mands almost 
immediate ly. 
When you are 

Puppy Kindergarten
By Pam Kadlec
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petting her gently push down on 
her rump and say, “Sit.” Praise her 
and say, “Good sit.” Do this often 
but don’t expect her to grasp the 
meaning for about a week. When 
you feed her, tell her to sit, push her 
rump down and praise her. Make 
her sit for about one second and put 
the food down. When you go to the 
door to take her out, tell her to sit, 
push her rump down and praise her 
before opening the door.

Using a clicker is an easier way 
to teach pup. There are tons of ar-
ticles on clicker training on the in-
ternet and an entire chapter devoted 
to the basics in my book, Retriever 
Training for Spaniels.

Stay
Once she understands “Sit”, 

start teaching pup to stay seated. In-
stead of using the word, “Stay” you 
can simply delay the treat or release 
for a few seconds more. Eventu-
ally, pup will sit and stay for a full 

minute. This takes a lot of time and 
patience so don’t expect miracles. 
When you put her food down or 
take her out, command to sit (“Good 
sit”), and stay. If she moves, use that 
universal puppy sound “Aaaa!” that 
means “Wrong move, kid,” put her 
right back where she was supposed 
to be and repeat the commands. Be 
patient and only expect her to hold 
the stay for no more than 5 seconds. 
Heap tons of praise on her and let 
her out or feed her.

Here
One of the most important com-

mands other than “NO” you teach 
your new puppy is “HERE.” I prefer 
“Here” to “Come” since you can put 
more inflection in your voice with 
“Here.” It is also close to “Heel” 
which comes a little later. When you 
call your pup to you and she doesn’t 
respond, go to her and gently pull 
under her chin towards you saying 
“Here.” Praise her lavishly when 
she listens. Do not go out and yell 

at her or she’ll be confused and run 
away. Put the leash on her if she 
won’t listen and gently pull her to 
you while saying “Here.” If she runs 
the other direction, tell her “No” 
firmly and repeat the “Here” com-
mand. Repeat the leash or under the 
chin steps above if she still ignores 
you. Keep in mind that pups are 
very curious and get side-tracked 
easily. If she is vigorously sniffing 
something, she may not hear you 
(or at least pretends not to.) In that 
case, clap you hands, call her name 
and say, “Here” again. If she still 
won’t respond, go to her, get her 
attention and gently pull her to you 
as you back up, praising and repeat-
ing the “Here” command. Once you 
know she understands what “Here” 
means, then you can use a smack on 
the rump if she doesn’t listen. If she 
runs away, get the leash on her and 
gently pull her towards you, com-
manding “Here” as you pull. Praise 
her when she responds.
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The clicker/and or treats works 

well for Here. Each time pup comes 
when she’s called, treat her. Also, 
get in the habit of calling pup in, 
treating her, and letting her run off 
again. If you call her in and put her 
up in her kennel or crate every time 
- well, would you come in knowing 
the fun was over?

Whistles
I start all my puppies right off 

with a whistle with the commands. 
When you call your pup in also 
whistle. Most people use a trilling 
three notes for the come-in com-
mand. When you tell her to “Sit” 
blow the whistle once. I don’t al-
ways have my whistles when I am 
just out walking so the pups also 
learn to come in when I whistle 
with my mouth. I try and duplicate 
the same sound the store-bought 
whistle makes.

Biting
All puppies love to bite. The only 

problem is, it hurts! When playing 
with pup and she bites, firmly grab 
her muzzle closed and say, “No bite.” 
It will take awhile for this command 
to find it’s way through because pup-
pies naturally bite when they play. 
Be consistent, but again, don’t hit 
the pup in the face. You can smack 
her on the rump if she doesn’t listen, 
but make sure she knows why she is 
being punished.

Stand
One last simple command that 

is optional for field dogs, but man-
datory for show dogs is “Stand.” It 
doesn’t hurt to train your pup this. 
You may someday want to work 
your Boykin Spaniel in the obedi-
ence or conformation ring. It also 
helps at the veterinary office dur-
ing examinations. Put the pup on 
a table. She won’t like it and will 
probably cower down. Place your 
hand under her hind legs where 
your fingers touch her belly and say, 

“Stand.” Be infinately patient since 
she is frightened of the height and 
the new environment. Continue to 
talk soothingly to her and lift her 
up so that she stands. Repeat the 
command and praise her if she stays 
standing. This only takes about two 
to three minutes at most. When 
she’ll stand for a few seconds, let 
her down.

