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ILLINOIS
Illinois Controlled 
Pheasant Hunting 

Reservation Information 
for the Pere Marquette 

State Park Youth Pheasant 
Hunt Available Online  

Young hunters between the ages 
of 10-15 can apply now for the Pere 
Marquette Youth Pheasant Hunt 
scheduled for Saturday, March 7, 
2015. 

The Pere Marquette Youth 
Pheasant Hunt has been a popular 
early spring addition to the Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunt Program.  
Most youth pheasant hunting op-
portunities are offered at IDNR 
Controlled Pheasant Hunting 
Areas in the fall or early winter. 

Modeled after the World Shoot-
ing and Recreational Complex 
Youth Pheasant Hunt, young 
hunters at Pere Marquette will 
participate in a wingshooting 
clinic during the morning.  IDNR 
and National Sporting Clays As-
sociation Certified Wingshooting 
Instructors will teach the wing-
shooting clinic.  Young hunters 
will advance their wingshoot-
ing skills while practicing safe 
shotgun handling and operation 
during the clinic.  The pheasant 
hunt will take place during the 
afternoon. 

More than a dozen co-sponsors 
are assisting the IDNR and Pere 
Marquette State Park with the 
wingshooting clinic and pheas-
ant hunt.  Co-sponsors provide 
funding for the clay targets, target 
and field shotshells, and lunch for 
the young hunters.  Through the 
assistance of some of their mem-
bers, co-sponsors also provide bird 
dogs and bird dog handlers and 
hunting guides.  The co-sponsors 
include Alwerdt’s Pheasant Farm, 
Altamont, Illinois; Channel-Seeds-
manship At Work; Friends of Pere 
Marquette State Park; Green Roof 
Kennels; the Illinois Federation 
of Outdoor Resources; the Illinois 

National Shoot-To-Retrieve Field 
Trial Association; Migratory Wa-
terfowl; the National Wild Turkey 
Federation - Midwest Gobblers 
Chapter; Pfister Seed Company; 
Quail Forever – Illinois Pioneer 
Chapter; Todd Parish - Attor-
ney At Law; Whitworth-Horn-
Goetten Insurance Agency, and 
Winchester/Olin. 

Permits for the Pere Marquette 
Youth Pheasant Hunt are available 
through the IDNR’s Controlled 
Pheasant Hunting Internet Reser-
vation System.  Hunters need to 
review the “Illinois Youth Pheas-
ant Hunt Information” and the 
“Illinois Youth Pheasant Hunt 
Regulations” on the controlled 
pheasant hunting website prior 
to submitting an application.  To 
navigate to the controlled pheas-
ant hunting website once the 
IDNR website www.dnr.illinois.
gov has been accessed, hunters 
should follow these directions: 

Click on “Upland Game” from 
the drop-down menu under the 
“Hunting/Trapping” button on 
the Homepage toolbar 

Then click on “Controlled Pheas-
ant Areas” under the “Quick 
Links” heading 

After clicking on the “Click 
Here For Applications” button on 
the Controlled Pheasant Hunting 
Welcome Page, young hunters 
should click on the button next to 
“Illinois Youth Pheasant Hunts” 
to access the appropriate on-line 
application form. 

Hunters without computers are 
encouraged to gain access to the 
controlled pheasant hunting on-
line reservation system by check-
ing with family or friends with a 
computer or by using a computer 
at their local public library.  Com-
pleting a permit reservation online 
takes less than five minutes. 

For complete details, check the 
controlled pheasant hunting web-
site at: www.dnr.illinois.gov. 

IOWA
2015 Hunting, Fishing 

Licenses Now Available
Iowans may now begin purchas-

ing 2015 resident hunting, fishing 
and other licenses. 

The menu of license options 
includes the popular Outdoor 
Combo annual resident hunting/
fishing/habitat combo license for 
$47; the Angler’s Special three-
year fishing license for $53; and the 
Hunter’s Special three-year hunt-
ing license with habitat included 
for $86.

Also available is the Bonus Line 
option for $12 allowing resident 
and nonresident anglers to fish 
with one additional line in addi-
tion to the two lines allowed with 
the regular fishing license.

Iowa hunting and fishing license 
fees remain unchanged for 2015. 

2014 licenses are valid through 
Jan. 10, 2015. 

Needing a hunting or fishing 
license? Purchase yours online or 
find a retailer near you.

