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March 5 – Loup City, Sherman 

Reservoir Wildlife Management 
Area, 79027 Sherman Dam Road, 
noon-3 p.m.

The workshop fee is $10, which 
includes a meal. Early registration 
is encouraged; call Pam Grossart 
at 308-850-8395. Visit NebraskaPF.
com for more information.

NEW JERSEY
NEW JERSEY TO 

IMPLEMENT SPRING 
LIGHT (SNOW) GOOSE 

CONSERVATION 
ORDER 

The NJDEP Division of Fish 
and Wildlife will again implement 
a Conservation Order (CO) in New 
Jersey for light geese during the 
winter/spring of 2014. A CO is a 
special management action that 
is needed to control certain wild-
life populations when traditional 
management programs are unsuc-
cessful in preventing overabun-
dance of the population. The CO 
allows an extended time period 
and additional methods for taking 
light geese without bag limits. 

The CO for light geese is au-
thorized under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act with the intent to 
reduce and/or stabilize various 
light goose populations across 
North America. Negative impacts 
on wetland habitats have been 
measured on their breeding, stag-
ing and wintering areas. Serious 
damage to agriculture also occurs 
in migration and wintering areas. 
The intent of the light goose CO 
in Atlantic Flyway states is to re-
duce and ultimately stabilize the 
number of greater snow geese to 
the population objective of 500,000 
birds. 

Conservation Order Dates: 
February 17 - April 5, 2014, except 
Sundays. Light geese may not be 
pursued on Sundays during this 
period. 

NORTH DAKOTA
MIDWINTER 

WATERFOWL SURVEY
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey in early 
January indicated 71,500 birds 
were in the state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said an esti-
mated 40,700 Canada geese were 
observed on the Missouri River, 
and another 12,000 were scattered 
on Nelson Lake. Lake Sakakawea, 
declared iced-over on Dec. 14, had 
no geese on the lake itself. Szy-
manski said after summarizing the 
numbers, a total of 52,700 Canada 
geese and 18,700 mallards were 
tallied statewide.

“Conditions leading up to 
this year ’s survey were colder 
than normal, resulting in fewer 
birds in the state compared to the 
past couple winters,” Szyman-
ski said. “Most waterfowl were 
pushed from North Dakota just 
prior to Thanksgiving, with the 
exception of those using the Mis-
souri River System.”

According to Szymanski, early 
December cold temperatures and 
strong winds pushed most Mis-
souri River birds from the state. 
Conditions remained the same 
through most of January, essen-
tially causing all waters in the state 
to freeze by the time of the survey, 
with the exception of a few places 
with fast moving, or warm water.

Overall, Szymanski said al-
though the counts are lower than 
those observed during the past 

couple years, numbers of birds 
remaining in the state are sur-
prisingly large given the harsh 
weather conditions experienced 
thus far.

“Snow cover was probably 
borderline for allowing birds to 
feed without too much trouble,” 
he added. “If more snow had fall-
en in December, this year’s count 
would have been even lower.”

TENTATIVE 2014 
SEASON OPENING 

DATES
To help North Dakota hunters 

prepare for hunting seasons in 
2014, the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department annually pro-
vides its best estimate for opening 
dates for the coming year.

Dates become official when 
approved by governor’s procla-
mation. Tentative opening dates 
for 2014 include:

Dove September 1
Sharptail, Hun, Ruffed Grouse, 

Squirrel September 13
Youth Waterfowl September 20
Early Resident Waterfowl Sep-

tember 27
Regular Waterfowl, Youth 

Pheasant October 4
Pheasant, Fall Turkey October 

11

PENNSYLVANIA
PROPOSED 2014-15 

HUNTING SEASONS 
AND BAG LIMITS 
RUFFED GROUSE: Oct. 18–

Nov. 29, Dec. 15-24 and Dec. 26-
Jan. 24 (2 daily, 6 possession). 

PHEASANT: Special season 
for eligible junior hunters, with 
or without required license – Oct. 


