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and the county has agreed to 
work with AKC and local clubs 
and breeders to develop more 
effective policies.  

New York — A measure 
considered by the Suffolk 
County Legislature, as intro-
duced, would have created 
many new requirements on 
those who meet the state defi-
nition of “pet dealer” (those 
who sell or offer to sell 9 or 
more dogs a year. Those who 
raise 25 dogs or fewer in a year 
at their residence are exempt). 
The new regulations would 
have included preventing a 
dog from being sold, traded or 
given away prior to 14 weeks of 
age, unannounced inspections, 
and unclear and potentially 
problematic requirements for 
“primary enclosures”, which 
could possibly include some-
one’s home. Based on concerns 
raised by the AKC and local 
clubs, the sponsor created a task 
force to help develop amend-
ments. Amendments were 
made that changed the age of 
sale of a puppy to 8 weeks, 
modified size requirements 
for primary enclosures,  and 
prohibited pet dealers from ob-
taining animals from a breeder 
that has been cited for certain 
USDA violations. The amend-
ments would also require all 
pet dealers to provide a copy 
of their latest USDA inspection 
report. It is unclear how this 
would apply to breeders who 
are not licensed by USDA. This 
measure was approved by the 
Legislature with the changes 
requested by the AKC and lo-
cal clubs. 

North Carolina — Senate 
Bill 744, the Appropriations 
Act (the state budget) for 2014, 
passed the General Assembly 
without problematic amend-
ments initially approved by 
the House. The House amend-
ments would have transferred 
jurisdiction of the state’s Ani-
mal Welfare Act out of the state 
Department of Agriculture 
to the Department of Public 
Safety, and established vague 
new dog dealer definitions that 
would have required individu-
als who own more than 10 in-
tact female dogs to be licensed 
and regulated by the state as 
commercial “dog dealers”, 
regardless of actual breeding 
or commercial activity. It also 
would have transferred funds 
from the state’s spay/neuter 
program to set up a fund that 
would allow donations by pri-
vate groups to pay for kennel 
inspections required by the pro-
posed new regulations. These 
amendments were not included 
in the final budget that has been 
signed by the governor.  AKC 
GR encourages dog owners 
and breeders to contact key 
legislators and thank them for 
not allowing these problematic 
amendments to be included in 
the budget.

North Carolina — House 
Bill 930 would have defined 
“large commercial dog breed-
ing facilities” as individuals 
who own 10 or more intact 
females over the age of six 
months. It also would have 
established care and condi-
tions within criminal — rather 
than typical animal welfare — 

codes for this group. AKC GR 
expressed strong concern with 
the definition of commercial 
dog breeder. Senate leadership 
ultimately held the bill due to 
some tactics used by some of 
the bill’s supporters, AKC GR 
is conducting outreach with key 
officials to develop a long-term 
strategy for addressing these 
canine policy concerns in North 
Carolina.

Pennsylvania – The Phila-
delphia City Council proposed 
a measure that would have 
prohibited keeping a dog out-
side unless the temperature 
was between 32 and 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit – even if there was 
proper protection from the ele-
ments.  The AKC wrote a letter 
of concern stating that certain 
breeds thrive in temperatures 
outside this range, and that 
humidity and other factors can 
cause harm to the dog even in 
those temperature ranges.  The 
council amended the proposal 
to state that dogs may not be 
left outdoors if there is an ex-
treme heat or cold emergency 
declared, unless the dog has 
access to proper shelter and 
protection from the weather. 

Rhode Island — House Bill 
7198 sought to roll back some of 
the state’s protections against 
local breed-specific legislation 
that were enacted in 2013 by 
permitting localities to mandate 
spay/neuter requirements on 
specific breeds. AKC GR issued 
a legislative alert and wrote a 
letter in opposition to the bill. 
Upon its consideration of the 
bill on February 6, the House 


