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Tools Of The Trade

Personally, I don’t care 
much for dealing with electric-
ity. This relates back to when I 
was a farm kid and I went out 
to the barn after dark to check 
on some critters during a rain-
storm. Unbeknown to me the 
storm had loosened a siding 
board near the electrical box 
and light switch in the barn, 
allowing rainwater to leak all 
over everything, which was a 
rather antiquated wiring sys-
tem. When I flipped the switch 
there was a blinding flash and 
I was literally slapped down 
a set of stairs. Fortunately a 
fuse blew and the barn didn’t 
burn down, and I was forever 
left with an enlightened, so to 
speak, respect for electricity.

 I never really became ac-
quainted with electric shock 
collars for dogs until a couple 
decades ago. I certainly knew 
about them, but didn’t feel I 
needed them, and with a life-
time experience with dogs, I 
believed I could always work 
out a solution in communica-
tion through patient training. 
Then came my Brittany spaniel 
“Rambo”, who turned out to be 
one of my finest hunting dogs 
(all three of my sons shot their 
first birds over Rambo). Rambo 
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was an astute learner from the 
beginning and gave me no 
problems at all, until age two, 
when he happened to bump 
into a bedded whitetail buck. 
The chase was on, and Rambo 
could care less what I yelled 
over hill and dale. He was in 
his utter glory chasing that 
buck, and from then on deer 
suddenly became his priority, 
and hard as I tried to correct 
the situation, Rambo remained 
steadfast in his devotion to run-
ning deer. It was a perplexing 
situation for me to say the least.

That’s when I contacted Kim 
Anthony, owner of the Rooster 
Ranch near Ubly for advice be-
cause I knew he had plenty of 
dog experience on his hunting 
operation.  Kim let me know 

I could borrow a shock collar 
and that his brother Kevin, 
owner of the Trophy Ranch just 
down the road had a penned 
up whitetail buck that would 
provide the perfect setting.  I 
went right over and in no time 
at all Rambo was fitted with the 
shock collar and turned into a 
fair sized pen containing the 
buck. Kevin was holding the 
controls for the shock collar 
while keeping a sharp eye on 
Rambo.

Rambo at first was a bit 
confused as to why he had been 
tossed into the pen, and then he 
spotted the buck standing a few 
yards away and his compulsion 
to chase automatically set in. 
When the dog began his lunge 
Kevin touched the control but-
ton and it was like Rambo had 
hit a brick wall. He didn’t yipe 
any and froze in his tracks, but 
the deer-chase compulsion set 
in again, and Kevin hit the but-
ton again, which caused Rambo 
to come to the firm conclusion 
to turn around and leave. The 
10 feet high fence blocked his 
exit and Rambo turned to look 
at the deer and Kevin hit the 
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