Four tips for calling geese
If you’re looking for ways to 

improve your goose calling before 
the season ends, check out these 
tips:

Read the birds.  
Some flocks will readily respond 

to calling, others will shy away.  If 
the birds are heading your way, it’s 
better to be conservative in your 
calling – but if the birds are mov-
ing away, you don’t have much 
to lose.

Use motion.  
Flags can be more effective 

than calls, especially at long dis-
tances.  As the birds come closer, 
it becomes more important to use 
subtle and realistic movements.

Change it up.  
Be flexible with your calling – 
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don’t always use the same calling 
sequence or particular call.  

Learn from the pros.  
Watch and listen how Canada 

geese call on the ground or water.  
Some birds are very vocal toward 
passing flocks, while others make 
low honks and murmurs while 
feeding on the ground.  

Learn more about Iowa goose 
hunting and get tips and tricks from 
our Iowa Hunting board on Pinterest.

LOUISIANA
Handling Firearms Safely 

After the Hunt
With Louisiana hunting sea-

sons in full swing, hunters are 
reminded that safe firearm han-
dling does not end with the hunt. 

Proper transport and storage of 
firearms will keep everyone safe 
when the hunt is over. Hunters are 
reminded of the following basic 
safety practices:

* Completely unload firearms 
at the conclusion of the hunt and 
keep the action open.  Be sure all 
shells or cartridges are removed 
from both the chamber and the 
magazine. 

* When in a vehicle, boat or on an 
ATV, transport firearms unloaded 
with the action open and in a se-
cure position - preferably in a case. 

* Always be sure the muzzle is 
pointed in a safe direction.  This 
basic rule applies in the field, in a 
vehicle and in the home.

* When cleaning a firearm or 
putting it away for storage, double 

check to be sure it is completely 
unloaded.  Anytime you pick up 
a firearm, make it a habit to make 
sure it is unloaded before doing 
anything else.

* Keep fingers off the trigger 
and outside of the trigger guard 
whenever handling firearms in a 
situation where you do not intend 
to shoot.

* Store unloaded firearms and 
ammunition in separate and 
locked locations.

* Consider use of a lock to make 
your firearms inoperable while 
being stored or transported.

* Children and even adults are 
often curious about firearms, so 
make sure your firearms are inac-
cessible to persons who may be 
visiting your home.

* Discuss firearm safety with 
members of your household and 
set rules for firearm access and 
handling.  

Gifts of shotguns, rifles and 
handguns will be received dur-
ing the holiday season.  Be sure 
that anyone receiving these gifts 
understands and practices safe 
firearm handling.  A Hunter Edu-
cation class is an excellent way to 
acquaint a new hunter or shooter 
with firearm safety.

Additional tips and remind-
ers for safe firearm handling in 
the home are available from the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion’s Project ChildSafe http://
www.projectchildsafe.org/ .

For more information about 
Hunter Education, visit http://
www.wlf.louisiana.gov/hunting/
hunter-education or contact Fred 
Kimmel at 225-765-2355 or fkim-
mel@wlf.la.gov .

MICHIGAN
Two Managed Waterfowl 
Hunt Areas begin hunter 

self-registration
Two of Michigan’s Saginaw Bay-
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area Managed Waterfowl Hunt 
Areas - Nayanquing Point State 
Wildlife Area in Pinconning and 
Fish Point State Wildlife Area in 
Unionville - have shifted to self-
registration in lieu of managed 
draws for the remainder of the 
duck hunting season or until con-
ditions improve.

Cold temperatures and wide-
spread freezing on the hunt areas 
have resulted in fewer birds and 
low hunter turnout, prompting 
managers to move to a self-regis-
tration system. Self-registration at 
Nayanquing Point and Fish Point 
will continue until the end of the 
regular season Dec. 7 or until the 
water re-opens. Hunters should 
call ahead to Nayanquing Point 
at 989-697-5101 or Fish Point at 
989-674-2511 for the latest condi-
tions and to check the status of 
the draws.

Instead of participating in a 
drawing each morning or after-
noon, hunters will select zones on 
a first-come, first-served basis. A 
self-registration kiosk will be set 
up outside the hunt area office. A 
registration card with the names 
of all party members and the 
hunt zone selected must be filled 
out and submitted before going 
into the field. All other Managed 
Waterfowl Hunt Area rules apply, 
including hunt times.

Harsens Island Managed Water-
fowl Area at St. Clair Flats State 
Wildlife Area on Harsens Island, 
Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 
in Rockwood and Shiawassee Riv-
er State Game Area in St. Charles 
will continue to hold both morn-
ing and afternoon drawings for the 
remainder of the season.

