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Held in pierre
The 25th Annual Central South 

Dakota Youth Goose Hunt will be 
in Pierre on Jan. 16-18, 2015. An 
informational meeting will be held 
on Jan. 16, 2015, at the Pierre Best 
Western Ramkota at 7 p.m. CST.

The event features two days of 
hunting, instructional seminars, 
prizes and Saturday meals. The 
hunt is free for youth hunters ages 
12-15; all South Dakota hunting 
rules and regulations apply and 
licenses are required. For more 
information on this event, contact 
the Lower Oahe Access Trailer at 
605.264.5380.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/decem-
ber/22.aspx#sthash.5Solk7X1.
dpuf

TENNESSEE
Sixth Annual Maury 
County Youth Small 

Game and Predator Hunt 
Scheduled for February 7
The Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-

es Agency will be one of the spon-
sors for the Sixth Annual Maury 
County Youth Small Game and 
Predator Hunt to be held Feb. 7.

The free event is for youth from 
ages 9-15 who must have a TWRA 
Hunter Education certification by 
the hunt date and have all the ap-
propriate licenses permits. Hunt-
ers must also provide their own 
firearm and ammunition. Firearms 
and ammunition will be provided 
for the clay target range.

Along with the TWRA, the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Officers Associa-
tion, Columbia Noon Rotary Club, 
Sun Drop, Quail Unlimited and 
several other local businesses are 
sponsoring the event. The Colum-
bia National Guard Armory will 
serve as the event’s headquarters.

The day’s activities will begin at 
6 a.m. with breakfast at the armory. 
Young sportsmen and women will 

be teamed with hunting guides, 
dog handlers and safety officers 
to participate as guides who will 
accompany them to pre-selected 
property to hunt rabbits, squirrels 
or predators. Public hunting lands 
as well as private property will be 
utilized for the hunt. The hunt will 
conclude with lunch, prizes, and 
clay target shooting at the armory.

Parents and/or guardians are 
welcome to accompany the young-
sters on the hunt. There will be 
safety officers assigned to all hunt-
ing parties going rabbit or squirrel 
hunting.

To register for the hunt, send the 
youth’s name to Maury County 
Wildlife Officer Rusty Thompson 
by clicking here. Please include 
the hunter’s name, age, address, 
email, phone number, and which 
species he or she prefers to hunt 
(rabbits, squirrels, or predators). 
For more information contact 
Rusty Thompson by email or at 
(931) 881-8241.

Quail Forever Staff 
Addition to Help TWRA 
with State Game Bird’s 

Restoration Efforts
As part of the recently-imple-

mented “Tennessee Northern 
Bobwhite Quail Restoration Plan” 
a third person has been added as 
a Quail Forever farm bill wildlife 
biologist in the state.

David Peters joins the Quail 
Forever staff. He will work closely 
with Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency staff on the plan to help 
bring back the bobwhite quail 
population which has seen its 
numbers decline over the past 
several decades. His primary area 
of responsibility will be in TWRA 
Region III, which includes one of 

the four quail focus Wildlife Man-
agement Areas, the Bridgestone/
Firestone Centennial WMA.

“We are excited to bring on 
David as our third Quail Forever 
farm bill wildlife biologist in Ten-
nessee,” said Mark Gudlin, assis-
tant chief of TWRA’s Wildlife and 
Forestry Division. “Our current 
Farm Bill staff in West Tennessee is 
doing great work with landowners 
and Quail Forever chapters to cre-
ate habitat on the ground.

“David will be targeting the 
promotion of bobwhite habitat, 
shortleaf pine and stream buf-
fers that benefit both aquatic and 
terrestrial wildlife. He will work 
closely with local TWRA biolo-
gist Michael McCord to reach and 
assist more landowners in devel-
oping and managing habitat to 
increase populations of bobwhites, 
rabbits and other wildlife.”

The TWRA designated four of 
its wildlife management areas 
to serve as “anchors” within a 
quail focus area. Along with the 
Bridgestone/Firestone in White 
County, the other three are spread 
across the state. They include Wolf 
River WMA (Fayette County), 
Bark Camp Barrens WMA (Coffee 
County), and Lick Creek Bottoms 
(Greene County).  

The anchor areas act as per-
manent reserves where wildlife 
management efforts are focused 
on maximizing ideal habitat and 
conditions to foster a healthy 
and prolific quail population. As 
the quail population increases, it 
should expand out into the sur-
rounding focus area if suitable 
habitat exists.  The focus area is 
made up of private and other pub-
lic lands that have the potential to 
hold suitable quail habitat. 

Quail Forever is a national non-
profit organization, comprised of 
local chapters, dedicated to the 
protection and enhancement of 
quail and other wildlife.

 Landowners interested in im-
proving their lands for quail and 


