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animals.

Most trapping seasons opened 
Nov. 15 or Dec. 1 and end Feb. 28 
or March 31. A few seasons are 
open the entire year, but winter is 
the most popular time to trap be-
cause pelts are in prime condition.

Popular hunting and 
shooting map goes mobile

A mobile version of ODFW’s 
popular hunting and shooting 
map is now available.

Just click on www.oregonhunt-
ingmap.com from your mobile de-
vice to try it. The new responsive 
design delivers content optimized 
for your phone or tablet.

With the mobile version of the 
map, users with a network connec-
tion will be able to see their loca-
tion and know if they are hunting 
within boundaries. 

The Google map allows users to 
scout on the go for habitat and ter-
rain. Other features include:

* Search by species
* Search by location
* Show landownership
* Show property boundaries
* Find Lat/Long coordinates
The map also shows locations to 

shoot firearms and archery equip-
ment in Oregon.

Since it launched in 2010, ore-
gonhuntingmap.com has been ac-
cessed nearly half a million times 
and had 272,000 unique users.

ODFW also recently launched 
GeoPDF maps of its Access and 
Habitat areas and Travel Manage-
ment Areas. After downloading 
a GeoPDF application to their 
mobile device, users can follow 
their location in the field, mark 
way points, check boundaries and 
more while offline. 

Contact:
David Lane
Oregon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife
David.W.Lane@state.or.us
503-947-6013

SOUTH 
CAROLINA

Spartanburg man receives 
Fire Bird Conservation 
Award for dedication to 

bobwhite quail
South Carolina hunter Mark 

Coleman of Spartanburg was 
recently awarded the state’s Fire 
Bird Conservation Award for his 
contributions to wild bobwhite 
restoration.

Coleman was recognized in the 
National Bobwhite Conservation 
Initiative’s National Fire Bird Con-

servation Awards at the annual 
meeting of the nation’s bobwhite 
experts in Iowa. He was also 
congratulated by the S.C. Natural 
Resources Board for this honor.

Award recipients are chosen by 
the respective National Bobwhite 
Conservation Initiative-member 
state’s quail coordinator for their 
contributions to that state’s efforts 
toward habitat-based restoration 
of wild bobwhite populations. 

The award’s name symbolizes 
the historic relationship between 
bobwhites and fire in much of 
the iconic game bird’s range. The 
fire-and-quail connection was 
especially pronounced in South 
Carolina. For many millennia, fire 
maintained much of the Southern 
landscape in an “early succes-
sional” stage, that is, in an open 
landscape of native grasses, wild-
flowers and “weeds” providing 
bobwhites with suitable habitat. 

According to South Carolina’s 
Small Game Project supervisor, 
Willie Simmons: “As a private 
citizen, Mark Coleman has been a 
cooperator in DNR’s Quail Hunter 
Survey for more than 15 years. 
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During that time, he has main-
tained constant contact with the 
Small Game Project, offering assis-
tance with projects and initiatives.

“Mark is a staunch supporter 
of DNR and of scientific wildlife 
management in general. Follow-
ing publication of the NBCI 2.0 
(in 2011), Mark was one of the few 
quail hunters, if not the only one 
in South Carolina, to embrace the 
new planning paradigm, openly 
and wholehearted supporting the 
plan in conversations with other 
bird hunters and in various public 
forums.”

Through conversations with 
the DNR Small Game Project and 
with NBCI Director Don McKen-
zie, Coleman heeded the call to 
action from the initial State of the 
Bobwhite report and immediately 
engaged policy makers in South 
Carolina. He personally appeared 
before the DNR Board to request 
and promote wild bobwhite man-
agement in South Carolina.

“Although he is far too modest 
to accept any credit or praise,” 
Simmons said, “Mark was directly 
responsible for renewed emphasis 
and urgency on completion of 
South Carolina’s statewide quail 
restoration plan. He continues 
to this day to offer financial and 
logistic support for establishment 
of a statewide quail council, the 
next step in implementation of the 
South Carolina plan.” 

Fires intentionally set by land-
owners to clear farm fields and 
woodlots, and for other land 
management reasons, historically 
resulted in abundant habitat for 
bobwhites, as well as numerous 
other wildlife species. The term 
“fire bird” in relation to bobwhites 
was first coined by naturalist and 
scientist Herbert Stoddard, who 
researched bobwhites and worked 
to restore bobwhite habitat in the 
early 20th Century. 

Johnny Stowe, S.C. Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) wild-
life biologist and forester who 

represents the department on 
the S.C. Prescribed Fire Council, 
said: “Mr. Stoddard was the first 
wildland fire scientist, something 
the Southeastern United States 
can be very proud of. He laid 
the foundations of ecological fire 
science, a discipline that is today 
multifaceted and permeates all 
parts of the globe. And even more 
impressive is the fact that his pre-
scient advocacy was counter to 
the powers-that-were, who tried 
to suppress his research findings. 
He was a true pioneering hero.”

