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California — Assembly Bill 
1810 allows a veterinarian, cat 
or dog kennel, pet grooming 
parlor, animal hospital or ani-
mal care facility to turn over an 
abandoned animal to a public 
animal control agency, animal 
shelter or humane society if 
the group agrees to accept the 
animal. Previously the law 
required that abandoned ani-
mals held by these facilities be 
humanely destroyed. AKC GR 
actively supported this mea-
sure and it was signed into law 
by Governor Gerald Brown. 

Connecticut – Senate Bill 
445 was developed pursuant 
to a 2013 task force investigat-
ing the “retail” sale of cats and 
dogs from “inhumane origins”. 
As amended by the Joint Com-
mittee on Environment, the 
measure establishes standards 
of care for dogs owned by in-
dividuals who maintain more 
than 10 dogs capable of breed-
ing that are consistent with the 
standards required of animal 
importers. It requires pet sellers 
to post the USDA inspection 
reports of breeders from whom 
they source puppies, and bans 
the sale of pets from breeders 
with certain USDA regulatory 
violations. The measure further 
clarifies that the reimbursement 
under the state’s puppy lemon 
law is limited to the purchase 
price of the dog or cat, provided 
that the pet is diagnosed with 
a congenital disorder within 6 
months of purchase. AKC and 
the Connecticut Dog Federation 
submitted testimony and com-
municated extensively with 
the task force to ensure a fair, 

reasonable law. Governor Mal-
loy has signed the bill into law.

Georgia – On February 25, 
the Albany city commission 
tabled a proposed ordinance 
that would  have required 
registration of “pit bull” dogs, 
established stringent enclosure 
requirements, and required 
owners to maintain $100,000 
liability insurance or a $15,000 
surety bond. The proposal 
would have defined “pit bulls” 
as American Pit Bull Terriers, 
American Staffordshire Terri-
ers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers, 
and any dog displaying the 
majority of physical traits of 
the breeds.  

Hawaii – House Bill 2534 
would have required anyone 
who owns or has custody of ten 
or more unsterilized dogs over 
the age of one year to register 
with the Department of Com-
merce and Consumer Affairs. 
AKC GR issued a legislative 
alert and sent letters of opposi-
tion. The bill was deferred in 
committee.

Hawaii – Senate Bill 414, 
which carried forward from 
2013, sought to require licens-
ing of persons who own or 
have custody of ten or more 
intact dogs over the age of 12 
months and sell more than 3 
litters or more than 25 dogs 
per year. The bill would have 
established problematic regula-
tions, prohibited ownership or 
custody of more than 30 intact 
dogs over 1 year of age, and 
prohibited breeding any dog 
(male or female) older than age 
8. SB 414 passed in the Senate 

in 2013, but did not advance in 
House committees. AKC GR is-
sued legislative alerts and sent 
letters of opposition.

Hawaii – Senate Bill 2049 
sought to strengthen existing 
law by providing that the own-
er of an attacking dog shall be 
liable for injuries caused by the 
dog on both private and public 
property. AKC GR proposed 
a friendly amendment to add 
the phrase “without provoca-
tion” to the bill text in order to 
provide protection for a dog 
and dog owner in the event that 
the dog reacted to provocation 
by a human or other animal. 
The amendment was accepted 
by the Public Safety, Intergov-
ernmental and Military Affairs 
Committee; however, the bill 
did not advance in additional 
Senate committees. 

Iowa – Senate File 2361 
(formerly SF 2166 and SF 2254) 
would have created many new 
restrictions and requirements 
for “commercial breeders”, 
which are currently defined 
as someone who has four or 
more intact dogs and receives 
any kind of consideration for 
breeding. Provisions of con-
cern included significantly 
increasing license fees to pay 
for a new “animal rescue re-
mediation fund” to pay for the 
“rescue” of animals from com-
mercial kennels. All who meet 
the definition of commercial 
breeder would have been re-
quired to open up their kennels 
for unannounced inspections 
and by 2015 the primary en-
closures would have to be two 