Hunters can still earn punches 
and get punch cards and leg 
bands for the Wetland Wonders 
Challenge at hunt areas that have 
begun self-registration. Please call 
the headquarters at the Managed 
Waterfowl Hunt Area you plan to 
visit to arrange a time to obtain 
these items.

For 
more information on the Wetland 
Wonders Challenge, these and 
other Managed Waterfowl Hunt 
Areas and to learn about hunting 
conditions at each area, visit www.
michigan.gov/wetlandwonders.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/

dnr.

MINNESOTA
Start a new tradition: Late-
season pheasant hunting
An abundance of birds, lack of 

snow and higher late season bag 
limits are all good reasons why 
Minnesotans may want to try 
some late season pheasant hunt-
ing.

“Hunters are still flushing a lot 
of birds,” said Nicole Davros, a 
wildlife research scientist with the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources. “The season doesn’t 
end until Jan. 4 so there’s plenty of 
time to get outdoors and get into 
some good hunting.”

E v e n  t h o u g h  D e c e m b e r 

tends to be a busy time of year for 
many, perspective on the rush of 
life can be gained by getting away 
from it all, even briefly, Davros 
said.

“There are few better ways to 
take a break from eating cookies 
at holiday gatherings or buying 
presents than getting out into the 
fields to flush some birds,” Dav-
ros said. “Do it once and it may 
well become a welcome tradition 
around the holidays.”

The birds are out there, especial-
ly in the southwest, south-central 
and west-central regions of Min-
nesota. This year’s DNR roadside 
survey count of pheasants taken 
in August showed a six percent 
increase in the state’s pheasant 
population compared to last year, 
though long-term the trend in 
pheasant numbers is down.

“Even though pheasant num-
bers are down on a long-term 
scale, it’s important that people 
get out and experience pheas-
ants in their habitat, and for most 
people that means hunting them,” 
Davros said. “Once you see these 
birds out in the wild, it’s hard not 
to care about their plight, which 
represents the plight of all grass-
land wildlife and the health of 
their habitat in general.”

A small game license for Min-
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nesota residents age 18 and older 
is $22, and the required pheasant 
stamp is $7.50. Pheasant hunters 
age 16 to 17 must buy a $5 small 
game license but need not buy 
a pheasant stamp, and hunters 
under age 16 can hunt pheasants 
without a license.

Minnesota’s 2014 pheasant 
season started Oct. 11 and runs 
through Sunday, Jan. 4. Through 
the end of the season, the daily 
bag limit is three roosters and the 
possession limit is nine roosters. 
Shooting hours are 9 a.m. to sun-
set. Additional details are avail-
able on the DNR website.

DNR awards $5.7 million 
in habitat grants to 

conservation groups 
The Department of Natural 

Resources has awarded 46 con-
servation grants to various organi-
zations and entities for restoring, 
enhancing and protecting habitat 
in Minnesota.

This latest round of habitat 
funding comes from the agency’s 
Conservation Partners Legacy 
(CPL) grant program, which in the 
past six years has awarded more 
than $27 million to local, state, 
and federal nonprofit organiza-
tions and government entities for 
conservation projects.

The DNR recently received a 
record-high $8.9 million in grant 
requests from 71 applicants during 
round one of the application cycle. 
The DNR has funded $5.7 million 
of these requests.

“It’s rewarding to receive, re-
view and fund so many worthy 
habitat projects,” said Jessica Lee, 
DNR conservation grants coor-
dinator. “It’s our hope that con-
servation groups and others will 
continue to plan projects in the 
months ahead so they can apply 
when funds are available again.”

The DNR’s CPL program pro-
vides grants ranging from $5,000 
to $400,000 to conservation non-

profit organizations and govern-
mental units to help fund projects 
to restore, enhance, or protect fish 
and wildlife habitat in Minnesota.

The Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Council recommended 
the grant program, which was 
developed by the 2009 Minnesota 
Legislature. Funding has been pro-
vided annually from the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, which is part of 
the Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment and funded by a 
voter-approved statewide sales 
tax of three-eighths of 1 percent.

Round one included the tradi-
tional grant cycle, the new metro 
grant cycle, and the expedited 
grant cycle. The metro grant cycle 
will open for round two applica-
tions beginning Monday, Dec. 15. 
The expedited cycle is open con-
tinuously and will have up to five 
rounds depending on available 
funds. More information on the 
program’s grant cycles, and a com-
plete list of the most recent grant 
applications and past awarded 
projects are available online.

