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Shooting
Shooter Responsibilities, 

Duties, and Conduct
By Frank Neumayer  

From the Publisher’s Desk
Welcome to the February/

March issue of Bird Dog & 
Retriever News. Thank you, 
subscribers, and advertisers 
for supporting us. 

This issue went to press a bit 
later than it should, though 
the bird seasons have been 
ending the banquet and show 
seasons are in full tilt. Ellen 
and I spent a few days in Las 
Vegas a couple of weeks ago 
at the SHOT (Shooting, Hunt-
ing Outdoor Trade) Show the 
Shooting Industry Show and 
are bringing you the latest 
news and pictures from that. 
Two days ago, we attended 
the Pheasant Forever Pheas-
antfest and will bring you 
pictures of that next issue. 

In addition, we are in the 
midst of doing a major re-
write of www.Bdarn.com our 
website which is by a factor of 
20 the largest in the industry. 
We just added or corrected 
links to about 1500 new club 
and organizations so you can 
find the people in the indus-
try that can help you out. 

We also have donated to 
about a hundred conserva-
tion and dog organization 
banquets. If you have a ban-
quet coming up, you can re-
quest a donation on our web-
site.

So, what’s in this issue, it’s 
jammed packed. First I show 
you some of the highlights of 
the show on my article just to 
the right. Then Frank Neu-
mayer looks at a shooters Du-
ties & Responsibilities. The 
Brays Plantation Island of 
South Carolina sent us a great 
brief article on Five Ways to 
become a better Shot. Then 
we have eight new must have 
products for you to drool 
over. Next we have a nice 
article by George Hickox on 
training our dogs to pattern 
and hunt in range. Followed 
by the most complete calen-
dar of events in the industry. 
As dogs age, many get Fatty 
Tumors, our rescue Vizsla, 
Jersey has them, we look 
at them on page 10. Then a 

717-673-0664

www.flushemhigh.com

Jim O’Shea, Glendive, MT

Question:   As a long-time 
clay target shooter, it seems to 
me that many shooters have lost 
their manners!  Plus, I don’t 
think they fully understand their 
duties and responsibilities ei-
ther.  You’ve been around the 
sport for a while… what are 
your thoughts on this? 

 
Answer:  First off, safety will 
always be the primary re-
sponsibility of every shooter, 
whether on or off the range, 
at practice or in competition.  
Also, every shooter is ex-
pected to follow the posted 
rules at any club or range 
they visit, as well as to un-
derstand the official rule 
book for whichever clay tar-
get sport they’re engaged in.  
For safe gun handling, the 
rule books will cover every 
aspect of a shooter’s duties 
and responsibilities.  You’ll 
receive a copy of the official 
rules when you join an asso-
ciation, and current copies 
are most always available at 
any registered shoot you at-
tend.  The rules can also be 
found online at the associa-
tion’s websites.  I certainly 
can’t cover everything here, 
but whichever clay target 
sport you participate in, the 
official rule books (PITA, 
ATA, NSSA, NSCA, etc.) will 
always explain in explicit de-
tail the duties and responsi-
bilities expected of each 
shooter as it relates to fire-
arm safety, on the range or 
off, when engaged in any 
registered shooting event.     
 
     Now… what the rule 
books won’t tell you is what 
a shooter’s conduct should 
be toward their fellow shoot-
ers (including all shoot per-
sonnel) when on the range as 
well as off.  Again, for safety 
and liability reasons, the of-
ficial rule books are quite ex-
plicit when it comes to gun 
handling and responsibili-
ties… but a shooter’s person-
al manners and etiquette are 
left up to the individual.  It’s 
basic human nature to want 
to be accepted, respected, 

and appreciated, but how 
you are perceived by others 
is entirely up to you.  Just re-
member… you reap what you 
sow!  As a standard practice, 
I’ve always found that if you 
put forth good manners with 
courtesy, and treat others 
with respect, regardless of 
who they are or what they 
do, these positive attributes 
will most certainly come 
back to you in equal or great-
er measure.  With that said, 

shoot, the first thing you’ll 
do is present your Member-
ship Card and current Average 
Card to the folks at the clas-
sification table.  When you 
don’t have your cards with 
you (especially your average 
card) and they’re not up to 
date, it makes it very diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for 
shoot management to get 
you classified and squaded 
p r o p e r l y .  
 
     Simply put, the proper 
classification for singles and 
doubles is entirely based on 
the current averages on your 
card.  Plus your card also 
displays your correct handi-
cap yardage position as well.  
Without a current average 
card you could easily end up 
being penalized by having to 
shoot in a higher class or at a 

longer yardage… and that’s 
if you can be allowed to 
shoot at all.  All of this can be 
easily avoided with just a 
little forethought and pre-
shoot preparation.  As a 
shooter, you certainly don’t 
need this headache and add-
ed stress before you even fire 
a shot.  Simply add this small 
task to your post-shoot rou-
tine and then it becomes a 
non-issue.  Shoot manage-
ment will certainly appreci-
ate all your efforts at being 
prepared, organized, accu-
rate, and up-to-date when 
you arrive at a shoot. 
 
     Second Point:  The squad 
leader is the only shooter on 
the squad that actually has 
duties to perform during an 
event.  Here are the basic du-
ties of the squad leader:  1) 
They will call the squad, and 
the score keeper to readiness.  
2) They will call for a “view 

target” and get squad member 
consensus of acceptability.  3) 
They will then lead-off the sub-
event by calling the first target 
and taking the first shot.  4) As 
the squad rotates through each 
post, they will acknowledge the 
post one shooter is ready before 
taking the first shot at a new 
post.  5) When each sub-event is 
concluded, the squad leader will 
review the scores for accuracy, 
initial the score sheet, and then 
carry it on to the next sub-event.  
6) At the end of a 100 target 
event, the squad leader makes 
certain the score sheet is com-
plete and legible and that it gets 
into the hands of shoot manage-
ment for recording.  If there’s 
been any corrections made on 
the score sheet the squad leader 
is to make certain everything is 
legible and that all corrections 
are properly initialed.  (Note:  

As one ages and we find out both 
Santa Clause and Easter Bunny 
don’t exist the fun things in life 

slowly fall away. Though soon Ellen and 
I will have a grandchild, there are few 
things I look forward to months away. 
The Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) show, our industry “show & tell 
fair” is one of them. It is held in January in 
Vegas as our season are coming to the end. 

There are a few reasons I look forward 
to the show. First if you anyone of any 
notoriety in the hunting/guns/outdoor 
industry that is where you will be during 
that week. If there is a new product to be 
introduced in our industry that is the first 
place it will be revealed. And lastly it’s a 
giant show about guns, hunting and the 
outdoors in Vegas, it’s the things Mens 
Dreams are made of.

On page 14 and 15 I have two pages 
in this issue and next dedicated to some 
of the brands and people that are at the 
SHOT Show. In this column, I highlighted 
a few things that caught my eye.

There are several manufactures of Elec-
tronic Dog collars. But finally, ONE got 
the controls right, DTS Systems. Brian 
Lasley showed the new hand held control 
that still allowed you to handle a dog and 
shoot without a dangling necklace. It was 
a GREAT Step up!

About half the people at the show are 
from the states surrounding MN and we 
have great products here. One of the best 
is Red Wing and Irish Setter Boots repre-
sented by Kim Emery who we saw twice 
this year, once to see their new boots and 
once for the beer party, we LIKE parties!

Another of our regular booths we make 
a trek to is Coast Flashlight. Haley Chap-
man sends us flashlights we regularly fea-
ture in new products. We have a dozen of 
the best flashlights around our house, in 
our vehicles in hunting & dog bags and 
they all work great.

We spent two days at the show walked 
17 mile and have pictures from 50+ booths 
look for them in this and the upcoming is-
sues.

This Year’s Vegas Industry SHOT Show
By Dennis Guldan

Haley Chapman  Tradeshow & Marketing Coordinator from 
Coastportland with a great new rechargable flashligh new 
this year. Look for it under New Productts soon!

Kim Emery of Firefly Publicity whowing off the 
latest Irishsetter & Redwing Boots

Brian Lasley Marketing Director of D.T. 
Systems showing off the new E-collar 
control fits on your hand with fingers free!

let’s take the elements of 
shooter responsibilities, du-
ties, and conduct and apply 
some basic logic and com-
mon sense understanding to 
e a c h .         
 
     First Point:  It’s every 
shooter’s responsibility to 
know the rules and proce-
dures for whichever clay tar-
get game they’re shooting.  
As you read the official rule 
books, it’s important to keep 
in mind that if any shooter’s 
conduct is judged unsafe, 
unsportsmanlike, or disrup-
tive to the harmony of the 
shoot, they can, or will be, 
asked to leave.  So… let’s 
start with first things first.  
This may not seem like 
much, but shooters should 
always keep their average 
cards up-to-date, and their 
latest rolling averages calcu-
lated.  When you arrive at a 

Shoot management will al-
ways verify all scores before 
official posting).  
 
     Remember, it’s every shoot-
er’s own responsibility to 
make certain their scores are 
correct as they move through 
an event.  If questions come 
up, the squad leader will try 
to resolve the issue through 
consensus and validation 
from the squad members and 
the score keeper.  Squad lead-
ers are not responsible to 
watch and critique every sin-
gle target break from every 
member of the squad.  They 
are not serious dispute resolv-
ers, nor the supreme final au-
thority on anything.  If any is-
sue needs escalating, the 
squad leader will simply stop 
the squad and defer the prob-
lem to the shoot authorities 
for resolution.  At some point 
every shooter will be faced 

couple pages of state news 
and finish up this issue with 
pictures of the SHOT Show 
and an industry update. En-
joy!

See you in the field and at 
the shows & events!
Dennis Guldan
Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever 
News  
E-mail: Publisher@Bird-Dog-
News.com  Worlds largest read 
hunting/dog publication A great 
publication, that makes you smile!
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with being a squad leader, but 
many shooters have expressed 
a concern for keeping track of 
the actual number of shots 
fired from post to post?  You 
can dispel this fear very sim-
ply by keeping your shells in 
their box and put the entire 
box in your pocket.  Then you 
can easily keep count with 
your fingers (5 shells to a row/
post) as you move through the 
event.  Overall, with a little 
practice and experience, being 
a squad leader really isn’t dif-
ficult or intimidating at all.      
 
     Third Point:  When we talk 
about proper shooter conduct, 
words like etiquette, courtesy, 
manners, and respect, become 
a big part of the discussion.  
First of all, every shooter 
should always embrace the 

principles and practices of 
proper shooter conduct and 
decorum… both on and off the 
range.  From my experience, 
here are just a just few simple 
courtesies you should try to 
remember:  While carrying 
your gun always keep the ac-
tion open, unloaded, and the 
muzzle pointed toward the 
ground.  If you like to carry 
your shotgun over your shoul-
der, carry it with the muzzle 
forward and pointed down-
ward, this keeps your barrel 
out of the faces of those behind 
you.  Have your guns and gear 
organized and ready to go be-
fore you arrive at the shoot.  
Once you’ve registered, get 
yourself and your gear ready 
to move-out promptly to your 
designated trap or field when 
the time comes.  
 