Today, “prescribed” fire under 
carefully selected conditions by 
trained professionals has become 
an increasingly important tool for 
helping create and manage habitat 
for bobwhites, as well as a suite of 
songbirds and other wildlife that 
require early successional habitat 
to survive.

Habitat restored, safety im-
proved on heritage preserves 
where prescribed fire is used

Many species and ecosystems 
require fire periodically to ensure 
their survival, and that’s why 
prescribed burns are conducted 
on many of the S.C. Department 
of Natural Resources’ heritage 
preserves.

“The objective of prescribed 
burns is to maintain the ecologi-
cal integrity of these lands,” said 
Johnny Stowe, S.C. Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife 
biologist, forester and heritage 
preserve manager, “and to provide 
for human safety by reducing the 
amount of fuel on the preserves, 
thereby reducing the chance of 
catastrophic wildfire. For many 
of these ecosystems, it’s not a 
matter of ‘if’ they will burn, but 
rather ‘when.’ We like to choose 
the ‘when.’”

The South Carolina Prescribed 
Fire Council is promoting public 
understanding about the benefits 
and importance of prescribed fire. 
The Prescribed Fire Council is 
composed of representatives from 
various conservation agencies and 
institutions. 

“Prescribed fire is a multi-cul-
tural tradition and ritual and a 
key part of our heritage in South 
Carolina,” Stowe said. “The In-
dians burned here for thousands 
of years, and both African and 
European immigrants brought 
with them from their native lands 
a long established history of using 
fire to manipulate the landscape.

“Through the centuries, many 
native plants, animals and habi-
tats in the Southeastern United 
States have adapted to the pres-
ence of recurring fire,” Stowe said. 
“Many species and ecosystems 
are now rare because of fire sup-
pression, and they actually need 
fire to ensure their survival.” Fire 
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can produce superior habitat for 
species such as wild turkey and 
white-tailed deer, and is practi-
cally essential for bobwhite quail 
as well as rare species like the red-
cockaded woodpecker. 

A good example of an ecosystem 
dependent on fire is the longleaf 
pine community. Longleaf pine 
forests once covered about 90 
million acres in the Southeast, 
but today only about four mil-
lion remain. In the absence of fire, 
longleaf pine and its associated 
plants and animals, some of which 
are rare and occur only in longleaf 
pine ecosystems, are replaced by 
other species. 

Scientists and land managers 
are increasingly aware of the im-
portance of fire for maintaining a 
healthy longleaf pine forest. “The 
Longleaf Alliance—a group of 
longleaf enthusiasts comprising 
land managers, landowners, re-
searchers, and others—has made 
monumental strides since its in-
ception in 1995 toward restoring 
longleaf pine ecosystems,” Stowe 
said. 

“Besides the ecological benefits 
of prescribed fire, it also has the 
added benefit of reducing fuel 
on the forest floor and lessening 
the chances of a catastrophic fire, 
which can threaten homes and 
people,” Stowe said. “Because fire 
has been suppressed for so long 
in some places, you get danger-
ous buildups of fuel and increase 
the chances for a wildfire that can 
destroy property and lives. The 
wildfires we’ve seen across the 
United States recently are due in 
large part to past fire suppression 
and they underscore the need for 
prescribed fire.”

By using a prescribed burn—
when wind, temperature and 
humidity conditions are appropri-
ate to remove some of the forest 
fuel like leaves, pine needles and 
twigs—fire managers can greatly 
reduce the chances of a catastroph-
ic wildfire. After prescribed burns 
are completed, the homes and 

properties close to heritage pre-
serves will be much less likely to 
be in the path of a wildfire, because 
the fuel is reduced or eliminated. 

South Carolina Quail 
Council advocates for 

habitat restoration
The first meeting of the South 

Carolina Quail Council was held 
on Dec. 10 at the Phillips Market 
Center at the State Farmers Mar-
ket. The Quail Council is a coali-
tion of state, federal and private 
interests formed to provide leader-
ship and advocacy for the restora-
tion of habitat for bobwhite quail 
and other grassland birds. Quail 
and their habitat cohorts, such as 
grasshopper sparrows, loggerhead 
shrikes, Bachman’s sparrows, 
prairie warblers, painted buntings 
and others, have been experienc-
ing long-term and widespread 
population declines due to habitat 
loss over a large geographic scale. 

The S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) has developed 
a plan for statewide restoration 
of habitat to benefit these species: 
“Northern Bobwhite Habitat Res-
toration in South Carolina: Chal-
lenges and opportunities in the 
21st Century.” This plan feeds into 
the National Bobwhite Conserva-
tion Initiative, a range-wide plan 
for recovering bobwhites to tar-
get densities set by state wildlife 
agencies, and includes all 25 states 

comprising the historic range of 
the bobwhite.