MISSOURI

MDC hosts prescribed fire 
workshop at Chillicothe
The Missouri Department of 

Conservation (MDC) will offer a 
workshop on using prescribed fire 
to improve grasslands and benefit 
wildlife habitat at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 31, at the Mildred Litton 
Community Center, 10780 LIV 
235, near Chillicothe. The work-
shop is free but pre-registration is 
required by Jan. 28.

Prescribed burns can improve 
grassland quality. Fire when used 
under carefully monitored condi-
tions and property safety tech-
niques can help control unwanted 
plant species in grasslands and 
boost forage. Prescribed burns 
can benefit native grasses and 
wildflower species in acreage en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program.

The workshop topics will in-
clude: planning a prescribed burn, 
benefits from burns, safety, proper 
equipment, fire behavior and his-
tory, and organizing burn teams or 
cooperatives for a neighborhood.

Educational materials, refresh-
ments and lunch will be provided. 

Photo by Jim Rathert
Courtesy Missouri Department of Conservation.
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To register, call 660-359-5685, ext. 
114, or 660-646-6220, ext. 116. The 
workshop is presented by MDC’s 
Private Land Services Division 
and Quail Forever.

If weather conditions are fa-
vorable, a prescribed fire burn 
demonstration will be held in the 
afternoon at the Poosey Conserva-
tion Area in northwest Livingston 
County. Those participating in the 
burn demonstration should wear 
leather boots and bring leather 
gloves.

For more information on MDC 
programs to assist farmers and 
boost nature on private lands, visit 
http://www.mdc.mo.gov. 

Habitat calendar has 12 
months of management 

tips
2015 Habitat Management Cal-

endar
The Quail and Habitat Manage-

ment 2015 Calendar has loads of 
helpful tips for landowners who 
want to encourage quail and other 
wildlife. 

Download: missouri_habitat_
management_calendar_10_2014_
cover.jpg

One challenge for busy land-
owners who want to increase 
quail and other grassland wild-
life is keeping track of seasonal 
management needs. When should 
you delay haying because chicks 
are hatching? When do you burn, 
plant, spray and disk? The an-
swers to those and many other 
questions about grassland wild-
life management are found in the 
Quail and Habitat Management 
2015 Calendar from the Missouri 
Department of Conservation.

The wall calendar has daily 
notes to help landowners meet 
their wildlife management goals. 
It notes key events, such as the 
start of quail nesting season, av-
erage dates of first and second 
brood hatches and other important 

milestones in the bobwhite quail’s 
year. Also included are reminders 
about the best times for manage-
ment activities, such as planting 
food plots and the last day for 
managing fields enrolled in the 
Conservation Reserve Program.

The calendar has tips for easy 
habitat creation, ranging from 
placing old Christmas trees near 
existing brush piles in January 
to sowing wildflower seeds atop 
newly fallen snow in December. 
Added features include are notes 
about forming a quail manage-
ment cooperative, quality deer 
management, prescribed burning, 
and additional sources of habitat 
management information.  Wild-
life illustrations by Conservation 
Department artists accompany 
each monthly page.

To receive a free copy of the cal-
endar, call the nearest Conserva-
tion Department office and ask to 
speak to a private land conserva-
tionist.

MONTANA
Ken Plourde Named as 
New Region 6 Upland 
Game Bird Specialist

Ken Plourde has been appointed 
as the new Region 6 upland game 

bird program habitat specialist for 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

Plourde, 23, is originally from 
New Boston, New Hampshire. 
He graduated in 2013 from the 
University of Montana with a B.S. 
degree in Wildlife Biology and 
most recently worked as a Block 
Management technician in the 
Culbertson and Froid areas. Prior 
to that, he was involved with nu-
merous wildlife-related field jobs, 
including sage grouse, waterfowl, 
shorebird, and bison projects.

Plourde’s main duties will in-
volve enhancing upland bird habi-
tats and populations primarily in 
Sheridan, Daniels, and Roosevelt 
counties. His responsibilities in-
clude working with private land-
owners, conservation groups, and 
governmental agencies to carryout 
habitat enhancement projects and 
public hunting opportunities. 
Typical projects include nesting 
cover enhancement, shelterbelts, 
food plots, and range management 
improvement projects. Plourde 
will also oversee the pheasant 
release program in his area.

“While working in Block Man-
agement and other jobs in Region 
6, I’ve grown to appreciate the 
people and landscape,” Plourde 
said. “It’s evident that there’s great 
interest in conservation, especially 

Photo by Department of Conservation
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of upland birds, in this area. I’m 
looking forward to working 
with landowners and sportsmen 
and women on conserving and 
improving upland game bird 
habitats.”