     Pay attention to the On-
Deck board, and be at your 
starting trap or field with 
plenty of time to spare.  Wait-
ing on an absent squad mem-
ber is very frustrating for all 
concerned.  Don’t crowd the 
squad ahead of you.  Let them 
clear the trap or field before 
you take over.  When your 
squad does move out onto the 
field, be sure to check the score 
sheet to confirm your name, 
class, and/or yardage is prop-
erly listed.  If it’s not, make 
certain to get it added or cor-
rected right then before any-
one starts shooting.  If you’re 
shooting a handicap event, 
don’t hesitate to step forward 
and help prepare the field for 
your squad’s positions on the 
web.  Listen closely for your 
score at each post, and never 

take a shot from your next post 
until you’ve heard your score 
announced!  If there’s any ques-
tion at all, it needs to be resolved 
before you take that first shot 
from the new post.  Think of it 
this way, once you’ve moved to 
a new post and taken that first 
shot, you’re accepting the scores 
given for your previous post… 
right or wrong.    
 
     For safety reasons, while on 
the field and from post to post, 
the rule books are quite specific 
on proper gun loading, unload-
ing, and handling.  What they 
fail to address is the proper con-
duct each shooter should dis-
play while on the web and while 
moving through an event.  I’ve 
been clay target shooting for 
many years now, and I’ve ob-
served a wide variety of shooter 
performance.  At this point, I can 
only convey to you what I be-
lieve is proper and acceptable 
shooter conduct:  Above all, 
know the rules of the game 
you’re engaged in, and always 
think safety first!  As your squad 
moves onto the field, get to your 
post, set your foot position, fo-
cus your eyes down range, and 
don’t be distracting.  Now is the 
time for you to concentrate and 
get your mind focused and into 
the game!  Pay attention to your 
squad leader, be alert and watch-
ing for the “view target” when 
called for, and then relax, 
breathe… and prepare yourself 
mentally for your turn to shoot.  
 
     As the event starts, keep your 
eyes down range, remain quiet, 
and don’t move anything until 
the shooter before you has com-
pleted his shot.  Then, and only 

then, do you start through 
your five second routine for 
breaking your target.  Once 
you’ve taken your shot and 
dismounted and opened your 
gun, remain quiet… showing 
courtesy and respect to the fol-
lowing shooter to your right.  
Once that shooter has fired at 
his target, then you can quiet-
ly, and without distraction, 
prepare yourself and your gun 
for your next shot.  Remem-
ber, each time when it’s your 
turn to shoot, stay focused and 
within your own rhythm and 
timing for each shot.  Don’t be 
a slow poke and disrupt any 
good squad rhythm, but don’t 
let yourself be hurried either.  
Stay with this simple routine 
for every shot, on every post, 
as your squad moves through 
each event.  Don’t forget… 
you can and should expect 
this same courtesy and respect 
from every other shooter on 
your squad.    
 
     Well… these are just the ba-
sics of shooter responsibilities, 
duties, and conduct.  Hope-
fully, this sheds some light on 
the subject, or at least gener-
ates some good healthy dis-
cussion.  If and when the need 
should ever arise, the roles, 
responsibilities, duties, and 
proper shooter conduct, can 
be politely expressed, easily 
taught, and is always appreci-
ated.  Remember, excitement 
and frustration go hand-in-
hand when it comes to clay 
target shooting and a modest 
level of bragging and whining 
is acceptable.  However, any 
loud outbursts, ranting, foul 
or abusive language, tirades, 
and temper tantrums should 
never be tolerated.  A true 
champion takes everything in 
stride, and will always main-
tain the proper decorum with 
the utmost in dignity, courte-
sy, humility, and respect… win 
or lose!  So, as you work hard 
challenging yourself to be the 
best possible shooter you can 
be, put a little extra effort in 
being the best person you can 
be as well.  Believe me, when 
all is said and done… it’ll pay 
much bigger dividends!

 If you have a specific ques-
tion, send me an email at clay-
brakn@msn.com and I’ll do 
my best to get it answered.  
Please keep your ques-
tions brief and to the point.  
 
See you at the club… Frank 

Shooting tips include:
1) Pack a shooting bag. Essentials include a towel, bug spray, sunscreen, 

hat, and even a snack to keep the blood sugar up during your round. 
Don’t be afraid to leave the scorecard out and just work on a few troubling 
targets when out shooting with friends.

2) Develop a solid pre-shot routine. Practice a ritual every time you shoot, 
not just when keeping score or during a registered shoot. Consistency before 
you say “pull” will lead to greater consistency after you say “pull”.

3) Two colors of shooting glasses can help increase your score. With 
some stations at Brays Island in open fields and others in hardwood bot-
toms, light changes drastically. To see all presentations, have a darker col-
ored lens or sunglasses for the real bright stations and a light rose, purple 
or yellow pair for the ones with lots of shadows.

4) Change your chokes.  When shooting, ensure you have the right equip-
ment to be successful on the challenging targets at distance. While not all 
shooters change chokes frequently, it can help your results at end of the day.

5) BREATHE – this is one of our most frequently used phrases during 

Five Ways To Become A Better Shot From 
Brays Island Plantation

a lesson because shooters usually im-
prove their scores by simply taking a 
deep breath, relaxing and having fun.

About the Brays Island Planta-
tion Gun Club Originally designed 
by renowned gun-maker Holland & 

Holland, the Brays 
Island Gun Club of-
fers shooters an array 
of challenges amid a 
stunning Lowcoun-
try backdrop. The 
grounds feature more 
than 60 traps, 15 sta-
tion sporting clay 
course along with 
a five stand, skeet, 
trap, rifle, pistol and 
archery ranges. Pro-
viding a welcoming 
atmosphere for shoot-
ers of all abilities, The 
Gun Club also serves 

as one of the social hubs of Brays Island 
with a robust calendar of events and 
friendly competitions. For more infor-
mation, visit www.braysislandplanta-
tion.com.

Shooter Training at Brays Island Plantation
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recall command in the yard 
and I’ve introduced it to the e-
collar, it’s time to “generalize.” 
Generalization means teaching 
the dog that it has to respond 
to the command wherever the 
command is given. I now em-
ploy avoidance training. I give 
the recall command in the field, 
and if the dog recalls, I reward 
it. If the dog does not respond, I 
notify the dog that its behavior 
is not acceptable, and then I cor-
rect with the e-collar. The identi-
fier could be the word “No” or 
a low-level stimulation in the 
nick mode followed by a higher, 
more meaningful level of stimu-
lation. Not every collar system 
has the ability to incorporate a 
low-level modifier with a high-
er-level correction mode in a 
timely fashion. I give the com-
mand only one time. Repeating 
a command will not teach the 
dog to respond with excellence 
the first time the command is is-
sued. With consistency from the 
trainer, the dog will learn that it 
can avoid the correction by re-
sponding immediately.

Once the dog is reliably re-
calling, I attach a 20-foot check 
cord to its collar. I hold onto the 
check cord as the dog is running 
down the field. I give two quick 
tweets on my whistle‚ “my cue 
for the dog to turn.” (Any cue/
command will work as long as 
the cue is consistent each time.) I 
then immediately give a jerk on 
the check cord. In a very short 
period‚ “often one session” the 
dog will turn when it hears the 
two tweets in order to beat the 
jerk on the cord. At this point I 
turn the dog loose without the 
check cord attached. As the dog 
is running, I give the turn cue. 
If the dog turns, I let it know 
that this is what I wanted with 
an enthusiastic “Atta Boy!” If it 
does not turn, I notify and cor-
rect with stimulation.

To teach a pointing dog to 
handle in range, it is manda-
tory to first establish the desired 
range. A handler running horse-
back field trials or hunting from 
horseback on the prairies is 
seeking a dog that covers more 
country. Someone hunting a 
five-acre preserve will demand 
a closer-working dog. Where 
the birds are planted in training 
dictates the range at which the 
dog hunts. If the dog initially 
finds birds at 500 yards and this 
success is reinforced with repeti-
tions, it becomes a 500-yard dog. 
If you want the dog to hunt clos-
er, take it to a birdless field, and 
when the dog ranges out too 
far, plant a bird in front of you. 
When the dog recalls, it will find 
the bird and become more in-
cline to check back. In training 
or on initial forays to the hunt-
ing coverts, carry a bird in your 
vest. If the dog gets out too far, 
plant the bird close to you. Give 
the dog a reward for checking in 
and a reason to hunt with you as 
a partner. 

For more training articles or in-
formation on the George Hickox 
School of Dog Training, visit www.
georgehickox.com

TrainingNew Products

Have a new product for this 
section? 

Get a hold of us at:
Publisher@Bird-Dog-News.com

Don’t Cost Nuthin!

Stan Bentall
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell
I HAVE CLOSED OUR GALLERY IN SANTA FE RECENTLY AND AFTER 62 

YEARS OF SCULPTING THE HUNTING DOG I AM RETIRING.

I AM OFFERING TO YOU MY ORIGINAL BROZE SCULPTURES THAT I HAVE 
IN INVENTORY AT HALF 
PRICE. CHECK MY WEB 
SITE WWW.STANBENTALL.
COM AND YOU MAY HAVE 
ANY SCULPTURE OF YOUR 
CHOICE AT HALF THE 
PRICE LISTED. SCULPTURES 
W I L L  B E  S U B J E C T  T O 
AVAILABILITY. 

PowerLight Mini
See. Be Seen. Be Charged.
Go hands free with this ul-

traslim clippable lantern that 
moves with you for on-the-go 
light and power. Slip it onto 
a pocket or strap and avoid 
harsh glares with BioLite 
edge-lighting, helping you see 
and be seen on the trail or on 
your commute. A 1350mAh 
USB rechargeable battery pro-
vides up to 52 hours of light 
or a backup boost to your 
phone. It's a headlamp, lan-
tern, and bikelight all in one 
highly compact form. 

$44.95 
www.bioliteenergy.com 

C a b l z  E y e w e a r 
Retention System

Made of surgical grade steel 
cable, industrial strength rub-
ber and other quality compo-
nents, Cablz are designed to 
handle hard work and active 
lifestyles. Not to be confused 
with Croakies, Chums or oth-
er products, the Cablz Eye-
wear Retention System is the 
next generation of eyewear 
retention.

• Available in lengths of 12”, 
14” and 16”

• Available in Regular or XL 
rubber ends

Cablz® Regular rubber ends 
fit glasses with earpieces be-
tween 3-9mm in width. 80% 
of the sunglasses on the mar-
ket today have frames in that 
range.

Available in Regular or XL 
rubber ends

$11.99
www.cablz.com

Hunting and Fishing 
Activity Meter with 

Weather Forecaster
Don't miss out on favorable 

weather and wildlife condi-
tions! AcuRite's Hunting & 
Fishing Activity Meter predicts 
wildlife activity levels by com-
bining weather observations 
with lunar positioning data. 
AcuRite's patented Self-Cali-
brating Technology provides 
your personal forecast of 12 to 
24 hour weather conditions. 
Self-Calibrating Forecasting is 
generated from weather data 
measured by a sensor you 
place outside - giving you the 
most accurate forecast avail-
able for your exact location.

$29.99 
www.acurite.com

12 Gauge Gun Cleaning 
Bore-tips® by Swab-
its®

12ga Bore-tips are tough, re-
usable foam tips engineered for 
100% bore contact; spreading 
fluids more evenly than mops 
and patches without lint or fi-
bers.  Their non-abrasive foam 
allows them to be run in both 
directions, while their absor-
bency requires less solvent/
lubricant.  Washable and reus-
able, they affix to a standard 
shotgun rod with 5/16-27 
threading.  For those with a .30 
caliber rifle, the 12ga is also a 
perfectly sized chamber brush, 
allowing one to easily swab the 
receiver. 

