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out of proportion with the other 
three quadrants. The jaw is ac-
tually out of alignment. Of all 
malocclusions, a wry mouth is 
decidedly one of the worst. One 
side of the jaw is longer than 
the other, which can be seen as 
a deviation of the midline in 
the alignment of the front teeth 
between the upper and lower 
jaws (Figure 1-20). Figure 1-22: 

Base-narrow canines.

ing-shears fashion, either the 
upper or lower teeth are inside 
the opposing ones.

Risks: This condition inter-
feres with the functionality of 
the premolars. Also, it’s worth 
remembering that the more we 
allow deviations from what is 
correct, the higher the chances 
of some other problems arising.

Lance Canines Also known 
in the dog-show world as saber 
teeth, lance canines are upper 
canines that do not point down-
ward (Figure 1-25); instead, 
they angle forward (Figures 
1-26 and 1-27). This condition 
is seen in Shetland Sheepdogs 
and Italian Greyhounds and is 
thought to be hereditary.

Risks: A wry mouth is a 
fault in all dogs and stems from 
either a severe, inherited defect 
or a facial trauma affecting bone 
growth. No matter what the 
cause, a wry mouth can lead 
to both grasping and chewing 
problems.

Base-Narrow Canines This 
is a condition in which one or 
both of the lower canine teeth 
are positioned too far inward 
toward the tongue (Figures 1-21 
and 1-22). This may be either 
a genetic issue or caused by 
retained puppy teeth.

Figure 1-20:  Wry Mouth

Figure 1-21: Base-narrow canines.

Figure 1-23: Base-narrow canines.

Figure 1-24: Gum contact 
with bottom canines.

Risks: Base-narrow canines 
(Figure 1-23) can lead to the 
top gums or upper palate being 
damaged by frequent contact 
with the bottom canines (Figure 
1-24). They can also contribute 
to palate defects, dental wear, 
and periodontal disease.

Narrow Upper or Lower 
Jaw Either the upper or lower 
jaw is too narrow relative to the 
other. Instead of the premolars 
on the sides meeting in a pink-


