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Puppy Training

A professional horse 
trainer once related 
to a group of semi-

nar attendees that if the horse 
was not behaving correctly 
on the trail the culprit could 
usually be found in the earlier 
foundational training. I believe 
the same truth applies to our 
hunting dogs also. If the dog is 
not exhibiting the desired be-
haviors in the hunting arena the 
solution is more 
often than not to 
revisit the foun-
dational training 
in the classroom.

F o r  m a n y 
owners the neces-
sary foundation-
al training that 
should initially 
take place in yard 
training has not 
been completed. 
It is more fun to 
go to the field 
and shoot birds 
than to perform 
the numbers of 
consistent repetitions it takes 
to lay a proper foundation in 
the classroom that can be built 
upon in the field. Revisiting the 
obedience commands in yard 
training pays mega rewards for 

the more advanced dog also. 
Consistent repetitions followed 
by positive reinforcements 
strengthen behaviors. Lack 
of positive reinforcements for 
the desired behavior and lack 
of negative reinforcements for 
unwanted behaviors result in 
a dog that that is not reliable.

Besides being downright 
unfair to the dog, ill-timed cor-
rections lead to an unwilling 

canine student that does not 
perceive learning as fun. If a 
child is constantly afraid of be-
ing beaten up and having his 
lunch money taken by bullies 
it will be difficult to concen-

trate on the teacher’s lesson at 
hand. As the adage goes, “You 
can lead a horse to water, but 
you can’t make it drink,” and 
the same is true when it comes 
to dog training. You can drag a 
dog into the classroom but you 
can’t make it learn if the dog is 
apprehensive about new situa-
tions and new learning. 

The classroom should be 
a fun place for the dog to go 
and he should look forward to 
learning new tasks. If he is con-
stantly thrashed and corrected 
in yard training the dog will 
look for escape hatches (flight, 
fight, freeze, or fakery) to not 
have to do. The bible rule in dog 
training is “Never correct a dog 
if he does not understand why 
he is being corrected.” The dog 
must first be taught what the 

command 
means be-
fore being 
corrected 
f o r  n o t 
c o m p l y -
ing to the 
command. 
New com-
m a n d s 
should not 
be taught 
with cor-
re c t i o n s . 
C o r r e c -
tions are a 
tool to ce-
ment  ex-

cellence of response in a timely 
fashion to a learned command. 
Commands should be taught 
with positive reinforcements 
first before raising the bar and 
expecting the dog to respond 

Lay the Foundation
By George Hickox
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with excellence immediately 
upon receiving the command/
cue.

If the dog is corrected be-
cause the trainer knows why he 
corrected the dog but the dog 
does not perceive what behav-
ior resulted in the punishment 
the dog has no solution on how 
to avoid the hammer falling 
from the sky the next time. The 
dog must have a solution to 
avoid the negative consequenc-
es. If the dog understands what 
behavior gets him good and 
what the one-eighty behavior is 
that gets him bad Fido will pick 
the desired behavior because 
that behavior gets him a reward 
and avoids a correction. This 
works for the dog and the dog 
is highly motivated to do what 
works best for him in his eyes.

Trainers should first be 
a mentor and show the dog 
what is expected of him and 
reward the desired behavior. Be 
a mentor and a teacher before 
being a disciplinarian. Once the 
dog fully understands what is 
expected of him there must be 
a negative consequence to the 
behavior of not giving an effort 
to respond in a timely fashion 
to a learned command/cue. We 
reward the dog for giving an ef-
fort to respond in a timely fash-
ion to a learned command/cue 
and we correct for not giving an 
effort. The optimum word here 
is learned. If the command/
cue is not learned it is not re-
alistic to expect that the dog 
will comply. Teach what the 
command means with positive 
reinforcements and correct only 
when the dog fully understands 

what is expected and gives the 
proverbial finger.

In laying the foundation in 
the classroom by making the 
classroom a good place where 
learning is fun from the gitgo 
the dog will have a much more 
open mind and the training will 
progress much more effectively. 
But corrections will have to be a 
tool that is used in order to teach 
the dog there are no options to 
obeying learned commands/
cues. These corrections should 
take place in yard training ini-
tially before correcting the dog 
in the field. A sage benchmark 
is to never say the command 
in the field if the dog does not 
respond in a timely fashion to 
the command the first time the 
command is given in the class-
room. Once the foundation has 
been cemented in the classroom 
that is the time to generalize the 
command in the field. 

