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recall command in the yard 
and I’ve introduced it to the e-
collar, it’s time to “generalize.” 
Generalization means teaching 
the dog that it has to respond 
to the command wherever the 
command is given. I now em-
ploy avoidance training. I give 
the recall command in the field, 
and if the dog recalls, I reward 
it. If the dog does not respond, I 
notify the dog that its behavior 
is not acceptable, and then I cor-
rect with the e-collar. The identi-
fier could be the word “No” or 
a low-level stimulation in the 
nick mode followed by a higher, 
more meaningful level of stimu-
lation. Not every collar system 
has the ability to incorporate a 
low-level modifier with a high-
er-level correction mode in a 
timely fashion. I give the com-
mand only one time. Repeating 
a command will not teach the 
dog to respond with excellence 
the first time the command is is-
sued. With consistency from the 
trainer, the dog will learn that it 
can avoid the correction by re-
sponding immediately.

Once the dog is reliably re-
calling, I attach a 20-foot check 
cord to its collar. I hold onto the 
check cord as the dog is running 
down the field. I give two quick 
tweets on my whistle‚ “my cue 
for the dog to turn.” (Any cue/
command will work as long as 
the cue is consistent each time.) I 
then immediately give a jerk on 
the check cord. In a very short 
period‚ “often one session” the 
dog will turn when it hears the 
two tweets in order to beat the 
jerk on the cord. At this point I 
turn the dog loose without the 
check cord attached. As the dog 
is running, I give the turn cue. 
If the dog turns, I let it know 
that this is what I wanted with 
an enthusiastic “Atta Boy!” If it 
does not turn, I notify and cor-
rect with stimulation.

To teach a pointing dog to 
handle in range, it is manda-
tory to first establish the desired 
range. A handler running horse-
back field trials or hunting from 
horseback on the prairies is 
seeking a dog that covers more 
country. Someone hunting a 
five-acre preserve will demand 
a closer-working dog. Where 
the birds are planted in training 
dictates the range at which the 
dog hunts. If the dog initially 
finds birds at 500 yards and this 
success is reinforced with repeti-
tions, it becomes a 500-yard dog. 
If you want the dog to hunt clos-
er, take it to a birdless field, and 
when the dog ranges out too 
far, plant a bird in front of you. 
When the dog recalls, it will find 
the bird and become more in-
cline to check back. In training 
or on initial forays to the hunt-
ing coverts, carry a bird in your 
vest. If the dog gets out too far, 
plant the bird close to you. Give 
the dog a reward for checking in 
and a reason to hunt with you as 
a partner. 

For more training articles or in-
formation on the George Hickox 
School of Dog Training, visit www.
georgehickox.com
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Have a new product for this 
section? 
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Don’t Cost Nuthin!

Stan Bentall
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell
I HAVE CLOSED OUR GALLERY IN SANTA FE RECENTLY AND AFTER 62 

YEARS OF SCULPTING THE HUNTING DOG I AM RETIRING.

I AM OFFERING TO YOU MY ORIGINAL BROZE SCULPTURES THAT I HAVE 
IN INVENTORY AT HALF 
PRICE. CHECK MY WEB 
SITE WWW.STANBENTALL.
COM AND YOU MAY HAVE 
ANY SCULPTURE OF YOUR 
CHOICE AT HALF THE 
PRICE LISTED. SCULPTURES 
W I L L  B E  S U B J E C T  T O 
AVAILABILITY. 

PowerLight Mini
See. Be Seen. Be Charged.
Go hands free with this ul-

traslim clippable lantern that 
moves with you for on-the-go 
light and power. Slip it onto 
a pocket or strap and avoid 
harsh glares with BioLite 
edge-lighting, helping you see 
and be seen on the trail or on 
your commute. A 1350mAh 
USB rechargeable battery pro-
vides up to 52 hours of light 
or a backup boost to your 
phone. It's a headlamp, lan-
tern, and bikelight all in one 
highly compact form. 

$44.95 
www.bioliteenergy.com 

C a b l z  E y e w e a r 
Retention System

Made of surgical grade steel 
cable, industrial strength rub-
ber and other quality compo-
nents, Cablz are designed to 
handle hard work and active 
lifestyles. Not to be confused 
with Croakies, Chums or oth-
er products, the Cablz Eye-
wear Retention System is the 
next generation of eyewear 
retention.

• Available in lengths of 12”, 
14” and 16”

• Available in Regular or XL 
rubber ends

Cablz® Regular rubber ends 
fit glasses with earpieces be-
tween 3-9mm in width. 80% 
of the sunglasses on the mar-
ket today have frames in that 
range.

