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animal control and animal pro-
tection shelters. HB 5095 passed 
the House of Representatives, 
but both bills were ultimately 
held in the Senate Agriculture 
Committee. AKC GR issued a 
legislative alert, and worked 
with the Michigan Associa-
tion of Pure Bred Dogs, AKC’s 
Michigan federation, to address 
concerns with this measure.  

New Jersey – Senate Bill 
1804 and Assembly Bill 3445 
would permit pet owners to 
board public transportation 
with domesticated animals 
during emergency evacuations. 
The AKC applauds the New 
Jersey legislature’s efforts to 
protect the Garden State’s dogs 
– and owners who might other-
wise not evacuate a dangerous 
area – by providing the means 
by which responsible owners 
and their pets can escape areas 
of danger. The bills were signed 
into law on January 21. 

New York — Assembly Bill 
1204 / Senate Bill 2271 would 
have banned the practice of 
canine “devocalization”. The 
only exemptions would have 
been for instances when it is 
medically necessary to treat 
or relieve a physical illness or 
an abnormality causing pain 
or harm. Veterinarians who 
performed the procedure could 
have their license revoked. 
AKC GR issued legislative 
alerts and sent letters of concern 
on these bills.  A.1204 passed 
the Assembly, but both A.1204 
and S.2271 were held in the 
Senate Agriculture Committee.  

New York — Assembly 

Bill 3371 would have required 
all breeders to be licensed and 
inspected if they breed three 
or more animals a year “for 
profit”. AKC GR sent a mes-
sage opposing the definition 
of “breeder”, explaining that 
this would require people to 
open up their private homes for 
unannounced inspections. The 
bill was held in the Assembly 
Agriculture Committee. 

New York — Assembly Bill 
6368 / Senate Bill 7336 would 
have prevented any person 
from participating in a “circus” 
if they have had a USDA viola-
tion within the past two years. 
The definition of “circus” in-
cluded any event where an ani-
mal is trained to “perform some 
behavior or action”, unless the 
organization hosting the event 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organi-
zation. This would potentially 
have defined numerous AKC 
and AKC club events in New 
York State as “circuses” and 
could have subjected them to 
further regulation. The AKC 
sent a letter of opposition to 
this definition to the Assembly 
Economic Development Com-
mittee. A. 6368 was scheduled 
for a committee hearing on May 
28, but no action was taken. 
S 7336 was held in the Senate 
Consumer Protection Com-
mittee. 

New York — Assembly Bill 
7064 would have required any 
permanent structure where 
animals are kept to be equipped 
with a fire suppression system 
and an alarm system that di-
rectly connects to the local po-
lice and fire departments. AKC 

GR sent a letter of concern over 
the extensive unnecessary cost 
and burden this would place on 
animal owners. The bill had a 
public hearing in the Assembly 
Agriculture Committee, but 
was ultimately held. 

N e w  Yo r k  —  S e n a t e 
Bill 7684 / Assembly Bill 
8185 would increase the pen-
alty when someone deliber-
ately removes the collar or any 
form of identification from a 
companion animal without the 
owner’s permission. The bills 
also would increase the pen-
alty when someone entices or 
seizes a dog when it is properly 
identified, or transports a com-
panion animal for the purpose 
of killing or selling it without 
the owner’s express permis-
sion. The AKC supports these 
bills, which were signed by the 
governor on July 23 and take 
effect immediately.

New York – Montgomery 
County passed a bill that would 
have required licensing and 
inspections for anyone who 
breeds a dog.  The bill would 
also have developed a new 
oversight committee with no 
breeder input and a new cru-
elty registry for any violation 
of the cruelty or neglect laws.  
Any violation – regardless how 
minor- would have prevented 
owners from owning or keep-
ing a dog for 10 years.  The 
County Executive agreed to 
host a public meeting to hear 
concerns on the bill.  AKC is-
sued a legislative alert and two 
letters of concern to the county 
executive.  The bill was vetoed 
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and the county has agreed to 
work with AKC and local clubs 
and breeders to develop more 
effective policies.  