A good trainer is a fair train-
er. Sort of like a benign dictator. 
A good trainer shows the dog 
what is expected, what the rules 
are, and is consistent. When the 
trainer thinks the dog under-
stands the teacher shows the 
canine pupil some more. The 
desired behavior is rewarded 
every time in the early stages 
of learning. Once the dog is 
reliable in the classroom cor-
rections are implemented to 
obtain excellence. Once the dog 
gets an A + in the classroom the 
process of generalization begins 
where the dog is taught he must 
respond in a timely fashion to 
the learned command in each 
and every place and circum-
stance. The rules in the bar on 

New Year’s Eve are the same as 
in church. The dog must give 
an effort to comply in a timely 
fashion to learned commands 
wherever and whenever the 
commands are given.

Control often breaks down 
in the adrenaline rush that oc-
curs during the hunt. If hunt-
ing in range, bird manners, 
or responding to commands 
start going south of the border 
go back to the classroom and 
revisit the foundation. If the 
foundation was not completed 
go back to the classroom until 
the dog can graduate Magnum 
Cum Laude.
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News from the Non-profits

Ducks Unlimited
DU celebrates more than 5 
million acres conserved in 

the United States
Ducks Unlimited is proud to 

announce the successful conserva-
tion of more than 5 million acres 
of vital waterfowl habitat in the 
United States. It’s a conservation 
milestone 30 years in the making.

In 1984, Ducks Unlimited 
launched its U.S. habitat program, 
which was a logical extension 
of DU’s longstanding mission 
to conserve and enhance North 
America’s most important wet-
lands to waterfowl. Thanks to 
decades of abiding by that single 
mission, Ducks Unlimited is now 
the world’s largest and most effec-
tive private, nonprofit waterfowl 
and wetlands conservation orga-
nization. DU is able to deliver its 
work through partnerships with 
private individuals, landowners, 
agencies, scientific communities 
and other entities.

“Ducks Unlimited’s mission of 
wetlands conservation continues 
to be driven by science to deliver 
the best possible outcomes for 
waterfowl in the highest priority 
landscapes,” said DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt. 
“Our team is proud of what we 
have accomplished and we look 
forward to conserving the next 
5 million acres as efficiently and 
effectively as the last.”

Conserved acres are habitat 
Ducks Unlimited, with its thou-
sands of partners, has protected, 
restored, enhanced or managed for 
waterfowl. DU considers habitat 
conserved if it is under an agree-
ment that lasts at least 10 years or 
is owned by a public agency that 

assures its long-term dedication 
to wildlife.

DU restores or enhances habitat 
using direct management prac-
tices such as improving water con-
trol and hydrology or establishing 
native vegetation. Although DU 
often protects and restores or 
enhances the same land multiple 
times, those acres are only counted 
once.

“This monumental conservation 
milestone would not have been 
possible without the continued 
help and support of our state and 
federal agency, corporate and 
volunteer partners in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “This is 
another important step to fulfill 
Ducks Unlimited’s vision for 
wetlands sufficient to fill the skies 
with waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. It’s always great to 
celebrate an achievement like this, 
but we have much more work to 
do in the United States and across 
the continent.”

Continentally, more than 13 mil-
lion acres have been conserved 
in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, thanks to the contribu-
tions of Ducks Unlimited’s mil-
lions of supporters.

Media Contact:Gregg Powers, 
gpowers@ducks.org 

President signs duck 
stamp bills into law

In a major win for wetlands and 
waterfowl conservation, President 
Obama has signed into law both 
the Duck Stamp Act of 2014 and 
a bill making the federal duck 
stamp permanently available for 
purchase online. 

“It’s great that both Republicans 

and Democrats can come together 
to pass legislation of such impor-
tance to conservation efforts na-
tionwide,” said Ducks Unlimited 
CEO Dale Hall. “The additional 
duck stamp funding provided 
by waterfowl hunters and other 
conservationists will not only 
conserve critical habitat, but will 
also help ensure the future of our 
waterfowling traditions.”