Plourde enjoys hunting, fish-
ing, and outdoor photography. 
He will be working out of his 
home office in Flaxville. If you 
have any questions about the 
upland bird program, please call 
him at 406-474-2244 or email to 
kplourde.fwp@gmail.com.

 

NEBRASKA
Target Shooting 

Prohibited at Three 
Lancaster County Public 

Hunting Areas
Three public hunting areas 

in Lancaster County are being 
permanently closed to target 
shooting.

As of Dec. 2, target shooting at 
Little Salt Creek Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA), Little Salt 
Creek West WMA and Helmuth 
Public Access Area is prohibited. 
Target shooting has been banned 
in these areas because safety con-
cerns.

Target shooters are encouraged 
to shoot at the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Outdoor Education 
Center at 4703 N. 44th St., Lincoln.

NEW MEXICO
Hunting Rules & 

Information booklet 
available on department’s 

new website
New Mexico Department 

of Game and Fish
Media contact: Lance Cherry, 

(505) 476-8003
Public contact: (888) 248-6866
lance.cherry@state.nm.us
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, 

DEC. 29, 2014:
HUNTING RULES & INFOR-

MATION BOOKLET AVAILABLE 
ON DEPARTMENT’S NEW WEB-
SITE

Rules and information about 
applying for licenses and hunting 
big-game, small game and turkeys 
in New Mexico are available now 
on the Department of Game and 
Fish’s redesigned website, www.
wildlife.state.nm.us.

The 2015-16 Hunting Rules and 
Information booklet includes all 
the information hunters need to 
apply for and purchase big-game 
and small-game hunting licenses 
and permits. Hunters are encour-
aged to review season dates, 
application deadlines and other 
information before applying for 
licenses or going afield.

The department will begin ac-

cepting online applications for 
2015-16 big-game and turkey 
licenses Jan. 7. Application dead-
lines are 5 p.m. Feb. 4 for special-
permit bear and turkey hunts, 
and 5 p.m. March 18 for deer, 
elk, pronghorn, bighorn sheep, 
Barbary sheep, ibex, oryx and 
javelina licenses.

Hunters will find navigating 
the department website much 
more user-friendly. The site has 
been reorganized and redesigned 
for easy access to online license 
sales and applications, hunting 
and fishing information, educa-
tion and off-highway vehicle 
programs, publications, news 
and other features.

The modern, searchable web-
site was created with users of 
smart phones and tablets in 
mind. Now, mobile devices will 
interface with the website with 
ease.
For more information about 

2015-16 hunting rules and infor-
mation, please call the depart-
ment’s toll-free information line, 
(888) 248-6866.

NORTH 
CAROLINA

Wildlife Commission 
Offers Waterfowl Hunting 

Opportunity for Youth
A special youth-only waterfowl 

hunt on Jan. 31 on Currituck 
Sound will be held for youth hunt-
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ers between 12-15 years old. 

The N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission has a limited number 
of permits remaining for a special 
youth-only waterfowl hunt on Jan. 
31 on Currituck Sound. 

The cost is $5 per youth hunter 
and the deadline to purchase a 
permit is close of business, Jan. 15. 
Permits can be purchased at any 
wildlife service agent location, on-
line, or by calling 1-888-248-6834. 

The hunt is for youth between 
12-15 years old. Youth hunters 
must hold hunter education cer-
tification to participate in this 
permit hunt. During the hunt, 
the youth must be accompanied 
by a licensed adult. The adult is 
not allowed to hunt and does not 
need a permit. Both the youth and 
accompanying adult must attend 
a mandatory orientation session 
on Jan. 30. 

“All participants are provided 
guidance and assistance every 
step of the way,” said BB Gillen, 
the Wildlife Commission’s out-
door skills coordinator. “Youth 
and adults always have fun and 
learn — and typically are success-
ful — at these events. This hunt 
in particular has been one of the 
most popular and successful wa-
terfowl hunts for youth in North 
Carolina.” 

The check-in, dinner, and orien-
tation will be held Jan. 30 — one 
day before the hunt — at the 
Hampton Lodge on Waterlily 
Road in Coinjock. The Currituck 
Waterfowl Association will pro-
vide boats, life vests, decoys and 
guides for the hunt. Youth hunters 
must bring their own shotguns 
and steel shot. 

