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become the norm for many people 
because they don’t know it was 
any different. If we do that shame 
on us,” Taylor said.

DNR awards scholarships 
for youth skeet, trap event

The S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) sponsored the 
largest youth skeet and trap com-
petition held to date in the Palmetto 
State on Dec. 13. One hundred fifty-
seven youth shot at Mid-Carolina 
Gun Club in Calhoun County in a 
skeet and trap event that was co-
sponsored by 4H Shooting Sports. 

DNR awarded two $1000 schol-
arships to the top graduating se-
nior male and female competitor. 
Chandler Gray from Orangeburg 
Preparatory School was awarded a 
scholarship as the top Senior Male 
and Madison Price from Saluda 
High School was awarded a schol-
arship as the top Senior Female. 

DNR provided ammunition to 
all participants and paid for clay 
target fees for this event. Students 
from the S.C. Independent School 
Association (SCISA) also com-
peted at this event, which SCISA 
recognized as their state champi-
onship for skeet.

If your school is interested in 
starting a youth shooting team, 
please contact DNR or visit our 
webpage.

SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota Moves to 

a multi-year schedule for 
setting hunting seasons
With the start of the new year, 

comes the start of a new multi-year 
season setting schedule for several 
hunting seasons and regulations in 
South Dakota. 

Historically, the South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) and 
the Commission reviews and 
discusses all hunting and fishing 
seasons as well as other regulatory 

items at monthly Commission 
meetings held across the state. At 
times, season date changes and 
regulation changes occur; espe-
cially to big game hunting seasons 
and corresponding license and 
tag allocations. At other times, 
no changes are made for several 
seasons for multiple years.

The multi-year season setting 
process was a recommendation of 
the independent big game man-
agement review in 2013. “This re-
vised process will help us be more 
efficient with our time and more 
effective with our management 
strategies,” stated Tony Leif, direc-
tor of the GFP Division of Wildlife. 
“Setting multi-year seasons allows 
us to spend more time collecting 
important data and drafting plans 
to guide the direction of big game 
management and ultimately the 
structure of the hunting seasons.”

Hunting seasons for big game 
species such as elk, deer, ante-
lope, mountain lion, turkey and 
fishing regulations will now be 
reviewed and set in two-year 
intervals. Hunting seasons for 
species such as pheasant, quail, 
grouse, dove and partridge will 
now be reviewed and set in three-
year intervals. Depredation hunts 
and any refuge seasons will also 
be reviewed and set in three-year 
intervals. Waterfowl and nonresi-
dent waterfowl hunting seasons 
will continue on an annual cycle 

due to the federal framework 
set by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the new authority 
granted to the Commission to set 
nonresident license numbers and 
license distribution.

“An important aspect of this 
new approach is that the Depart-
ment and the Commission will 
continue to have the ability to 
react to unforeseen circumstances 
that occasionally impact wildlife 
populations any time those cir-
cumstances arise,” explained Leif.

The multi-year season setting 
schedule was presented to the 
Commission by the Department 
and was approved this past No-
vember. To view this new season 
setting schedule, visit: http://
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
meetings.aspx. GFP also provides 
monthly information on what has 
been approved and/or rejected at 
each of the monthly Commission 
meetings (no meetings held in 
February or September). To receive 
the latest news and information 
distributed by GFP via email, 
subscribe today at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/agency/services/news-
sign-up.aspx.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/january/5.
aspx#sthash.8nHVLkyj.dpuf

Youth goose hunt to be 