The formation of the South Caro-
lina Quail Council is a key step in 
moving the plan forward, which 
is expected to increase technical 
assistance capacity to improve 
habitat in agricultural and for-
ested landscapes, increase public 
awareness and appreciation of 
quail and grassland bird species 
and their habitat, and improve 
coordination of monitoring and 
research efforts for these species. 
An additional benefit of the ef-
fort will be increased habitat to 
support pollinator species such 
as bees and butterflies that are 
also known to be in decline. The 
inaugural meeting of the Quail 
Council was attended by forty-six 
individuals representing seven 
state agencies, five federal agen-
cies, thirteen non-governmental 
conservation organizations and 
five private landowners.

“The bobwhite quail is an iconic 
symbol of South Carolina rural 
culture and traditions,” said Al-
vin Taylor, DNR Director. “Most 
younger people have never had 
the chance to experience what I 
did growing up in Marion County- 
the exhilaration of following a cou-
ple of bird dogs and experiencing 
the exciting flush of a wild covey 
of quail. If we wait any longer to 
address the bobwhite decline, the 
current low population levels may 
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become the norm for many people 
because they don’t know it was 
any different. If we do that shame 
on us,” Taylor said.

DNR awards scholarships 
for youth skeet, trap event

The S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) sponsored the 
largest youth skeet and trap com-
petition held to date in the Palmetto 
State on Dec. 13. One hundred fifty-
seven youth shot at Mid-Carolina 
Gun Club in Calhoun County in a 
skeet and trap event that was co-
sponsored by 4H Shooting Sports. 

DNR awarded two $1000 schol-
arships to the top graduating se-
nior male and female competitor. 
Chandler Gray from Orangeburg 
Preparatory School was awarded a 
scholarship as the top Senior Male 
and Madison Price from Saluda 
High School was awarded a schol-
arship as the top Senior Female. 

DNR provided ammunition to 
all participants and paid for clay 
target fees for this event. Students 
from the S.C. Independent School 
Association (SCISA) also com-
peted at this event, which SCISA 
recognized as their state champi-
onship for skeet.

If your school is interested in 
starting a youth shooting team, 
please contact DNR or visit our 
webpage.

SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota Moves to 

a multi-year schedule for 
setting hunting seasons
With the start of the new year, 

comes the start of a new multi-year 
season setting schedule for several 
hunting seasons and regulations in 
South Dakota. 

Historically, the South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) and 
the Commission reviews and 
discusses all hunting and fishing 
seasons as well as other regulatory 

items at monthly Commission 
meetings held across the state. At 
times, season date changes and 
regulation changes occur; espe-
cially to big game hunting seasons 
and corresponding license and 
tag allocations. At other times, 
no changes are made for several 
seasons for multiple years.

The multi-year season setting 
process was a recommendation of 
the independent big game man-
agement review in 2013. “This re-
vised process will help us be more 
efficient with our time and more 
effective with our management 
strategies,” stated Tony Leif, direc-
tor of the GFP Division of Wildlife. 
“Setting multi-year seasons allows 
us to spend more time collecting 
important data and drafting plans 
to guide the direction of big game 
management and ultimately the 
structure of the hunting seasons.”

Hunting seasons for big game 
species such as elk, deer, ante-
lope, mountain lion, turkey and 
fishing regulations will now be 
reviewed and set in two-year 
intervals. Hunting seasons for 
species such as pheasant, quail, 
grouse, dove and partridge will 
now be reviewed and set in three-
year intervals. Depredation hunts 
and any refuge seasons will also 
be reviewed and set in three-year 
intervals. Waterfowl and nonresi-
dent waterfowl hunting seasons 
will continue on an annual cycle 

due to the federal framework 
set by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the new authority 
granted to the Commission to set 
nonresident license numbers and 
license distribution.

“An important aspect of this 
new approach is that the Depart-
ment and the Commission will 
continue to have the ability to 
react to unforeseen circumstances 
that occasionally impact wildlife 
populations any time those cir-
cumstances arise,” explained Leif.

The multi-year season setting 
schedule was presented to the 
Commission by the Department 
and was approved this past No-
vember. To view this new season 
setting schedule, visit: http://
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
meetings.aspx. GFP also provides 
monthly information on what has 
been approved and/or rejected at 
each of the monthly Commission 
meetings (no meetings held in 
February or September). To receive 
the latest news and information 
distributed by GFP via email, 
subscribe today at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/agency/services/news-
sign-up.aspx.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/january/5.
aspx#sthash.8nHVLkyj.dpuf

Youth goose hunt to be 
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Held in pierre
The 25th Annual Central South 

Dakota Youth Goose Hunt will be 
in Pierre on Jan. 16-18, 2015. An 
informational meeting will be held 
on Jan. 16, 2015, at the Pierre Best 
Western Ramkota at 7 p.m. CST.