Since 1991 – the last time the 
price of the duck stamp was in-
creased – its purchasing power 
has declined due to inflation and 
rising land costs. The Duck Stamp 
Act of 2014 will build on this pro-
gram’s long tradition of helping to 
conserve vital waterfowl habitat 
across America, especially in the 
Prairie Pothole Region, one of the 
continent’s most important pro-
duction areas.  

Along with the Duck Stamp Act 
of 2014, President Obama also 
signed into law the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act, which 
will allow people to purchase 
the duck stamp online. Physi-
cal stamps will still be mailed to 
buyers, but the online proof of 
purchase provides new conve-
nience to sportsmen and women 
by immediately fulfilling the re-
quirement of possessing a stamp 
to hunt waterfowl. After 45 days, 
the proof of purchase expires and 
purchasers must carry the tradi-
tional paper stamp when hunting 
waterfowl. 

“Anyone with an internet con-
nection and a credit card can now 
purchase federal duck stamps 
from the comfort of their own 
home,” said Kellis Moss, DU’s 
director of public policy. “State 
hunting and fishing licenses have 
been available online for years, 
and this is one more step in mak-
ing waterfowl hunting more acces-
sible to everyone.” 
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Pheasants Forever
Farm Bill Biologist 

Partnership in Wisconsin 
Expands State’s 

Conservation Efforts
Pheasants Forever has named 

Trenton Brenny as the organiza-
tion’s newest Farm Bill wildlife 
biologist in Wisconsin. Partnering 
with the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources and USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), Brenny will work 
with area landowners and farm-
ers in south-central Wisconsin to 
implement voluntary conserva-
tion programs.

“We’re very excited to have 
Trenton Brenny on our team,” said 
Twyla Kite, NRCS district conser-
vationist in Wisconsin’s Columbia 
County. “Wildlife and habitat have 
a large economic and recreational 
impact in our area. Trent will be 
an excellent resource in the office 
to assist landowners with their 
wildlife and habitat goals.”

Pheasants Forever Farm Bill 
wildlife biologists are specialized 
consultants in conservation pro-
grams and habitat planning. The 
purpose of a Farm Bill biologist is 
to assist landowners in designing, 
developing, and funding habitat 
improvements on private lands. 
Brenny will be based in the Por-
tage, Wisconsin USDA Service 
Center offering technical assis-
tance in his work area of Adams, 
Columbia, Dodge, Fond du Lac, 
Green Lake, Marquette, Ozaukee, 
Sheboygan, Washington, and 
Waushara Counties

“I look forward to working with 
landowners and area staff of the 
southeast region to implement 
conservation practices,” explained 
Brenny. “It is very exciting to be 
a part of protecting the state’s 
outdoor heritage by working with 
farmers and landowners to pro-
mote beneficial habitat programs.”  

Originally from Becker, Minne-
sota, Brenny earned his Bachelors 

of Science degree in Natural Re-
source Management from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Crookston. 
While pursuing his degree, Brenny 
gained valuable experience in the 
conservation field while working 
for various conservation groups. 
After graduation, Brenny worked 
for the Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources as a wetland techni-
cian and the Renville County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
in Minnesota as a Farm Bill techni-
cian. Brenny enjoys hunting, fish-
ing, kayaking, and shooting with 
his fiancé, Amy.

Pheasants Forever’s six Farm 
Bill Biologists in Wisconsin are a 
collaborative partnership among 
local chapters, the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, and other part-
ners. Brenny officially started as 

a Pheasants Forever Farm Bill 
wildlife biologist on December 
1,2014, and can be contacted at 
(608) 742-5361 / email.

Pheasants Forever in Wisconsin
Wisconsin’s 33 Pheasants For-

ever chapters account for nearly 
10,000 members statewide.  Those 
chapters have spent more than 
$10.6 million to complete 20,000 
habitat projects since the first 
Wisconsin chapter was formed 
in 1985.  Those projects have im-
proved 145,000 acres for wildlife. 

Media Contact:Jared Wiklund 
jwiklund@pheasantsforever.org 
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Pheasants Forever 
Hires Youth Outreach 

Coordinators in Iowa and 
Wisc.

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever recently named Jenny 
Krause and Caroline Couch as 
the organization’s new outreach 
coordinators in the states of Iowa 
and Wisconsin. Working with 
an extensive network of chapter 
volunteers, both hires will work 
to recruit and increase youth par-
ticipation for upland hunting and 
other outdoor activities in their 
respective states.