New York — A measure 
considered by the Suffolk 
County Legislature, as intro-
duced, would have created 
many new requirements on 
those who meet the state defi-
nition of “pet dealer” (those 
who sell or offer to sell 9 or 
more dogs a year. Those who 
raise 25 dogs or fewer in a year 
at their residence are exempt). 
The new regulations would 
have included preventing a 
dog from being sold, traded or 
given away prior to 14 weeks of 
age, unannounced inspections, 
and unclear and potentially 
problematic requirements for 
“primary enclosures”, which 
could possibly include some-
one’s home. Based on concerns 
raised by the AKC and local 
clubs, the sponsor created a task 
force to help develop amend-
ments. Amendments were 
made that changed the age of 
sale of a puppy to 8 weeks, 
modified size requirements 
for primary enclosures,  and 
prohibited pet dealers from ob-
taining animals from a breeder 
that has been cited for certain 
USDA violations. The amend-
ments would also require all 
pet dealers to provide a copy 
of their latest USDA inspection 
report. It is unclear how this 
would apply to breeders who 
are not licensed by USDA. This 
measure was approved by the 
Legislature with the changes 
requested by the AKC and lo-
cal clubs. 

North Carolina — Senate 
Bill 744, the Appropriations 
Act (the state budget) for 2014, 
passed the General Assembly 
without problematic amend-
ments initially approved by 
the House. The House amend-
ments would have transferred 
jurisdiction of the state’s Ani-
mal Welfare Act out of the state 
Department of Agriculture 
to the Department of Public 
Safety, and established vague 
new dog dealer definitions that 
would have required individu-
als who own more than 10 in-
tact female dogs to be licensed 
and regulated by the state as 
commercial “dog dealers”, 
regardless of actual breeding 
or commercial activity. It also 
would have transferred funds 
from the state’s spay/neuter 
program to set up a fund that 
would allow donations by pri-
vate groups to pay for kennel 
inspections required by the pro-
posed new regulations. These 
amendments were not included 
in the final budget that has been 
signed by the governor.  AKC 
GR encourages dog owners 
and breeders to contact key 
legislators and thank them for 
not allowing these problematic 
amendments to be included in 
the budget.

North Carolina — House 
Bill 930 would have defined 
“large commercial dog breed-
ing facilities” as individuals 
who own 10 or more intact 
females over the age of six 
months. It also would have 
established care and condi-
tions within criminal — rather 
than typical animal welfare — 

codes for this group. AKC GR 
expressed strong concern with 
the definition of commercial 
dog breeder. Senate leadership 
ultimately held the bill due to 
some tactics used by some of 
the bill’s supporters, AKC GR 
is conducting outreach with key 
officials to develop a long-term 
strategy for addressing these 
canine policy concerns in North 
Carolina.

Pennsylvania – The Phila-
delphia City Council proposed 
a measure that would have 
prohibited keeping a dog out-
side unless the temperature 
was between 32 and 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit – even if there was 
proper protection from the ele-
ments.  The AKC wrote a letter 
of concern stating that certain 
breeds thrive in temperatures 
outside this range, and that 
humidity and other factors can 
cause harm to the dog even in 
those temperature ranges.  The 
council amended the proposal 
to state that dogs may not be 
left outdoors if there is an ex-
treme heat or cold emergency 
declared, unless the dog has 
access to proper shelter and 
protection from the weather. 

Rhode Island — House Bill 
7198 sought to roll back some of 
the state’s protections against 
local breed-specific legislation 
that were enacted in 2013 by 
permitting localities to mandate 
spay/neuter requirements on 
specific breeds. AKC GR issued 
a legislative alert and wrote a 
letter in opposition to the bill. 
Upon its consideration of the 
bill on February 6, the House 
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Municipal Government Com-
mittee recommended that the 
bill be held for further study. 
The legislature adjourned with-
out taking further action on 
this bill. 

Rhode Island — Like HB 
7198, House Bill 7630 also 
seeks to roll back some of the 
state’s protections against lo-
cal breed-specific legislation by 
specifically allowing the City of 
Warwick to enact ordinances to 
require the spaying/neutering 
of “pit bulls” and Staffordshire 
Bull Terriers. AKC GR issued a 
legislative alert opposing HB 
7630 and wrote the committee 
urging opposition to the bill. 
The bill was considered on 
March 20, by the House Munici-
pal Government Committee, 
which recommended that the 
bill be held for further study.  
The bill did not advance this 
session.  

Rhode Island — House Bill 
8205 seeks to limit all Rhode 
Island dog owners from own-
ing or harboring any dog six 
months of age and older that has 
not been spayed or neutered. To 
be excepted from the manda-
tory spay/neuter requirement, 
individuals would be required 
to purchase an annual “intact” 
dog permit costing $100 per 
dog. AKC GR issued a legisla-
tive alert, wrote a letter in op-
position to the bill, and worked 
with resident dog breeders and 
owners to oppose the bill.  The 
House Health, Education, and 
Welfare Committee held the 
bill for further study.  A special 
legislative commission was cre-

ated to further look at this issue, 
and AKC GR will be closely 
following this commission and 
any recommendations that may 
be proposed.