The event features two days of 
hunting, instructional seminars, 
prizes and Saturday meals. The 
hunt is free for youth hunters ages 
12-15; all South Dakota hunting 
rules and regulations apply and 
licenses are required. For more 
information on this event, contact 
the Lower Oahe Access Trailer at 
605.264.5380.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/decem-
ber/22.aspx#sthash.5Solk7X1.
dpuf

TENNESSEE
Sixth Annual Maury 
County Youth Small 

Game and Predator Hunt 
Scheduled for February 7
The Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-

es Agency will be one of the spon-
sors for the Sixth Annual Maury 
County Youth Small Game and 
Predator Hunt to be held Feb. 7.

The free event is for youth from 
ages 9-15 who must have a TWRA 
Hunter Education certification by 
the hunt date and have all the ap-
propriate licenses permits. Hunt-
ers must also provide their own 
firearm and ammunition. Firearms 
and ammunition will be provided 
for the clay target range.

Along with the TWRA, the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Officers Associa-
tion, Columbia Noon Rotary Club, 
Sun Drop, Quail Unlimited and 
several other local businesses are 
sponsoring the event. The Colum-
bia National Guard Armory will 
serve as the event’s headquarters.

The day’s activities will begin at 
6 a.m. with breakfast at the armory. 
Young sportsmen and women will 

be teamed with hunting guides, 
dog handlers and safety officers 
to participate as guides who will 
accompany them to pre-selected 
property to hunt rabbits, squirrels 
or predators. Public hunting lands 
as well as private property will be 
utilized for the hunt. The hunt will 
conclude with lunch, prizes, and 
clay target shooting at the armory.

Parents and/or guardians are 
welcome to accompany the young-
sters on the hunt. There will be 
safety officers assigned to all hunt-
ing parties going rabbit or squirrel 
hunting.

To register for the hunt, send the 
youth’s name to Maury County 
Wildlife Officer Rusty Thompson 
by clicking here. Please include 
the hunter’s name, age, address, 
email, phone number, and which 
species he or she prefers to hunt 
(rabbits, squirrels, or predators). 
For more information contact 
Rusty Thompson by email or at 
(931) 881-8241.

Quail Forever Staff 
Addition to Help TWRA 
with State Game Bird’s 

Restoration Efforts
As part of the recently-imple-

mented “Tennessee Northern 
Bobwhite Quail Restoration Plan” 
a third person has been added as 
a Quail Forever farm bill wildlife 
biologist in the state.

David Peters joins the Quail 
Forever staff. He will work closely 
with Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency staff on the plan to help 
bring back the bobwhite quail 
population which has seen its 
numbers decline over the past 
several decades. His primary area 
of responsibility will be in TWRA 
Region III, which includes one of 

the four quail focus Wildlife Man-
agement Areas, the Bridgestone/
Firestone Centennial WMA.

“We are excited to bring on 
David as our third Quail Forever 
farm bill wildlife biologist in Ten-
nessee,” said Mark Gudlin, assis-
tant chief of TWRA’s Wildlife and 
Forestry Division. “Our current 
Farm Bill staff in West Tennessee is 
doing great work with landowners 
and Quail Forever chapters to cre-
ate habitat on the ground.

“David will be targeting the 
promotion of bobwhite habitat, 
shortleaf pine and stream buf-
fers that benefit both aquatic and 
terrestrial wildlife. He will work 
closely with local TWRA biolo-
gist Michael McCord to reach and 
assist more landowners in devel-
oping and managing habitat to 
increase populations of bobwhites, 
rabbits and other wildlife.”

The TWRA designated four of 
its wildlife management areas 
to serve as “anchors” within a 
quail focus area. Along with the 
Bridgestone/Firestone in White 
County, the other three are spread 
across the state. They include Wolf 
River WMA (Fayette County), 
Bark Camp Barrens WMA (Coffee 
County), and Lick Creek Bottoms 
(Greene County).  

The anchor areas act as per-
manent reserves where wildlife 
management efforts are focused 
on maximizing ideal habitat and 
conditions to foster a healthy 
and prolific quail population. As 
the quail population increases, it 
should expand out into the sur-
rounding focus area if suitable 
habitat exists.  The focus area is 
made up of private and other pub-
lic lands that have the potential to 
hold suitable quail habitat. 

Quail Forever is a national non-
profit organization, comprised of 
local chapters, dedicated to the 
protection and enhancement of 
quail and other wildlife.

 Landowners interested in im-
proving their lands for quail and 
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other wildlife should contact one 
of TWRA’s four private lands bi-
ologists or one of the three Quail 
Forever biologists. These biolo-
gists will meet with landowners 
or managers and develop a free 
habitat management plan and 
provide other advice, such as pro-
grams that can provide financial 
assistance. Contact information for 
these biologists and other natural 
resources professionals can be 
found for each of the state’s 95 
counties at www.TWRAprivate-
lands.org , or by calling the TWRA. 

TEXAS
TPWD Releases Dove 

Lethality Study Findings
Texas leads the nation in dove 

hunting with roughly a quarter 
million hunters bagging 5 million 
mourning doves each fall. Their 
success afield should not change 
with the type of shot used, accord-
ing to the results of a just-released 
study examining the lethality of 
lead versus non-toxic shot for 
mourning dove.