“The passion and commitment 
which these women possess for 
our mission of youth education is 
extraordinary,” commented Rich 
Wissink, Pheasants Forever’s di-
rector of youth programs. “Foster-
ing the next generation of hunters 
and land stewards is critical for 
conservation efforts across the 
United States and for the success of 
our local chapters. We are thrilled 
to add Jenny Krause and Caroline 
Couch to our education team and 
look forward to their leadership in 
Wisconsin and Iowa.”

All of the efforts made today by 
Pheasants Forever and Quail For-
ever will have little impact with-
out future conservation leaders 
taking a stand for wildlife habitat 
conservation. With this in mind, 
Pheasants Forever has become a 
leader in youth initiatives among 
other conservation groups. To 
date, chapters across the country 
have mentored more than 300,000 
youth in the outdoors, and local 
chapter events are now reaching 
more than 50,000 kids on an an-
nual basis throughout the country.

Youth Outreach 
Coordinators

Caroline Couch - The most re-
cent team member employed by 
Pheasants Forever and Quail For-
ever in Iowa, Couch will oversee 
youth education and recruitment 
activities for Iowa’s 100 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters and three 
Quail Forever chapters represent-
ing over 19,000 members. Couch 
participated in competitive shoot-

Jenny Krause - Hired as the new 
outreach coordinator in the state 
of Wisconsin, Krause will oversee 
youth education and recruitment 
activities for Wisconsin’s 32 Pheas-

ants Forever chapters representing 
over 9,000 members. A native of 
Buffalo Grove, Illinois, Krause 

graduated from Il-
linois State Univer-
sity with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Parks & 
Recreation Adminis-
tration before earning 
her Master’s degree 
in Athletic Admin-
istration from Idaho 
State University. In 
addition to working 
as an environmental 
educator and zoo-
keeper, Krause has 
been employed with 
the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural 
Resources since 2008 
in different capacities. 

For more information about youth 
programs or becoming involved 
with conservation education in 
Wisconsin, contact Jenny Krause 
at (608) 852-6873 or email.

ing sports at Clemson 
University where she 
earned a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism Manage-
ment. Originally from 
South Carolina, Couch 
grew up with two older 
brothers and a father 
who introduced her to 
the outdoors at an early 
age. Now a certified 
National Skeet Shoot-
ing Association Level 1 
Shooting Instructor and 
pro-staff member for 
CZ-USA, Couch looks 

forward to serving members and 
youth hunters in Iowa. For more 
information about youth pro-
grams or becoming involved with 
conservation education in Iowa, 
contact Caroline Couch at (515) 
608- 0521 or email.

Funding for these positions is 
made possible by Pheasants For-
ever/Quail Forever, the Wisconsin 
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Department of Natural Resources, 
and the Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources.

Media Contact: Jared Wiklund 
jwiklund@pheasantsforever.org

Ruffed Grouse Society

Western Great Lakes 
Region Regional News 
The Fall/Winter Season 

What a summer and fall we 
had! Rainfall amounts through-
out  much of the region were 
generous and unfortunately have 
proven  that a cool wet late spring 
and early summer impacts brood 
survival success. That said, early 
reports from hunters out in mid 

September were positive and 
my experiences later in October 
showed grouse numbers down 
slightly, but nowhere close to the 
low numbers I experienced in 
2004.

On an average while hunting in 
Michigan’s U.P. my partners  and 
I averaged 26 grouse flushes per 
day over a least 6 hours  hunted. I 
will admit that with all the time I 
lived in the U.P. I was  able to find 
the optimum  cover for grouse 
and we hunted strictly that quality  
habitat this fall. 

I am delighted to announce that 
I have taken on additional chap-
ters as of December 1, and will 
now be the Regional Director for 
the Western U.P. That means Iron 
Mountain/ 

Crystal Falls and the Marquette 
area chapters are now in my 
hands. I’m excited! Also, I am 
hoping to start a new chapter in 
Houghton/Hancock in the up-
coming year. Please contact me if 
you are willing to get involved. 

RD MESSAGE: 
It has been my pleasure and 

honor to have worked  with all 
of the great volunteers, members, 
and partners of the Ruffed Grouse 
Society as the Regional Director 
in this area. I will be moving to 
an exciting new position  within 
the Society. 