“This is a unique opportunity 
for kids to experience an awesome 
waterfowl hunting tradition and 
meet an outstanding group of 
volunteers who will work hard to 
provide a good time and a good 
hunting experience,” Gillen said. 
“The Currituck Waterfowl Associ-
ation has been partnering with the 

Wildlife Commission for years to 
provide the guides, boats, decoys, 
staffing — the whole shooting 
match. I commend them for their 
outstanding conservation efforts.” 

For more information on this 
youth hunt, contact BB Gillen at 
bb.gillen@ncwildlife.org or 919-
218-3638. 

The Wildlife Commission pro-
vides permit hunting opportuni-
ties across the state. These hunts 
allow for managed participation, 
provide opportunities for special 
areas and include special hunting 
opportunities for youth and per-
sons with disabilities. 

NORTH DAKOTA
Hunting and Fishing 
Legislation on Web

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department will once again 
track hunting and fishing issues 
during the 2015 legislative session.

Interested outdoor enthusiasts 
can follow proposed outdoors-
related bills by logging onto the 

Game and Fish Department web-
site, gf.nd.gov.

A brief description of each bill 
will be included, along with the 
bill sponsor and hearing schedule. 
To view each bill in its entirety, 
click on the hot-linked bill number.

Tentative 2015 Season 
Opening Dates

To help North Dakota hunters 
prepare for hunting seasons in 
2015, the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department annually pro-
vides its best estimate for opening 
dates for the coming year.

Dates become official when ap-
proved by governor’s proclama-
tion. Tentative opening dates for 
2015 include:

 
Dove September 1
Sharptail, Hun, Ruffed Grouse 

September 12
Youth Waterfowl September 19
Early Resident Waterfowl Sep-

tember 26
Regular Waterfowl, Youth 

Pheasant October 3
Pheasant October 10

OHIO
ODNR Approves $2.8 
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Million in Grants to 
Enhance and Improve 
Outdoor Recreation 

Statewide
The Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources (ODNR) recently ap-
proved more than $2.8 million in 
NatureWorks state grants to assist 
communities across Ohio develop 
and improve public access to out-
door recreation facilities. 

“These grants will allow com-
munities to increase green space, 
update playground equipment 
and picnic areas, and spend time 
with their families, which helps 
improve the quality of life for 
everyone that calls our great state 
home,” said ODNR Director James 
Zehringer. 

In 2015, the ODNR Nature-
Works grant program will provide 
funding for 80 community-based 
projects to create and renovate 
parks and outdoor recreation ar-
eas. The grants will support the 
acquisition of more than 23 acres 
of green space, the development or 
improvement of 21 playgrounds, 
12 shelters and gazebos, seven 
park restrooms, two spray-splash 
pads, a skate park and dozens of 
other local improvement projects 
that will help make Ohio’s park 
infrastructure more enjoyable for 
all Ohioans. 

Go to http://ohiodnr.gov/por-
tals/parks/pdfs/about/grants/
natureworks/Nature-Works-
Awards-2014.pdf to learn more 
about the grant projects.

NatureWorks provides up to 75 
percent reimbursement assistance 
to local government subdivisions 
(i.e., townships, villages, cities, 
counties, park districts, joint rec-
reation districts and conservancy 
districts) for the acquisition, de-
velopment and rehabilitation of 
recreational areas. The projects are 
funded through the Ohio Parks 
and Natural Resources Bond 
Issue, which was approved by 
Ohio voters in November 1993. 

Additional legislation authorized 
the creation of the NatureWorks 
Grant Program. 

ODNR will accept new ap-
plications for the next round of 
NatureWorks funding until May 
1. Information about the Nature-
Works grants can be found at: 
ohiodnr.gov/realestate.

OKLAHOMA
State Quail Hunters Report 

Better Results This Year
After several years of disap-

pointment in the field for quail 
hunters, the 2014 season is prov-
ing to be one to remember. Several 
hunters have reported that quail 
populations seem to be improved, 
and they are having success find-
ing and harvesting bobwhites 
and scaled quail in some sections 
of Oklahoma. 

“It’s 100 percent better this 
year,” said hunter Lee Francis, 
president of Tulsa’s Tall Grass 
Heritage Chapter of Quail Forever. 
“It’s like a new day.”

Random surveys of quail hunt-
ers indicated they were finding 
several coveys of quail in the 
Panhandle, northwest and west-
central parts of the state. In the 
Panhandle and northwest areas, 
hunters reported moving an aver-
age of four coveys per day, with 
each covey containing an average 
of 13.5 birds. Hunters in the west-
central region reported moving an 
average of 3.6 coveys per day, with 
each covey containing an average 
of 13.5 birds. In the southwest 
region, hunters said they moved 
an average of two coveys per day, 
with an average of 11.8 birds per 
covey.