The field collection phase of the 
study was conducted in Brown, 
Coleman and McCulloch coun-
ties during the 2008 and 2009 
Texas dove hunting seasons. After 
recording more than 5,000 shots 
fired by Texas hunters during the 
two-year project, and then nec-
ropsying 1,100 mourning dove, 
researchers determined no sta-
tistical significant difference in 
harvest efficiencies between the 
three loads tested, regardless of 
distance.

Non-toxic shot has been re-
quired for hunting waterfowl for 
more than two decades. Despite 
studies that have demonstrated 
the effectiveness of non-toxic shot 
for waterfowl and other game 
birds, the results of this study 
were not a foregone conclusion, 
at least not in the perceptions of 
dove hunters. Recent dove hunter 
surveys indicate that some hunters 

still believe non-toxic shot to be 
inferior to lead.

“Our findings address the effi-
ciency of lead and non-toxic shot 
on mourning dove,” said Corey 
Mason, a TPWD wildlife biolo-
gist and one of the authors of the 
report. “There continues to be a 
spirited national discussion on the 
use of lead and other types of shot 
and these results help inform one 
aspect of the conversation.”

This study is the first on the 
lethality of lead versus non-toxic 
shot under typical hunting con-
ditions for mourning dove to be 
published in a scientific journal. 
The Institute of Renewable Natu-
ral Resources at Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Thomas Roster, and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife authored report 
will be published in the March 
2015 issue of The Wildlife Society 
Bulletin, a peer-reviewed, scien-
tific publication containing papers 
related to wildlife management, 
conservation law enforcement, 
conservation education, econom-
ics, administration, philosophy, 
ethics, and contemporary resource 
problems. An advance release of 
the report is available online at 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
huntwild/wild/game_manage-
ment/dove_summary/

TPWD officials believe the re-
search findings may be useful to 
Texas hunters as they make deci-
sions on the type of loads they 
choose for dove hunting.

“We absolutely believe in hunter 
choice and we also want hunters 
to be as informed as possible on 
matters affecting their outdoor 
pursuits,” said Carter Smith, TP-
WD Executive Director. “Dove are 
a shared international resource, 
and the question about whether 
or not lead shot should be banned 
for dove hunting is not something 
Texas is prepared to make inde-
pendent of other jurisdictions and 
based solely on the findings of 
this study. This research offers an 
important data point in the larger 
discussion, but there are many 

other factors to consider.”
An internationally recognized 

shotgun ballistics expert, who has 
authored more than a dozen simi-
lar studies involving waterfowl 
and upland game birds, designed 
the study. The study examined 
three, 12-gauge, 2 ?-inch loads 
designed and manufactured to 
mirror loads that are used most 
often by dove hunters. The differ-
ent load types included: 1 ? ounce 
of No. 7 ? lead shot, 1 ounce of No. 
6 steel shot, and 1 ounce of No. 7 
steel shot.

The cost of the study was ap-
proximately $500,000 and was 
funded with dedicated Migra-
tory Game Bird and Texas White-
winged Dove stamp revenue.

VERMONT
Waterfowl Blinds Must Be 

Removed
Waterfowl hunters who did not 

remove their hunting blinds from 
the waters of the state earlier must 
do so before February 15 on Lake 
Champlain or May 15 on inland 
waters according to a reminder 
from the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department.

State law requires removal of the 
blinds before these deadlines in 
order to protect natural areas and 
to prevent boating accidents after 
the ice melts. 

“Removal of the blinds and any 
posts that may be below the sur-
face of the ice is important because 
of the danger they present when 
boaters are on the water in the 
spring,” said State Game Warden 
Colonel Jason Batchelder. 

Batchelder says wardens have 
recorded names and addresses of 
blind owners and will follow up 
with inspections.

Vt Fish & Wildlife 
Announces Release of 
Landowner’s Habitat 
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Management Guid
The Vermont Fish & Wildlife 

Department is announcing the 
release of the long-awaited book 
entitled A Landowner’s Guide – 
Wildlife Habitat Management for 
Lands in Vermont. 

The book is a comprehensive 
guide to wildlife habitat manage-
ment on private lands. It is filled 
with colorful photos and helpful 
tips. 

“The Landowner ’s Guide is 
something that Vermonters have 
been asking us about for years, so 
we’re excited to finally announce 
its release,” said John Austin, lands 
and habitat program manager for 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife. “Private 
landowners are a critical partner in 
the conservation of Vermont’s rich 
fish and wildlife heritage.” 

“I’m confident this book will 
serve as a valuable resource for 
landowners, foresters, biologists, 
or loggers,” said Austin. “It is a 
handy guide for people looking 
to improve the quality of habitat 
on their land for everything from 
deer and turkeys to songbirds and 
owls.” 