Starting January 1, 2015 I will be 
the Director of Development for 
RGS/AWS. I will be heading up 
our development, planned giving, 
major donor and sponsor depart-
ments as well as our national cam-
paigns and  special events.

I will continue to supervise the 
team of  Regional Directors and 
you will  still see me at many of 
the events in our region. 

I want to thank everyone I have 
had the opportunity to work with 
for their dedication, selfless hours 
of work, and for the friendships 
we have formed. 

I am pleased to announce that 
we have a great individual, Terry 
Lamb, to follow me as the Re-
gional Director in Michigan. I have 
known Terry for a long time and 
trust he will do a great job for all of 
us. Terry has a background work-
ing as a Regional Director and is 
a life-long hunter

. He is originally from Bay City 
and owns a home in metro-Detroit. 
He knows our state, our issues, 
and what it takes to forge the 
strong team we need to achieve 
our common goals. Terry will start 
with us on January 1, 2015 and will 
be contacting all of the chapters 
very soon. I will accompany him 
at many of his first visits with you 
and everyone can come out and 
meet him at our state workshop 
this January, where you can join 
me in welcoming  him aboard. 
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News From The AKC

AKC 2014 Legislative 
Successes 

The following list pro-
vides some of the highlights of 
AKC Government Relations’ 
(AKC GR) legislative successes 
through January 14, 2015. Other 
victories not included in this 
list have been won by AKC 
federations, clubs, and respon-
sible dog owners and breeders 
around the country who con-
tinue to work tirelessly to pro-
mote positive canine legislation 
in their state and community. 

To view all Legislative 
Alerts posted for your state in 
2014, as well as the latest infor-
mation on all bills being tracked 
by the AKC Government Rela-
tions Department, visit the 2014 
Legislation Tracking page. To 
see a list of legislative successes 
from 2013, click here.

Federal/Regulation — The 
US Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service (USDA APHIS) 
released regulations effective 
November 17 that imple-
ment Section 18 of the Animal 
Welfare Act, which prohibits 
importation of dogs into the 
United States for resale unless 
the dogs are at least 6 months 
of age and meet basic health 
clearances. These requirements, 
which were part of the 2008 
Farm Bill, represent years of 
effort by the AKC, NAIA and 
other dog experts concerned 

about the public health im-
pact of large numbers of pup-
pies imported into the United 
States with little oversight. In 
many cases, these imported 
animals come from unknown 
origins (strays or street dogs) 
or unregulated high volume 
commercial breeders and may 
pose health risks to human 
and canine populations. The 
measure is expected to curtail 
the ”dumping” of potentially ill 
and parasite-infested imported 
puppies on US markets, where 
they may be resold or marketed 
as “rescues”.

Federal/Regulation – The 
“Farm Bill ( HR 2642) and the 
Farm Bill Conference Report, 
which was signed by the Presi-
dent on February 7, provides 
two changes negotiated by 
AKC to reduce the number of 
small hobby breeders subject to 
USDA licensing and regulation 
as pet dealers. It exempts small 
hobby breeders who maintain 
more than four “breeding fe-
males” but do not transfer more 
than a “de minimis” (minimal) 
number of pets sight unseen. 
Also, the conference report di-
rects APHIS to clarify the term 
“breeding female” to mean 
only those female animals 
capable of reproduction and 
actively being used in a breed-
ing program should qualify as 
breeding females. By including 
only those animals currently 
part of an active breeder pro-

gram, breeders will be able to 
maintain retired intact females 
or grow out young females 
without fear of triggering fed-
eral licensing requirements. In 
each instance, USDA APHIS 
is directed to prepare specific 
regulations that further address 
these issues. Visit AKC GR’s 
online Regulations Resource 
Page for the latest information.

California — Assembly Bill 
1520 would have allowed the 
court to appoint a Guardian 
ad Litem for a pet that is the 
subject of a pet trust in certain 
circumstances. AKC GR sent 
a letter of opposition to this 
measure and discussed our 
concerns with staff. The bill 
was vetoed by Governor Gerald 
Brown. 