Once she has learned the “Stand” 
command, stand her up and have 
someone ‘examine’ her. She will 
most likely lean back to try and 
avoid contact or jump up to lick the 
face of her examiner. Put her back 
in the pose and have your assistant 
check her teeth, run their hands over 
her legs and back. When she moves, 
put her back in place. Tell her how 
great she is. Every chance you get, 
have strangers examine her while 
she stands still.

Introducing 
Retrieving

Most of us use our Boykin Span-
iels as hunting dogs. It is never too 
soon to introduce pup to retrieving. 
Take an old white sock and tie knots 
in both ends. Another choice is a 
paint roller brush that makes a great 
small bumper. You can even cut it in 
half if it is too long for the pup. Take 
pup to a hallway and kneel down 
with her. Tease her with the sock 
and drag it in circles around her. 
Toss the sock a few feet and call her 
name (or use the command, “Back” 
if you prefer.) If she goes right out 
after it and picks it up, great! Praise, 
praise, praise, and call her in to you. 
She is limited where she can go so 
she should come back towards you, 
though she will try and get around 
you to take her ‘bird’ somewhere 
and eat it. Retrievers naturally re-
trieve but we have to teach them 
to deliver the goods to us instead 
of keeping it for themselves. Grab 
her gently and tell her what a great 
little dog she is. Put your fingers 
over her top lip and exert gentle 

pressure over her teeth to open her 
mouth and say “Give” or “Drop” 
or “Leave” - whichever you want 
to use. Toss the sock again, this 
time a little further down the hall. 
Stop after three successful retrieves. 
You want to keep her begging for 
more. You can do this twice a day, 
I wouldn’t recommend any more 
than that at first, once in the morn-
ing, and once in the evening.

Before trying to move outside 
make sure she is completing her 
retrieves down the hallway per-
fectly each time. When you move 
outdoors, expect her to run off in the 
opposite direction with her ‘trophy.’ 
Call her to you and if she doesn’t 
respond or drops the sock, go to her. 
Pick up the sock and toss it a few 
feet and tell her to come in. She may 
not listen, so tell her “No” and say 
“Here” again. I keep up a constant 
excited chatter something like this: 
“Fetch it up, good girl, here pup, 
here, good girl, no, here!, good girl” 
while clapping my hands. If she is 
looking at you with the sock in her 
mouth but still not coming in, start 
running backwards still chattering 
away like a lunatic. Most pups can’t 
stand you running away and will 
come after you. Keep back-peddling 
until the pup is close enough to 
grab. Try and get one good, short, re-
trieve that she brings straight back. 
Don’t fight her on this. If she won’t 
come in with her bird, take her back 
to the hallway and reinforce the les-
son. Make sure she understands the 
“Here” command before correcting 
her. Don’t do anything to discourage 
her from retrieving. If she does the 
lesson well in the house, but won’t 
listen outside, put a lightweight 25 
foot rope on her collar that she can 
drag behind her on her retrieves. 
When she picks up the sock, gently 
pull her towards you with the rope, 
keeping up the chatter. Heap on the 
praise when she listens and comes 
in. You can keep the rope on the col-
lar even when you lengthen the re-
trieves so that you have something 
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to grab or step onto if she bolts.

Swimming lessons
Even if you never use your 

Boykin for duck hunting, or for any 
kind of hunting for that matter, she 
should still be taught to swim and 
retrieve in the water. It is never too 
early to learn. In fact, the sooner, the 
better. Some breeders introduce the 
pups to water before you buy them. 
I try to put the pups in water at four-
weeks if the weather (and water) is 
warm enough. Take the pup to a 
shallow lake where she doesn’t have 
to swim to get wet. Walk out in the 
water with the pup and don’t make 
a big deal out of walking along the 
water’s edge. Don’t splash her, just 
slowly walk in. Let her sniff around 
and play if she likes. Encourage her 
to come in if she is hesitant. If she is 
following you in, just keep walking 
into deeper water until she has to 
swim or leave the water. Praise her 
when she swims but don’t make her 
stay in the water. If she won’t come 
in pick her up and set her down in 
the water up to her chest. Encourage 
her to come to you and “Good pup” 
her constantly. Take a towel with 
you to dry her off. If she gets cold, 
don’t force her to re-enter the water. 
We want her to love the water, not to 
learn that it’s uncomfortable.