The Landowner’s Guide was 
developed by the Fish & Wildlife 
Department in partnership with 
the Vermont Department of For-
ests, Parks and Recreation as well 
as the U.S.D.A.’s Natural Resource 
Conservation Service. Each chap-
ter was authored by biologists and 
land managers with the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department, with 
guidance and technical input from 
foresters and wildlife biologists 
from partnering organizations. 

The guide gives specific, easy-
to-follow recommendations on 
methods for improving habitat 
for specific species and for fish 
and wildlife in general. It includes 
recommendations for managing 
for game species such as deer, 
turkeys, hare, ducks, and grouse, 
as well as nongame species from 
songbirds to amphibians.

A Landowner’s Guide – Wildlife 

Habitat Management for Lands 
in Vermont is available at www.
vtfishandwildlife.com for $12 and 
makes a great gift for any wildlife 
enthusiast in your life!

VT’s 2015 Hunting, 
Fishing, Trapping 

Lawbook is Available
If you are going icefishing soon, 

planning a family fishing trip 
next summer, or expect to go rab-
bit hunting this winter – you will 
want to get a copy of the 2015 
Vermont Hunting, Fishing and 
Trapping Laws and Guide, avail-
able where licenses are sold.

Also known as the “lawbook,” 
has all of the new laws, 2015 sea-
son dates, two free fishing days, a 
state map showing Wildlife Man-
agement Units, the species of fish 
found in lakes and rivers, and a list 
of Fish & Wildlife personnel with 
their phone numbers, as well as 
loads of additional information.

A digital version can be found on 
the Vermont Fish & Wildlife web-
site (www.vtfishandwildlife.com). 

WASHINGTON
Skagit County brant goose 
hunting season canceled 
The Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
today canceled a scheduled Janu-
ary brant goose hunting season, 
after counts of the birds in Skagit 
County indicated numbers were 
below the level needed for the 
hunt to proceed. 

The hunt was scheduled to open 
Jan. 10, provided that at least 6,000 
brant were counted during an 
aerial survey, said Don Kraege, 
WDFW’s waterfowl section man-
ager. However, two recent aerial 
surveys of Padilla, Samish, and Fi-
dalgo bays each resulted in counts 
of only about 3,600 brant. 

Similarly low counts were re-
corded in 2003, the last time the 

late-season brant hunt was can-
celed in Skagit County.

Since 1996, WDFW waterfowl 
hunting regulations have required 
that at least 6,000 brant must 
be present for brant hunting to 
take place in Skagit County. That 
threshold is designed to conserve 
the population of Western High 
Arctic brant that winter in the area.

Kraege said the causes of the 
reduced Skagit brant population 
are unknown, but may be the 
result of poor production on the 
birds’ western Canadian breeding 
grounds, combined with possible 
changes in areas of the flyway the 
brant frequent. 

Meanwhile, a brant season in 
Pacific County opened as sched-
uled Jan. 3. Information on that 
season is available in WDFW’s 
Migratory Waterfowl and Upland 
Game Seasons hunting pamphlet 
at http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/
regulations/.

WISCONSIN
Wisconsin’s oldest 

trumpeter swan a symbol 
of success recovery efforts
Wisconsin’s oldest trumpeter 

swan was hatched from an egg 
collected on the first of nine trips 
to Alaska in 1989 to start the state’s 
swan recovery program 

A regal old swan spending the 
winter on a wild river in Burnett 
County stands as a remarkable 
symbol of the success of Wiscon-
sin’s trumpeter swan recovery 
program.

Known by her current identifi-
cation collar number - the fourth 
ID collar over her lifetime - 82K 
turned 25 last June. She hatched 
from an egg that was collected in 
the first year of the Department of 
Natural Resources’ swan recovery 
program. Over a nine-year period 
beginning in 1989, Wisconsin bi-
ologists flew to the wilds of Alaska 
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to collect up to 50 trumpeter swan 
eggs a year. 

Trumpeter swans are the largest 
waterfowl species in North Amer-
ica. Adults are all white and stand 
up to 5 feet tall, weighing between 
20 and 35 pounds with a 7-foot 
wingspan. Market hunting and 
demand for their feathers brought 
these birds to near-extinction by 
the 1880s.

Alaska has a healthy trumpeter 
swan population and studies have 
shown the egg collection does not 
harm that population. The biolo-
gists left at least two fertile eggs in 
each nest to ensure that the nesting 
pair could raise a brood.

Of the 385 eggs they collected, 
356 -- or 92 percent -- successfully 
hatched in incubators through 
a cooperative program with the 
Milwaukee County Zoo. 

Sumner Matteson, the DNR 
avian ecologist who oversaw the 
trumpeter swan recovery pro-
gram, was one of the biologists 
on that trip and despite “acute air 
sickness,” from flying in the small 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife float plane, 
collected the egg, which was la-
beled U-2.

“I was in such a wretched state 
that Rod King, the USFWS pilot, 
even jokingly asked ‘You aren’t 
going to expire on me, are you?’,” 
Matteson said.

