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News from the Non-profits

Ducks Unlimited
DU celebrates more than 5 
million acres conserved in 

the United States
Ducks Unlimited is proud to 

announce the successful conserva-
tion of more than 5 million acres 
of vital waterfowl habitat in the 
United States. It’s a conservation 
milestone 30 years in the making.

In 1984, Ducks Unlimited 
launched its U.S. habitat program, 
which was a logical extension 
of DU’s longstanding mission 
to conserve and enhance North 
America’s most important wet-
lands to waterfowl. Thanks to 
decades of abiding by that single 
mission, Ducks Unlimited is now 
the world’s largest and most effec-
tive private, nonprofit waterfowl 
and wetlands conservation orga-
nization. DU is able to deliver its 
work through partnerships with 
private individuals, landowners, 
agencies, scientific communities 
and other entities.

“Ducks Unlimited’s mission of 
wetlands conservation continues 
to be driven by science to deliver 
the best possible outcomes for 
waterfowl in the highest priority 
landscapes,” said DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt. 
“Our team is proud of what we 
have accomplished and we look 
forward to conserving the next 
5 million acres as efficiently and 
effectively as the last.”

Conserved acres are habitat 
Ducks Unlimited, with its thou-
sands of partners, has protected, 
restored, enhanced or managed for 
waterfowl. DU considers habitat 
conserved if it is under an agree-
ment that lasts at least 10 years or 
is owned by a public agency that 

assures its long-term dedication 
to wildlife.

DU restores or enhances habitat 
using direct management prac-
tices such as improving water con-
trol and hydrology or establishing 
native vegetation. Although DU 
often protects and restores or 
enhances the same land multiple 
times, those acres are only counted 
once.

“This monumental conservation 
milestone would not have been 
possible without the continued 
help and support of our state and 
federal agency, corporate and 
volunteer partners in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “This is 
another important step to fulfill 
Ducks Unlimited’s vision for 
wetlands sufficient to fill the skies 
with waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. It’s always great to 
celebrate an achievement like this, 
but we have much more work to 
do in the United States and across 
the continent.”

Continentally, more than 13 mil-
lion acres have been conserved 
in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, thanks to the contribu-
tions of Ducks Unlimited’s mil-
lions of supporters.

Media Contact:Gregg Powers, 
gpowers@ducks.org 

President signs duck 
stamp bills into law

In a major win for wetlands and 
waterfowl conservation, President 
Obama has signed into law both 
the Duck Stamp Act of 2014 and 
a bill making the federal duck 
stamp permanently available for 
purchase online. 

“It’s great that both Republicans 

and Democrats can come together 
to pass legislation of such impor-
tance to conservation efforts na-
tionwide,” said Ducks Unlimited 
CEO Dale Hall. “The additional 
duck stamp funding provided 
by waterfowl hunters and other 
conservationists will not only 
conserve critical habitat, but will 
also help ensure the future of our 
waterfowling traditions.”

Since 1991 – the last time the 
price of the duck stamp was in-
creased – its purchasing power 
has declined due to inflation and 
rising land costs. The Duck Stamp 
Act of 2014 will build on this pro-
gram’s long tradition of helping to 
conserve vital waterfowl habitat 
across America, especially in the 
Prairie Pothole Region, one of the 
continent’s most important pro-
duction areas.  

Along with the Duck Stamp Act 
of 2014, President Obama also 
signed into law the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act, which 
will allow people to purchase 
the duck stamp online. Physi-
cal stamps will still be mailed to 
buyers, but the online proof of 
purchase provides new conve-
nience to sportsmen and women 
by immediately fulfilling the re-
quirement of possessing a stamp 
to hunt waterfowl. After 45 days, 
the proof of purchase expires and 
purchasers must carry the tradi-
tional paper stamp when hunting 
waterfowl. 

“Anyone with an internet con-
nection and a credit card can now 
purchase federal duck stamps 
from the comfort of their own 
home,” said Kellis Moss, DU’s 
director of public policy. “State 
hunting and fishing licenses have 
been available online for years, 
and this is one more step in mak-
ing waterfowl hunting more acces-
sible to everyone.” 