If she takes to the water easily, 
the next time is when you can try a 
retrieve. Depending on the size of 
the pup, you can use a regular train-
ing dummy. I prefer with Boykin 
pups to use a pigeon or duck wing 
instead. It will float and is very light 
weight. The paint roller brush sinks 
slightly so keep that for land work 
at first. With some pups I have used 
short sticks just tossed a foot or two 
in front of the puppy. As soon as 
they are confident, I move to bird 
wings or bumpers. Some trainers 
believe that retrieving sticks will 
make the dog ‘hard -mouthed.’

At first, make the retrieve where 

she doesn’t have to swim, just wade. 
Toss it a little bit further until her 
front feet have to paddle a bit to 
reach the bird. If that works well, 
toss it even further (4-5 feet) until 
she has to swim to get it. A lot of 
puppies will paw the water with 
their front paws and “Go vertical” 
instead of leveling off. Don’t be 
concerned, she will get the hang 
of it with enough practice. What 
happens is that the pup gets so 
excited about having something in 
her mouth that she ‘forgets’ how to 
swim. Once she gets more confident 
about retrieving, it becomes old hat 
and she can concentrate on using 
those back legs and pulling with her 
front legs to find the shore.

I trained one Boykin pup who, 
at 6 weeks, loved birds. I tossed a 
plastic dummy in the water and 
she wouldn’t go in after it. I tossed 
a whole pigeon and she went right 
in, dunked her head under water 
grabbing the bird, and turned to 
come in. Her front feet were pad-
dling to beat all, but she was sink-
ing! She wouldn’t let go of the bird 
and I had to step into the water 
and support her belly to help her 
to shore. It didn’t slow her down! I 
went to pigeon wings instead and 
she learned to level off. She was only 
about 4 pounds and the pigeon was 
one pound. I don’t know if I could 
swim with one-fourth my body 
weight in my mouth.

Exploring the world
Okay, the pup is used to the 

collar and leash, comes (usually) 
when called, retrieves on land and 
in water, and can sit and stay for all 
of five seconds. Now what?

Take your pup on outings. Walk 
in the neighborhood, out in the 
woods, go the flea market, to your 
child’s soccer or softball game. Get 
her used to people and being petted 
by strangers.

When you go to the woods, take 
off the leash and let her explore. If 

she roams too far, call her back in 
and you can add a new command, 
“Hunt close.” Take your whistle 
with you and use it. When you call 
her in, give her the “Here” whistle. 
Don’t over-do this, just start con-
ditioning her to understand the 
whistle and the word mean the same 
thing. Give her plenty of headway 
and let her sniff and dig and play. 
Treat her when she comes in with 
a “Good here”and let her wander 
off again. Continue the whistle 
work in the yard with your regular 
training.

Once she is retrieving, take a 
bird wing or training bumper with 
you on your outings. Give her a 
couple of retrieves in different cover. 
If she can’t find the ‘bird’, tell her 
to “Hunt it up” or “Hunt dead” 
and encourage her to find it. Go to 
the area of the ‘fall’ and let her find 
the bird. I can’t emphasize enough 
how much praise puppies need, so 
praise, praise, praise!

When she comes back, praise 
her, keep walking and tell her, “Go 
out” as you wave your arm forward. 
She may go forward thinking you 
have thrown something for her to 
retrieve. If she doesn’t, don’t force 
it. Just enjoy the outing and your 
new companion. This command 
will come in handy later for upland 
game hunting.

Remember, with all of these com-
mands, we are not training a soldier 
but a young dog. Don’t expect her to 
grasp the meaning of all these com-
mands right away, you are condition-
ing her and bonding with her. Also, 
some dogs learn faster than others. 
You have to learn to ‘read’ your dog 
and advance only when she is ready. 
If you try and teach something she’s 
not ready for, relax, go back to step 
one. Please don’t compare your 
puppy to others. Each dog is an in-
dividual with his or her own quirks 
and inconsistencies. Be patient, be 
consistent. Have fun!
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Buy The Book
Thanks to Casa Cielo Press we 
offer you an excerpt from Bond 
Of Passion By Web Parton
Copyrights Casa Cielo Press  
2008

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Bond Of Passion
By Web Parton

Training
Patience, the first thing your dog 

needs to learn.
It all begins with patience.