$14.99
www.bore-tips.com

Corky Overcollar
Corky’s patent pending 

Overcollar™ is the safest, 
highest visibility protec-
tion for dogs and their 
owners on their walks. 
Unlike regular collars that 
are often hidden by hair 
or fur, the Overcollar™ 
uses 3M Scotchlite™ 360° 
enhanced visibility which 
can be seen up to 1,000 
feet! Corky’s Overcollars™ 
are weatherproof and are 
made from MiraFab™, a 
Fleece-like material that is 
fast drying, repels water 
and is machine washable.

$19.95 
corkysreflectivewear.com

Irish Setter Wingshooter Boot
Lightweight performance in an up-
land boot. Crafted for the most de-
manding bird hunter, our Wing-
shooter boots feature a full-grain, 
waterproof leather upper, combined 
with our UltraDry™ technology for 
complete weatherproofing. Our Prai-
rie sole reduces weight, provides un-
derfoot cushioning and provides ex-
cellent traction in any upland terrain. 
• Leather  • Imported  • Rubber sole  
• Shaft measures approximately 6.5” 
from arch  • Heel measures approxi-
mately 1.25”  • 7-inch lace-up hunting 
boot with full grain waterproof leath-
er and removable polyurethane foot-
bed  • EVA midsole reduces weight 
and provides underfoot cushioning  
• UltraDry Waterproofing system 

$179.99
www.irishsetterboots.com

Original Puffy 
Blanket

The Rumpl Puffy Blanket 
uses the same technical mate-
rials found in premium sleep-
ing bags and insulated puffy 
jackets. Whether indoors or 
outside, the Puffy blanket is 
designed to provide optimal 
warmth in any environment. 
Utilizing a weather-resistant 
20D ripstop nylon shell with 
DWR treatment, the blanket 
resists water, dirt, odor, pet 
hair, and other debris. The 
Puffy fits easily in an included 
stuff sack for quick storage or 
taking on the go.

SPECS: 20D Ripstop Nylon 
with DWR with 3D Hollow Fi-
ber Synthetic Insulation

Weight - Baby 0.7lbs, Throw 
2.1lbs, Twin 3.3lbs, Queen 
4.8lbs, King 6.2lbs. Stuff sack 
included

$65.00 
www.gorumpl.com

COHO 7v Black 
Fleece Heated Vest

Our fleece heated vest pro-
vides instant heat with the 
push of a button. Instead of 
piling on layers when the tem-
perature drops, slip on your 
fleece heated vest with Zero 
Layer® 7v™ heating technol-
ogy and stay warm for hours. 
This lightweight garment uti-
lizes our 3 zone heating sys-
tem and patent pending de-
sign to provide heat in the key 
body areas. The Coho is pow-
ered by a rechargeable lithium 
battery pack with built-in mi-
croprocessor controller that al-
lows you to regulate the tem-
perature output between four 
different levels Approximate 
Battery Run Time per Power 
Level 100% High – 2 hours 
75% Med/High – 3.5 hours 
50% Medium – 5 hours

$169.95
voltheat.com

Training your dog to hunt within 
the desired range for the day’s condi-
tions probably ranks near the top of 
the list of priorities for the walking 
upland gunner. A Labrador retriever 
or English Springer Spaniel flushing 
pheasants beyond range makes for a 
frustrating day‚ one often punctuated 
by screaming politically incorrect ex-
pletives. Watching your pointing dog 
disappear over yonder hilltop or play 
hide-and-seek in the grouse woods is 
just as bad. Neither experience makes 
for the kind of day afield any of us 
looks forward to.

As in all canine training, it is folly to 
expect a dog to perform with excellence 
if pre-season training hasn’t been done 
well. Teaching a dog to hunt within the 
desired range and to pattern efficiently 
under various wind conditions should 
begin in the yard and then progress to 
the training field prior to the season. 
Strapping an e-collar onto a dog’s neck 
moments before going hunting with 
no prior training or proper introduc-
tion to low-level stimulation may lead 
to a dog that will not range farther than 
the hunter’s shadow or bolts to the 
next county. Foundations are impor-
tant, and the initial training lays the 
groundwork for success in the hunting 
arena.

A dog is a predator questing for prey. 
The objective is not to reduce the dog’s 
drive and instincts for finding birds. 
The goal is to develop a dog that hunts 
with you in the manner in which you 
want to hunt. This requires training. 
Wishing and hoping is not a sound 
training strategy.

Whether you have a pointing or 
flushing breed, I strongly recommend 
introducing the dog to the e-collar 
in the yard and not in the field. The 
sought-after behavior and response to 
a command is not taught with stimu-
lation. Excellence is taught with the 
e-collar. We implement the 80-percent-

compliance rule: If the dog does not 
respond in the yard eight out of 10 
times by complying to a command, it 
is premature to use stimulation. Teach 
the command first, and then reinforce 
with stimulation.

In a proper e-collar introduction 
program, the lowest level of stimula-
tion that the dog feels should be de-
termined before correcting for non-
compliance. In addition, it will benefit 
the dog’s processing of why it is being 
corrected if the undesirable behavior 
is identified while the dog is still ex-
hibiting it and before stimulation is 
administered. For example, the iden-
tifier could be the word “No!” Give a 
(known) command you want the dog 
to comply to, and then, as the dog is 
giving the proverbial ringer by not 
complying, say “No!” count to two, 
and stimulate with the level appropri-
ate for the dog.

Once commands have been taught 
in the yard and e-collar conditioning 
has been completed, the time is right 
for teaching patterning and hunting in 
range. Patterning is the ground cover-
age that the dog runs in order to use 
the wind to better smell birds. Quar-
tering, for example, is a left-to-right 
and right-to-left pattern that is most 
effective when hunting into the wind. 
A dog running a quartering pattern is 
in position to smell game in front of it. 
However, if a dog is coursing in a quar-
tering pattern downwind, with the 
wind blowing from it to the game, this 
probably will prove unproductive, as 
the dog likely will bump birds. Later, 
you will want to train the dog to pat-
tern differently when hunting down-
wind or across the wind. Whenever 
feasible, a hunter should try to hunt 
into the wind. This gives the dog the 
opportunity to find more birds and in-
creases the probability of game in the 
bag.

It is easier for a dog to learn to quar-
ter into the wind, so this is where I 
begin to teach patterning in the field. 
I teach flushing breeds to pattern and 
hunt in range differently than I do 
pointing breeds. All flushing breeds 
obviously need to stay within gun 
range. With pointing breeds/however, 
as long as they meet the requirement of 
holding point until the gunner arrives, 
range is not as critical to putting birds 
in the bag.

It will help a lot in teaching flush-
ing breeds to quarter if you can use a 
groomed field. If the prevailing wind 
is coming out of the north-blowing in a 
north-to-south direction‚ then cut rows 
from east to west. A mower on the back 
of a tractor will cut a five- or six-foot 
strip, which is ideal for preparing a 
groomed field. A five- to six-foot-wide 
cut row 40 to 60 yards long alternating 
with an uncut row of the same dimen-
sions is the blueprint, and you can con-
tinue this pattern to use as much room 
as you have. The trainer should walk 
into the wind‚ ”south to north” and up 
the middle of the field. This will put 20 
to 30 yards of the crosswind rows to 
either side of him. Thus, the dog will 
never be farther than 20 to 30 yards 
to either side‚ “within acceptable gun 
range.” Plant a locked-wing pigeon 
in the high cover on the right edge of 
the first row and then on the left edge 
of the high cover on the next row, or 
vice versa, and repeat this placement 
of planted birds down the field. With 
only a few repetitions, the dog will 
learn that it won’t find anything if it 
runs straight up the field. The dog will 
find birds by quartering in a right-to-
left and left-to-right pattern.

Because this works for the dog, it 
will repeat the behavior. This initial 
groundwork is far more effective than 
taking a dog to a preserve and letting 
it run wherever. If the dog finds a bird 
60 yards down the field, then it likely 
will run 60 yards down the field on the 
next outing. Fixing is harder than pre-
venting. The prescription for a dog that 
runs out of range is the same: Bring it 
to a groomed field, and it soon will 
mend its ways.

I teach both flushing and pointing 
breeds to turn on the whistle and to 
recall the same way. Once a dog re-
sponds 80 percent of the time to the 

Patterning & Hunting in Range
By George Hickox
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CalendarIOWA 
Feb 17-19 Gun Show Fairgrounds 1212 
E. Quarry S Maquoketa 
 March 3-5 Gun Show Fairgrounds 2815 
W Locust Davenport 
Feb 18-19 Cyclone Country Kennel Club 
of Ames Show Iowa State Fairgrounds 
E 30th & Grand Avenue Des Moines 
 March 25-26 Clinton Iowa Kennel Club 
Show Clinton County Fairgrounds De 
Witt 
March 18-19 GSP Club of Central Iowa 
Dude Hoehn’s Farm Columbia IA Jeff 
Wallace Knoxville 641-842-5954 
March 18-19 Key City Hunting Retriev-
er Club Three Hills Hunting Preserve 
Bernard IA Laura Gallagher Bellevue 
563-543-0872 
April 1-2 GSP Club of Central Iowa Van 
Polen Farms Oskaloosa IA Jeff Wallace 
Knoxville 641-842-5954 
April 1-2 Iowa Brittany Club Van Polen 
Farms Oskaloosa IA Jill Sackett Winter-
set 515-462-9176 
April 7-13 Iowa Brittany Club Union 
County Ranch Thayer IA Kenneth Win-
dom Cambridge 515-220-4925 
April 8-9 Iowa Gun Dog Association 
Osceola IA Paul Phipps New Virginia 
515-438-2715 
April 8-9 Iowa Sporting Spaniel Big 
Springs Range Searsboro IA Holly Bog-
gess Runnells 515-205-3224 
April 14-20 GSP Club of Central Iowa 
Dude Hoehn’s Farm Columbia IA Jeff 
Wallace Knoxville 641-842-5954 
April 21-23 Hawkeye Vizsla Club Union 
County Bird Dog Ranch Thayer IA Kim 
Heller Clarion 515-851-2019
April 21-22 Palouse Hills Dog Fanci-
ers Inc. Show Nez Perce County Fair-
grounds 13th St & Burrell Ave Lewiston 
 April 23-24 Lewis-Clark Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Nez Perce County Fair-
grounds 13th St & Burrell Ave Lewiston 
 April 29-30 Heart of Iowa Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 12th Ave & Olive Sy 
Marshalltown 