South Dakota – Senate Bill 
75 prohibits local governments 
from enacting, maintaining, or 
enforcing breed-specific laws. 
AKC GR sent letters and issued 
Legislative Alerts in support 
of this measure. The bill was 
signed by Governor Daugaard 
on March 13, 2014.

Tennessee – House Bill 621 
/ Senate Bill 865, which carried 
over from the 2013 session, 
would have enacted vague 
and unreasonable definitions 
of “dangerous” and “vicious” 
dogs and required owners of 
dogs so designated to carry spe-
cial insurance. AKC GR issued 
legislative alerts and letters of 
opposition. HB 621 was taken 
off notice in committee in 2013 
and withdrawn in 2014.

Tennessee – House Bill 2385 
/ Senate Bill 2468 sought to de-
lete a provision that terminates 
the Commercial Breeder Act on 
June 30, 2014. SB 2468 failed in 
the Senate Energy, Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, and therefore the Ten-
nessee Commercial Breeder 
Act will end on June 30. The 
Act, which went into effect 
January 1, 2010, cost taxpayers 
more than $1 million to regulate 
approximately 20 commercial 
breeders. Dog breeders and 
owners will continue to be sub-
ject to Tennessee’s animal cru-
elty laws which make it a crime 

to fail to provide food, water, 
care or shelter for an animal or 
to transport or confine an ani-
mal in a cruel manner. AKC GR 
issued several legislative and 
informational alerts on the bills.

Utah – House Bill 97 prohib-
its municipalities from adopt-
ing or enforcing any breed-spe-
cific rule, regulation, policy or 
ordinance. It further states that 
any current breed-specific rule 
or policy in the state is void. 
AKC GR sent letters and Leg-
islative Alerts in support of the 
measure. The bill was signed 
by the Governor and goes into 
effect on January 1, 2015.

Vermont – Under original 
Vermont law, when some-
one was charged with animal 
cruelty, a prosecutor was per-
mitted to bring an additional 
civil proceeding to determine 
whether the defendant should 
continue to own animals; and 
was required to prove by “clear 
and convincing evidence” that 
the defendant should not. How-
ever, as introduced, Senate Bill 
237 would have mandated a 
civil proceeding and would 
have lowered the burden of 
proof to a “preponderance of 
the evidence.” The bill did not 
provide for a right to appeal 
before property rights were ex-
tinguished, and did not protect 
the rights of non-possessory 
co-owners to be permitted to 
take possession of the dogs 
should the defendant be or-
dered to forfeit ownership. In 
light of several high-profile cas-
es where animals were seized 
after defendants were charged 
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with, but ultimately not found 
guilty of, animal cruelty and 
in which animals were per-
manently altered or sold, the 
AKC, joined by the Vermont 
Federation of Dog Clubs, ex-
pressed concern that SB 237 
was a dangerous proposition 
for Vermont residents. The bill 
was subsequently amended to 
address concerns, has passed 
the Vermont House and Senate, 
and awaits Governor Shumlin’s 
signature.

The Five Rules of 
Trick Training

Whether you’re teaching 
your puppy the basics, train-
ing your dog for an obedience 
competition, or adding to your 
dog’s bag of tricks, follow these 
five rules. 

First and foremost, make 
sure that your dog is in good 
physical shape and has no is-
sues that would cause him to 
be injured before attempting to 
train any new tricks. If you’re 
unsure, consult with your vet. 

To get the most out of your 
sessions, make sure your dog is 
hungry and bored before train-
ing. That way, he’ll be more into 
you and the food. For non–food 
oriented dogs, use a toy that 
only shows up during your 

training  sessions.

Be fast! Reward immedi-
ately when the dog does what 
you’re looking for. If you’re 
too slow, you’ll miss the op-
portunity to mark the correct 
behavior.

Wait to use a cue word un-
til your dog is doing the exact 
behavior you want. Otherwise 
you’ll be labeling incomplete 
learning and confusing your 
dog as to what the command 
actually means. Until that 
point, use a marker word such 
as “Yes” to mean “You did it 
right and food is coming.” 

Reps count. When teaching 
my dogs a new trick, I do 5–10 
reps before moving to the next 
progression. 
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

Comedian Bill Engvall to 
Perform at SHOT Show 

State of the Industry 
Dinner

He’s a hunter. He’s a target 
shooter. He’s one of the top 
comedians in America today 
— and among the busiest. He’ll 
also be our 2015 SHOT Show 
State of the Industry featured 
entertainer.

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation is pleased 
to announce that comedian 
Bill Engvall will perform at the 
SHOT Show’s annual State of 
the Industry Dinner, set for Jan. 
20, the first evening of the show 
in Las Vegas.

