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During that time, he has main-
tained constant contact with the 
Small Game Project, offering assis-
tance with projects and initiatives.

“Mark is a staunch supporter 
of DNR and of scientific wildlife 
management in general. Follow-
ing publication of the NBCI 2.0 
(in 2011), Mark was one of the few 
quail hunters, if not the only one 
in South Carolina, to embrace the 
new planning paradigm, openly 
and wholehearted supporting the 
plan in conversations with other 
bird hunters and in various public 
forums.”

Through conversations with 
the DNR Small Game Project and 
with NBCI Director Don McKen-
zie, Coleman heeded the call to 
action from the initial State of the 
Bobwhite report and immediately 
engaged policy makers in South 
Carolina. He personally appeared 
before the DNR Board to request 
and promote wild bobwhite man-
agement in South Carolina.

“Although he is far too modest 
to accept any credit or praise,” 
Simmons said, “Mark was directly 
responsible for renewed emphasis 
and urgency on completion of 
South Carolina’s statewide quail 
restoration plan. He continues 
to this day to offer financial and 
logistic support for establishment 
of a statewide quail council, the 
next step in implementation of the 
South Carolina plan.” 

Fires intentionally set by land-
owners to clear farm fields and 
woodlots, and for other land 
management reasons, historically 
resulted in abundant habitat for 
bobwhites, as well as numerous 
other wildlife species. The term 
“fire bird” in relation to bobwhites 
was first coined by naturalist and 
scientist Herbert Stoddard, who 
researched bobwhites and worked 
to restore bobwhite habitat in the 
early 20th Century. 

Johnny Stowe, S.C. Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) wild-
life biologist and forester who 

represents the department on 
the S.C. Prescribed Fire Council, 
said: “Mr. Stoddard was the first 
wildland fire scientist, something 
the Southeastern United States 
can be very proud of. He laid 
the foundations of ecological fire 
science, a discipline that is today 
multifaceted and permeates all 
parts of the globe. And even more 
impressive is the fact that his pre-
scient advocacy was counter to 
the powers-that-were, who tried 
to suppress his research findings. 
He was a true pioneering hero.”

Today, “prescribed” fire under 
carefully selected conditions by 
trained professionals has become 
an increasingly important tool for 
helping create and manage habitat 
for bobwhites, as well as a suite of 
songbirds and other wildlife that 
require early successional habitat 
to survive.

Habitat restored, safety im-
proved on heritage preserves 
where prescribed fire is used

Many species and ecosystems 
require fire periodically to ensure 
their survival, and that’s why 
prescribed burns are conducted 
on many of the S.C. Department 
of Natural Resources’ heritage 
preserves.

“The objective of prescribed 
burns is to maintain the ecologi-
cal integrity of these lands,” said 
Johnny Stowe, S.C. Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife 
biologist, forester and heritage 
preserve manager, “and to provide 
for human safety by reducing the 
amount of fuel on the preserves, 
thereby reducing the chance of 
catastrophic wildfire. For many 
of these ecosystems, it’s not a 
matter of ‘if’ they will burn, but 
rather ‘when.’ We like to choose 
the ‘when.’”

The South Carolina Prescribed 
Fire Council is promoting public 
understanding about the benefits 
and importance of prescribed fire. 
The Prescribed Fire Council is 
composed of representatives from 
various conservation agencies and 
institutions. 

“Prescribed fire is a multi-cul-
tural tradition and ritual and a 
key part of our heritage in South 
Carolina,” Stowe said. “The In-
dians burned here for thousands 
of years, and both African and 
European immigrants brought 
with them from their native lands 
a long established history of using 
fire to manipulate the landscape.

“Through the centuries, many 
native plants, animals and habi-
tats in the Southeastern United 
States have adapted to the pres-
ence of recurring fire,” Stowe said. 
“Many species and ecosystems 
are now rare because of fire sup-
pression, and they actually need 
fire to ensure their survival.” Fire 