For a more complete calendar go to our website www.Bdarn.com

ILLINOIS 
Feb 4-5 Gun Show K.C. Hall 1501 W Fayette 
Ave Effingham 
Feb 11-12 Northern Illinois Rooster Heaven 
Open IL Emily Perkins Amo 317-201-7532 
 Feb 12 Gun Show Fairgrounds 525 S Randall 
Rd St Charles 
Feb 16-22 IL Brittany Club Pyramid State 
Recreation Pinckneyville IL Judy Graves 
Friedheim 673-788-2208 
Feb 18-19 Gateway Vizsla Club Jim Edgar 
Panther Creek Wildlife Area Chandlerville 
IL Justin Hess Foley 314-406-8839 
Feb 18-19 Illinois STR Pyramid State Park 
Coulterville IL Albert Hall Marissa 618-
295-2966 
Feb 25-26 Northern Illinois Rooster Heaven 
Forest IL Rick Hubbard Waukesha 847-455-
0864 
Feb 25-26 Retrievers Unlimited Hunting 
Retriever Club Horseshoe Lake State Park 
Granite City IL Angel Brandt Fayetteville 
618-447-2619 
Feb 25-26 Gun Show Interstate Center 2301 
W Market St Bloomington 
March 4-5 Gun Show Pavilion 1602 Sioux 
Drive Marion 
March 4-5 Illinois Region Bunker Hill IL 
Brandon Ralston Bunker Hill 618-954-8193 
March 4-5 Northern Illinois Rooster Heaven 
Forest IL Rick Hubbard Waukesha 847-455-
0864 
March 10-12 Gateway GSP Club Pyramid 
State Park Pinckneyville IL Kim Amend 
Kirkwood 314-822-2064 
March 11-12 Heart Of Illinois Brittany Club 
Moraine View LeRoy IL Kenneth Heath 
White Heath 217-377-0049 
March 11-12 Spinner Farms Spinner Farms 
Hillsboro IL Ron Huels Carlyle 618-444-3938 
March 11-12 Gun Show Expo Center 200 
South Belt East Belleville 
March 18-19 Illinois Region Pana IL Gordon 
Galloway Decatur 217-423-8250 
March 18 Northern Illinois Pre-Trial Rooster 

Haven IL Dennis Sibley Lockport 779-875-
8557 
March 18-19 Sportsmen’s Spaniel Club Of 
Calumet Des Plaines Wildlife Area WIlming-
ton IL Brian Bilotta Naperville 708-846-8232 
March 18 Northern Illinois Regional Elimi-
nation Trial Rooster Haven IL Dennis Sibley 
Lockport 779-875-8557 
March 18-19 Gun Show Fluid Event Center 
601 N Cty Fair Dr Champaign 
March 19 Gun Show Fairgrounds 525 S 
Randall Rd St Charles 
March 25-26 Heart Of Illinois Brittany Club 
Jim Edgar Panther WMA Chandlerville IL 
Neveta Salmons Liberty 217-645-3749 
March 25-26 Illinois Region TBD IL Rick 
Bertinetti Carlinville 217-825-3738 
March 25-26 Weimaraner Club Of Northern 
IL Des Plaines Cons Area West Wilmington 
IL Mary Cernak Manhattan 815-478-7588 
April 1-2 Vizsla Club Of IL Jim Edgar Pan-
ther Creek Wildlife Area Chandlerville IL 
Rodney Albin Moscow Hills 636-358-0703 
April 1-2 Gun Show Expo Center 1033 N 
Villa Ave Villa Park 
April 8-9 GSP Club Of Illinois Des Plaines 
WMA Wilmington IL Perry Dlugie Deerfield 
847-417-4688 
April 8-9 Retrievers Unlimited Hunting 
Retriever Club Majestic Mallard Sparta IL 
Angel Brandt Fayetteville 618-447-2619 
April 8-9 Kennel Club of Yorkville Illinois 
Show Northern Illinois University Lincoln 
Hwy and Annie Glidden Rd De Kalb 
April 9 Gun Show Fairgrounds 525 S Randall 
Rd St Charles 
April 15-16 Gun Creek Hunting Retriever 
Club Scott Cutsinger Place Pittsburg IL Jodi 
Davies Tamaroa 618-927-4681 
April 15-18 GWP Club Of Illinois Des Plaines 
WMA Wilmington IL Beth Wiltshire Oregon 
815-289-2089 
April 22-23 Vizsla Club Of IL Des Plaines 
WMA Joliet IL Brad Lepoudre Elgin 847-
888-1176 
April 22-23 Weimaraner Club Of Northern 
IL Des Plaines Cons Area West Joliet IL Carol 
Barsema McHenry 815-385-4850 
April 29-30 La Salle Brittany Club Des 
Plaines Wildlife Area Joliet IL Traci Darmon 
Leaf River 815-985-9322
April 27-29 Champaign Illinois Kennel Club 
Show Progress City USA 4275 E Mound Rd. 
Decatur 
April 28 Sandemac Kennel Club Show Prog-
ress City USA 4275 E Mound Rd. Decatur 
April 30 Mattoon Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Progress City  4275 E Mound Rd. Decatur 

KANSAS 
March 3-5 Garden City Kansas Kennel Club 
Show Finney County Fairgrounds South 9th 
& Frederick Garden City 
Feb 11-12 Sunflower German Shorthair 
Pointer Club Neises Ranch Howard KS 
Randy Neises Viola 316-794-8301 
March 17-19 Southern Kansas Brittany Club 
Williams Oliver Ranch Eureka KS Terry 
Gowin Whitewater 316-799-2229 
March 18-19 Saline County Bird Dog Club 
Salina KS Bob Power Salina 785-823-1456 
March 18-19 Springer Spaniel Club Of Cen-
tral Kansas 2 miles E on Hwy 42 1/2 mile 
North of Zenda Zenda KS Patricia Bramwell 
Zenda 620-532-2770 

March 24-26 Midwest Brittany Club William 
Oliver Ranch Eureka KS Justin Hagedorn 
Basehor 316-733-9623 
April 1-2 Northwest Missouri Bird Dog 
Club Cokeley Farms Delia KS Rick Manfredi 
Peculiar 816-695-5070 
April 6-7 Wichita Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Convent Center 225 W Douglas Ave Wichita 
April 7-9 Jayhawk Retriever Club Byron 
Walker Wildlife Area Kingman KS Mark 
Balkenbush Kingman 620-491-1580 
April 8-9 Salt Plains Pointing Dog Club Salt 
Plains Bird Dog Club Sterling KS Mark Gil-
lespie Sterling 620-758-7310 
April 8 Hutchinson Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Convention Center 225 W Douglas Ave 
Wichita 
April 9 Salina Kennel Club Inc. Show Kansas 
Pavilions 1279 E 85th St North Valley Center 
April 29-30 Southern Kansas Brittany Club 8 
Miles South Of Yoder Yoder KS Terry Gowin 
Whitewater 316-799-2229

KENTUCKY  
Feb 4-5 Tri County Quail Hunters Tri County 
Quail Club Corbin KY JW Collins Barbour-
ville 606-278-3173 
Feb 18-19 Gun Show Cave City Convention 
Center I-65 Exit 53 Cave City 
Feb 18-19 Central Kentucky Hunting Re-
triever Club Elk Creek Hunt Club Owenton 
KY Jonathan Van Winkle Berea 859-582-9532 
March 11-12 Kentuckiana Pointing Breeds 
Association Don’s Hunting and Fishing 
Adventures Cecilia KY Holly Hatfield 
Shelbyville 502-727-5408 
March 16 Mid-Kentucky Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center 
937 Phillips Ln Louisville 
March 17-19 Louisville Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center 
937 Phillips Ln Louisville 
March 18 Evansville Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center 937 Phil-
lips Ln Louisville 
March 18-19 Tri County Quail Hunters Tri 
County Quail Club Corbin KY JW Collins 
Barbourville 606-278-3173 
March 25-26 Gun Show Cave City Conven-
tion Center I-65 Exit 53 Cave City 
April 22-23 Kentucky Region Berry KY 
Mikeal Mulberry Corinth 859-242-0643 
April 29 Tri County Quail Hunters Tri 
County Quail Club Corbin KY JW Collins 
Barbourville 606-278-3173 
April 29-30 Tri-State Hunting Retriever Club 
Gibbs Farm Madisonville KY Mike Titzer 
Evansville 812-454-3229 
April 8-9 Paducah Kennel Club Inc. show 
Paducah Kennel Club Building 1325 Fisher 
Rd. Paducah

MICHIGAN
Feb 18-19 Gun Show Kewadin Casino 3039 
Mackinac Trail St St Ignace 
Feb 18-19 Crosswind Kennels Maybe MI 
Scott Townsend Maybee 734-755-0888 
March 25-26 Gun Show Rec Center 1900 
Fairgrounds Rd Kalkaska 
March 25-26 Crosswind Kennels Maybe MI 
Scott Townsend Maybee 734-755-0888 
March 25-26 Great Lakes Hunting Retriever 
Club Wings & Rings Pheasant Hunting 
Reserve Zeeland MI Wendy Swift Grand 
Haven 616-862-9931 
March 25-26 Southern MI Weimaraner Club 
Highland Recreation Area Highland MI 
Mary Lester Richland 269-370-2586 

March 31-2 Western Michigan Brittany 
Club Ionia Recreation Area Ionia MI 
Carlos Gust Norton Shores 612-919-5654 
April 1 Irish Setter Club Of Michigan 
Highland Recreation Area Silo Course 
Highland MI Jackie Shelest Perry 517-
625-3324 
April 1-2 Nodrog Gordon Setter Club Of 
MI Highland Recreation Area Highland 
MI Pat Franklin Millington 989-871-9519 
April 8-9 Saginaw Valley Kennel Club 
Show Expo Center 11600 S Beyer Rd. 
Birch Run 
April 15 Crosswind Kennels Maybe MI 
Scott Townsend Maybee 734-755-0888 
April 22-23 Michigan Pine Hill Sports-
man Club Belding MI Pat Carlson Can-
ton 734-502-0718 

MINNESOTA 
Feb 4-5 Gun Show Jackpot Junction 
Morton 
Feb 18-19 Gun Show Armory 3050 Hwy 
316 Hastings 
Feb 25-26 Gun Show Armory Anoka 
Feb 25 Land O Lakes Hunting Retriever 
Club Wings North Pine City MN Rick 
Lemmer Coon Rapids 612-275-5952 
March 4-5 Gun Show Armory 301 N 2nd 
St Mankato 
March 18-19 Gun Show State Fair-
grounds Coliseum Snelling Ave At 
Como St Paul 
March 25 Gun Show Eagan Civic Arena 
3830 Pilot Knob Rd Eagan 
March 25-26 Gun Show Armory Anoka 
March 25-26 Prairie Lakes Hunting 
Retriever Club Kim Olson House El-
bow Lake MN Janelle Negen Garfield 
320-491-0246 
April 1-2 Gun Show Armory 3300 W. 
98th St Bloomington 
April 8-9 Gun Show Armory 350 Maryk-
noll Dt Stillwater 
April 22-23 Gun Show State Fairgrounds 
Education Buildling Snelling Ave At 
Como 
April 29-30 North Country Gordon Set-
ter Club Of MN Four Brooks Grounds 
Lake Elmo MN Dan Voss Zimmerman 
612-208-5183 

MISSOURI  
Feb 4-5 St. Joseph Kennel Club Inc. 
Show St Joseph Civic Arena 4th & Felix 
St St Joseph 
Feb 11-12 Silex Bird Dog Club Silex 
Bird Dog Club Silex MO Kevin Sprick 
Warrenton 636-456-8815
Feb 18-19 Missouri Hunting Spaniel 
Club Brushy Creek Farm Dunnegan 
MO Tim Baker Springfield 417-343-5209 
Feb 25-26 Heart Of America GSP Club 
Pony Express Wildlife Area Osborn MO 
Meridith Goulet Manche Smithville 
816-651-4115 
March 4-5 Greater St Louis Brittany Club 
Whetstone Creek Conservation Wil-
liamsburg MO Roger Obrecht Wright 
City 636-673-9013 
March 4-5 Belle-City Kennel Club Show 
Purina Farms Gray Summit 
March 9-10 Leavenworth Kennel Club 
Show American Royal Complex 1701 
American Royal Court Kansas City 
March 11-12 Heart of America Kennel 
Club Show American Royal Complex 
1701 American Royal Court Kansas City 

