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times that required by USDA. 
In addition, breeders would 
have been prohibited from be-
ing involved in certain rescue 
activities. A “special” license 
would have been provided to 
“small breeders, competitive 
show breeders, or specialized 
breeders”, but none of these 
terms were defined, and these 
licensees would still have been 
subject to many regulations. 
AKC issued legislative alerts 
and letters to the Senate, and 
worked closely with numerous 
breeders, fanciers, and AKC 
club members in opposition to 
this bill. Read more about this 
victory for Iowa dog breeders.

Kentucky – BR1720 would 
have established standards of 
animal care which were writ-
ten so broadly that an owner 
could be charged with felony 
cruelty if an animal suffered an 
accidental injury. AKC GR sent 
letters of concern. The measure 
was withdrawn by the sponsor.

Kentucky – House Bill 409 
would have established “mini-
mum care standards” which, 
among other problematic pro-
visions, would have required 
owners to provide dogs and 
cats with “continuous access” 
to an exercise area. This would 
have criminalized many re-
sponsible pet owners, particu-
larly apartment dwellers and 
others who lack such facilities. 
Failure to provide such stan-
dards of care would have been 
the crime of felony torture. HB 
409 also would have allowed 
officers to seize a pet without a 
warrant and required the owner 

to either relinquish ownership 
prior to adjudication or post 
bond for care of the impounded 
animal. If found not guilty or if 
the charges were dropped, the 
owner would have been reim-
bursed only the unused funds. 
AKC GR sent letters of opposi-
tion. HB 409 did not advance in 
committee.

Louisiana – In response to a 
tragic bite event in a neighbor-
ing parish, a Lafourche Parish 
councilman publicly discussed 
introducing breed-specific re-
strictions. Because of AKC GR’s 
outreach, along with those of 
several concerned residents, 
the council ultimately consid-
ered breed-neutral updates to 
the Parish’s dangerous dog 
ordinances instead. Lafourche 
Parish remains a breed-neutral 
jurisdiction. 

Louisiana — Officials with 
the Village of Moreauville, 
Louisiana, repealed a recently-
enacted vicious breed ban. The 
law had classified Rottweilers 
and “pit bulls” as vicious and 
required owners to surrender 
their dogs to local authorities 
for “disposition” or to move 
their dogs outside of the town. 
Officials also previously ap-
proved the use of tranquilizer 
rifles to subdue targeted dogs.  
AKC issued legislative alerts, 
blogs, and correspondence to 
the village and to dog owners 
to support of the repeal.

Maryland – HB 73 and SB 
247 repeal the Tracey v. Solesky 
Court of Appeals ruling that 
declared all “pit bulls” as in-
herently dangerous. The AKC 

supports the repeal of this dis-
criminatory court ruling. The 
measures also establish that the 
owner of a dog is liable for any 
injury, death, or loss to person 
or property caused while their 
dog is running at large unless 
the loss was caused by some-
one committing or attempting 
to commit a trespass or other 
criminal offense or if the dog 
was being teased, tormented, 
abused or provoked. The bills 
were signed by the governor 
in April and go into effect im-
mediately. AKC sent letters in 
support of repealing this breed-
specific court ruling.

Michigan – House Bill 4168 
makes updates to the licens-
ing requirements in the state’s 
“Dog Law of 1919”. This in-
cludes removing the current 
provision requiring sheriffs to 
locate and kill all unlicensed 
dogs. Under current law, any 
sheriff that did not comply 
would be considered negligent 
in their duties. AKC GR and its 
state federation supported the 
repeal of this antiquated and 
egregious provision. The bill 
was signed by the governor on 
March 12, 2014.

Michigan — House Bill 
5095/Senate Bill 560 would 
have, among other provisions, 
limited the number of dogs that 
can be kept on a single prem-
ises and defined a “large scale 
commercial breeder kennel” as 
one where more than 15 intact 
female dogs are kept for the 
purpose of breeding. The bills 
also included new regulations 
and reporting requirements for 


