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button again, which caused 
Rambo to decide to try climbing 
the fence, and the deer started 
walking toward Rambo, which 
clearly put the dog in a panic. 
He wanted nothing more to do 
with that buck and didn’t even 
want to look in the direction of 
the deer.

From that day on for the 
remainder of his days, Rambo 
never chased another deer and 
I have ever since used (elec-
tric) shock collars in training 
my dogs. Certainly misusing a 
shock collar can be abusive but 
when properly applied it will 
humanely allow that long reach 
out when needed, like an invis-
ible check cord. It is an impor-
tant tool for me in immediately 
curbing any bad tendencies 
(such as chasing deer) when 

they occur, and certainly it can 
also be considered a safety de-
vice when near a road or high-
way by preventing dogs not 
responding to voice or whistle 
commands from running out 
into traffic. What I have found 
is that the shock collar is there 
to reinforce commands when 
required and most dogs quickly 
adapt to responding without 
the need of a reminder via the 
shock collar. The end result is 
the shock collar becomes a basic 
backup tool that is rarely used, 
but there if ever needed.

Most shock collars have 
various settings in the amount 
of “juice” being applied with 
the highest setting really get-
ting a dog’s full attention and 
the lightest setting generally 
isn’t more than a slight vibra-

tion effect meant to clue the dog 
in. I have personal experience 
with how a shock collar feels 
to the dog, and I’m pretty sure 
it was the “high” setting. This 
occurred when I purchased my 
French Brittany “Hummer” as a 
fully trained five year old dog.

Hummer performed so well 
during preseason practice ses-
sions that I believed he didn’t 
even need a shock collar when 
the pheasant season opener ar-
rived and he did quite well at 
first. Then he got an indepen-
dent streak and began ignoring 
my commands and I realized 
he was one of those dogs that 
knew whether or not it had a 
shock collar on, and could be 
a bit of a rascal, an alpha dog 
thing. We were hunting on 
my farm, and when I finally 