The first thing to teach your dog, and expect from 
your dog, is patience. Your dog must know how to wait. 
When I trained professionally, that was the first lesson 
any newly arrived dog, learned. He learned to wait, 
to focus on me and what was happening around him, 
not on what he wanted to do. The new dog sat on the 
middle of the chain gang while everyone else around 
him got worked, until I saw that he was watching and 
waiting. When a hard case arrived, I short-tied him to 
break his willful streak. I waited to see the new arrival 
reach the point of boredom, an then we began. Again 
this may sound small, but it is very important. If a han-
dler begins training before this happens, the dog will 
fight the handle throughout the entire process.

Training Whoa or Hup
A Gun Dog’s Foundation 

Command
In the Old South, there was a school of training 

referred to as the “click method.” There wasn’t any 
set method or structure to it. A dog owner just kept 
taking his dog hunting until it all “clicked.” Often, the 
young dogs were run with older, experienced dogs that 
got them into birds and showed them how to handle 
them. Many dog owners today still attempt to bring 
on a novice dog this way. The men I trained with as a 
kid referred to dogs trained in this manner as “natu-
rals.” What made this possible in the old days is that 
there were wild birds available to put young dogs on. 
Nowadays, that’s very hard to do no matter where a 
handler trains.

Instructing a dog properly is an intentional en-
deavor. It requires a conscious, structured interaction 
with the dog. More to the point, to say train a gun dog 
is misleading. The only true training a handler does is 
the early yard work for whoa or hup and the obedi-
ence that goes with it. Once the training crosses over 
into scent, search, and birds, the dog has gone beyond 
a human’s ability to follow.

What a gun dog trainer does is make introductions 
and allow the dog, to refine genetic propensities that 
were already in him at birth. We introduce a gun dog 
to scent, birds, and gunfire so that his innate genetic 
memory can “click” in. We install the whoa, hup or sit 
command before this introduction so there is a way to 
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moderate and control the dog while 
this is happening. With this control, 
we can ease the dog through the 
genetic frenzy of his first bird and 
hunting exposures and keep the 
dog track as a team player working 
for the gun.

Teaching, is easy: we can get a 
dog to understand what we wall 
very quickly by effectively commu-
nicating what we want and cutting 
the lessons into small enough pieces. 
The difficult trick is getting the dog 
to respond and act appropriately 
when he would rather do something 
else such as chase the bird out of the 
county, or carry a retrieved bird over 
the hill and chew it into pieces. Over 
the years, many clients that brought 
in dogs to be trained would tell me 
that my job was going to be easy: 
they had been doing yard work and 
the dog was already whoa broke. 
They meant that when he was in 
the training area, on a check cord, 
the dog would stop.

My stock response was, “define 
whoa broke?” I would then explain 
that, for hunting purposes, whoa 
broke refers to a dog running full 
bore, 150 yards out, with a bird 
fluttering ten feet off its nose who, 
when a whoa whistle cue is given, 
stops and freezes. “Is your dog 
that whoa broke?” No one ever 
answered yes.

How do you get a dog 
to there?

Let me put this in context. For 
pointing breeds the command is 
“whoa.” For the flushing breeds and 
retrievers the command is “hup.” 
Some retriever handlers substitute 
the word “sit.” It all means the same 
thing, either standing or seated: 
freeze and don’t move.

This is the foundation command 
that all gun dog work is built on. 
Notice I used the word “founda-
tion.” A person would be more 
successful trying to erect a building 

with no footing or slab than han-
dling a dog with no foundational 
command. This is where a dog’s 
formal training begins. You can’t 
skip this step and expect to have a 
trained dog. You don’t move ahead 
to birds and gunfire and then come 
back and pick this up later when 
you figure out how to get it done. If 
this training is not completed in the 
beginning, your dog will never be a 
proper, well mannered gun dog.

What must be instilled in the dog 
is a structure that allows a handler 
to require and enforce compliance. 
That makes for a competent dog 
trainer and a well-trained dog. 

 The command “whoa” or “hup” 
is introduced when a dog is mature 
enough to maintain the attention 
span necessary to accept structured 
training. For most dogs that age is 
at least ten-months-old. Essentially, 
it begins as an obedience command 
that is later modified to include a 
flying bird, and then a gun shot. It 
culminates with the dog remaining 
whoaed while a bird is flown, shot, 
and dropped to the ground. Later, 
it is used for backing.