March 25-26 Bootheel Retriever Club Mantz 
WMA Millersville MO Donny Jenkins Dex-
ter 573-614-2027 
March 25-26 Gateway Vizsla Club MO Gun 
& Quail Club Wright City MO Peggy Sieve 
Pacific 314-277-5634 
March 31-2 Dardenna Retriever Club August 
Busch Wildlife Area Weldon Springs MO Pat 
Kasten O Fallon 314-749-4027 
April 1-2 Columbia Missouri Kennel Club 
Show Purina Farms 300 Checkerboard Loop 
Gray Summit 
April 1-2 Spinone Club Of America August 
A Busch Memorial Conservation Area St 
Charles MO Alyssa Pease Alexandria 703-
765-5715 
April 1-2 Three Trails Vizsla Club of Kansas 
City James A Reed Memorial WMA Lee’s 
Summit MO Luellen Hart Little Rock 501-
888-7333 
April 15-16 Heart Of America GSP Club 
Harding Gamebird Farm Ridgeway MO 
Sheena Collins Dearborn 816-244-6148 
April 21-23 Poodle Club Of America Wil-Nor 
Outdoors LLC Dittmer MO Susanne Nash 
Centerville 281-734-1754 

MONTANA   
April 1-2 Missouri Headwaters E Springer 
Club Fair Weather Fishing Access Clarkston 
MT Cheryl Johnson Bozeman 406-285-6724 

NEBRASKA
March 11 GSP Club Of Lincoln Branched 
Oak Dog Trial Area Raymond NE Tresha 
Moorberg Milford 402-450-7294 
March 11 Nebraska Brittany Club Branched 
Oak Dog Trial Area Raymond NE Doug 
Sieckmeyer Blair 402-426-4243 
March 12 Missouri Valley Brittany Club 
Branched Oak Dog Trial Area Raymond NE 
Brenda Maahs Bennet 402-890-1380 
March 12 Nebraska Vizsla Club Branched 
Oak Dog Trial Area Raymond NE Donald 
Bergmeyer Lincoln 402-786-0268 
March 18-19 Nebraska Vizsla Club Branched 
Oak Dog Trial Area Raymond NE Donald 
Bergmeyer Lincoln 402-786-0268 
March 24-29 Ringneck GSP Club Branched 
Oak Field Trial Area Raymond NE Kim 
Rathman Lawton 712-944-4956 
March 25-26 English Springer Spaniel Club 
of Eastern Nebraska Claybaugh Farm Lib-
erty NE Susan Jack La Vista 402-592-4596 
March 31-2 Scottsbluff Kennel Club Show 
Scotts Bluff County Fairgrounds 13th & 22nd 
Ave Mitchell 
April 1-2 Scottsbluff Kennel Club Show 
Scotts Bluff County Fairgrounds 13th & 22nd 
Ave Mitchell 
April 1-2 Western Iowa Point Dog Club 
Branched Oak Dog Trial Raymond NE Rita 
Douglas Columbus 402-910-1164 
April 4-6 Ringneck GSP Club Pat McAnteer 
Ranch Salem NE Mary Carmichael Virginia 
402-688-4712 
April 7-9 GSP Club Of Lincoln Branched 
Oak Dog Trial Area Raymond NE Tresha 
Moorberg Milford 402-450-7294 

Lathrop Ft Calhoun 402-426-0443 
April 29-30 Seward County Kennel Club 
Show Seward County Fairgrounds 14th & 
Seward Seward 

NORTH DAKOTA
April 1 Mid North ND Jason Norton Ellens-
dale 701-710-5030 
April 2 Mid North ND Jason Norton Ellens-
dale 701-710-5030 
April 29-30 Mid North PPL 64 dog Open 
ND Jason Norton Ellensdale 701-710-5030 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Feb 4-5 Gun Show Convention Center 101 
Mall Blvd Monroeville 
March 11-12 Mid-Penn English Springer 
Spaniel Club Sinking Valley Altoona PA 
Bruce Kephart Osceloa Mills 814-339-6782 
March 15-17 York Kennel Club Show York 
Interstate Fairgrnds Rt 74 Carlisle Ave. York 
March 16 Lancaster Kennel Club Inc. Show 
York Interstate Fairgrounds Rt 74 Carlisle 
Ave. York 
March 17-19 Gun Show Farm Show Com-
plex 2300 N. Cameron Street Harrisburg 
March 18-19 Delaware County Kennel Club 
Inc. Show York Interstate Fairgrounds Rt 74 
Carlisle Ave. York 
March 31-2 Mason-Dixon GSP Club York 
Pointer & Setter Grounds Rossville PA 
Nancy Huyser Thurmont 301-898-9460 
April 1-2 Western Pennsylvania Kennel As-
sociation Inc. Show Monroeville Convention 
Center 209 Mall Boulevard Monroeville 
April 8-9 Schuylkill Valley GSP Club Free-
land Kennel Club Weatherly PA Dennis 
Lehman Annville 717-838-5664 
April 13-14 Lebanon County Kennel Club 
Show Farm Show Complex Maclay & Cam-
eron Sts Harrisburg 
April 15 Harrisburg Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Farm Show Complex Maclay & Cameron 
Sts Harrisburg 
April 16 Mason and Dixon Kennel Club 
Show Farm Show Complex Maclay & Cam-
eron Sts Harrisburg 
April 29-30 Gun Show Convention Center 
101 Mall Blvd Monroeville 
April 30 American Pointer Club York Pointer 
& Setter Club Wellsville PA Debra Freidus 
Harwinton 203-788-3354

 SOUTH DAKOTA 
March 11-12 Dakota Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunters Pointe Humbolt SD Aaron Olson 
Sioux Falls 402-340-3925

WISCONSIN 
Feb 3-5 Gun Show Fairgrounds 3000 Hwy 
PV West Bend 
 Feb 10-12 Gun Show Sports Complex 6000 
W Ryan Rd Franklin 
 Feb 17-19 Gun Show Fairgrounds 500 E Cty 
Rd Y Oshkosh 
Feb 18-19 Wisill Hunting Retriever Club 
Wern Valley Hunt Club Waukesha WI Steve 
Kinch Mundelein 847-949-6227 

 Feb 24-26 Gun Show Barron Commu-
nity Center 800 Memorial Drive Barron 
Feb 25-26 Horicon Marsh Hunting 
Retriever Club Hustisford Rod & Gun 
Club Hustisford WI Alyssa Gahlamn 
Horicon 920-210-7192 
March 3-5 Gun Show 4-H Expo Forum 
1000 Northview Road Waukesha 
March 10-12 Gun Show Menards Expo 
Center 5150 Old Mill Center Eau Claire 
March 11-12 Badger State Hunting Re-
triever Club Ottawa Field Trial Grounds 
Eagle WI Todd England Ft. Atkinson 
920-568-0377
March 17-19 Gun Show Omni Center 
255 Riders Club Rd Onalaska 
March 24-26 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
3000 Hwy PV West Bend 
March 30-1 Manitowoc County Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Expo Grounds 4921 
Expo Drive Manitowoc 
March 31-2 Gun Show 4-H Expo Forum 
1000 Northview Road Waukesha 
April 1-2 GSP Club Of WI Ottawa Field 
Trial Grounds Eagle WI Karen Combs 
Oshkosh 920-303-0240 
April 1-2 Vizsla Club of Greater Mil-
waukee Yellowstone WMA Blanchard-
ville WI Craig Donze Brookfield 262-
781-0835 
April 1-2 Packerland Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Expo Grounds 4921 Expo Dr 
Manitowoc 
April 7-9 Gun Show 545 Hwy 155 St 
Germain 
April 8-9 Paper Cities Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Central Wisc Convention & Expo 
Center 10101 Market St Rothschild
April 8-9 Wis STR Benefit Brillion WMA 
Brillion WI Kay Quaintance Appleton 
920-749-1311 
Apr 8-9 Gun Show Expo Ctr Fair-
grounds 520 Fond du Lac Ave Fond 
Du Lac 
April 14-15 Gun Show Marriot Hotel 
1313 John Q Hammons Dr Middleton 
April 14 GSP Club Of WI Ottawa Field 
Trial Grounds Eagle WI Karen Combs 
Oshkosh 920-303-0240 
April 15 Kettle Moraine English Set-
ter Club Ottawa Field Trial Grounds 
Eagle WI Mary K Iverson Hartland 
262-966-7665 
April 21-23 Gun Show Antigo Ice Arena 
1633 Neva Road Antigo 
April 22-23 Fond du Lac County Ken-
nel Club Show Fond du Lac County 
Fairgrounds Hwy 45 & Martin Rd. 
Fond du Lac 
April 22-23 Wisconsin Region Elimina-
tion Wolf River Game Farm Navarino 
WI Steve Rossman Milwaukee April 
27-29 West Allis Training Kennel Club 
Retriever S73 W24150 National Ave 
Big Bend WI Michelle Chalupka Rock 
Springs 414-708-927

Subscribe to Bird Dog & Retriever News (Six issues)
Only $9.99/Year if payment sent, else Billed $10.99
PO Box 120089, St Paul, MN 55112 www.Bdarn.com
Name ________________________________________
Adr __________________________________________
City _______________ ST _____ ZIP ________

Subscribe TodayApril 8-9 Gordon Setter Club Of America 
Tim Brewer Farm Humboldt NE Mary 
Powers Omaha 402-690-3951 
April 21-27 Missouri Valley Brittany 
Club Branched Oak Dog Trial Area 
Raymond NE Julie Cockrum Glenwood 
402-981-8089 
April 22-23 Rock Creek Field Trial As-
sociation Rock Creek Waverly NE Dave 
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State News You Can Use!

IOWA
6 COOL FACTS ABOUT 

NORTHERN BOBWHITE 
QUAIL 

Northern bobwhite quail were 
once staple gamebirds for Mid-
western settlers, but changes in 
the Midwestern landscape threat-
ened their populations through-
out the 1900s. Read on to see how 
they’re doing today and get more 
closely acquainted with Iowa’s 
only quail: the bobwhite.

Disturbance Dependent
Bobwhites were not terribly 

prevalent before pioneer settle-
ment, as they preferred disturbed 
habitats like recently burned 
grassland and weedy forest edg-
es. However, as row crops were 
introduced to the Midwest, the 
land’s regular disturbance and 
the new abundance of food led 
to enormous population booms. 
Bobwhite quail became a staple 
food source for early Midwest-
erners, along with prairie chick-
ens and passenger pigeons. Bob-
whites remain the primary game 
bird in southern states with no 
ring-necked pheasants.

However, the industrialization 
of the landscape in the last centu-
ry led to greatly reduced habitat, 
including tighter crop rows with 
fewer insects and urban develop-
ment, and bobwhite populations 
plummeted. Today, conservation 
efforts and habitat restorations 
across the Midwest have quail 
numbers starting to recover, and 
their future growth will continue 
to depend on the space we man-
age for them.

Hidey Home
Bobwhites generally like less 

dense cover than pheasants. These 
barrel-chested quail start life as 
bumblebee-sized chicks, and bare 

ground is easier for their tiny legs to 
navigate. As they grow, mixed grass-
es and thorny thickets provide opti-
mal hiding spots for nests and adult 
groups called coveys. Pheasants have 
larger babies and a less social nature, 
so they can stick to areas with denser 
cover, like cattails.