California — Assembly 
Bill 1809 requires Certificates 
of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) 
for dogs entering the state for 
sale or transfer. The person who 
brings the dog into the state 
would be required to submit 
the CVI to the local county 
health department. The origi-
nal bill would have impacted 
all animals coming into Cali-
fornia, even those traveling as 
family pets or for participation 
in a show or event. AKC GR 
worked with the bill’s author 
and sponsor to amend the 
language in a positive manner 
so that dogs not intended for 
resale and certain other dogs 
are exempt. The bill was signed 
into law by Governor Gerald 
Brown. 



28
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

February/March 2015                                                      Now in our Twenty Fourth year                                                www.Bdarn.com 

California — Assembly Bill 
1810 allows a veterinarian, cat 
or dog kennel, pet grooming 
parlor, animal hospital or ani-
mal care facility to turn over an 
abandoned animal to a public 
animal control agency, animal 
shelter or humane society if 
the group agrees to accept the 
animal. Previously the law 
required that abandoned ani-
mals held by these facilities be 
humanely destroyed. AKC GR 
actively supported this mea-
sure and it was signed into law 
by Governor Gerald Brown. 

Connecticut – Senate Bill 
445 was developed pursuant 
to a 2013 task force investigat-
ing the “retail” sale of cats and 
dogs from “inhumane origins”. 
As amended by the Joint Com-
mittee on Environment, the 
measure establishes standards 
of care for dogs owned by in-
dividuals who maintain more 
than 10 dogs capable of breed-
ing that are consistent with the 
standards required of animal 
importers. It requires pet sellers 
to post the USDA inspection 
reports of breeders from whom 
they source puppies, and bans 
the sale of pets from breeders 
with certain USDA regulatory 
violations. The measure further 
clarifies that the reimbursement 
under the state’s puppy lemon 
law is limited to the purchase 
price of the dog or cat, provided 
that the pet is diagnosed with 
a congenital disorder within 6 
months of purchase. AKC and 
the Connecticut Dog Federation 
submitted testimony and com-
municated extensively with 
the task force to ensure a fair, 

reasonable law. Governor Mal-
loy has signed the bill into law.

Georgia – On February 25, 
the Albany city commission 
tabled a proposed ordinance 
that would  have required 
registration of “pit bull” dogs, 
established stringent enclosure 
requirements, and required 
owners to maintain $100,000 
liability insurance or a $15,000 
surety bond. The proposal 
would have defined “pit bulls” 
as American Pit Bull Terriers, 
American Staffordshire Terri-
ers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers, 
and any dog displaying the 
majority of physical traits of 
the breeds.  

Hawaii – House Bill 2534 
would have required anyone 
who owns or has custody of ten 
or more unsterilized dogs over 
the age of one year to register 
with the Department of Com-
merce and Consumer Affairs. 
AKC GR issued a legislative 
alert and sent letters of opposi-
tion. The bill was deferred in 
committee.

Hawaii – Senate Bill 414, 
which carried forward from 
2013, sought to require licens-
ing of persons who own or 
have custody of ten or more 
intact dogs over the age of 12 
months and sell more than 3 
litters or more than 25 dogs 
per year. The bill would have 
established problematic regula-
tions, prohibited ownership or 
custody of more than 30 intact 
dogs over 1 year of age, and 
prohibited breeding any dog 
(male or female) older than age 
8. SB 414 passed in the Senate 

in 2013, but did not advance in 
House committees. AKC GR is-
sued legislative alerts and sent 
letters of opposition.

Hawaii – Senate Bill 2049 
sought to strengthen existing 
law by providing that the own-
er of an attacking dog shall be 
liable for injuries caused by the 
dog on both private and public 
property. AKC GR proposed 
a friendly amendment to add 
the phrase “without provoca-
tion” to the bill text in order to 
provide protection for a dog 
and dog owner in the event that 
the dog reacted to provocation 
by a human or other animal. 
The amendment was accepted 
by the Public Safety, Intergov-
ernmental and Military Affairs 
Committee; however, the bill 
did not advance in additional 
Senate committees. 