Tools and associations need to 
be user friendly. There are a host 
of methods trainers have used in 
the past to create that structure and 
association for a dog. I have used 
many of them. I am a bird hunter, 
so my efforts have been to produce 
a dog that performs properly in the 
field under hunting conditions. It’s 
hard to have a training table, or a 
whoa barrel, or a 30 foot check cord 
with you when you’re hunting four 
miles in, perched on the side of a 
drainage, fighting gravity. I keep 
it simple and focused with the sole 
goal of producing a hunting dog. I 
adhere to some basic principles. 

I follow the Rule of Three. 
Training takes three months and is 
broken down into three one month 
increments. I train in three day 
increments, two days on, one day 

off. This makes for a four to five 
day work week, depending on how 
the days fall. In a training session, 
I generally do three repetitions or 
drills and call it done. The difference 
between an amateur and a profes-
sional is that the professional knows 
when to stop.

Three is a good number. Two 
is too little and four is too much. 
Three keeps the dog fresh and want-
ing more. This concept works for 
dog training as well as chocolate 
donuts.

On this schedule, I train to the 
point of boredom, which is one 
of the indicators I look for on the 
part of the dog during training. It 
tells me that all the excitement and 
electricity that might cause the dog 
to move or break has evaporated 
and the dog is ready to move up the 
training ladder.

Training a dog to the point of 
boredom works well for a hunting 
dog because when he crosses over 
to hunting wild birds, he will again 
exhibit a high level of intensity. 
This won’t, however, help a person 
produce the flashy dog necessary to 
win field trials on planted, domestic 
birds. Therefore, use this technique 
with caution with field trial dogs 
because if trained to boredom, they 
will appear lackluster on planted, 
domestic birds.

Training begins by teaching the 
dog the meaning of whoa, which es-
sentially is “freeze and don’t move.” 
We teach this on one particular 36 
inch circular point on the planet: 
the spot directly below your whoa 
hook.

Dogs are very place specific. 
They have a long memory regard-
ing something that happens at a 
particular spot, particularly when 
it involves levitating off the ground. 
When returned to that spot, the as-
sociation kicks in and you will get 
compliance. In this case, the dog as-
sociates his feet losing contact with 
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the ground with any movement 
on his part after hearing the whoa 
command. I use a hook and rope to 
lift and suspend the dog above the 
ground during the initial introduc-
tion to whoa.

Other whoa training methods 
use a barrel, or wobbly platform, 
or table. The thought behind this is 
that when the dog is above ground, 
he is easy to handle because he is 
at waist level to the trainer, and 
tentative regarding his footing. My 
reason for not using these sorts of 
fixed training tools is that I’m not 
able to use them in the field. I can’t 
carry this stuff with me when I’m 
hunting. I can, however, approach a 
non-whoaer, place my hands under-
neath his belly and chest and lift him 
straight up off the round. With that 
association file tucked away in the 
dog’s memory, the dog is right back 
underneath the hook suspended by 
a rope with his toes unable to grab 
the ground.

To make this association, a metal 
whoa hook is anchored in a beam 
suspended above the ground and 
used with a stiff twenty-foot check 
cord. A person can simply throw a 
rope over a tree limb if a tree is avail-
able in the training area, although a 
rope tends to slide better on a metal 
hook or pulley. It is important to 
note here that a dog should never be 
left unattended when he is hooked 
up to the hook or post.

On the dog, I fit a heavy duty 
D-ring collar around his withers. I 
prefer to use an extra wide, 2-inch 
collar for the withers because it’s 
more comfortable for the dog. One 
of the worst dog bites I ever received 
was from a young female setter who 
panicked during her first introduc-
tion on the whoa hook because the 
wither’s collar was biting her belly. 
She kicked with her back foot and 
twisted the rope up in a spiral, 
suspending herself off the ground. 
I scooped her up with my arms to 
lift her and take the tension off of 

the support rope, and she clamped 
down on my biceps. I had to use 
my thumb to pry her off of my arm 
and she then switched and tried to 
go through that as well. Trainers 
learn from experience as well as 
their dogs!

During whoa training I also 
keep the dog’s everyday collar, a 
standard one-inch wide D-ring col-
lar, around his neck. On the neck col-
lar D-ring I hang a large chain link 
clip or carabiner clip wide enough 
to allow the snap on the twenty-foot 
check cord to pass through easily. 
A dog generally looks at me real 
peculiarly the first time I get him 
rigged.