Engvall has starred in nu-
merous television shows, in-
cluding solo specials, and ap-
peared in several feature films. 
He is perhaps best known as 
part of the enormously suc-
cessful Blue Collar Comedy 
concert films, which have sold 
more than 9 million units and 
are some of the most watched 
movies and special in Comedy 
Central history. The soundtrack 
for Blue Collar Comedy Tour 
— One For The Road (War-
ner Bros./Jack Records) was 
also nominated for a Grammy 
Award. This fall, he appeared 
on the top TV hit, “Dancing 
with the Stars.”

“We are extremely hap-
py that  Bi l l  Engval l  has 

agreed to perform at the SHOT 
Show’s State of the Industry 
Dinner,” said NSSF President 
Steve Sanetti. “Bill has been 
at the SHOT Show before and 
proudly supports America’s 
hunting and recreational shoot-
ing traditions, so he knows 
that a full house will warmly 
welcome him.”

The largest trade show of 
its kind in the world and the 
fifth largest trade show in Las 
Vegas, the SHOT Show features 
more than 1,600 exhibitors 

filling booth space covering 
630,000 net square feet. The 
show, which is a trade-only 
event, attracts more than 65,000 
industry professionals from all 
50 states and 100 countries.

Attendance at the SHOT 
Show is restricted to profession-
als in the shooting, hunting and 
outdoor industry. The show is 
not open to the public.
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2015 Promises a Banner 
Year for the Second 

Amendment, But With 
Challenges

By Larry Keane 

Overall, 2014 was a very 
good year for our Second 
Amendment rights.

The Gallup organization 
released a poll in October that 
found the lowest levels in its 
ongoing public opinion survey 
history in favor of enacting 
stricter gun laws.  A little 
over a month later, the 
Pew Research Center 
found in a survey that 
there is increasing pub-
lic support for gun own-
ership, with 52 percent 
of Americans report-
ing that it is important 
to protect our Second 
Amendment rights.

To finish out the 
year, there was a signifi-
cant increase in firearms 
sales during the month 
of December, which 
built upon November’s 
record numbers. On 
Black Friday, one of the 
busiest shopping days 
of the year, the FBI’s Na-
tional Instant Criminal 
Background Check Sys-
tem (NICS) processed 
more than 175,000 back-
ground checks, which is 
a record-setting figure 
that averages to about three per 
second.

And, even more interest-
ingly, public support for the 
Second Amendment flourished 

despite gun control groups’ in-
tense spending during the 2014 
mid-term elections.  Former 
New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg spent at least $40 
million this election cycle. For-
mer Congresswoman Gabby 
Giffords’ group Americans for 
Responsible Solutions spent 
$10.6 million but lost half of the 
races it supported, including 
the one for Giffords’ old seat 
, in which  the group spent $2 
million.

However, the question re-
mains – will this support con-
tinue to grow in 2015? The 
opposition is formidable and 
Bloomberg will not be backing 

down. As has been discussed 
before, he plans to refocus his 
efforts in the states because 
he believes that is where he 
will get the most bang for his 
buck. Bloomberg’s phalanx of 
paid lobbyists is already push-
ing anti-gun bills in a dozen 
state capitals, with more still 
to come.

While there are obstacles, 
there are also opportunities 
to set a precedent for rolling 
back ill-advised and infective 

laws that Bloomberg 
has previously helped 
pushed into enact-
ment with his billions. 
In 2013, at the urging 
of Mayor Bloomberg, 
the Colorado legisla-
ture passed gun control 
legislation that was a 
complete waste of time 
and effort. Colorado 
citizens rebelled, recall-
ing two state senators, 
and forcing a third to 
resign.  Over the past 
year, Governor John 
Hickenlooper distanced 
himself from the legis-
lation, claiming that a 
staffer made him sign 
it. Now, some Colo-
rado legislators have 
introduced legislation 
to repeal the laws.

What will 2015 hold 
for our Second Amend-
ment rights?  If 2014 is 

any indication, lawmakers are 
seeing the same signs we do to 
indicate that restricting Second 
Amendment rights is not only 
bad policy, but bad politics as 
well.
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State News

ALASKA
Subcontractor Convicted, 

Fined $1,000 for Illegal 
Dumping on State Game 

Refuge
A Wasilla subcontractor has 

discovered that laws protecting 
Alaska wildlife refuges from il-
legal dumping are taken seriously 
and that the state will pursue and 
prosecute those who dump trash 
in or vandalize infrastructure on 
public lands.

