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can produce superior habitat for 
species such as wild turkey and 
white-tailed deer, and is practi-
cally essential for bobwhite quail 
as well as rare species like the red-
cockaded woodpecker. 

A good example of an ecosystem 
dependent on fire is the longleaf 
pine community. Longleaf pine 
forests once covered about 90 
million acres in the Southeast, 
but today only about four mil-
lion remain. In the absence of fire, 
longleaf pine and its associated 
plants and animals, some of which 
are rare and occur only in longleaf 
pine ecosystems, are replaced by 
other species. 

Scientists and land managers 
are increasingly aware of the im-
portance of fire for maintaining a 
healthy longleaf pine forest. “The 
Longleaf Alliance—a group of 
longleaf enthusiasts comprising 
land managers, landowners, re-
searchers, and others—has made 
monumental strides since its in-
ception in 1995 toward restoring 
longleaf pine ecosystems,” Stowe 
said. 

“Besides the ecological benefits 
of prescribed fire, it also has the 
added benefit of reducing fuel 
on the forest floor and lessening 
the chances of a catastrophic fire, 
which can threaten homes and 
people,” Stowe said. “Because fire 
has been suppressed for so long 
in some places, you get danger-
ous buildups of fuel and increase 
the chances for a wildfire that can 
destroy property and lives. The 
wildfires we’ve seen across the 
United States recently are due in 
large part to past fire suppression 
and they underscore the need for 
prescribed fire.”

By using a prescribed burn—
when wind, temperature and 
humidity conditions are appropri-
ate to remove some of the forest 
fuel like leaves, pine needles and 
twigs—fire managers can greatly 
reduce the chances of a catastroph-
ic wildfire. After prescribed burns 
are completed, the homes and 

properties close to heritage pre-
serves will be much less likely to 
be in the path of a wildfire, because 
the fuel is reduced or eliminated. 

South Carolina Quail 
Council advocates for 

habitat restoration
The first meeting of the South 

Carolina Quail Council was held 
on Dec. 10 at the Phillips Market 
Center at the State Farmers Mar-
ket. The Quail Council is a coali-
tion of state, federal and private 
interests formed to provide leader-
ship and advocacy for the restora-
tion of habitat for bobwhite quail 
and other grassland birds. Quail 
and their habitat cohorts, such as 
grasshopper sparrows, loggerhead 
shrikes, Bachman’s sparrows, 
prairie warblers, painted buntings 
and others, have been experienc-
ing long-term and widespread 
population declines due to habitat 
loss over a large geographic scale. 

The S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) has developed 
a plan for statewide restoration 
of habitat to benefit these species: 
“Northern Bobwhite Habitat Res-
toration in South Carolina: Chal-
lenges and opportunities in the 
21st Century.” This plan feeds into 
the National Bobwhite Conserva-
tion Initiative, a range-wide plan 
for recovering bobwhites to tar-
get densities set by state wildlife 
agencies, and includes all 25 states 

comprising the historic range of 
the bobwhite.

The formation of the South Caro-
lina Quail Council is a key step in 
moving the plan forward, which 
is expected to increase technical 
assistance capacity to improve 
habitat in agricultural and for-
ested landscapes, increase public 
awareness and appreciation of 
quail and grassland bird species 
and their habitat, and improve 
coordination of monitoring and 
research efforts for these species. 
An additional benefit of the ef-
fort will be increased habitat to 
support pollinator species such 
as bees and butterflies that are 
also known to be in decline. The 
inaugural meeting of the Quail 
Council was attended by forty-six 
individuals representing seven 
state agencies, five federal agen-
cies, thirteen non-governmental 
conservation organizations and 
five private landowners.

“The bobwhite quail is an iconic 
symbol of South Carolina rural 
culture and traditions,” said Al-
vin Taylor, DNR Director. “Most 
younger people have never had 
the chance to experience what I 
did growing up in Marion County- 
the exhilaration of following a cou-
ple of bird dogs and experiencing 
the exciting flush of a wild covey 
of quail. If we wait any longer to 
address the bobwhite decline, the 
current low population levels may 


