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went quail hunting in Ellis 
County a week into the sea-
son, and he moved about 10 
coveys each day. And those 
coveys were large, he said, 
with 20 or 30 birds in each. 
And while he didn’t man-
age to bag a daily limit of 
10 birds, several people in 
his hunting party did get 
their limits.

Francis said the quail 
numbers haven’t been as 
good as they are now since 
about 2005. “It looks like a 
real comeback.”

James Dietsch, found-
ing chairman of the Cen-
tral Oklahoma 89er Chap-
ter of Quail Forever, agreed 
that quail numbers are much bet-
ter this year, which shows how re-
silient the birds can be when they 
get favorable weather conditions 
in back-to-back years.

“I think the population is in pret-
ty good shape,” he said, but dry 
conditions remain in many parts of 
western and southwestern Okla-
homa. Dietsch expressed concern 
that if the drought continues the 
next few years, the state’s quail 
populations will again fall off.

“This year is a far cry from 
what we used to have,” he said. 
“Coveys are all a decent size,” 
having 15 or more birds in each 
covey this year compared to an 
average of six birds several years 
ago. On a recent hunting trip in 
northwestern Oklahoma, he man-
aged to move 11 coveys, several of 
them being scaled quail. But the 
scenting conditions for the hunt-
ing dogs were difficult, he said, 
so finding the singles had been 
tough to do.

Hunters should find some suc-
cess after some scouting, talking 
to the local folks and finding the 
habitat areas that are holding the 
birds. But bird hunters might have 
to work harder to find as much 
success in southwestern Okla-
homa.

Dietsch said one hunter who 
went to Sandy Sanders Wild-
life Management Area on opening 
day failed to see any quail.

Senior biologist Ron Smith, man-
ager of Sandy Sanders and Altus-
Lugert WMAs for the Wildlife De-
partment, said quail hunting 
success in the southwestern region 
has been highly variable. He’s 
heard of some hunters moving 
about a half-dozen coveys a day, 
while others have reported little 
success.

“Overall, there are birds, and it 
has improved over the last three 
or four years,” Smith said. How-
ever, hunting activity has been 
lower than he expected. Smith 
said he fielded quite a few phone 
calls from hunters interested in 
quail season in late October and 
early November, but he has not 
seen very many hunters on either 
WMA.

Smith said the drought is still 
affecting southwestern Oklahoma, 
and any continued precipitation 
would greatly benefit the region.

Quail hunting season will be 
open until Feb. 15, 2015, but sea-
sons on public lands may vary 
from statewide seasons. Residents 
and nonresidents are required 
to have an appropriate hunting 

license, and hunters must wear 
daylight fluorescent orange cloth-
ing when required. For details, 
consult the “Oklahoma Hunting” 
guide online atwildlifedepart-
ment.com or in print where hunt-
ing and fishing licenses are sold.

Bobwhite numbers appear to be 
healthier this year in many parts 
of Oklahoma, according to field 
reports from quail hunters. The 
state’s quail hunting season is un-
der way and will run through Feb. 
15.

OREGON
Pheasant hunting 

workshop Jan. 17 in 
Maupin

Join ODFW and Sage Canyon 
Outfitters for a pheasant hunting 
workshop in Maupin, Ore. on Jan. 
17 from 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

The workshop will be held at 
Sage Canyon Outfitters upland 
bird hunting preserve in Maupin. 

The morning session will be a 
shotgun skills training session 
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