Bunches of Babies
Bobwhite quail can repopulate an 

area quickly because hens have an av-
erage of twelve eggs per clutch, and 
it’s not uncommon for hens to raise 
two or three broods in the same breed-
ing season. Some hens do this by mat-
ing with a male, laying their clutch 
and leaving it for him to incubate 
while they move on to other mates, 
and others simply lay another clutch 
after the last has hatched. When the 
chicks emerge, they are fully feathered 
and ready to move, but they’re still 
easy prey for a wide range of preda-
tors, including chipmunks, moles, rac-
coons, opossums, domestic cats, foxes 
and raptors. To protect their young, 
the chicks’ parents may feign injury, 
such as a broken wing, to such lure 
predators away. But after one or two 
short weeks of parental help, the baby 
bobwhites must forage and survive 
on their own.

Weather or Not, They Survive
Unfortunately, ground-dwelling 

birds like quail are particularly sus-
ceptible to declines during years of 
drought, when there is little food, and 
years of heavy flooding, which can re-
duce available habitat and wash away 
young. Their populations also suffer 
during harsh winters, which make it 
difficult for groups of adult coveys 
to find enough food. Still, these birds 
are short-lived and prolific by nature 
(the average lifespan of a bobwhite is 
only six months) and the birds that do 
survive are likely some of the smartest 
animals. These can repopulate avail-
able habitat quickly (as mentioned 
above), and a bad season or two is not 
likely to eliminate entire populations.

Covey Buddies
After breed-

ing season, bob-
whites congregate 
in extremely large 
groups, which then 
break up to form 
coveys of eight to 
20 birds. These are 
the groups the bob-
whites will stay in 
all winter, and this 
social reorganiza-
tion is called a fall 
shuffle. The shuffle 
prevents differ-
ent groups from 
becoming isolated 
and inbred. Indi-
viduals in a covey 
rely on each other 
for body heat and 
safety until the 
following spring. 
To detect threats 
quickly, the cov-
ey forms an out-
ward-facing circle 
when resting to 
see a threat from 
any side. In early 
spring the coveys 
break up into territorial mating pairs 
again, and you can hear the males’ 
characteristic “bob-WHITE” call.

Hunting for Habitat
In Iowa, some of the best bobwhite 

habitat is managed and improved 
through the DNR’s Iowa Habitat Ac-
cess Program, which allows landown-
ers to receive assistance for creating 
wildlife habitat in exchange for allow-
ing the pubic to hunt there. Most of 
the areas managed for bobwhites spe-
cifically are in the southern three tiers 
of Iowa counties. Thanks to this man-
agement and recent mild winters, this 
last year’s bobwhite harvest was 165 
percent greater than the 2014 harvest.

MISSOURI
MDC OFFERS WOMEN AND 

YOUTH PHEASANT HUNTING 
CLINIC FEB. 16 

The Missouri Department of Conser-
vation (MDC) is offering the opportu-

nity for women and youth to dis-
cover upland gamebird hunting 
at the Youth and Women Pheasant 
Hunt. The program will introduce 
new hunters to the sport with the 
emphasis on ring-necked pheas-
ants.

The program begins with a 
classroom clinic at the August A. 
Busch Memorial Conservation 
Area classroom adjacent to the 
visitor center on Thursday, Feb. 
16 from 6-8 p.m.   Participants will 
then take to the field for the hunt 
itself, hosted at the Missouri Gun 
and Quail Club located in Wright 
City.  The youth hunt will occur on 
Saturday, Feb. 25, and the women 
hunt on Saturday, March 4.

“The clinic will cover some biol-
ogy, firearm handling, and how to 
clean the birds.  We’ll even give 
participants some recipes to help 
them prepare the pheasants for 
eating,” said Bryant Hertel, MDC 
Busch Outdoor Education Center 

Photo from the Iowa DNR

manager.  He also added that the hunt 
itself would be a great way for first-
timers to sample the sport of upland 
bird hunting.

The hunt is open to youth age 11-15 
and women age 15 and up.  All par-
ticipants must be Hunter Education 
certified and have not attended the 
program in the past.  The guided hunt 
is for first-time participants only.  Par-
ticipants must also attend the clinic 
to attend the hunt, and should have 
some familiarity with shotgun han-
dling.

“This is an excellent chance for 
women and youth who want to get in-
troduced to hunting to do it in a sup-
portive, safe and controlled environ-
ment,” Hertel said.

The clinic and hunt are both free.  
However, advanced registration is re-
quired by calling 636-441-4554.  The 
August A. Busch Memorial Conserva-
tion Area is located at 2360 Highway 
D, approximately two miles west of 
Highway 94 in St. Charles. For more 
information on upcoming events in 
the St. Louis area, go online at mdc.
mo.gov.

The discovery of a fat-
ty tumor underneath 
your pet’s skin can be 

disconcerting to any pet own-
er. Luckily, the most common 
fatty tumors, lipomas, are be-
nign and usually not cause for 
concern.

“Lipomas are common tu-
mors of dogs, and although the 
gross appearance and texture 
of these tumors is characteris-
tic, they are benign tumors in 
most cases,” said Dr. Rita Ho, 
veterinary intern instructor at 
the Texas A&M College of Vet-
erinary Medicine & Biomedi-
cal Sciences.

Most lipomas feel fairly soft 
and movable under the skin 
and do not usually typically 
make pets uncomfortable un-
less they are in a location where 
normal movement is disrupt-
ed. Once your pet develops a 
lipoma, it is common for addi-
tional tumors to appear. If this 
does occur, each tumor should 
be checked individually.

“Dogs can form lipomas un-
der any conditions, even if the 
dog is in good body condi-

tion,” said Dr. Ho. “It is not 
related to any known cause 
or environmental factor.”

Once diagnosed by a veteri-
narian, most lipomas do not 
require treatment unless the 
location or mass causes any 
inconvenience for the animal, 
such as located in an area that 
restricts any movement or 
causes discomfort. “In that 
case, we would recommend 
surgical excision,” said Dr. 
Ho. Performing surgery for 
cosmetic reasons alone is typ-
ically not condoned.

Another sub-classification 
of lipomas, infiltrative lipo-
mas, are also benign but can 
infiltrate locally into muscle 
tissue and may need to be re-
moved in some cases. “These 
tumors are diagnosed by his-
topathology, which means 
you can’t just look at the li-
poma and call it infiltrating 
lipoma,” said Dr. Ho. “We 
need advanced imaging and 
surgery to help us diagnose 
this uncommon tumor.”

If, after diagnostic tests are 
run, it is discovered to be a 

liposarcoma, however, more 
immediate attention and action 
will be necessary. Unlike lipo-
mas and infiltrative lipomas, 
these rare, fatty tumors are ma-
lignant and can spread to the 
animal’s lungs, bones, and oth-
er organs.

“Liposarcomas can be diag-
nosed through either cytology 
or histopathology,” said Dr. Ho. 
“It really depends on the bio-
logical behavior of the tumor, 
and most of time they can be 
asymptomatic.”

Since liposarcomas are malig-
nant, and potentially can spread 
to other parts of the body, treat-
ment varies greatly from that of 
benign lipomas.

“Usually, we recommend 
surgery and/or radiation 
treatment to control liposar-
comas and some infiltrative 
lipomas,” said Dr. Ho. “How-
ever, since these tumors are 
not as common, it is impor-
tant to have your veterinarian 
check the mass out before-
hand.”

As with any abnormality, it 
is always advisable to consult 
your veterinarian at the first 
detection of any new lumps 
or bumps that you discover 
while giving Fido his daily 
tummy rub. Lipomas are 
fairly common, and though 
malignant liposarcomas and 
infiltrative lipomas are rare, it 
always better to be safe than 

sorry when it comes to 
our beloved pets.

###

Pet Talk is a service 
of the College of Vet-
erinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University. 
Stories can be viewed 
on the Web at vetmed.
tamu.edu/news/pet-
talk . Suggestions for 
future topics may be 
directed to editor@
cvm.tamu.edu.

Medical
Fatty Tumors
Texas A&M University Newswire
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Canine Cargo Carrier

www.getmypointllc.com  920-427-7774

Custom water and 
storage containers 
for your individual 
needs. The only full 
size 3 dog system that 
fits between the wheel 
wells of your truck, 
with a topper. Pods 
come in 2-3-5-6-8 
boxes, that fit in the 
back of your truck. 
We can set up your 
trailer with larger 
Pods for all your dog 
transportation appli-
cations. Customized 
dog handling systems 

are our specialty!

Introducing  Honeycomb Dog Boxes MARKETPLACE
BOYKIN SPANIELS

J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For informa-
tion on upcoming litters, stud service, 
training or just want to talk about the 
“little brown dogs” just call Jan  or Larry 
Hinchman, Hammond, WI 715-796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BRITTANYS
CROIXDALE BRITTANYS: Breeding 
Fld. Ch. Kay-Cee Bandit bloodlines Since 
1973. Contact Jim Long, 208 W. Ash St, 
Roberts, WI 54023 715-749-3158

www.Bdarn.com/croix

COCKERS
SARACEN COCKERS: Field Bred Eng-
lish Cockers.  Due Nov. 9, 2016.   Sire:  
NFC FC Warrener’s Chuck-Will’s-Widow 
MH.  Dam:  Columbia’s Abby of Sara-
cen (sire LC Hammer Spitfire SH, dam 
Ch Columbia’s Macey MH).  Confident, 
outgoing puppies, family companions.  
Excellent field trial/hunting background. 
Contact: Robert Deihl, Menomonee Falls, 
WI 262-255-3639

www.saracencockers.com

DRAHTHAARS
VOM CRANBERRY CREEK 
DRAHTHAARS:   Mike and Wendy 
Hack, Nekoosa, WI    715-570-1013

vomcranberrycreek.com

ENGLISH SETTERS
BUCKEYE KENNELS: Professional train-
er and breeding since 1955. See our dogs 
and our training products on our website. 
Dick Geswein, Waterloo OH 740-643-0148  
buckeyebirdog@yahoo.com

www.Bdarn.com/buckeye
DeCOVERLY KENNEL:  
Factoryville, PA 717-378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL

FLUSH ‘EM HIGH KENNEL: See our 
display adv on page 2. Jim O’Shea, Glen-
dive, MT 717-673-0664

www.flushemhigh.com

GERMAN SHORTHAIRED  
POINTERS

VANHORN KENNELS: Our goal is to 
provide high-quality breed lines and excel-
lently trained hunting dogs. Lester & Bren-
da VanHorn, Crosby, MN 218-546-7018 

www.bdarn.com/vanhorn

GERMAN WIREHAIRED 
POINTERS

CAN-AM KENNELS: Alison’s German 
Wirehaired Pointers Versatile Dogs with 
Outstanding Natural Abilities Sliver, Al-
ice, and Alison Harycki Thorp, Wisconsin 
715-669-3001 can-am.gwp@yahoo.com

www.BDarn.com/canam
FUNKS KENNELS: Gerald Funk 320-732-
2714

www.Funkskennel.com

GET MY POINT KENNELS: John Faskell, 
New London, WI 
920-427-7774

www.getmypointllc.com

IRISH WATER 
SPANIELS

SARACEN IRISH WATER SPANIELS.  Due 
Nov. 30, 2016.  Sire:  “Cain” - CH Archwave 
Another Cain UDX, RAE2, JH, TD, WCX, 
QVA.  Dam:  “Bri” - Ch Saracen Diamond on 
the Snow.  Thoughtfully bred for tempera-
ment, biddability, working ability, health, 
conformation.  Parents CHIC.  Bri is our 8th 
generation of Ch working IWS, with her sire 
Paddy (GRCH Saracen Blue Thunder on the 
Marsh CD JH MHU RN WC WDX QVA) the 
2nd IWS to earn the MHU and sire of 1st MHU 
titled IWS bitch.  Cain is the 5th generation of 
Ch Working IWS.  In the background are CH 
MH dogs, Qualified All Age dogs and Irish 
FTC.  Contact:  Robert Deihl, 262-255-3639

www.irishspaniel.com.