I position the dog underneath 
the hook, with the front of the check 
cord fed through the wide clip hang-
ing from the neck collar D-ring. I 
then pull through and attach the 
check cord snap to the D-ring on the 
two-inch wide wither’s collar near 
the rear of the dog. I lift the section 
of check cord that runs between the 
two D-ring contact points, along the 
top of the dog’s back, and form the 
rope into an inverted V. I then raise 
up the point of the V and hang the 
rope over the metal hook. The result 
is that when I stand facing the front 
of the dog, at the end of the check 
cord, and pull on the rope, the dog 
levitates off the ground. The result-
ing loss of contact with the ground 
immediately gets the dog’s full at-
tention.

The First Two Whoa 
Associations

I lay out this association very 
gingerly, because a little goes a long 
way. I start by standing in front of 
the dog and giving him two cues or 
associations. I use the verbal com-
mand “whoa” and I show him the 
flat of my hand, like a traffic cop. I 
then step to the side of the dog and, 
while standing over him, I lift both 
sides of the rope and lift him off 

the ground like a piece of luggage. 
I then lower the dog and give the 
verbal command again timing the 
word to the point where the dog’s 
toes lose contact with the ground. 
I will go through this introduction 
three or four times. Typically, the 
dog will reach a point where he will 
turn his head up and roll his eyes at 
me as if to say, “OK, I get that you’re 
trying to tell me something here.”

Once I see that the dog is mak-
ing the connection, I then set him 
up to fail. I stand alongside the 
dog and step off, almost like I am 
starting a heel command. I give the 
dog no cues or eye contact, and the 
dog takes the step with me. When 
he does, I turn to face him and pull 
the rope which levitates him off the 
ground. I use no voice or hand cues 
prior to repositioning him after he 
has left the ground. Remember, a 
little goes a long way. When you 
set him back up again, use a soft 
voice and reinforce the verbal cue, 
“whoa” and show him the flat of 
your hand. The dog will generally 
catch himself and give you the stare 
again, “OK, I get it. You don’t want 
me to move from here.”

When A see the dog connecting 
1 again bring me lesson up a notch. 
It may take two or three rope pulls 
to get to this point. I walk around the 
dog reinforcing with both the verbal 
and hand command. If the dog fol-
lows me with his eyes and tries to 
move with me, I step back and put 
tension on the rope and give the dog 
some air. Not much, mind you, but 
enough to get the dog’s attention. 
You will have to gauge that point. 
Each dog is different.

When the dog is steady in spite 
of my moving around him, I again 
bring it up a notch by bumping the 
dog softly with my hand and my 
knee as I circle him. I want him to 
know that moving for any reason 
will cause him to lose his connec-
tion with the ground. The dog will 
tell you with his eyes that he gets it 
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and generally this happens within one to 
two minutes. “OK, if you’re going to be a 
jerk about it, I won’t move.”

Next, I give the dog an out. I introduce 
the release command which will allow the 
dog to move after being whoaed. Standing 
next to the whoaed dog, just as I did when 
initially setting him up for the first pull, I 
now put my hand on top of the dog’s head 
and simultaneously push forward while 
giving the release command “hoe-on.” (You 
can use whatever word you want to release 
him). It is important that the two happen 
together, simultaneously. Left to his own 
devices, a dog will quickly start anticipat-
ing the release and break early. Remember 
you are creating layers of associations for 
the long haul, and it all begins here. Those 
two things happen simultaneously, like 
two keys turned at the same time to open 
a single lock.

When you first release the dog, he won’t 
believe you and will continue to stand still. 
Get in front of him and turn to face him. 
Kneel down to dog level and coax the dog 
to you. Milk the dog in by pulling on his 
collar with your hand if you have to, and 
when he breaks and comes to you, shower 
him with praise and affection. Then, lift him 
up and put him back on his whoa spot in the 
whoa position, and go through the release 
command again.

Finally, put the whole package together 
and go through each step of the drill. You 
won’t need the rope and can leave it lying 
nearby. Congratulations, your dog now 
knows what whoa means and you can 
expect compliance while he’s wearing the 
outfit and standing within this particular 
three-foot circle of earth. This process took 
about two minutes. You will now spend the 
next three months making that three-foot 
circle big enough to encompass the distrac-
tions of flushing birds, gun shots, and the 


