
11
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

February/March  2015                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                           www.Bdarn.com

The molars are used for 
grinding edible plant matter. 
The fourth upper premolar and 
first lower molar are the largest 
shearing teeth and the most 
important teeth in the mouth, 
since they are positioned where 
the jaw pressure is greatest. The 
incisors do the delicate work of 
nibbling, scratching an itch, and 
pulling unwanted items from 
the coat or foot pads.

Police dogs and Schutz-
hund competitors are required 
to have a “full-mouth bite” 
(Figure 1-5). This includes the 
molars and premolars, which 
are behind the canines. Without 
a full-mouth bite, these dogs 
may risk severe injuries in their 
work.

necessities in order to be able 
to function well ‚Äî and enough 
teeth is one of those necessities. 
We all need to remember this 
in our breeding programs, no 
matter what our breed stan-
dards say (or don’t say). It’s 
a shame when a quality dog 
loses in Conformation simply 
because the owner or handler 
overlooked an existing mouth 
issue.

Occlusion

Risks: For Retrieving and 
Obedience dogs,any maloc-
clusion can lead to discomfort 
or pain, loss of function, and 
severe dental problems. It can 
also lead to a change in how 
the dogs perceive objects. For 
Police and Schutzhund dogs, 
any malocclusion impedes their 
ability to get a firm grip with 
their teeth. Without a firm grip, 
these dogs are much more sus-
ceptible to bodily injuries and 
more at risk for broken teeth. 
Frisbee competitors with mal-
occlusions are at greater risk 
than those with correct mouths, 
especially when grabbing the 
Frisbee at top speeds.

Figure 1-5: Full-mouth bite.

No standard calls for a dog 
to have four legs, two eyes, and 
two ears, because the authors 
of breed standards assumed 
that people had enough com-
mon sense to know that a dog 
needed a full complement of 

Figure 1-6: Correct occlusion.

Refers to the way the up-
per and lower teeth align with 
each other to create a functional 
relationship. In most breeds, 
this consists of a scissors bite, 
with the lower canines located 
squarely between the corner 
incisors and the upper canines 
(Figure 1-6). There should be 
no contact between the canines 
and any other teeth. The points 
of the upper and lower premo-
lars should fall between each 
other, like the teeth on a pair of 
pinking shears or the cogs of a 
wheel (Figure 1-7).

Malocclusion
Refers to any abnormal 

tooth alignment (Figures 1-8 
and 1-9). Malocclusions may be 
dental or skeletal in origin, with 
skeletal abnormalities generally 
resulting in dental interference. 
Severe malocclusions are ex-
tremely unusual in wild canids.

Figure 1-7: Excellent occlusi

Figure 1-8: Severe malocclusion

Figure 1-9: Severe malocclusion