LABRADOR 
RETRIEVERS

BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: Two new litters 
Chocolate, Black and Yellow Labrador Retriev-
ers in North Carolina for Field Trialing, Hunt 
Test and Hunting for 25 years. Jessie and Helen 
Crisp, Moyock NC 252-232-2478

www.Bdarn.com/bentwood
BROWNS SPRING RIVER RETRIEVERS: Avail-
able soon a great litter with 48 champion titles 
in these two dogs combined pedigrees. Both 
are extremely intelligent, driven, hunting ma-
chines.Carla Brown, Monett, MO 417-235-8241

www.Bdarn.com/browns
CAROLINA TARHEEL RETRIEVERS: Our 
goal is to breed healthy retrievers for hunting 
and hunting tests, or just a long lasting friend. 
Keith Jordan, Creswell, NC 252-394-0313 

www.Bdarn.com/carolina
KIRBY LABRADORS: Gene Kirby, High Point, 
NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com
OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: Tim Warren, 
Jarvisburg, NC 252-619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com
ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahlberg Wheat-
ridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com
TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: Bradley 
Brockhouse, Lake Benton, MN 507-368-4306

www.turkeycreeklabradors.com

LLEWELLIN SETTERS
LITTLE RIVER KENNELS: George Gubitose, 
Alton N.H. 603- 875- 8804 

www.littleriverkennelsnh.com

POINTING LABRADORS
IOWA POINTING LABS: Tim & Staci Gale-
azzi, Knoxville, IA, 515-321-9629

www.iowapointinglabs.com

TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: Bradley 
Brockhouse, Lake Benton, MN 507-530-3638

www.turkeycreeklabradors.com

RED/IRISH SETTERS
BROPHYS IRISH SETTERS: Ruff Family, 815-
895-9727 Sycamore, IL

www.brophysirishsetters.com

VIZSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda Busch, 
Home of DC AFC Askim, Winnebago, IL 815-
335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com

ART
STAN BENTAL: Master Sculptor Of The Hunt-
ing Dog 505-986-8623 See our display ad on 
page 7.         www.StanBentall.com

www.sdpheasants.com

Bascobel, WI 608-732-3557
www.gilmorebrittanys.com

Gilmore Brittanys
Breeding American Brittanys 

for over 20 years. 
Pups, started dogs, dog train-

ing. 

Kevin Gilmore

NEBRASKA
NEBRASKANS TO BE 

SURVEYED ON UPLAND 
GAME SHOOTING HOURS
 The Nebraska Game and Parks 

Commission is surveying hunt-
ers and other interested parties 
about their views and preferences 
as part of an evaluation of upland 
game shooting hours.

To take the survey, visit Out-
doorNebraska.gov/shooting-
hourssurvey. In addition, anyone 
who purchased a hunting (small 

game) license in 2016 and 
did not receive an invita-
tion to participate in the 
annual hunter success 
survey can access it at 
OutdoorNebraska.gov/
huntersuccesssurvey.

Shooting hours are the 
time of day when legal 
hunting can start and by 
which time hunting must 
end during the hunting 
season. Upland game 
includes species such 
as pheasant, quail, prai-
rie chicken, sharp-tailed 
grouse, dove, rail, snipe, 
woodcock, partridge, cot-
tontail and squirrel. Wild 
turkey and waterfowl are 
not included.

NORTH DAKOTA
SPRING LIGHT 

GOOSE SEASON
North Dakota’s spring 

light goose season opens 
Feb. 18 and continues 
through May 14.

Residents must have a 
valid current season 2016-
17 (valid through March 
31) or 2017-18 (required 
April 1) combination li-
cense; or a small game, 

and general game and habitat license. 
The 2017-18 license is available for 
purchase beginning March 15.

Nonresidents need a 2017 spring 
light goose season license. The cost 
is $50 and the license is good state-
wide. Nonresidents who hunt the 
spring season remain eligible to buy a 
fall season license. The spring season 
does not count against the 14-day fall 
waterfowl hunting season regulation.

In addition, nonresident youth un-
der age 16 can purchase a license at 
the resident fee if their state has youth 
reciprocity licensing with North Da-

kota.
A federal duck stamp is not 

required for either residents 
or nonresidents.

Resident and nonresident 
licenses are available online 
at the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department web-
site, gf.nd.gov, by calling 
800-406-6409, and at license 
vendors.

Availability of food and 
open water dictate when 
snow geese arrive in the 
state. Early migrants gener-
ally start showing up in the 
southeast part of the state 
in mid-to-late March, but 
huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of 
March or early April. Move-
ments into and through the 
state will depend on avail-
able roosting areas and the 
extent of the snow line.

Hunters must obtain a new 
Harvest Information Pro-
gram registration number be-
fore hunting. The HIP num-
ber can be obtained online or 
by calling 888-634-4798. The 
HIP number is good for the 
fall season as well, so spring 
hunters should save it to re-
cord on their fall license.

The Game and Fish De-
partment will provide hunt-
ers with migration updates 
once geese have entered the 
state. Hunters can access the 
department’s website, or 
call 701-328-3697, to receive 
generalized locations of bird 
sightings in North Dakota 
until the season ends or geese 
have left the state. Migration 
reports will be updated peri-
odically during the week.

The spring season is only 
open to light geese – snows, 
blues, and Ross’s. Species 
identification is important 
because white-fronted and 
Canada geese travel with 
light geese. The season is 
closed to whitefronts, Cana-
da geese, swans and all other 
migratory birds.

Shooting hours are 30 min-
utes before sunrise to 30 min-
utes after sunset. There is no 
daily bag limit or possession 
limit. Electronic and record-
ed calls, as well as shotguns 
capable of holding more than 
three shells, may be used to 
take light geese during this 
season.

There are no waterfowl 
rest areas designated for 
the spring season. Hunters 
should note that private land 
within waterfowl rest areas 
closed last fall may be posted 
closed to hunting.

Nontoxic shot is required 
for hunting all light geese 
statewide. Driving off es-
tablished roads and trails is 
strongly discouraged during 
this hunt because of the like-
lihood of soft, muddy condi-
tions, and winter wheat that 
is planted across the state. 
Sprouted winter wheat is 

considered an unharvested crop. 
Therefore, hunting or off-road 
travel in winter wheat is not legal 
without landowner permission.

To maintain good landowner 
relations, hunters are advised to 
seek permission before hunting 
on private lands or attempting 
any off-road travel during this 
season.

All regular hunting season regu-
lations not addressed above ap-
ply to the spring season. For more 
information on regulations refer 
to the 2017 Spring Light Goose 
Hunting Regulations and the 2016 
North Dakota Waterfowl Hunting 
Guide.  

TENTATIVE 2017 SEASON 
OPENING DATES

To help North Da-
kota hunters prepare 
for hunting seasons 
in 2017, the North Da-
kota Game and Fish 
Department annu-
ally provides its best 
estimate for opening 
dates for the coming 
year.

Dates become offi-
cial when approved 
by governor’s proc-
lamation. Tentative 
opening dates for 
2017 include:

Dove, - September 1
Sharptail, Hun, 

Ruffed Grouse, Squir-
rel - September 9

Youth Waterfowl 
- September 16

Early Resident Waterfowl - Sep-
tember 23

Regular Waterfowl - September 
30

Youth Pheasant - October 7
Pheasant, - October 14

WISCONSIN
DNR SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT 
ON UPDATE OF GREATER 

PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

The public is invited to 
provide input regarding re-
visions to the Department of 
Natural Resources’ 10-year 
greater prairie-chicken man-
agement plan. 

A public meeting Feb. 22 at 
the Fine Arts Center in the 
McMillan Memorial Library, 
490 East Grand Ave., Wis-
consin Rapids from 5-7 p.m. 
will give attendees an oppor-
tunity to receive information 
regarding the plan revision 
process, current prairie-
chicken population, draft 
conceptual alternatives and 
share feedback with DNR 
staff. 

“This public meeting is a 
great opportunity for stake-
holders and the interested 

public to give early input as 
DNR staff and partners be-
gin the process of revising 
the prairie-chicken manage-
ment plan,” said Mark Wite-
cha, Department of Natural 
Resources upland wildlife 
ecologist. 

Informational displays will 
be available at the public 
meeting and DNR staff will 
be present for one-on-one 
discussion and questions. 
People can submit comments 

at the public meeting or via an on-
line comment form (which will be 
posted following the public meet-
ing) through Friday, March 10. 
Additional public input oppor-
tunities will be available after a 
draft plan is developed and again 
when the final plan is presented to 
the Natural Resources Board for 
approval.

“We look forward to hearing 
the public’s thoughts on manag-
ing this iconic native bird and 
how to keep grassland habitats 
healthy into the future to benefit 
both people and wildlife,” said 
Lesa Kardash, Wildlife Biologist 
for Portage County.

The greater prairie-chicken is a 
native grouse species that lives in 
open grassland habitats. In Wis-
consin, this species resides in four 
nearly-isolated sub-populations 
centered within four DNR Wild-
life Areas - Leola Marsh, Buena 
Vista, Paul J. Olson and George W. 
Mead - located in Adams, Portage, 
Wood, and Marathon counties.

Population declines over the 
past several decades have led to 
an increased emphasis on grass-
land habitat management on these 
four core properties and neigh-
boring private lands through land 
use agreements, and continued 
declines raised concerns that Wis-
consin population was losing ge-
netic diversity. 

Following recommendations 
from a nationwide panel of ex-
perts, prairie-chicken hens from 
Minnesota were trapped and 
translocated to Wisconsin be-
tween 2006 and 2009. While this 
effort did provide positive genetic 
results, further action is needed to 
ensure the long-term success of 
this gamebird. Ongoing research 
has highlighted additional poten-
tial avenues to stabilize Wiscon-
sin’s population.

The previ-
ous greater 
p r a i r i e -
c h i c k e n 
m a n a g e -
ment plan 
was com-
pleted in 
2004 and 
c o v e r e d 
the period 
2004-2014. 
D e p a r t -
ment staff 
are hopeful 
that an up-
dated man-
a g e m e n t 
plan and 
s t r e n g t h -
ened ties 

with local communities, stake-
holders and interested citizens 
will allow the greater prairie-
chicken to once again thrive in 
Wisconsin.

To learn more about prairie-
chickens in Wisconsin and man-
agement plan revisions, visit dnr.
wi.gov and search keywords 
“prairie chicken plan.”

That’s It 
for State News!

