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season dates, permits allocated, 
etc.) and results in the hunts in 
which sportsmen, women and 
children participate.

However, wildlife biologists 
note that while wildlife is held 
in the public’s trust, and hunting 
opportunity is important, using 
science-based principles in shap-
ing the guideline process remains 
paramount to assure healthy, 
sustainable, and diverse wildlife 
populations in perpetuity.

After all the comments are re-
ceived, reviewed and processed, 
the department will host public 
meetings across the state to pres-
ent the proposed revisions, answer 
questions, and collect any further 
public input. A final draft will 
then be prepared and posted on 
the department’s website prior 
to being presented to the Arizona 
Game and Fish Commission in 
September.

The existing hunt guidelines, as 
well as information on the hunt 
guidelines process, can be found 
at www.azgfd.gov/huntguide-
lines.

ARKANSAS
Pieces coming together for 

duck hunters
Duck hunting conditions have 

improved dramatically in Arkan-
sas, and the coming days are shap-
ing up to be some of the best duck 
hunting conditions of the season.

Several inches of rain fell across 
many areas of the state this past 
weekend, providing additional 
waterfowl habitat and inundat-
ing more ground on many of the 
state’s wildlife management areas. 
Combined with a blast of Arctic 
air that’s moving across the state 
today, conditions over the next 
several days have the potential 
of providing some of the season’s 
most promising hunting condi-
tions.

After remaining mostly dry 

throughout much of the year, 
several of the state’s more popular 
public hunting areas are now at 
or near full flood pool, including 
Bayou Meto WMA. Addition-
ally, public hunting opportunities 
along eastern Arkansas rivers is 
increasing. The White River was 
at 19.4 feet earlier today on the 
Clarendon gauge, and is projected 
to reach near 24 feet this weekend. 
The Cache River at Patterson 
gauge is above flood stage and is 
expected to crest at around 10 feet 
this weekend.

The coldest air of the season 
will grip Arkansas for the next 
several days, with lows  Thursday 
morning in the single digits across 
northern portions of the state and 
in the teens elsewhere. The combi-
nation of flooded bottomlands, ad-
ditional sheet water in agricultural 
fields and the frigid temperatures 
typically bode well for Arkansas 
duck hunting.

Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission biologists are conducting 
the Midwinter Aerial Waterfowl 
survey this week, and results of 
the count should be available for 
next week’s waterfowl report.

COLORADO
High Plains Snow Goose 

Festival announces 
keynote entertainer

Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the 
Lamar Chamber of Commerce, the 
Kiowa County Economic Develop-
ment and Canyons and Plains are 
excited to host Jim Pfitzer as the 
speaker, entertainer and guide for 
the 13th Annual High Plains Snow 
Goose & Heritage History Festival 
that will be held February 20-22, in 
Lamar, Colorado.

Jim Pfitzer is best known for his 
nature-based personal tales rang-
ing from too-close-for-comfort 
black bear encounters, to the sig-
nificance of sweet tea in southern 
society. His work has been called 
“avant-garde and old fashioned at 

the same time.”  His latest work, 
Aldo Leopold - A Standard of 
Change www.astandardofchange.
com, takes Jim out of his usual role 
as storyteller, casting him for the 
first time as playwright and actor. 
A Standard of Change explores the 
influences and challenges that led 
Aldo Leopold to penning some of 
the most important essays in his 
book, A Sand County Almanac. 
Get acquainted with Jim and visit 
www.astandardofchange.com.

The three-day festival offers a va-
riety of programs, field trips, and 
seminars that celebrate birding, 
watchable wildlife and historical 
heritage in Southeastern Colorado. 
Tour Two Buttes Reservoir, John 
Martin Reservoir, and Picture and 
Carrizo Canyons, south of Lamar. 
You can even have breakfast with 
the Raptors!

“This festival is an opportunity 
for the folks who live in Southeast 
Colorado to be a tourist in their 
own community! We love to show 
off our region, but it’s not only for 
the visitors, “Pat Palmer, History 
Buff and Coordinator of the event, 
said. “In addition to bird watch-
ing, people can tour beautiful 
historical sites, sample authentic 
Dutch Oven cooking, listen to the 
magnificent native American flute 
and guitar music of Lex Nichols 
and take a wagon ride”, Palmer 
added.

Participants can watch approxi-
mately 30,000 geese take off from 
local reservoirs and fly to their 
feeding grounds. Flocks number-
ing in the tens of thousands make 
for an impressive sight. Hundreds 
of bird species migrate through 
Southeastern Colorado each year, 
but the migration of snow geese is 
by far the most dramatic.

Event registration is free, how-
ever field trips range from $10 to 
$50, depending on the length of 
the program and if meals are pro-
vided. Numerous programs are 
also offered at no charge.

Stay up to date by visiting the 