Despite the air sickness, Mat-
teson and fellow DNR biologist 
Randy Jurewicz, now retired, 
were able to collect 40 eggs for 
Wisconsin’s recovery program and 
another 20 eggs for a Michigan 
DNR recovery program.

Matteson said he remembered 
the U-2 egg not just because it 
shared a name with one of his 
favorite rock bands, but because 
the resulting cygnet shared his 
birthday.

“The U-2 egg hatched on my 
birthday, June 15, 1989, at the 
Milwaukee County Zoo, under 
the careful watch of Milwaukee 

County Zoo curator Ed Diebold 
and staff,” Matteson said.

From there she was placed in a 
captive-rearing program at a pond 
at the General Electric Medical 
Systems facility near Pewaukee 
and raised until 2 years of age, 
when she was banded with a US-
FWS band. She received her first 
collar before being released on 
May 8, 1991 at South Bass Lake in 
Burnett County.

Swans hatched at the zoo over 
the nine years were either placed 
in the captive rearing program or 
an innovative decoy rearing pro-
gram where they were released in 
the wild but reared by humans in 
white swan costumes.

Like all swans released to the 
wild, 82K has been monitored over 
the years and has been recaptured 
and re-collared three times. She 
has successfully raised several 
broods of her own, nesting at the 
Crex Meadows State Wildlife Area, 
and in more recent years has been 
observed guiding other young 
birds.

“Her current collar is cracked, 
but we won’t be replacing it,” 
Matteson said.

From its humble beginning with 
the collection of those 40 swan 
eggs, the Wisconsin trumpeter 
swan population has steadily in-

creased. The original recovery goal 
of 20 breeding pairs by 2000 was 
doubled; by 2009 there were more 
than 200 breeding pairs in the state 
and the species was removed from 
the state endangered species list. 

Scores of organizations, busi-
nesses and private individuals 
worked to carry out the recovery 
effort with state wildlife manag-
ers, including Milwaukee County 
Zoo staff, University of Wisconsin-
Madison wildlife ecologists, US-
FWS staff and Windway Capital 
Corp. owners Mary and Terry 
Kohler of Sheboygan who flew the 
biologists to Alaska and back for 
each trip. The Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin played 
a significant role along with the 
Johnson Family Foundation and 
the Pittman-Robertson Federal-
Aid-in Wildlife Restoration Fund 
to provide program support.

As of 2-14, biologists counted 
253 breeding pairs in 27 counties, 
with an estimated population of 
more than 2,000 trumpeter swans 
in the state.

Up until now, DNR biologists 
have worked with local volunteers 
and other DNR staff to actively 
monitor up to 150 nests in Wiscon-
sin annually. Those efforts found 
that swans generally successfully 
hatched three young per nest.

Contributed photo by Kathy Java
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A Burnett County couple have 
been keeping an eye on 82K for 
many years and reported to Matte-
son that they hadn’t seen her since 
April and were afraid she wasn’t 
coming back. They reported she 
returned in mid-November.

Beginning next year, Matteson 
said, Wisconsin will move to a new 
monitoring system as part of the 
North American Trumpeter Swan 
Survey. Instead of biologists or vol-
unteers tracking individual nests, 
aerial surveys will fly transects to 
obtain a population estimate.

At least that is the plan for general 
population monitoring. For 82K, who 
has surpassed the general life expec-
tancy of a swan in the wild of 18 to 20 
years, there will still be a biologist with a 
shared birthday keeping his eyes on the 
matriarch of the Wisconsin trumpeter 
swan recovery effort.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CON-
TACT: Sumner Matteson 608-266-1571 
or Paul Holtan, 608-235-2126

WYOMING
Bag a hybrid duck? Help 

waterfowl research
Hunters bagging a hybrid duck 

can help waterfowl research by 
donating the duck or even just a 
tissue sample.

Hunters who think they may 
have bagged a hybrid and would 
like to help should contact Sievert 
Rohwer at rohwer@uw.edu or 
(253) 543-4066 at the University of 
Washington.

Photos of North American duck 
hybrids are available at hybrid-
duck.blogspot.com. The most 
common hybrids are mallards 
crossing with pintails, widgeon 
and gadwalls. Gadwall and green-
wing teal crosses have also been 
noted.

“Duck hybrids aren’t very com-
mon, but probably more common 
that most hunters think,” said 
Larry Roberts, Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department waterfowl 
biologist. “I encourage Wyoming 

duck hunters to help with this 
research.”