Ian Beall, 20, pleaded guilty in 
Anchorage district court on De-
cember 22, 2014, to dumping a 
large amount of trash – including 
discarded roofing materials – in 
the recently cleaned-up Goose Bay 
State Game Refuge southwest of 
Wasilla. He was sentenced to pay 
a $1,000 fine and serve 20 hours 
of community service picking up 
trash in Goose Bay and the nearby 
Palmer Hay Flats state game ref-
uges.

The Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game recently spent more 
than $100,000 cleaning up the 
Goose Bay refuge and fixing its 
roads, parking areas and trails. 
Since 2010, more than 100 tons of 
refuse have been removed includ-
ing junk cars, hazardous materials 
and discarded household appli-
ances.

Beall was tracked down and 
charged by Alaska Wildlife Troop-
ers in early November through 
evidence gathered and provided 
by refuge staff.

“The Wildlife Troopers enthu-
siastically jumped right on this,” 
said Joe Meehan, Fish and Game’s 
Lands and Refuge Program coor-
dinator. He also praised refuge 
staff for conducting surveillance 
and assisting in the investigation.

Located at the end of Knik-
Goose Bay Road southwest of 
Wasilla, Goose Bay is bordered 
to the south by Knik Arm and 
to the north and west by Point 
MacKenzie Road. Previously the 
location of a Nike Missile site that 
was eventually abandoned, the 
refuge’s road entrance received 
decades of abuse including vehicle 
burning, dumping, unregulated 
target shooting, and vandalism. In 
recent years, the entrance has been 
cleaned up by the department and 
its partners and is now a popular 
destination for hunters, birders 
and other outdoor recreationists.

“With help from the Alaska 
National Guard and volunteers, 
we’ve removed 107 tons of trash, 
including about 75 vehicles, 40 
car batteries and other hazardous 
materials from Goose Bay,” said 
Meehan. In addition to improving 
road access and parking, recent 
cleanup efforts have aimed to 
mitigate lead deposits that remain 
in the refuge from years of target 
shooting.

Meehan was disappointed, but 
not surprised when the heaps 
of roofing materials and, more 
recently, a discarded dryer and 
washing machine were found 
dumped in the refuge parking 
area.

“It takes months and years to 
change the ‘culture of use’ of an 
area,” said Meehan, “but we’ll 
get there.”

Meanwhile, costs associated 
with cleaning up illegally dumped 
trash and repairing vandalism 
take away from funds available 
for improvements that would oth-
erwise benefit refuge users.

Discarded construction materi-
als and other refuse statewide 

should be deposited at local or 
borough landfills or refuse transfer 
sites. Wasilla and Palmer area resi-
dents can dispose of solid waste 
at Central Landfill (861-7600 or 
http://www.matsugov.us/pub-
licworks/solid-waste) located off 
the Palmer-Wasilla Highway at 
1201 N. 49th State Street.

Lower 48 Avian Flu 
Discoveries Unlikely to 
Affect Alaska Waterfowl 

Hunters
Avian influenza has been con-

firmed recently in wild birds in 
northwestern Washington and 
southwestern Oregon, but risks 
are negligible to waterfowl and 
waterfowl hunters in Alaska 
where hunting seasons remain 
open in some regions. 

“This is primarily a waterfowl 
issue in Washington and Oregon, 
but can be a threat to domestic 
poultry,” said Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game Wildlife Vet-
erinarian Dr. Kimberlee Beckmen. 
“It’s unlikely to pose any threat to 
Alaska’s waterfowl populations 
and these strains have never been 
found to infect humans.” 

Two strains of highly pathogenic 
H5 virus – H5N2 and H5N8 – 
were found earlier this month in 
Whatcom County, Washington. 
The H5N2 strain was confirmed 
in a northern pintail duck, while 
the H5N8 virus was verified in a 
captive gyrfalcon that had been 
fed hunter-killed wild birds. In 
Winston, Oregon, the H5N8 avian 
influenza was identified in a small 
backyard poultry flock that had 
open access to a pond and marsh 
that wild waterfowl commonly 
use. 

“The term ‘highly pathogenic’ 
means it is highly pathogenic to 
domestic poultry and says noth-
ing about its potential impacts on 
wild birds or pets or humans,” 
said Dr. Beckmen. Outbreaks of 
H5N8 have occurred in domestic 
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fowl across Europe and Asia over 
the last year with no associated 
cases in humans. 

Avian flu concerns have prompt-
ed increased surveillance of wild 
birds in Alaska in the past. Be-
tween 2006 and 2010, nearly 57,000 
birds were tested for H5N1, and 
none tested positive for the virus. 
The Alaska Departments of Fish 
and Game, Environmental Con-
servation, and the U.S. Geological 
Survey are performing surveil-
lance testing for avian influenza. 

