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with being a squad leader, but 
many shooters have expressed 
a concern for keeping track of 
the actual number of shots 
fired from post to post?  You 
can dispel this fear very sim-
ply by keeping your shells in 
their box and put the entire 
box in your pocket.  Then you 
can easily keep count with 
your fingers (5 shells to a row/
post) as you move through the 
event.  Overall, with a little 
practice and experience, being 
a squad leader really isn’t dif-
ficult or intimidating at all.      
 
     Third Point:  When we talk 
about proper shooter conduct, 
words like etiquette, courtesy, 
manners, and respect, become 
a big part of the discussion.  
First of all, every shooter 
should always embrace the 

principles and practices of 
proper shooter conduct and 
decorum… both on and off the 
range.  From my experience, 
here are just a just few simple 
courtesies you should try to 
remember:  While carrying 
your gun always keep the ac-
tion open, unloaded, and the 
muzzle pointed toward the 
ground.  If you like to carry 
your shotgun over your shoul-
der, carry it with the muzzle 
forward and pointed down-
ward, this keeps your barrel 
out of the faces of those behind 
you.  Have your guns and gear 
organized and ready to go be-
fore you arrive at the shoot.  
Once you’ve registered, get 
yourself and your gear ready 
to move-out promptly to your 
designated trap or field when 
the time comes.  
 
     Pay attention to the On-
Deck board, and be at your 
starting trap or field with 
plenty of time to spare.  Wait-
ing on an absent squad mem-
ber is very frustrating for all 
concerned.  Don’t crowd the 
squad ahead of you.  Let them 
clear the trap or field before 
you take over.  When your 
squad does move out onto the 
field, be sure to check the score 
sheet to confirm your name, 
class, and/or yardage is prop-
erly listed.  If it’s not, make 
certain to get it added or cor-
rected right then before any-
one starts shooting.  If you’re 
shooting a handicap event, 
don’t hesitate to step forward 
and help prepare the field for 
your squad’s positions on the 
web.  Listen closely for your 
score at each post, and never 

take a shot from your next post 
until you’ve heard your score 
announced!  If there’s any ques-
tion at all, it needs to be resolved 
before you take that first shot 
from the new post.  Think of it 
this way, once you’ve moved to 
a new post and taken that first 
shot, you’re accepting the scores 
given for your previous post… 
right or wrong.    
 
     For safety reasons, while on 
the field and from post to post, 
the rule books are quite specific 
on proper gun loading, unload-
ing, and handling.  What they 
fail to address is the proper con-
duct each shooter should dis-
play while on the web and while 
moving through an event.  I’ve 
been clay target shooting for 
many years now, and I’ve ob-
served a wide variety of shooter 
performance.  At this point, I can 
only convey to you what I be-
lieve is proper and acceptable 
shooter conduct:  Above all, 
know the rules of the game 
you’re engaged in, and always 
think safety first!  As your squad 
moves onto the field, get to your 
post, set your foot position, fo-
cus your eyes down range, and 
don’t be distracting.  Now is the 
time for you to concentrate and 
get your mind focused and into 
the game!  Pay attention to your 
squad leader, be alert and watch-
ing for the “view target” when 
called for, and then relax, 
breathe… and prepare yourself 
mentally for your turn to shoot.  
 
     As the event starts, keep your 
eyes down range, remain quiet, 
and don’t move anything until 
the shooter before you has com-
pleted his shot.  Then, and only 

then, do you start through 
your five second routine for 
breaking your target.  Once 
you’ve taken your shot and 
dismounted and opened your 
gun, remain quiet… showing 
courtesy and respect to the fol-
lowing shooter to your right.  
Once that shooter has fired at 
his target, then you can quiet-
ly, and without distraction, 
prepare yourself and your gun 
for your next shot.  Remem-
ber, each time when it’s your 
turn to shoot, stay focused and 
within your own rhythm and 
timing for each shot.  Don’t be 
a slow poke and disrupt any 
good squad rhythm, but don’t 
let yourself be hurried either.  
Stay with this simple routine 
for every shot, on every post, 
as your squad moves through 
each event.  Don’t forget… 
you can and should expect 
this same courtesy and respect 
from every other shooter on 
your squad.    
 
     Well… these are just the ba-
sics of shooter responsibilities, 
duties, and conduct.  Hope-
fully, this sheds some light on 
the subject, or at least gener-
ates some good healthy dis-
cussion.  If and when the need 
should ever arise, the roles, 
responsibilities, duties, and 
proper shooter conduct, can 
be politely expressed, easily 
taught, and is always appreci-
ated.  Remember, excitement 
and frustration go hand-in-
hand when it comes to clay 
target shooting and a modest 
level of bragging and whining 
is acceptable.  However, any 
loud outbursts, ranting, foul 
or abusive language, tirades, 
and temper tantrums should 
never be tolerated.  A true 
champion takes everything in 
stride, and will always main-
tain the proper decorum with 
the utmost in dignity, courte-
sy, humility, and respect… win 
or lose!  So, as you work hard 
challenging yourself to be the 
best possible shooter you can 
be, put a little extra effort in 
being the best person you can 
be as well.  Believe me, when 
all is said and done… it’ll pay 
much bigger dividends!

 If you have a specific ques-
tion, send me an email at clay-
brakn@msn.com and I’ll do 
my best to get it answered.  
Please keep your ques-
tions brief and to the point.  
 
See you at the club… Frank 

Shooting tips include:
1) Pack a shooting bag. Essentials include a towel, bug spray, sunscreen, 

hat, and even a snack to keep the blood sugar up during your round. 
Don’t be afraid to leave the scorecard out and just work on a few troubling 
targets when out shooting with friends.

2) Develop a solid pre-shot routine. Practice a ritual every time you shoot, 
not just when keeping score or during a registered shoot. Consistency before 
you say “pull” will lead to greater consistency after you say “pull”.

3) Two colors of shooting glasses can help increase your score. With 
some stations at Brays Island in open fields and others in hardwood bot-
toms, light changes drastically. To see all presentations, have a darker col-
ored lens or sunglasses for the real bright stations and a light rose, purple 
or yellow pair for the ones with lots of shadows.

4) Change your chokes.  When shooting, ensure you have the right equip-
ment to be successful on the challenging targets at distance. While not all 
shooters change chokes frequently, it can help your results at end of the day.

5) BREATHE – this is one of our most frequently used phrases during 

Five Ways To Become A Better Shot From 
Brays Island Plantation

a lesson because shooters usually im-
prove their scores by simply taking a 
deep breath, relaxing and having fun.

About the Brays Island Planta-
tion Gun Club Originally designed 
by renowned gun-maker Holland & 

Holland, the Brays 
Island Gun Club of-
fers shooters an array 
of challenges amid a 
stunning Lowcoun-
try backdrop. The 
grounds feature more 
than 60 traps, 15 sta-
tion sporting clay 
course along with 
a five stand, skeet, 
trap, rifle, pistol and 
archery ranges. Pro-
viding a welcoming 
atmosphere for shoot-
ers of all abilities, The 
Gun Club also serves 

as one of the social hubs of Brays Island 
with a robust calendar of events and 
friendly competitions. For more infor-
mation, visit www.braysislandplanta-
tion.com.

Shooter Training at Brays Island Plantation
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