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problem can be exacerbated. 
An undershot jaw costs dogs 
their natural tool for scratch-
ing an itch, pulling things out 
of their coats or feet, and nib-
bling (which is one of a dog’s 
communication tools within 
its pack).

Overshot The top incisors 
are in front of the bottom ones, 
creating a gap between the two 
levels (Figure 1-14). This type of 
bite can be caused by a “dental 
interlock,” which is when the 
puppy teeth are embedded in 
the soft tissue of the opposite 
jaw, thus impeding the growth 
of the jaw. An overshot bite 
is often referred to as a “par-
rot mouth,” although “parrot 
mouth” actually refers to an 
over-shot mouth in a horse. (See 
Figures 1-15 and 1-16.)

Figure 1-16: Overshot mouth.

Risks: This bite is listed as a 
fault in all breed standards, as 
it can damage the gums or up-
per palate over time. No matter 
to what degree the mouth is 
overshot, it is incorrect. Any Re-
triever will have more difficulty 
picking up, carrying, and jump-
ing with game in its mouth if 
the mouth is badly overshot. 
As with undershot jaws, an 
overshot jaw takes away one 
of the dog’s natural tools for 
grooming and socializing.

wearing them down to just 
nubs and can lead to periodon-
tal disease. Once periodontal 
disease sets in, the top incisors 
have a tendency to push the 
bottom teeth out over time. An 
even bite is actually classified 
by all authoritative sources as 
an undershot mouth.

Figure 1-14: Overshot bite.

Figure 1-15: Overshot mouth.

Figure 1-17: Even or level bite.

Even or Level Bite The top 
and bottom incisors meet tip 
to tip (Figure 1-17). Numerous 
standards in every group either 
call for or allow an even bite or 
mouth. There is some contro-
versy over whether the authors 
of these standards meant that 
the teeth should be on an even 
line rather than meet end to end.

Risks: An even bite causes 
wear on the teeth in some cases 

Figure 1-18: Open bite.

Open Bite When the teeth in 
the front do not close, the dog 
has an open bite (Figure 1-18). 
Often puppies will have a ten-
dency to push their tongues out 
of this opening, which can push 
on the front teeth and make the 
bite worse (in children, this is 
called a tongue thrust). An open 
bite also includes those dogs 
whose bites show a wide-open 
space between the top and bot-
tom premolars, as is commonly 
seen in Collies and Doberman 
Pinschers (Figure 1-19).

Wry Mouth A wry mouth 
is best described as one of the 
four quadrants of the jaw being 

Figure 1-19: Open bite.