Several of the state’s avid quail 
hunters shared their perspectives 
on this year’s season so far:

*  Gordon Thomas: “Quail num-
bers are better they have been in 
a long time. Now we just need a 
little more moisture for the dogs 

to work.”
* Bobby Bell: “In the places I’ve 

been, I have seen five to 10 times 
the number of birds that we’ve had 
in previous years. I’ve seen eight 
to 10 coveys in areas where there 
was just one last year. Covey sizes 
are really good compared to last 
year, and there are plenty of young 
birds. It looks like they hatched out 
right up into September.”

* Joe Neal Hampton: “I’ve been 
half a dozen times this year, and 
it is definitely better than the last 
two years. In a spot that last year 
we were moving one to two cov-
eys, we are moving six to eight 
coveys this year. Covey sizes are 
a little bigger, and it looks like we 
had a late hatch this fall.”

Biologists and technicians 
with the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Wildlife Conservation-
also expressed optimism based on 
their observations in the western 
sections ofOklahoma after the 
opening weekend.

“Weather dictates ‘boom’ or 
‘bust’ reproductive summers, and 
also dictates how well hunters will 
do during the hunting season,” 
said Scott Cox, upland game biolo-
gist with the Wildlife Department.

“Quail thrive and have higher 
nesting success in wet and cool 
summers versus hot and dry sum-
mers. In wet and cool conditions, 
the production of insects is favor-
able along with nesting grasses 
and forbs.

“The much needed-rainfall 
helps in producing forbs with 
higher seed content and better 
insect numbers. Also, rainfall in 
the summer months makes such 
shrubs as sand plum, sumac, shin-
nery oak and wild rose healthier, 
to provide escape, thermal and 
loafing cover for birds during all 
seasons of the year.

“All these factors put together 
with the timely rains give us a 
boost in reproduction,” Cox said.

Francis, of Quail Forever, said he 
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went quail hunting in Ellis 
County a week into the sea-
son, and he moved about 10 
coveys each day. And those 
coveys were large, he said, 
with 20 or 30 birds in each. 
And while he didn’t man-
age to bag a daily limit of 
10 birds, several people in 
his hunting party did get 
their limits.

Francis said the quail 
numbers haven’t been as 
good as they are now since 
about 2005. “It looks like a 
real comeback.”

James Dietsch, found-
ing chairman of the Cen-
tral Oklahoma 89er Chap-
ter of Quail Forever, agreed 
that quail numbers are much bet-
ter this year, which shows how re-
silient the birds can be when they 
get favorable weather conditions 
in back-to-back years.

“I think the population is in pret-
ty good shape,” he said, but dry 
conditions remain in many parts of 
western and southwestern Okla-
homa. Dietsch expressed concern 
that if the drought continues the 
next few years, the state’s quail 
populations will again fall off.

“This year is a far cry from 
what we used to have,” he said. 
“Coveys are all a decent size,” 
having 15 or more birds in each 
covey this year compared to an 
average of six birds several years 
ago. On a recent hunting trip in 
northwestern Oklahoma, he man-
aged to move 11 coveys, several of 
them being scaled quail. But the 
scenting conditions for the hunt-
ing dogs were difficult, he said, 
so finding the singles had been 
tough to do.

Hunters should find some suc-
cess after some scouting, talking 
to the local folks and finding the 
habitat areas that are holding the 
birds. But bird hunters might have 
to work harder to find as much 
success in southwestern Okla-
homa.

Dietsch said one hunter who 
went to Sandy Sanders Wild-
life Management Area on opening 
day failed to see any quail.

Senior biologist Ron Smith, man-
ager of Sandy Sanders and Altus-
Lugert WMAs for the Wildlife De-
partment, said quail hunting 
success in the southwestern region 
has been highly variable. He’s 
heard of some hunters moving 
about a half-dozen coveys a day, 
while others have reported little 
success.

“Overall, there are birds, and it 
has improved over the last three 
or four years,” Smith said. How-
ever, hunting activity has been 
lower than he expected. Smith 
said he fielded quite a few phone 
calls from hunters interested in 
quail season in late October and 
early November, but he has not 
seen very many hunters on either 
WMA.

Smith said the drought is still 
affecting southwestern Oklahoma, 
and any continued precipitation 
would greatly benefit the region.

