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animal control and animal pro-
tection shelters. HB 5095 passed 
the House of Representatives, 
but both bills were ultimately 
held in the Senate Agriculture 
Committee. AKC GR issued a 
legislative alert, and worked 
with the Michigan Associa-
tion of Pure Bred Dogs, AKC’s 
Michigan federation, to address 
concerns with this measure.  

New Jersey – Senate Bill 
1804 and Assembly Bill 3445 
would permit pet owners to 
board public transportation 
with domesticated animals 
during emergency evacuations. 
The AKC applauds the New 
Jersey legislature’s efforts to 
protect the Garden State’s dogs 
– and owners who might other-
wise not evacuate a dangerous 
area – by providing the means 
by which responsible owners 
and their pets can escape areas 
of danger. The bills were signed 
into law on January 21. 

New York — Assembly Bill 
1204 / Senate Bill 2271 would 
have banned the practice of 
canine “devocalization”. The 
only exemptions would have 
been for instances when it is 
medically necessary to treat 
or relieve a physical illness or 
an abnormality causing pain 
or harm. Veterinarians who 
performed the procedure could 
have their license revoked. 
AKC GR issued legislative 
alerts and sent letters of concern 
on these bills.  A.1204 passed 
the Assembly, but both A.1204 
and S.2271 were held in the 
Senate Agriculture Committee.  

New York — Assembly 

Bill 3371 would have required 
all breeders to be licensed and 
inspected if they breed three 
or more animals a year “for 
profit”. AKC GR sent a mes-
sage opposing the definition 
of “breeder”, explaining that 
this would require people to 
open up their private homes for 
unannounced inspections. The 
bill was held in the Assembly 
Agriculture Committee. 

New York — Assembly Bill 
6368 / Senate Bill 7336 would 
have prevented any person 
from participating in a “circus” 
if they have had a USDA viola-
tion within the past two years. 
The definition of “circus” in-
cluded any event where an ani-
mal is trained to “perform some 
behavior or action”, unless the 
organization hosting the event 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organi-
zation. This would potentially 
have defined numerous AKC 
and AKC club events in New 
York State as “circuses” and 
could have subjected them to 
further regulation. The AKC 
sent a letter of opposition to 
this definition to the Assembly 
Economic Development Com-
mittee. A. 6368 was scheduled 
for a committee hearing on May 
28, but no action was taken. 
S 7336 was held in the Senate 
Consumer Protection Com-
mittee. 

New York — Assembly Bill 
7064 would have required any 
permanent structure where 
animals are kept to be equipped 
with a fire suppression system 
and an alarm system that di-
rectly connects to the local po-
lice and fire departments. AKC 

GR sent a letter of concern over 
the extensive unnecessary cost 
and burden this would place on 
animal owners. The bill had a 
public hearing in the Assembly 
Agriculture Committee, but 
was ultimately held. 

N e w  Yo r k  —  S e n a t e 
Bill 7684 / Assembly Bill 
8185 would increase the pen-
alty when someone deliber-
ately removes the collar or any 
form of identification from a 
companion animal without the 
owner’s permission. The bills 
also would increase the pen-
alty when someone entices or 
seizes a dog when it is properly 
identified, or transports a com-
panion animal for the purpose 
of killing or selling it without 
the owner’s express permis-
sion. The AKC supports these 
bills, which were signed by the 
governor on July 23 and take 
effect immediately.

New York – Montgomery 
County passed a bill that would 
have required licensing and 
inspections for anyone who 
breeds a dog.  The bill would 
also have developed a new 
oversight committee with no 
breeder input and a new cru-
elty registry for any violation 
of the cruelty or neglect laws.  
Any violation – regardless how 
minor- would have prevented 
owners from owning or keep-
ing a dog for 10 years.  The 
County Executive agreed to 
host a public meeting to hear 
concerns on the bill.  AKC is-
sued a legislative alert and two 
letters of concern to the county 
executive.  The bill was vetoed 


