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Million in Grants to 
Enhance and Improve 
Outdoor Recreation 

Statewide
The Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources (ODNR) recently ap-
proved more than $2.8 million in 
NatureWorks state grants to assist 
communities across Ohio develop 
and improve public access to out-
door recreation facilities. 

“These grants will allow com-
munities to increase green space, 
update playground equipment 
and picnic areas, and spend time 
with their families, which helps 
improve the quality of life for 
everyone that calls our great state 
home,” said ODNR Director James 
Zehringer. 

In 2015, the ODNR Nature-
Works grant program will provide 
funding for 80 community-based 
projects to create and renovate 
parks and outdoor recreation ar-
eas. The grants will support the 
acquisition of more than 23 acres 
of green space, the development or 
improvement of 21 playgrounds, 
12 shelters and gazebos, seven 
park restrooms, two spray-splash 
pads, a skate park and dozens of 
other local improvement projects 
that will help make Ohio’s park 
infrastructure more enjoyable for 
all Ohioans. 

Go to http://ohiodnr.gov/por-
tals/parks/pdfs/about/grants/
natureworks/Nature-Works-
Awards-2014.pdf to learn more 
about the grant projects.

NatureWorks provides up to 75 
percent reimbursement assistance 
to local government subdivisions 
(i.e., townships, villages, cities, 
counties, park districts, joint rec-
reation districts and conservancy 
districts) for the acquisition, de-
velopment and rehabilitation of 
recreational areas. The projects are 
funded through the Ohio Parks 
and Natural Resources Bond 
Issue, which was approved by 
Ohio voters in November 1993. 

Additional legislation authorized 
the creation of the NatureWorks 
Grant Program. 

ODNR will accept new ap-
plications for the next round of 
NatureWorks funding until May 
1. Information about the Nature-
Works grants can be found at: 
ohiodnr.gov/realestate.

OKLAHOMA
State Quail Hunters Report 

Better Results This Year
After several years of disap-

pointment in the field for quail 
hunters, the 2014 season is prov-
ing to be one to remember. Several 
hunters have reported that quail 
populations seem to be improved, 
and they are having success find-
ing and harvesting bobwhites 
and scaled quail in some sections 
of Oklahoma. 

“It’s 100 percent better this 
year,” said hunter Lee Francis, 
president of Tulsa’s Tall Grass 
Heritage Chapter of Quail Forever. 
“It’s like a new day.”

Random surveys of quail hunt-
ers indicated they were finding 
several coveys of quail in the 
Panhandle, northwest and west-
central parts of the state. In the 
Panhandle and northwest areas, 
hunters reported moving an aver-
age of four coveys per day, with 
each covey containing an average 
of 13.5 birds. Hunters in the west-
central region reported moving an 
average of 3.6 coveys per day, with 
each covey containing an average 
of 13.5 birds. In the southwest 
region, hunters said they moved 
an average of two coveys per day, 
with an average of 11.8 birds per 
covey.

Several of the state’s avid quail 
hunters shared their perspectives 
on this year’s season so far:

*  Gordon Thomas: “Quail num-
bers are better they have been in 
a long time. Now we just need a 
little more moisture for the dogs 

to work.”
* Bobby Bell: “In the places I’ve 

been, I have seen five to 10 times 
the number of birds that we’ve had 
in previous years. I’ve seen eight 
to 10 coveys in areas where there 
was just one last year. Covey sizes 
are really good compared to last 
year, and there are plenty of young 
birds. It looks like they hatched out 
right up into September.”

* Joe Neal Hampton: “I’ve been 
half a dozen times this year, and 
it is definitely better than the last 
two years. In a spot that last year 
we were moving one to two cov-
eys, we are moving six to eight 
coveys this year. Covey sizes are 
a little bigger, and it looks like we 
had a late hatch this fall.”

Biologists and technicians 
with the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Wildlife Conservation-
also expressed optimism based on 
their observations in the western 
sections ofOklahoma after the 
opening weekend.

“Weather dictates ‘boom’ or 
‘bust’ reproductive summers, and 
also dictates how well hunters will 
do during the hunting season,” 
said Scott Cox, upland game biolo-
gist with the Wildlife Department.

“Quail thrive and have higher 
nesting success in wet and cool 
summers versus hot and dry sum-
mers. In wet and cool conditions, 
the production of insects is favor-
able along with nesting grasses 
and forbs.

“The much needed-rainfall 
helps in producing forbs with 
higher seed content and better 
insect numbers. Also, rainfall in 
the summer months makes such 
shrubs as sand plum, sumac, shin-
nery oak and wild rose healthier, 
to provide escape, thermal and 
loafing cover for birds during all 
seasons of the year.

“All these factors put together 
with the timely rains give us a 
boost in reproduction,” Cox said.

Francis, of Quail Forever, said he 


