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The proposed projects will provide 

key support for several components 
of the Pheasant Summit Action Plan 
announced earlier this fall. That plan 
arose from the December 2014 Min-
nesota Pheasant Summit convened by 
Gov. Mark Dayton.

“This funding is critical to keep-
ing up progress on key steps in the 
pheasant plan and highlights the great 
partnerships between governments 
and conservation organizations, in co-
operation with interested landowners,” 
said Kevin Lines, pheasant action plan 
coordinator with the Minnesota  DNR.

Outcomes of these projects will pro-
tect and restore grassland and wetland 
habitat; create and enhance habitat 
buffers; and restore once-drained 
wetlands.

“Together, these activities will im-
prove habitat, wildlife populations, and 
hunting and other outdoor recreation 
opportunities across the pheasant 
range,” Lines said.

The $60 million ties directly to several 
of the 10 steps included in the pheas-
ant plan by helping to protect large 
complexes of wildlife habitat; enrolling 
more land in conservation easements; 
increasing quality of habitat on public 
and private land; adding more veg-
etative buffers along waterways; and 
increasing land open to public hunting.

“Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage 
Council members and staff are aware 
of the rates of habitat loss in southern 
and western Minnesota,” said Bob An-
derson, who chairs the LSOHC. “We 
are pleased that our efforts are helping 
support these habitats and wildlife 
across Minnesota’s pheasant range as 
well as the rest of the state.”

The recommended funding package 
includes about $20 million to acquire 
public lands; $25 million for private 
land easement programs; and $15 
million to enhance grasslands and 
wetlands on both public and private 
lands. All the action plan steps, as well 
as the complete plan, are online at on 
the pheasant action plan page.

Recommendations made by the coun-
cil this fall total more than $111 million. 
All funding requires approval by the 
2016 Legislature.

“We want to thank LSOHC mem-
bers and council staff for being aware 
of the habitat needs in southern and 
western Minnesota,” Lines said. “We 
are pleased that their efforts are help-
ing support these habitats and wildlife 
across the pheasant range.”

In many of the projects, conservation 
organizations work with the DNR and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
acquire land and do the initial improve-
ment work. Once improvements are 
made, the DNR or FWS manage the land.

“Our partnerships with state and 
federal agencies lead directly to better 
hunting and better habitat for pheas-
ants, which benefits other wildlife 
and water quality, too,” said Eran 
Sandquist, Pheasants Forever Minne-
sota state coordinator. “It takes all of us 
working together to make conservation 
effective on the landscape.”

Habitat loss
Habitat loss continues to drive the 

long-term decline in pheasants, water-
fowl and other grassland-dependent 
wildlife. Outdoor Heritage Funds and 
the support of council members are 
both crucial to help stem the tide of this 
loss, enhance existing public lands and 
make sure those lands are as produc-
tive for wildlife as possible. The loss 
of nesting habitat, primarily driven by 
the expiration of Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres, is one of the 
largest factors explaining the decline 
of pheasants over the last six to eight 
years. Minnesota has lost 247,000 acres 

allow fish and wildlife populations to cope 
with changing environmental conditions.

Funding
Of the 2,067 new acres of WMA land, 1,297 

acres were paid for with funds from the 
Outdoor Heritage Fund as recommended by 
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
and approved by the state Legislature. The 
Outdoor Heritage Fund is one of several cre-
ated by the Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment to the constitution in 2008.

In addition to Legacy funds, other major 
funding sources were the $6.50 surcharge on 
each small game hunting license sold, and the 
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Critical Habitat 
Matching Program that equally matches 
private donations of cash or lands. The RIM 
matching dollars came from the sale of the 
critical habitat license plates. The $30 per 
year charge for each of these colorful plates 
generates over $3 million a year that can be 
used to equally match private donations.

The RIM matching dollars are used to 
acquire or develop critical habitat in the 
state. To see plate designs and information 
on ordering them, visit the license plates 
page. Those looking to find existing public 
hunting, fishing and trail access can use the 
DNR Recreation Compass feature online, 
or can purchase DNR Public Recreation 
Information Maps (PRIM) available from 
the DNR gift shop, Minnesota’s Bookstore, 
or several sporting goods and map stores 
around the state.

The PRIM maps may also be purchased on-
line. These newly dedicated WMA lands will 
be posted and developed over the spring 
and summer months next year and will be 
fully ready for the 2016 hunting season. The 
newly designated WMA lands will be added 
to the Recreation Compass and the PRIM 
maps in the future.

New WMAs
* Ground House WMA, 161 acres, Mille 

Lacs Cty * Phelps Lake WMA, 166 acres, 
Rice Cty 

Expanded WMAs
* Carlos Avery WMA, 30 acres, Anoka 

Cty * Vogel WMA, 85 acres, Brown Cty * 
Janet Johnson Memorial WMA, 108 acres, 
Chisago County * Old Red Lake Trail 
WMA, 120 acres, Clearwater County * Ver-
million WMA, 364 acres, Dakota Cty * Wo 
Wacintanka WMA, 5 acres, Freeborn Cty * 
Oxbow WMA, 97 acres, Jackson Cty * Devil’s 
Playground WMA, 40 acres, Kittson Cty * 
Twin Lakes WMA, 10 acres, Kittson Cty * 
Caerulean WMA, 73 acres, Lac qui Parle 
Cty * Cordova WMA, 73 acres, Le Sueur 
Cty * Pembina WMA, 31 acres, Pennington 
Cty * Delhi WMA, 67 acres, Redwood Cty 
* Nereson WMA, 280 acres, Roseau Cty * 
Edward Raymond Mohs WMA, 96 acres, 
Stearns Cty * Benson WMA, 138 acres, Ste-
vens Cty * Dolven WMA, 30 acres, Stevens 
Cty * Whitewater WMA, 0.4 acres, Winona 
Cty * Minnesota Veterans WMA, 31 acres, 
Wright Cty * Pelican Lake WMA, 62 acres, 
Wright Cty 

For more information about WMAs, visit 
the wildlife management area page.

