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News From The AKC

AKC 2014 Legislative 
Successes 

The following list pro-
vides some of the highlights of 
AKC Government Relations’ 
(AKC GR) legislative successes 
through January 14, 2015. Other 
victories not included in this 
list have been won by AKC 
federations, clubs, and respon-
sible dog owners and breeders 
around the country who con-
tinue to work tirelessly to pro-
mote positive canine legislation 
in their state and community. 

To view all Legislative 
Alerts posted for your state in 
2014, as well as the latest infor-
mation on all bills being tracked 
by the AKC Government Rela-
tions Department, visit the 2014 
Legislation Tracking page. To 
see a list of legislative successes 
from 2013, click here.

Federal/Regulation — The 
US Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service (USDA APHIS) 
released  regulations  effective 
November 17 that imple-
ment Section 18 of the Animal 
Welfare Act, which prohibits 
importation of dogs into the 
United States for resale unless 
the dogs are at least 6 months 
of age and meet basic health 
clearances. These requirements, 
which were part of the 2008 
Farm Bill, represent years of 
effort by  the AKC, NAIA and 
other dog experts concerned 

about the public health im-
pact of large numbers of pup-
pies imported into the United 
States with little oversight. In 
many cases, these imported 
animals come from unknown 
origins (strays or street dogs) 
or unregulated high volume 
commercial breeders and may 
pose health risks to human 
and canine populations. The 
measure is expected to curtail 
the ”dumping” of potentially ill 
and parasite-infested imported 
puppies on US markets, where 
they may be resold or marketed 
as “rescues”.

Federal/Regulation – The 
“Farm Bill ( HR 2642) and the 
Farm Bill Conference Report, 
which was signed by the Presi-
dent on February 7, provides 
two changes negotiated by 
AKC to reduce the number of 
small hobby breeders subject to 
USDA licensing and regulation 
as pet dealers. It exempts small 
hobby breeders who maintain 
more than four “breeding fe-
males” but do not transfer more 
than a “de minimis” (minimal) 
number of pets sight unseen. 
Also, the conference report di-
rects APHIS to clarify the term 
“breeding female” to mean 
only those female animals 
capable of reproduction and 
actively being used in a breed-
ing program should qualify as 
breeding females. By including 
only those animals currently 
part of an active breeder pro-

gram, breeders will be able to 
maintain retired intact females 
or grow out young females 
without fear of triggering fed-
eral licensing requirements. In 
each instance, USDA APHIS 
is directed  to prepare  specific 
regulations that further address 
these issues. Visit AKC GR’s 
online Regulations Resource 
Page for the latest information.

California — Assembly Bill 
1520 would have allowed the 
court to appoint a Guardian 
ad Litem for a pet that is the 
subject of a pet trust in certain 
circumstances. AKC GR sent 
a letter of opposition to this 
measure and discussed our 
concerns with staff. The bill 
was vetoed by Governor Gerald 
Brown. 

California — Assembly 
Bill  1809  requires Certificates 
of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) 
for dogs entering the state for 
sale or transfer. The person who 
brings the dog into the state 
would be required to submit 
the CVI to the local county 
health department. The origi-
nal bill would have impacted 
all animals coming into Cali-
fornia, even those traveling as 
family pets or for participation 
in a show or event. AKC GR 
worked with the bill’s author 
and sponsor to amend the 
language in a positive manner 
so that dogs not intended for 
resale and certain other dogs 
are exempt. The bill was signed 
into law by Governor Gerald 
Brown. 