Available in Regular or XL 
rubber ends

$11.99
www.cablz.com

Hunting and Fishing 
Activity Meter with 

Weather Forecaster
Don't miss out on favorable 

weather and wildlife condi-
tions! AcuRite's Hunting & 
Fishing Activity Meter predicts 
wildlife activity levels by com-
bining weather observations 
with lunar positioning data. 
AcuRite's patented Self-Cali-
brating Technology provides 
your personal forecast of 12 to 
24 hour weather conditions. 
Self-Calibrating Forecasting is 
generated from weather data 
measured by a sensor you 
place outside - giving you the 
most accurate forecast avail-
able for your exact location.

$29.99 
www.acurite.com

12 Gauge Gun Cleaning 
Bore-tips® by Swab-
its®

12ga Bore-tips are tough, re-
usable foam tips engineered for 
100% bore contact; spreading 
fluids more evenly than mops 
and patches without lint or fi-
bers.  Their non-abrasive foam 
allows them to be run in both 
directions, while their absor-
bency requires less solvent/
lubricant.  Washable and reus-
able, they affix to a standard 
shotgun rod with 5/16-27 
threading.  For those with a .30 
caliber rifle, the 12ga is also a 
perfectly sized chamber brush, 
allowing one to easily swab the 
receiver. 

$14.99
www.bore-tips.com

Corky Overcollar
Corky’s patent pending 

Overcollar™ is the safest, 
highest visibility protec-
tion for dogs and their 
owners on their walks. 
Unlike regular collars that 
are often hidden by hair 
or fur, the Overcollar™ 
uses 3M Scotchlite™ 360° 
enhanced visibility which 
can be seen up to 1,000 
feet! Corky’s Overcollars™ 
are weatherproof and are 
made from MiraFab™, a 
Fleece-like material that is 
fast drying, repels water 
and is machine washable.

$19.95 
corkysreflectivewear.com

Irish Setter Wingshooter Boot
Lightweight performance in an up-
land boot. Crafted for the most de-
manding bird hunter, our Wing-
shooter boots feature a full-grain, 
waterproof leather upper, combined 
with our UltraDry™ technology for 
complete weatherproofing. Our Prai-
rie sole reduces weight, provides un-
derfoot cushioning and provides ex-
cellent traction in any upland terrain. 
• Leather  • Imported  • Rubber sole  
• Shaft measures approximately 6.5” 
from arch  • Heel measures approxi-
mately 1.25”  • 7-inch lace-up hunting 
boot with full grain waterproof leath-
er and removable polyurethane foot-
bed  • EVA midsole reduces weight 
and provides underfoot cushioning  
• UltraDry Waterproofing system 

$179.99
www.irishsetterboots.com

Original Puffy 
Blanket

The Rumpl Puffy Blanket 
uses the same technical mate-
rials found in premium sleep-
ing bags and insulated puffy 
jackets. Whether indoors or 
outside, the Puffy blanket is 
designed to provide optimal 
warmth in any environment. 
Utilizing a weather-resistant 
20D ripstop nylon shell with 
DWR treatment, the blanket 
resists water, dirt, odor, pet 
hair, and other debris. The 
Puffy fits easily in an included 
stuff sack for quick storage or 
taking on the go.

SPECS: 20D Ripstop Nylon 
with DWR with 3D Hollow Fi-
ber Synthetic Insulation

Weight - Baby 0.7lbs, Throw 
2.1lbs, Twin 3.3lbs, Queen 
4.8lbs, King 6.2lbs. Stuff sack 
included

$65.00 
www.gorumpl.com

COHO 7v Black 
Fleece Heated Vest

Our fleece heated vest pro-
vides instant heat with the 
push of a button. Instead of 
piling on layers when the tem-
perature drops, slip on your 
fleece heated vest with Zero 
Layer® 7v™ heating technol-
ogy and stay warm for hours. 
This lightweight garment uti-
lizes our 3 zone heating sys-
tem and patent pending de-
sign to provide heat in the key 
body areas. The Coho is pow-
ered by a rechargeable lithium 
battery pack with built-in mi-
croprocessor controller that al-
lows you to regulate the tem-
perature output between four 
different levels Approximate 
Battery Run Time per Power 
Level 100% High – 2 hours 
75% Med/High – 3.5 hours 
50% Medium – 5 hours

$169.95
voltheat.com

Training your dog to hunt within 
the desired range for the day’s condi-
tions probably ranks near the top of 
the list of priorities for the walking 
upland gunner. A Labrador retriever 
or English Springer Spaniel flushing 
pheasants beyond range makes for a 
frustrating day‚ one often punctuated 
by screaming politically incorrect ex-
pletives. Watching your pointing dog 
disappear over yonder hilltop or play 
hide-and-seek in the grouse woods is 
just as bad. Neither experience makes 
for the kind of day afield any of us 
looks forward to.