Iowa – Senate File 2361 
(formerly SF 2166 and SF 2254) 
would have created many new 
restrictions and requirements 
for “commercial breeders”, 
which are currently defined 
as someone who has four or 
more intact dogs and receives 
any kind of consideration for 
breeding. Provisions of con-
cern included significantly 
increasing license fees to pay 
for a new “animal rescue re-
mediation fund” to pay for the 
“rescue” of animals from com-
mercial kennels. All who meet 
the definition of commercial 
breeder would have been re-
quired to open up their kennels 
for unannounced inspections 
and by 2015 the primary en-
closures would have to be two 
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times that required by USDA. 
In addition, breeders would 
have been prohibited from be-
ing involved in certain rescue 
activities. A “special” license 
would have been provided to 
“small breeders, competitive 
show breeders, or specialized 
breeders”, but none of these 
terms were defined, and these 
licensees would still have been 
subject to many regulations. 
AKC issued legislative alerts 
and letters to the Senate, and 
worked closely with numerous 
breeders, fanciers, and AKC 
club members in opposition to 
this bill. Read more about this 
victory for Iowa dog breeders.

Kentucky – BR1720 would 
have established standards of 
animal care which were writ-
ten so broadly that an owner 
could be charged with felony 
cruelty if an animal suffered an 
accidental injury. AKC GR sent 
letters of concern. The measure 
was withdrawn by the sponsor.

Kentucky – House Bill 409 
would have established “mini-
mum care standards” which, 
among other problematic pro-
visions, would have required 
owners to provide dogs and 
cats with “continuous access” 
to an exercise area. This would 
have criminalized many re-
sponsible pet owners, particu-
larly apartment dwellers and 
others who lack such facilities. 
Failure to provide such stan-
dards of care would have been 
the crime of felony torture. HB 
409 also would have allowed 
officers to seize a pet without a 
warrant and required the owner 

to either relinquish ownership 
prior to adjudication or post 
bond for care of the impounded 
animal. If found not guilty or if 
the charges were dropped, the 
owner would have been reim-
bursed only the unused funds. 
AKC GR sent letters of opposi-
tion. HB 409 did not advance in 
committee.

Louisiana – In response to a 
tragic bite event in a neighbor-
ing parish, a Lafourche Parish 
councilman publicly discussed 
introducing breed-specific re-
strictions. Because of AKC GR’s 
outreach, along with those of 
several concerned residents, 
the council ultimately consid-
ered breed-neutral updates to 
the Parish’s dangerous dog 
ordinances instead. Lafourche 
Parish remains a breed-neutral 
jurisdiction. 

Louisiana — Officials with 
the Village of Moreauville, 
Louisiana, repealed a recently-
enacted vicious breed ban. The 
law had classified Rottweilers 
and “pit bulls” as vicious and 
required owners to surrender 
their dogs to local authorities 
for “disposition” or to move 
their dogs outside of the town. 
Officials also previously ap-
proved the use of tranquilizer 
rifles to subdue targeted dogs.  
AKC issued legislative alerts, 
blogs, and correspondence to 
the village and to dog owners 
to support of the repeal.

Maryland – HB 73 and SB 
247 repeal the Tracey v. Solesky 
Court of Appeals ruling that 
declared all “pit bulls” as in-
herently dangerous. The AKC 

supports the repeal of this dis-
criminatory court ruling. The 
measures also establish that the 
owner of a dog is liable for any 
injury, death, or loss to person 
or property caused while their 
dog is running at large unless 
the loss was caused by some-
one committing or attempting 
to commit a trespass or other 
criminal offense or if the dog 
was being teased, tormented, 
abused or provoked. The bills 
were signed by the governor 
in April and go into effect im-
mediately. AKC sent letters in 
support of repealing this breed-
specific court ruling.

Michigan – House Bill 4168 
makes updates to the licens-
ing requirements in the state’s 
“Dog Law of 1919”. This in-
cludes removing the current 
provision requiring sheriffs to 
locate and kill all unlicensed 
dogs. Under current law, any 
sheriff that did not comply 
would be considered negligent 
in their duties. AKC GR and its 
state federation supported the 
repeal of this antiquated and 
egregious provision. The bill 
was signed by the governor on 
March 12, 2014.

Michigan — House Bill 
5095/Senate Bill 560 would 
have, among other provisions, 
limited the number of dogs that 
can be kept on a single prem-
ises and defined a “large scale 
commercial breeder kennel” as 
one where more than 15 intact 
female dogs are kept for the 
purpose of breeding. The bills 
also included new regulations 
and reporting requirements for 


