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Figure 1-26: Lance canines. Figure 1-28: Anterior cross bite.

Figure 1-27: Lance canines.

Risks: Lance canines render 
a dog unable to puncture; they 
cause crowding, which in turn 
leads to periodontal disease. In 
severe cases, the upper lip will 
be unable to cover the lower 
canine.

Anterior Cross Bite Now 
called Rostral Cross Bite, the 
canines and premolars are 
normal, but one or more of the 
lower incisors are positioned 
in front of the upper incisors. 
When seen in adult dogs, a 
rostral cross bite can be caused 
by retained puppy teeth. It is a 
common fault, and there is no 
consensus among experts about 
the role of genetics in its occur-
rence, but we have to wonder, 
when it is seen in puppies. (See 
Figures 1-28 and 1-29.)

Figure 1-29: Anterior cross bite.

Posterior Cross Bite Now 
called Cauda Cross Bite, one 
or more of the lower premolars 
overlap the upper premolars 
(Figures 1-30 and 1-31). Oc-
currences are presumed to be 
uncommon; however, it is be-
coming a very common fault in 
Dobermans and Collies.

Figure 1-31: Correct occlu-
sion with the same the 4th pre-
molar inside upper premolars.

Risks: We need to remem-
ber that when we overlook the 
emergence of a structural is-
sue, it usually gets worse from 
generation to generation. Bad 
bites were almost unheard of 
in Dobermans for many years, 
but as cauda cross bites become 
more commonplace, we are see-
ing more and more bad bites in 
the breed.

For 140+ more pages on this 
and other Canine Structure is-
sues, Buy The BooK! 

Figure 1-30: Posterior cross bite 
with 4th lower premolar on the 

outside.