Quail hunting season will be 
open until Feb. 15, 2015, but sea-
sons on public lands may vary 
from statewide seasons. Residents 
and nonresidents are required 
to have an appropriate hunting 

license, and hunters must wear 
daylight fluorescent orange cloth-
ing when required. For details, 
consult the “Oklahoma Hunting” 
guide online atwildlifedepart-
ment.com or in print where hunt-
ing and fishing licenses are sold.

Bobwhite numbers appear to be 
healthier this year in many parts 
of Oklahoma, according to field 
reports from quail hunters. The 
state’s quail hunting season is un-
der way and will run through Feb. 
15.

OREGON
Pheasant hunting 

workshop Jan. 17 in 
Maupin

Join ODFW and Sage Canyon 
Outfitters for a pheasant hunting 
workshop in Maupin, Ore. on Jan. 
17 from 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

The workshop will be held at 
Sage Canyon Outfitters upland 
bird hunting preserve in Maupin. 

The morning session will be a 
shotgun skills training session 

 Photo By Larry Smith
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that includes a classroom session 
on firearm safety and time spent 
shooting clays with a coach to help 
improve shooting skills. In the 
afternoon, participants will head 
out for a real pheasant hunt with 
a trained dog and handler/guide 
provided by workshop organizers.

The workshop is open to all 
adults (age 18 and over) and 
perfect for new hunters or people 
that need to brush up on their 
upland bird hunting skills. ODFW 
provides all equipment including 
20-gauge shotguns and shells, 
hunter orange clothing and eye 
protection. 

“These workshops or perfect 
for beginners,” said Mark Newell, 
ODFW outdoor skills coordinator. 
“We provide all the equipment 
and a safe, fun environment.”

The cost is $52 and includes 
lunch. Participants also need a val-
id 2015 Oregon Hunting License, 
Upland Game Bird Validation and 
the free upland game bird HIP 
validation OR a hunting preserve 
permit. ODFW licenses and tags 
won’t be available for purchase at 
the event so buy in advance online 
or at a license sales agent or ODFW 
office that sells licenses.

For more information, contact 
Janice Copple or Mark Newell, 
tel. 503-947-6018 or 503-947-6019.

Keep your dog safe during 
trapping season 

With trapping seasons under-
way, ODFW reminds dog owners 
to be aware that there could be 
traps in areas where they walk 
or hike.

Traps may be present on public 
land, though state regulations re-
quire they be set a certain distance 
from designated trails and public 
use areas. Traps can also be set on 
private land by permission of the 
landowner.

Dogs running loose can be ac-
cidentally captured in legally 
set traps, causing injury or even 
death. To keep your dog safe dur-
ing trapping seasons, take the fol-
lowing steps:

* Keep your dog on a leash. 
* Or, keep your dog in sight and 

under voice command—don’t let 
your dog wander off, especially 
out of sight. 

* Keep your dog on designated 
trails and within designated public 
use areas. Traps must be set a cer-
tain distance away from these lo-
cations (more information below).

* Remember lures and baits used 
by trappers can attract dogs too 
(another reason to keep your dog 
under your control).

* Understand how to release a 
dog from a trap. Idaho Fish and 
Game (http://fishandgame.idaho.
gov/public/hunt/trappedPetBro-
chure.pdf) and Alaska Fish and 
Game (http://www.adfg.alaska.
gov/index.cfm?adfg=trapping.
sharing) have brochures and vid-
eos with detailed how-tos.

* Carry the appropriate tools (ca-
ble cutter and length of rope) to be 

prepared in case you need to 
release your dog from a trap or 
snare.

Furbearer regulations set re-
strictions on where trappers may 
set traps and snares on state and 
federal lands. Traps may not be set 
within 50 feet of any designated 
public trail or within 300 feet of 
any designated trailhead, public 
campground or picnic area. Also, 
killing traps with a jaw spread 
between 7.5 and 9 inches set on 
public land cannot be placed more 
than 50 feet from a permanent or 
seasonal water source.

It is illegal to disturb or remove 
the traps or snares of another 
person. Individuals that see traps 
they believe are illegally set should 
not disturb the trap, but contact 
Oregon State Police. OSP can 
identify the owner of a legally set 
trap through a unique branding 
number required on each trap.

Oregon has about 1,200 licensed 
trappers. Before becoming li-
censed, trappers in Oregon must 
pass an education course that 
deals with topics like wildlife 
identification, trapping ethics, 
and setting traps to catch target 

Photos from a previous pheasant hunting 
workshop in Maupin.


