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fowl across Europe and Asia over 
the last year with no associated 
cases in humans. 

Avian flu concerns have prompt-
ed increased surveillance of wild 
birds in Alaska in the past. Be-
tween 2006 and 2010, nearly 57,000 
birds were tested for H5N1, and 
none tested positive for the virus. 
The Alaska Departments of Fish 
and Game, Environmental Con-
servation, and the U.S. Geological 
Survey are performing surveil-
lance testing for avian influenza. 

“Neither H5N2 nor H5N8 have 
been found in Alaska,” said DEC 
State Veterinarian Dr. Bob Gerlach. 

Alaska waterfowl hunting sea-
sons remain open through Decem-
ber 31 in Southeast and through 
January 22, 2015, around Kodiak 
Island and the Aleutian Chain. 
While no public health concerns 
have been associated with either 
H5N2 or H5N8 avian influenza 
strains, these cases serve as re-
minders that wildlife can carry 
pathogens of many kinds. As 
always, Alaska hunters should 
practice routine hygiene when 
handling, cleaning and cooking 
wild game. The Department of 
Fish and Game recommends the 
following: 

* Do not handle or eat obviously 
sick game. 

* Wear rubber or disposable latex 
gloves while handling and clean-
ing game. 

* Wash hands and thoroughly 
clean knives, equipment and sur-
faces that come into contact with 
game. 

* Do not eat, drink or smoke 
while handling animals. 

* All game should be thoroughly 
cooked (meat internal temperature 
of 165 °F). 

Poultry owners can protect back-
yard flocks by taking measures 
to prevent them from interacting 
with wild birds. Neither H5N2 
nor H5N8 have been found in any 
commercial poultry flocks. 

Dead or sick domestic birds 
should be reported to the DEC at 
(907) 375-8215; for more informa-
tion, contact Dr. Bob Gerlach bob.
gerlach@alaska.gov in Anchor-
age at 375-8214. Dead or sick 
wild birds should be reported to 
ADF&G Wildlife Health and Dis-
ease Surveillance Program, phone: 
(907) 328-8354, email: dfg.dwc.
vet@alaska.gov; or to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Avian Disease 
Hotline at 1-866-527-3358. 

DNR, Fish and Game 
Commissioners Appointed

Governor Walker is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Sam 
Cotten as Acting Fishing & Game 
Commissioner.

“Sam has a long history of public 
service in Alaska,” Walker said. 
“I’m confident his strong fisheries 
background and legislative expe-
rience will guide us through this 
critical transition period. I thank 
Sam for coming out of retirement 
to answer the call to serve his 
state.”

Cotten is among those being 
considered for a permanent com-
missioner appointment.

Cotten has served on a number 
of boards, including North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council, 
Alaska Commercial Fishing and 
Agriculture Bank, Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute committees, 
International Pacific Fisheries 
Commission Advisor and Cook 
Inlet Aquaculture Association. He 
also has been an advisor in fisher-
ies negotiations between the U.S. 
and USSR.

Cotten served for 16 years in 
both chambers of the Alaska State 
Legislature. From 1989 -1990, he 
served as House Speaker. Cotten 
is a U.S. Navy veteran who served 
two tours in Vietnam. He is a life-
long Alaskan, born in Juneau. He 
lives in Eagle River.

Governor Walker is also pleased 
to announce the appointment of 

Marty Rutherford as Department 
of Natural Resources Deputy 
Commissioner.

“Marty is a natural fit for this 
position,” Walker said. “I know 
and trust Marty. She will hit the 
ground running and do an out-
standing job.”

Rutherford most recently served 
as special projects manager for 
LINC ENERGY, and has 19 years 
of state government experience, 
including her time at DNR deputy 
commissioner under the Palin ad-
ministration.

ARIZONA
Public input sought on 

game management hunt 
guidelines

The Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment is accepting comments 
on improving the hunt guide-
lines to continue the sustainable 
management of the state’s game 
animals, while providing as much 
hunting recreation as possible. 

Comments on the existing hunt 
guidelines may be submitted 
through Feb. 15, 2015, either by e-
mail to azgamebranch@azgfd.gov, 
or by mail to Hunt Guidelines, 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, 
Phoenix, AZ 85086.

“This is the public’s opportunity 
to get involved in the nuts and 
bolts of this bi-annual process,” 
said Big Game Management Su-
pervisor Amber Munig. “We are 
seeking your ideas, comments, 
concerns, or observations on how 
to meet the many demands by our 
varied hunting public, as well as 
fostering new opportunities for 
continuing our hunting heritage 
for future generations.”

The hunt guidelines provide the 
biological and social parameters 
that make up the “recipes” used 
by wildlife managers to formulate 
the annual hunt recommendations 
(season structures, season lengths, 


