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managed to catch Hummer, I 
had my hunting buddies hang 
onto him while I went to my 
kennel and got the shock col-
lar. This particular collar had 
a battery that required a cap 
to be screwed down to engage 
everything, and I normally I 
did this with the collar placed 
on a hard surface and using 
a screwdriver. With friends 
waiting with Hummer out in 
the field nearby and hunting 
season in full swing, I decided 
to cut corners a bit.

I was walking fast and hold-
ing the collar in my one hand 
while using a coin in the other 
hand to turn the cap down onto 
the battery, obviously some-
thing I should not have been 
doing, because I had a full and 

tight grip on both electrodes 
and obviously triggered some-
thing (I had shoved the control-
ler in my pants pocket and may 
have inadvertently engaged it). 
The fact that it was raining and I 
was wet probably enhanced the 
electrifying moment. The only 
thing I can compare this experi-
ence to is being slapped on vari-
ous parts of the anatomy with 
the broadside of several two by 
fours at the same exact instance. 
It was a very abrupt jolt, but it 
made a real impression on me, 
and for a brief second I felt a bit 
confused as to my immediate 
surroundings.

According to my hunting 
buddies when I reached them, 
I tended to be babbling a bit 

(speaking in tongues) but I 
recovered by the time I got the 
collar on Hummer, who imme-
diately went about doing his 
job properly without any “re-
minders” at all. Needless to say, 
even though I have always been 
prudent about applying a shock 
collar, that firsthand experience 
was another enlightening fact 
for me about electricity.

I now use rechargeable 
(made in the USA) Tri-Tronics 
shock collars that don’t require 
screwing  any caps down onto 
batteries, and the system can 
handle up to three dogs with 
over a half mile range of effec-
tiveness. It certainly works for 
me - and my dogs too.