“Neither H5N2 nor H5N8 have 
been found in Alaska,” said DEC 
State Veterinarian Dr. Bob Gerlach. 

Alaska waterfowl hunting sea-
sons remain open through Decem-
ber 31 in Southeast and through 
January 22, 2015, around Kodiak 
Island and the Aleutian Chain. 
While no public health concerns 
have been associated with either 
H5N2 or H5N8 avian influenza 
strains, these cases serve as re-
minders that wildlife can carry 
pathogens of many kinds. As 
always, Alaska hunters should 
practice routine hygiene when 
handling, cleaning and cooking 
wild game. The Department of 
Fish and Game recommends the 
following: 

* Do not handle or eat obviously 
sick game. 

* Wear rubber or disposable latex 
gloves while handling and clean-
ing game. 

* Wash hands and thoroughly 
clean knives, equipment and sur-
faces that come into contact with 
game. 

* Do not eat, drink or smoke 
while handling animals. 

* All game should be thoroughly 
cooked (meat internal temperature 
of 165 °F). 

Poultry owners can protect back-
yard flocks by taking measures 
to prevent them from interacting 
with wild birds. Neither H5N2 
nor H5N8 have been found in any 
commercial poultry flocks. 

Dead or sick domestic birds 
should be reported to the DEC at 
(907) 375-8215; for more informa-
tion, contact Dr. Bob Gerlach bob.
gerlach@alaska.gov in Anchor-
age at 375-8214. Dead or sick 
wild birds should be reported to 
ADF&G Wildlife Health and Dis-
ease Surveillance Program, phone: 
(907) 328-8354, email: dfg.dwc.
vet@alaska.gov; or to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Avian Disease 
Hotline at 1-866-527-3358. 

DNR, Fish and Game 
Commissioners Appointed

Governor Walker is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Sam 
Cotten as Acting Fishing & Game 
Commissioner.

“Sam has a long history of public 
service in Alaska,” Walker said. 
“I’m confident his strong fisheries 
background and legislative expe-
rience will guide us through this 
critical transition period. I thank 
Sam for coming out of retirement 
to answer the call to serve his 
state.”

Cotten is among those being 
considered for a permanent com-
missioner appointment.

Cotten has served on a number 
of boards, including North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council, 
Alaska Commercial Fishing and 
Agriculture Bank, Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute committees, 
International Pacific Fisheries 
Commission Advisor and Cook 
Inlet Aquaculture Association. He 
also has been an advisor in fisher-
ies negotiations between the U.S. 
and USSR.

Cotten served for 16 years in 
both chambers of the Alaska State 
Legislature. From 1989 -1990, he 
served as House Speaker. Cotten 
is a U.S. Navy veteran who served 
two tours in Vietnam. He is a life-
long Alaskan, born in Juneau. He 
lives in Eagle River.

Governor Walker is also pleased 
to announce the appointment of 

Marty Rutherford as Department 
of Natural Resources Deputy 
Commissioner.

“Marty is a natural fit for this 
position,” Walker said. “I know 
and trust Marty. She will hit the 
ground running and do an out-
standing job.”

Rutherford most recently served 
as special projects manager for 
LINC ENERGY, and has 19 years 
of state government experience, 
including her time at DNR deputy 
commissioner under the Palin ad-
ministration.

ARIZONA
Public input sought on 

game management hunt 
guidelines

The Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment is accepting comments 
on improving the hunt guide-
lines to continue the sustainable 
management of the state’s game 
animals, while providing as much 
hunting recreation as possible. 

Comments on the existing hunt 
guidelines may be submitted 
through Feb. 15, 2015, either by e-
mail to azgamebranch@azgfd.gov, 
or by mail to Hunt Guidelines, 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, 
Phoenix, AZ 85086.

“This is the public’s opportunity 
to get involved in the nuts and 
bolts of this bi-annual process,” 
said Big Game Management Su-
pervisor Amber Munig. “We are 
seeking your ideas, comments, 
concerns, or observations on how 
to meet the many demands by our 
varied hunting public, as well as 
fostering new opportunities for 
continuing our hunting heritage 
for future generations.”

The hunt guidelines provide the 
biological and social parameters 
that make up the “recipes” used 
by wildlife managers to formulate 
the annual hunt recommendations 
(season structures, season lengths, 
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season dates, permits allocated, 
etc.) and results in the hunts in 
which sportsmen, women and 
children participate.

However, wildlife biologists 
note that while wildlife is held 
in the public’s trust, and hunting 
opportunity is important, using 
science-based principles in shap-
ing the guideline process remains 
paramount to assure healthy, 
sustainable, and diverse wildlife 
populations in perpetuity.

