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Bites
Scissors Bite The upper inci-

sors overlap the lower incisors. 
This is the bite that most breed 
standards call for; it creates 
the least wear on the teeth and 
provides the strongest grasping 
power (Figure 1-10).

Figure 1-11: Dropped incisors.

Tibetan Spaniel, and Tibetan 
Terrier breed standards. An 
undershot bite was called for 
to create a certain appearance 
of the head and jaw that the 
authors of these original stan-
dards thought important. In all 
other breeds, it is classified as a 
fault. Although it is allowed in 
many breeds, it is a nonfunc-
tional bite and would not be 
found in the wild.

Risks: Many veterinarians 
who work with performance 
dogs believe that when the 
jaw is undershot, the neck is 
constantly held in an unnatural 
position with a reverse curve. 
Jut out your lower jaw and note 
how your head tilts back and 
your neck changes its curve. 
This is what happens to a dog 
with an undershot bite. Such 
compensations make jumping 
much more difficult (imagine 
jumping with your head tilted 
upward). If the dog is asked 
to jump with something in its 
mouth (eg, a retrieve over the 
high jump in open Obedience), 
the dog must reverse the curve 
of its neck even further in order 
to keep hold of the object.

Agility and Obedience dogs 
with undershot jaws increase 
stress on their lower backs 
when they hold their heads 
and necks at elevated angles. 
Hunting or Retrieving dogs 
with undershot jaws increase 
stress on their necks and lower 
backs when they carry a heavy 
bird or dumbbell; they also 
have more difficulty picking 
up such objects. These dogs can 
develop back pain, and if they 
are straight in the shoulder, the 

Figure 1-10: Scissors bite

As breeders, we must un-
derstand and pay attention to 
the fact that, along with a scis-
sors bite, the canines, premo-
lars, and molars also need to be 
positioned correctly. The condi-
tion oftentimes exists that the 
premolars or molars are in an 
overshot or undershot position, 
despite a scissors bite between 
the upper and lower front teeth. 
Genetically, a dog or bitch with 
this condition can produce off-
spring with completely over-
shot or undershot bites.

Dropped Incisors The center 
two bottom incisors are dropped 
below the level of the other four 
(Figure 1-11). This condition is 
often seen in Newfoundlands 
and Golden Retrievers, as well 
as other breeds. Breeders in 
general would rather not see 
dropped incisors in their dogs’ 
mouths. Although experts have 
yet to determine what causes 
dropped incisors, they see no 
impact on functionality.

Figure 1-12: Undershot bite.

Figure 1-13: Undershot bite.

Undershot The bottom inci-
sors are on the outside of the 
upper incisors (Figures 1-12 
and 1-13). An undershot bite 
is actually a skeletal malocclu-
sion. This bite is considered 
normal in the breeds with 
short head formations (brachy-
cephalic), such as the Boxer, 
Bulldog, Brussels Griffon, Pe-
kingese, Shih Tzu, French Bull-
dog, and Dogue de Bordeaux; 
it is allowed in the Bullmastiff, 
Affenpinscher, English Toy 
Spaniel, Japanese Chin, Pug, 
Boston Terrier, Lhasa Apso, 