Women and youths looking 
to get a start in the sport of 
upland bird hunting have 
an ideal opportunity with 
MDC’s Youth and Women’s 
Pheasant Clinic and Hunt. 
Photo by MDC

Greater prairie chicken.
Photo Credit: DNR

If you are willing to admit 
you are wrong when you are 

wrong, you are all right.
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SOUTH DAKOTA PHEASANT 
HUNTS: 100% wild birds guaranteed, 
no released birds. Beautiful lodge, ex-
cellent meals. Exceptional kennels, 
heat and AC. 30 years experience. Ref-
erences available. Docs Guide Service/
The Last Resort Lodge & Outfitters 
605-264-5451 doc@venturecomm.net
www.facebook.com/TheLastResortLodge

GRANT’S KENNEBAGO CAMPS 
INC: See our display adv on page 13, 800-
633-4815 

www..GrantsCamps.com
HEARTLAND PHEASANTS: Gary & 
Sue Doe, Dickinson, ND, 701.227.4365

www.HeartlandPheasants.com
MIKE KUCHERAS SOUTH DAKOTA 
GUIDE SERVICE: See our adv on page 
12. Mike Kuckera, Mitchell, SD 605-
996-1120

www.SDPheasants.com

PHEASANTFEST SD: PO Box 95, Cres-
bard, SD, pheasantfest@venturecomm.
net, 605.324.3300

www.sodakpheasanthunting.com

SUPPLY
COLLAR CLINIC: 1-800-430-2010 See 
our display adv on page 11.

           www.CollarClinic.com
DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-294-
6582.   

www.deer-creek.org

DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-338-
3647        

www.dogsunlimited.com

DOUBLE U HUNTING SUPPLY: See 
our display Adv on the cover

www.DuSupply.com
GO-DEVIL MFG OF LA: Warren Coco, 
Baton Rouge, LA 225-752-0167

www.godevil.com
GUM LEAF USA: See our display adv 
on page 8, 844-486-5323       

www.gumleafUSA.com

GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 800-
624-6378     www.gundogsupply.com
JONES TRAILER COMPANY: 800-336-
0360,  Carol Anne Priddy, Woodson, 
TX

www.Jonestrailers.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display adv 
on page 4 Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA    www.lcsup-
ply.com

ZOOM DOG SUPPLEMENTS: See our 
display adv on page 4, 800-876-8660

www.zoomdogsupplements.com

TRAILERS/BOXES
ALUM-LINE INC: Cresco IA, 800-446-
1407           www.alum-line.com

CANINE CARGO CARRIER:  See our 
display adv on page 12. John Faskell, 

New London, WI 920-427-7774                  
www.getmypointllc.com

BIRDS
CRANBERRY CREEK GAMEBIRDS:  See our 
display adv on page 16  Mike and Wendy Hack, 
Nekoosa, WI 715-570-1013

www.cranberrycreekgamebirds.com

GQF MANUFACTURING COMPANY: Savan-
nah, GA  912-236-0651

www.gqfmfg.com/b.htm
GAME BIRDS for sale: Flight conditioned Bob-
white Quail, Ringneck Pheasants, Chukar Pat-
ridges. Pickup at the farm, Darwin Laitenberg-
er, Minn. Lake, MN 507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

WOODLAND ACRE HATCHERY: Jared An-
derson at 507-236-3618, Fairmont, MN

www.Bdarn.com/woodland

BOOKS
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 800-624-
6378

www.gundogsupply.com

COLLARS
COLLAR CLINIC: See our Display Adv on Page 
10. 1-800-430-2010 

www.CollarClinic.com
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 800-624-
6378

www.gundogsupply.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-5202, Port 
Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com 

DECOYS
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

GUNS
JAMES D JULIA, INC:  See our display adv on 
page 5, 207-453-7125 

www.jamesdjulia.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-5202, Port 
Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com
ROBERT LOUIS COMPANY, INC: See our dis-
play adv on page 10, 800-979-9156        

www.RobertLouisCo.com

HUNTS
BATTENKILL LODGE: See our display adv on 
page 16, 516-671-7690. 

www.BattenkillLodge.com 

Gunfitting Specialists Over 30 years experience of 
making the gun fit you.  A properly fitted gun is of 
the utmost importance no matter what your quarry. 
Shooting schools and gunfitting by certified English 
trained instructors. Driven bird shooting in Scot-
land, Big game hunting in Africa., Bird Shooting in 
Argentina. Import and export, bonded shipping ser-
vice. All manner of gun work or repair undertaken, 
including stocks bent, lengthened or shortened, case 
colour hardening, best blacking, proof testing, leath-
er-covered pads, etc., all done in a timely fashion. 
THOMAS BLAND AND SONS WOODCOCK HILL 
192 SPENCERS ROAD, BENTON, PA 17814 570-864-
3242 BLAND@EPIX.NET

 www.woodcockhill.com

B&P Chuck Rink CEO 
Kelly Sorensen VP Sales & Marketing

Shanna Davenport, Boyt 
Sales/Customer Service Manager

Rick Alsen, Beavertail, 
National Sales Manager

Blue Heron 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
Josh Ward, Marketing 
Communications

Carlson’s Chokes, Shane Carlson

Carhartt, Adam Kujawski
Public Relations Specialist

People of the Shooting, Hunting Outdoor Trade Show
Sands Convention Center Jan 17-20, 2017 

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-45¢ Chukar-85¢ (with a 1000 order) 

DELP’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live delivery. 
Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/delps

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

Barry Bourage of
Crazy Quail Target Systems, Geneva, IL

Pete Fischer, St Cloud, MN 
with Dogtra

Sasha Navarette, great Conceal 
to Carry Purses From VISM

Grant  Kennelly from Peet 
Dryer and his Dad Andy

Ricky Hart of Baldwin, 
WI with Lucky Duck

Ryan Maisenbacher 
for Rocky Brands

The National 
Shooting Sports 
Foundation did 
a GREAT JOB 

as always! Look 
at the great 

Breakfast they 
served in the 
press room!Never express yourself more 

clearly than you are able to think!
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DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-294-
6582.   

www.deer-creek.org
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647    

www.dogsunlimited.com 
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378    

www.gundogsupply.com
JONES TRAILER COMPANY: 800-
336-0360,  Carol Anne Priddy, Wood-
son, TX

www.Jonestrailers.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY:  800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA               

www.lcsupply.com

TRAINING
BAIER’S DEN KENNELS & HUNT-
ING PRESERVE: Our training done 
the old way-no shortcuts-just hard 
work, patience and plenty of birds-
monthly reports plus pictures of dog’s 
progress on all dog’s coming into the 
kennel. Wayne Baier at 816-779-5234 
Peculiar MO

www.Bdarn.com/baier
GEORGE HICKOX TRAINING: 
Training, Setters, videos & much 
more, Pittsburg, PA 412-773-7310

www.GeorgeHickox.com
HAVEN VALLEY KENNELS: 
Professional Bird Dog Training for all 
Pointing Breeds, John Mennella Sr. 
Wurtsboro, NY 845-888-0402

www.Bdarn.com/havenvalley
KIRBY LABRADORS: Gene Kirby, 
High Point, NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com
ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahlberg 
Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com

VIDEO
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

MISCELLANEOUS
GQF MANUFACTURING COMPA-
NY: Savannah, GA  912-236-0651

www.gqfmfg.com/b.htm

MOURER FOSTER INC: Insurance 
for dog related businesses. Lansing, 
MI 800-686-2663

www.MourerFoster.com

ADVERTISING RATES
Our rates are based on an industry 

standard 8”x11” page.  Actual print 
size 10”x 16” page

Link/Listing $120, Event adv 
$20/issue, 20 word Classified = 
$160/yr, 1”= $180/yr, 2”=$200/yr, 
1/9 page=$220/yr, 1/6 page=$240/
yr, 1/4 page=$260/Yr,  1/3 
page=$280/yr, 1/2 Page=$300/yr, 
2/3 Page=$320/Yr, 1 Page=$360/Yr

Subscribe six 
issues $9.99/year

BD&RN, PO 
Box 120089, St 

Paul, MN 55112 
or online at 

www.Bdarn.com
Bird Dog & Re-

triever News 
Published Six times 

a year
$9.99/year prepaid

PO Box 120089
St Paul. MN 55112
Publisher: Dennis 

Guldan
President: Ellen 

Guldan
Editor: Ron Guldan

All ads will ALSO be 
seen on our website: www.
Bdarn.com the worlds 
largest hunting/dog web-
site with 20,000+ pages.

Industry News

 We specialize in training birds for dog groups and individual dog trainer orders. 

We do eggs, chicks, started and finished birds.
When we started way back when we could not find good birds and 

a reliable source and now it has blown up into this.  

www.CranberryCreekGameBirds.com

Cranberry Creek Gamebirds
We specialize in Quail and Chukars and are 

the largest grower of Hungarian Partridge in the US. 

NSSF Calls Foul On 
U S F W S  D i r e c t o r ’s 
P a r t i n g  S h o t  O n 
Traditional Ammunition

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation® (NSSF®), the trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shooting 
sports industries, condemned the 
decision by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Director Dan Ashe ban-
ning the use of traditional ammu-
nition on Service lands in just five 
years.

The parting shot, Director’s Or-
der 219, was issued on the final 
full day of President Obama’s ad-
ministration. The last-minute ac-
tion revives an effort the admin-
istration undertook eight years 
ago to ban the use of traditional 
ammunition.

“This directive is irresponsible 
and driven not out of sound sci-
ence but unchecked politics,” 
said Lawrence Keane, NSSF se-
nior vice president and general 
counsel. “The timing alone is 
suspect. This directive was pub-
lished without dialogue with 
industry, sportsmen and conser-

62 School St

www.Bdarn.com/gey

NSSF Backs 
President’s Selection 

of Gorsuch for 
Supreme Court

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation® (NSSF®), the trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition and related industries, 
tonight expressed its strong sup-
port for President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of Judge Neil Gorsuch 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Tenth Circuit to become an Associ-
ate Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court.

“We are pleased to lend our sup-
port to President Trump’s nomina-
tion of Judge Gorsuch to the Su-
preme Court and urge the Senate 
to approve his nomination in as ex-
peditious manner as possible,” said 
Lawrence Keane, NSSF senior vice 
president and general counsel. “We 
are confident that Judge Gorsuch 
will serve our nation with distinc-
tion as an Associate Justice of our 
nation’s highest court and that his 
service will do honor to the legacy 
of the late Justice Antonin Sca-
lia in the protection of the Second 
Amendment rights of law-abiding 
Americans.”Active Shooter? Biased 
Media

vationists. The next di-
rector should immedi-
ately rescind this, and 
instead create policy 
based upon scientific 
evidence of population 
impacts with regard to 
the use of traditional 
ammunition.”

The order requires 
several initiatives to go 
into effect immediate-
ly. Regional Directors 
are to work with state 
agencies to ban the use 
of traditional ammuni-
tion. It also ends the use 
of traditional ammuni-
tion on Federal land, in-
cluding National Parks, 
tribal lands and na-
tional wildlife refuges 
in order to mirror poli-
cies in states where tra-
ditional ammunition is 
already restricted. The 
order “expeditiously” 
bans traditional ammu-
nition “when available 
information indicates” 
that lead is harmful to 
wildlife, without re-
quirement of a scientific 
threshold on which to 
base that action.

It also requires cre-
ation of a timeline to 
restrict traditional am-
munition for dove and 
upland bird hunting.

That’s it for this issue we’ll talk again in two months!
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