As in all canine training, it is folly to 
expect a dog to perform with excellence 
if pre-season training hasn’t been done 
well. Teaching a dog to hunt within the 
desired range and to pattern efficiently 
under various wind conditions should 
begin in the yard and then progress to 
the training field prior to the season. 
Strapping an e-collar onto a dog’s neck 
moments before going hunting with 
no prior training or proper introduc-
tion to low-level stimulation may lead 
to a dog that will not range farther than 
the hunter’s shadow or bolts to the 
next county. Foundations are impor-
tant, and the initial training lays the 
groundwork for success in the hunting 
arena.

A dog is a predator questing for prey. 
The objective is not to reduce the dog’s 
drive and instincts for finding birds. 
The goal is to develop a dog that hunts 
with you in the manner in which you 
want to hunt. This requires training. 
Wishing and hoping is not a sound 
training strategy.

Whether you have a pointing or 
flushing breed, I strongly recommend 
introducing the dog to the e-collar 
in the yard and not in the field. The 
sought-after behavior and response to 
a command is not taught with stimu-
lation. Excellence is taught with the 
e-collar. We implement the 80-percent-

compliance rule: If the dog does not 
respond in the yard eight out of 10 
times by complying to a command, it 
is premature to use stimulation. Teach 
the command first, and then reinforce 
with stimulation.

In a proper e-collar introduction 
program, the lowest level of stimula-
tion that the dog feels should be de-
termined before correcting for non-
compliance. In addition, it will benefit 
the dog’s processing of why it is being 
corrected if the undesirable behavior 
is identified while the dog is still ex-
hibiting it and before stimulation is 
administered. For example, the iden-
tifier could be the word “No!” Give a 
(known) command you want the dog 
to comply to, and then, as the dog is 
giving the proverbial ringer by not 
complying, say “No!” count to two, 
and stimulate with the level appropri-
ate for the dog.

Once commands have been taught 
in the yard and e-collar conditioning 
has been completed, the time is right 
for teaching patterning and hunting in 
range. Patterning is the ground cover-
age that the dog runs in order to use 
the wind to better smell birds. Quar-
tering, for example, is a left-to-right 
and right-to-left pattern that is most 
effective when hunting into the wind. 
A dog running a quartering pattern is 
in position to smell game in front of it. 
However, if a dog is coursing in a quar-
tering pattern downwind, with the 
wind blowing from it to the game, this 
probably will prove unproductive, as 
the dog likely will bump birds. Later, 
you will want to train the dog to pat-
tern differently when hunting down-
wind or across the wind. Whenever 
feasible, a hunter should try to hunt 
into the wind. This gives the dog the 
opportunity to find more birds and in-
creases the probability of game in the 
bag.

It is easier for a dog to learn to quar-
ter into the wind, so this is where I 
begin to teach patterning in the field. 
I teach flushing breeds to pattern and 
hunt in range differently than I do 
pointing breeds. All flushing breeds 
obviously need to stay within gun 
range. With pointing breeds/however, 
as long as they meet the requirement of 
holding point until the gunner arrives, 
range is not as critical to putting birds 
in the bag.

It will help a lot in teaching flush-
ing breeds to quarter if you can use a 
groomed field. If the prevailing wind 
is coming out of the north-blowing in a 
north-to-south direction‚ then cut rows 
from east to west. A mower on the back 
of a tractor will cut a five- or six-foot 
strip, which is ideal for preparing a 
groomed field. A five- to six-foot-wide 
cut row 40 to 60 yards long alternating 
with an uncut row of the same dimen-
sions is the blueprint, and you can con-
tinue this pattern to use as much room 
as you have. The trainer should walk 
into the wind‚ ”south to north” and up 
the middle of the field. This will put 20 
to 30 yards of the crosswind rows to 
either side of him. Thus, the dog will 
never be farther than 20 to 30 yards 
to either side‚ “within acceptable gun 
range.” Plant a locked-wing pigeon 
in the high cover on the right edge of 
the first row and then on the left edge 
of the high cover on the next row, or 
vice versa, and repeat this placement 
of planted birds down the field. With 
only a few repetitions, the dog will 
learn that it won’t find anything if it 
runs straight up the field. The dog will 
find birds by quartering in a right-to-
left and left-to-right pattern.

Because this works for the dog, it 
will repeat the behavior. This initial 
groundwork is far more effective than 
taking a dog to a preserve and letting 
it run wherever. If the dog finds a bird 
60 yards down the field, then it likely 
will run 60 yards down the field on the 
next outing. Fixing is harder than pre-
venting. The prescription for a dog that 
runs out of range is the same: Bring it 
to a groomed field, and it soon will 
mend its ways.

I teach both flushing and pointing 
breeds to turn on the whistle and to 
recall the same way. Once a dog re-
sponds 80 percent of the time to the 

Patterning & Hunting in Range
By George Hickox
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