(Contact: Jeff Obrecht (307) 777-
4532)
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Gun Shows

ALABAMA 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show North 
Alabama Fairgrounds 65 
SportsPlex Drive Muscle 
Shoals 
March 7-8 Gun Show De-
catur Shrine Club 1117 
Lenwood Rd SE Decatur 
Mar 21-22 Gun Show Jef-
ferson Civic Center North 
Expo Hall Birmingham 
Mar 21-22 Gun Show Jef-
ferson Civic Center North 
Expo Hall Birmingham 

ARIZONA 
Feb 21-22 Gun Show AZ 
State Fairgrounds Ice 
House Arena 1826 W Mc-
Dowell Ave I17 Exit Mc-
Dowell Phoenix 
March 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Kingman 
March 14-15 Gun Show 
Centennial Hall 1826 W 
McDowell Ave I17 Exit 
McDowell Mesa 
March 21-22 Gun Show 
University of Phoenix 
11300 S Houghton Rd I10 
Exit 275 Glendale 
March 28-29 Gun Show 
Pima Co Fairgrounds 11300 
S Houghton Rd I10 Exit 275 
Tucson 

ARKANSAS 
Feb 14-15 Gun Show Dis-
trict Fair 7000 E Johnson 
Jonesboro 
Mar 7-8 Gun Show Holi-
day Inn Convention Cen-
ter 1500 S 48th St Spring-
dale 
March 28-29 Gun Show 
State Fairgrounds Hall Of 
Industry 2600 Howard St 
Little Rock 

CALIFORNIA 

Feb 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 900 Fairgrounds 
Dr Vallejo 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Ventura 
Feb 21-22 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 937 S Thornburg 
St Santa Maria 
Feb 21-22 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 900 North Broad-
way Turlock 
Feb 28-1 Gun Show Coven-
tion Center 2000 E Conven-
tion Way Ontario 
March 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1658 South Air-
port Way Stockton 
March 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1401 North Ver-
dugo Rd Victorville 
March 14-15 Gun Show 
Del Mar Fairgrounds 2600 
Jimmy Durante Blvd I5 Via 
De LaValle Exit Del Mar 
Mar 21-22 Gun Show Event 
Center 2198 Riverside Ave 
Paso Robles 
March 21-22 Gun Show 
Cal Expo 1600 Expo Blvd 
Sacramento 
March 28-29 Gun Show Or-
ange Co Fairgrounds I405 
To Fairview 88 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa 
March 28-29 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 900 Fair-
grounds Dr Vallejo 

COLORADO 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show Free-
dom Expo Center 3650 N 
Nevada Colorado Springs 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show Outlet 
Mall 5720 McWhinney 
Blvd. Loveland 
Feb 14-15 Gun Show The 
Ranch Complex 5280 Are-
na Circle Loveland 

Feb 28-1 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver 
March 7-8 Gun Show Event 
Center 3960 Palmer Park 
Blvd Colorado Springs 
March 7-8 Gun Show Out-
let Mall 5720 McWhinney 
Blvd. Loveland 
Mar 21-22 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver 
March 28-29 Gun Show 
Freedom Expo Center 
3650 N Nevada Colorado 
Springs 

FLORIDA 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show Civic 
Center 11831 Bayshore Rd 
Ft Meyers 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show Audito-
rium 625 E Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2230 East 15th 
Street Panama City 
Feb 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 7955 58th Ave 
Vero Beach 
Feb 14-15 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2250 NE Roan St 
Arcadia 
Feb 14-15 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Branford High-
way Lake City 
Feb 14-15 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 10901 SW 24th St 
Miami 
Feb 14-15 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 9067 Southern 
Blvd West Palm Beach 
Feb 21-22 Gun Show War 
Memorial Auditorium 800 
NE 8th St Ft Lauderdale 
Feb 21-22 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1958 Lewis Turner 

Blvd Ft Walton Beach 
Feb 21-22 Gun Show Civic 
Center 401 E Seminole 
Blvd Sanford 
Feb 28-1 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 2101 N County Rd 
452 Eustis 
Feb 28-1 Gun Show Heri-
tage Park 1875 Silver Spur 
Lane Kissimmee 
Feb 28-1 Gun Show Ra-
mada Inn 3810NW Bonnie 
Heath Blvd Ocala 
March 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 3150 E New York 
Ave Deland 
March 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 781 Magnolia Ave 
Sebring 
March 7-8 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 441 Paul Russell 
Rd Tallahassee 
March 7-8 Gun Show Flor-
ida Fairgrounds I-4 & US 
301 Tampa 
March 14-15 Gun Show 
Hernando Cty Fairgrounds 
US 41 2 Mi South Of 
Brooksville 
March 14-15 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 4603 W Colo-
nia Dr Orlando 
March 14-15 Gun Show 
Harbor Event Center 75 
Taylor St Punta Gorda 
March 14-15 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 9067 Southern 
Blvd West Palm Beach 
March 21-22 Gun Show 
Lakeland Center Lakeland 
March 21-22 Gun Show 
Auditorium 625 E Hibiscus 
Blvd Melbourne 
March 28-29 Gun Show 
Fenn Center 2000 Virginia 
Ave Fort Pierce 
March 28-29 Gun Show 
War Memorial Auditorium 
800 NE 8th St Ft Lauder-
dale 
March 28-29 Gun Show 