After all the comments are re-
ceived, reviewed and processed, 
the department will host public 
meetings across the state to pres-
ent the proposed revisions, answer 
questions, and collect any further 
public input. A final draft will 
then be prepared and posted on 
the department’s website prior 
to being presented to the Arizona 
Game and Fish Commission in 
September.

The existing hunt guidelines, as 
well as information on the hunt 
guidelines process, can be found 
at www.azgfd.gov/huntguide-
lines.

ARKANSAS
Pieces coming together for 

duck hunters
Duck hunting conditions have 

improved dramatically in Arkan-
sas, and the coming days are shap-
ing up to be some of the best duck 
hunting conditions of the season.

Several inches of rain fell across 
many areas of the state this past 
weekend, providing additional 
waterfowl habitat and inundat-
ing more ground on many of the 
state’s wildlife management areas. 
Combined with a blast of Arctic 
air that’s moving across the state 
today, conditions over the next 
several days have the potential 
of providing some of the season’s 
most promising hunting condi-
tions.

After remaining mostly dry 

throughout much of the year, 
several of the state’s more popular 
public hunting areas are now at 
or near full flood pool, including 
Bayou Meto WMA. Addition-
ally, public hunting opportunities 
along eastern Arkansas rivers is 
increasing. The White River was 
at 19.4 feet earlier today on the 
Clarendon gauge, and is projected 
to reach near 24 feet this weekend. 
The Cache River at Patterson 
gauge is above flood stage and is 
expected to crest at around 10 feet 
this weekend.

The coldest air of the season 
will grip Arkansas for the next 
several days, with lows  Thursday 
morning in the single digits across 
northern portions of the state and 
in the teens elsewhere. The combi-
nation of flooded bottomlands, ad-
ditional sheet water in agricultural 
fields and the frigid temperatures 
typically bode well for Arkansas 
duck hunting.

Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission biologists are conducting 
the Midwinter Aerial Waterfowl 
survey this week, and results of 
the count should be available for 
next week’s waterfowl report.

COLORADO
High Plains Snow Goose 

Festival announces 
keynote entertainer

Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the 
Lamar Chamber of Commerce, the 
Kiowa County Economic Develop-
ment and Canyons and Plains are 
excited to host Jim Pfitzer as the 
speaker, entertainer and guide for 
the 13th Annual High Plains Snow 
Goose & Heritage History Festival 
that will be held February 20-22, in 
Lamar, Colorado.

Jim Pfitzer is best known for his 
nature-based personal tales rang-
ing from too-close-for-comfort 
black bear encounters, to the sig-
nificance of sweet tea in southern 
society. His work has been called 
“avant-garde and old fashioned at 

the same time.”  His latest work, 
Aldo Leopold - A Standard of 
Change www.astandardofchange.
com, takes Jim out of his usual role 
as storyteller, casting him for the 
first time as playwright and actor. 
A Standard of Change explores the 
influences and challenges that led 
Aldo Leopold to penning some of 
the most important essays in his 
book, A Sand County Almanac. 
Get acquainted with Jim and visit 
www.astandardofchange.com.

The three-day festival offers a va-
riety of programs, field trips, and 
seminars that celebrate birding, 
watchable wildlife and historical 
heritage in Southeastern Colorado. 
Tour Two Buttes Reservoir, John 
Martin Reservoir, and Picture and 
Carrizo Canyons, south of Lamar. 
You can even have breakfast with 
the Raptors!

“This festival is an opportunity 
for the folks who live in Southeast 
Colorado to be a tourist in their 
own community! We love to show 
off our region, but it’s not only for 
the visitors, “Pat Palmer, History 
Buff and Coordinator of the event, 
said. “In addition to bird watch-
ing, people can tour beautiful 
historical sites, sample authentic 
Dutch Oven cooking, listen to the 
magnificent native American flute 
and guitar music of Lex Nichols 
and take a wagon ride”, Palmer 
added.

Participants can watch approxi-
mately 30,000 geese take off from 
local reservoirs and fly to their 
feeding grounds. Flocks number-
ing in the tens of thousands make 
for an impressive sight. Hundreds 
of bird species migrate through 
Southeastern Colorado each year, 
but the migration of snow geese is 
by far the most dramatic.

Event registration is free, how-
ever field trips range from $10 to 
$50, depending on the length of 
the program and if meals are pro-
vided. Numerous programs are 
also offered at no charge.

Stay up to date by visiting the 
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High Plains Snow Goose Fes-
tival  Facebook page. For more 
information about the High Plains 
Snow Goose & Heritage History 
Festival go to  www.highplains-
snowgoose.com.