‘Tis the season for a 
winter walk in the 

woods, grouse hunting
A ruffed grouse hunter walks through 

woods with young aspen and pines. While 
stopping for a moment on the sunny day, 
deep silence is broken by the sound of 
chickadees. 

“In the December woods, a grouse hunter 
can get a break from a busy schedule and 
find peace in the fresh air,” said Ted Dick, 
ruffed grouse specialist with the Minnesota  
DNR. “The woods this time of year are un-
crowded and you never know what wildlife 
you might see.”

Grouse season is open through Sunday, 
Jan. 3. This year’s warmer temperatures 
and light snow cover have made it easier to 
get around in the woods. Grouse hunting 
doesn’t require much gear – pack a small 
game license, shotgun, some decent boots 
and warm clothes.

“Late-season grouse hunting is different, 
and challenging. There are fewer birds, and 
survivors are often warier and more easily 
spooked. Each bird harvested is considered 
a trophy,” Dick said.

Once there is adequate snow, grouse roost 
beneath the snow for much of the day, and 
often come out into the trees at dusk.

For places to hunt, Minnesota has 528 
wildlife management areas in the ruffed 
grouse range that cover nearly 1 million 
acres, 50 designated ruffed grouse manage-
ment areas and 600 miles of hunter walking 
trails. State, county and federal forests also 
provide an abundance of opportunity. This 
past fall, the DNR created a new Web page 
that allows hunters to easily access informa-
tion on the state’s ruffed grouse manage-
ment areas. To find more tips on how and 
where to hunt, see the grouse hunting page.

DNR funds shooting 
range projects

The Minnesota  DNR announces awards 
of nearly $371,000 to 22 shooting range 
projects across the state through a shooting 
range grants initiative approved by the 2014 
Legislature. 

“The 22 projects provide safe and acces-
sible recreational shooting opportunities 
throughout Minnesota, with an emphasis 
on enhancing youth participation oppor-
tunities,” said Chuck Niska, DNR shooting 
range program coordinator.

Development of the grants program fol-
lows a significant rise in youth trap shoot-
ing, especially by high school students who 
are part of a statewide league. Existing trap 
ranges sometimes struggle to meet demand.

The grants require a match of 50 percent 
non-state funds.

The DNR has awarded funds to more than 
80 projects over the last two years.

The 2015 Legislature provided an addi-
tional $1 million dollars in each of the next 
two years for a wider variety of shooting 
sports facility grants. The new grants will 
allow for shooting sports facilities in addi-
tion to trap shooting, including archery. The 

new matching grants will be open to 
local government as well as local recre-
ational shooting clubs. Announcements 
about specific requests for proposals 
for these new grants under the new 
funding will be made later this winter.

Legacy funding 
proposals support 

pheasant action plan
Pheasants and pheasant habitat will 

benefit from approximately $60 million 
of more than $111 million in habitat 
programs and projects recommended 
by the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage 
Council for funding from the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund next year.

To determine the types of hunting allowed, 
view aerial photographs and locate self-
service headquarters, check out the Hunting 
Access Program (HAP) Farm Summary. 
Here you can find detailed information 
about each enrolled property. Click on the 
landowner’s name to generate a descriptive 
map of the property. Boundary lines, desig-
nated parking areas and the headquarters’ 
location all can be found in the HAP Farm 
Summary.

Reminder: Enrolled HAP properties are 
no longer printed in the Public Hunting on 
Private Lands Digest. Hunters are encour-
aged to visit mi.gov/hap or contact the DNR 
Wildlife Division at 517-284-WILD (9453) 
to stay up to date with the most currently 
enrolled properties.

To find public hunting land in Michigan, 
including HAP properties, check out Mi-
HUNT. A cutting-edge, web-based map-
ping application, Mi-HUNT allows users to 
navigate through a variety of map layers to 
create their own custom maps or download 
premade maps to meet their specific hunt-
planning needs.

The Michigan  DNR is committed to the 
conservation, protection, management, use 
and enjoyment of the state’s natural and 
cultural resources for current and future 
generations. For more information, go to 
www.michigan.gov/dnr

MINNESOTA
DNR designates new 

wildlife lands for 
public use

Land added to Minnesota’s 1.3 million-
acre system of wildlife management areas 
(WMA) this past fall means protection of 
more high-quality wildlife habitat and more 
opportunities to hunt, trap, hike, cross coun-
try ski and watch wildlife. 

The Minnesota  DNR recently designated 
an additional 2,067 acres of newly acquired 
land as part of 22 existing and new WMAs 
spread across 19 counties. In total, there are 
about 1,500 WMAs located in 86 of the 87 
counties in Minnesota.

“These WMA lands provide important 
habitat for game and nongame wildlife 
species,” said Ed Boggess, DNR Fish and 
Wildlife Division director. “Enhancing our 
system of public land strengthens habitat, 
as well as our Minnesota outdoors tradition 
by making sure everyone has access regard-
less of a person’s connections or how much 
property they own.”

Conservation groups including Ducks 
Unlimited, Pheasants Forever and The 
Nature Conservancy, and individuals who 
partner with the DNR, played a major role 
in helping to acquire and protect these new 
WMA lands.

“We are thankful for the work of these 
groups and individuals for helping current 
and future generations continue to enjoy 
these lands,” Boggess said.

Priority has been placed on enhancing 
contiguous parcels of WMA land to provide 
important, high-quality habitat. As public 
land, it can be managed for the long term and 

Pelican Lake WMA


