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High Plains Snow Goose Fes-
tival  Facebook page. For more 
information about the High Plains 
Snow Goose & Heritage History 
Festival go to  www.highplains-
snowgoose.com.

IDAHO
New year requires new 

hunting and fishing 
licenses in idaho

Each of the 50 states has its own 
licensing system for hunting and 
fishing. Unlike Idaho, many states 
have hunting and fishing licenses 
that expire on dates other than 
December 31. 

My ‘14 Non-resident Washing-
ton fishing license’ is valid for 
fishing in the state of Washington 
from April 1, 2014 through March 
31, 2015. I hope to find an opportu-
nity to head that way to fish Lake 
Roosevelt again with that license 
before it expires next March. 

Idaho hunting and fishing li-
censes are sold on a calendar 
year basis. A new license must be 
purchased to hunt or fish in Idaho 
beginning January 1.

I once checked an angler in Ida-
ho on the Memorial Day weekend. 
He had a license for the prior year. 
He said that he had purchased it 
in September and that it was valid 
for a year…like a vehicle license 
plate. Unfortunately, that wasn’t 
the case.

I almost forgot to purchase new 
licenses on January 1 for my sons 
a few years ago. A co-worker was 
taking his family ice fishing on 
Cocolalla Lake on January 1, and 
he invited us to go along. I already 
had purchased my sportsman’s 
package that includes hunting 
and fishing licenses. They go on 
sale every December 1 for the fol-
lowing year but they are not valid 
until January 1.

As we approached Westmond, 
I asked my sons if they had re-
membered to bring their licenses. 

They said they had them in their 
wallets. While I was pleased that 
they had remembered, it was at 
that point that I realized the year 
had ended and they needed new 
ones . . . beginning that very day. 
Their licenses had expired eight 
hours ago.

Lucky for us, the Westmond 
Store, just across the road from 
Cocolalla Lake, is a license vendor. 
I was able to purchase licenses 
and we were able to go fishing 
without the need to drive all the 
way to Sandpoint to buy the boys’ 
licenses.

Idaho now offers three year 
combination (hunting and fish-
ing) licenses. These are also valid 
on a calendar year basis, but they 
are good until December 31 of the 
third year. Should a person forget 
they have a three year license and 
attempt to buy a license before 
the original expires, the computer 
system will indicate that a valid 
license has already been issued.

There is one license issued by 
Idaho Fish and Game that comes 
to mind that is not sold on a 
calendar year basis. Idaho trap-
ping licenses are valid from July 
1through the following June 30. 
This is because trapping seasons 
generally begin in the fall and end 
in the late winter. Federal duck 
stamps are also valid from July 
1-June 30 for the same reason.

Idaho resident hunting licenses 
for a calendar year cost $12.75 
and fishing licenses cost $25.75. 
The three year combination hunt-
ing and fishing license is $97.00. 
Junior and Senior prices cost even 
less. Resident licenses have not 
increased in price in a decade. One 
nice dinner, a day on the slopes, a 
movie and popcorn, or a ball game 
are each likely to cost more than a 
year of hunting or fishing in the 
great outdoors of Idaho.

For information on licenses and 
to purchase online, go to http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/
licenses/ 

Public’s help sought in 
swan poaching case

Fish and Game is asking the 
public for information regard-
ing the poaching of a trumpeter 
swan on the Boise River just east 
of Middleton. The swan appeared 
to have been killed on or about 
December 26th.

Citizens Against Poaching 
(CAP) is offering a reward for 
information in the case and callers 
can remain anonymous. Contact 
CAP at 1-800-632-5999 twenty-
four hours a day.

At more than 20 pounds, and 
with a wingspan of eight feet, the 
trumpeter swan is the largest wa-
terfowl in North America and the 
largest swan in the world. There is 
no hunting season for trumpeter 
swans in Idaho.

The juvenile swan was discov-
ered along the Boise River just 
upstream from the Lansing Lane 
Sportsman’s Access area on the 
afternoon of December 26th. A 
waterfowl hunter called into the 
CAP hotline to report the find.

Fish and Game conservation 
officer Matt O’Connell collected 
evidence at the scene, but hopes 
to learn more about the case from 
others who have knowledge of 
the poaching incident. “I am very 
interested in visiting with anyone 
who has information regarding 
this poached swan,” O’Connell 
stated.

This case is eerily similar to an-
other trumpeter swan poaching 
case that occurred near the Boise 
River just east of Middleton in 
early 2013. In that case, several 
witnesses provided key informa-
tion that led to the prosecution of 
the four swan poachers and a sub-
stantial reward for the witnesses.

In addition to the CAP hotline, 
persons may also contact their 
local Fish and Game office with 
information regarding this case.