IDAHO
New year requires new 

hunting and fishing 
licenses in idaho

Each of the 50 states has its own 
licensing system for hunting and 
fishing. Unlike Idaho, many states 
have hunting and fishing licenses 
that expire on dates other than 
December 31. 

My ‘14 Non-resident Washing-
ton fishing license’ is valid for 
fishing in the state of Washington 
from April 1, 2014 through March 
31, 2015. I hope to find an opportu-
nity to head that way to fish Lake 
Roosevelt again with that license 
before it expires next March. 

Idaho hunting and fishing li-
censes are sold on a calendar 
year basis. A new license must be 
purchased to hunt or fish in Idaho 
beginning January 1.

I once checked an angler in Ida-
ho on the Memorial Day weekend. 
He had a license for the prior year. 
He said that he had purchased it 
in September and that it was valid 
for a year…like a vehicle license 
plate. Unfortunately, that wasn’t 
the case.

I almost forgot to purchase new 
licenses on January 1 for my sons 
a few years ago. A co-worker was 
taking his family ice fishing on 
Cocolalla Lake on January 1, and 
he invited us to go along. I already 
had purchased my sportsman’s 
package that includes hunting 
and fishing licenses. They go on 
sale every December 1 for the fol-
lowing year but they are not valid 
until January 1.

As we approached Westmond, 
I asked my sons if they had re-
membered to bring their licenses. 

They said they had them in their 
wallets. While I was pleased that 
they had remembered, it was at 
that point that I realized the year 
had ended and they needed new 
ones . . . beginning that very day. 
Their licenses had expired eight 
hours ago.

Lucky for us, the Westmond 
Store, just across the road from 
Cocolalla Lake, is a license vendor. 
I was able to purchase licenses 
and we were able to go fishing 
without the need to drive all the 
way to Sandpoint to buy the boys’ 
licenses.

Idaho now offers three year 
combination (hunting and fish-
ing) licenses. These are also valid 
on a calendar year basis, but they 
are good until December 31 of the 
third year. Should a person forget 
they have a three year license and 
attempt to buy a license before 
the original expires, the computer 
system will indicate that a valid 
license has already been issued.

There is one license issued by 
Idaho Fish and Game that comes 
to mind that is not sold on a 
calendar year basis. Idaho trap-
ping licenses are valid from July 
1through the following June 30. 
This is because trapping seasons 
generally begin in the fall and end 
in the late winter. Federal duck 
stamps are also valid from July 
1-June 30 for the same reason.

Idaho resident hunting licenses 
for a calendar year cost $12.75 
and fishing licenses cost $25.75. 
The three year combination hunt-
ing and fishing license is $97.00. 
Junior and Senior prices cost even 
less. Resident licenses have not 
increased in price in a decade. One 
nice dinner, a day on the slopes, a 
movie and popcorn, or a ball game 
are each likely to cost more than a 
year of hunting or fishing in the 
great outdoors of Idaho.

For information on licenses and 
to purchase online, go to http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/
licenses/ 

Public’s help sought in 
swan poaching case

Fish and Game is asking the 
public for information regard-
ing the poaching of a trumpeter 
swan on the Boise River just east 
of Middleton. The swan appeared 
to have been killed on or about 
December 26th.

Citizens Against Poaching 
(CAP) is offering a reward for 
information in the case and callers 
can remain anonymous. Contact 
CAP at 1-800-632-5999 twenty-
four hours a day.

At more than 20 pounds, and 
with a wingspan of eight feet, the 
trumpeter swan is the largest wa-
terfowl in North America and the 
largest swan in the world. There is 
no hunting season for trumpeter 
swans in Idaho.

The juvenile swan was discov-
ered along the Boise River just 
upstream from the Lansing Lane 
Sportsman’s Access area on the 
afternoon of December 26th. A 
waterfowl hunter called into the 
CAP hotline to report the find.

Fish and Game conservation 
officer Matt O’Connell collected 
evidence at the scene, but hopes 
to learn more about the case from 
others who have knowledge of 
the poaching incident. “I am very 
interested in visiting with anyone 
who has information regarding 
this poached swan,” O’Connell 
stated.

This case is eerily similar to an-
other trumpeter swan poaching 
case that occurred near the Boise 
River just east of Middleton in 
early 2013. In that case, several 
witnesses provided key informa-
tion that led to the prosecution of 
the four swan poachers and a sub-
stantial reward for the witnesses.

In addition to the CAP hotline, 
persons may also contact their 
local Fish and Game office with 
information regarding this case.


