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part in a trap shoot held in Glen 
Elder State Park. Within a couple 
hours, trap shooters managed to 
burn up about 1,500 rounds of 
target ammo and blue rock that 
was provided as part of the event.

The day’s events concluded 
in the evening with a Hunter’s 
Banquet held at Memorial Hall in 
Downs where each youth hunter 
received a prize package, and at-
tendees learned about the impor-
tance of quality habitat for pheas-
ants and the importance of getting 
more kids involved in hunting. 
Meet and greets with celebrity 
hunters concluded the evening.

“This event would not be 
possible without the generous 
support of over 30 businesses and 
individuals that stepped up as 
sponsors from the local communi-
ties surrounding Waconda Lake,” 
said Glen Elder Wildlife Area 
Manager, Chris Lecuyer. “These 
sponsors allow the day-long event 
to be offered to participants ab-
solutely free of charge and their 
donations of prizes, food, services, 
and financial contributions con-
tinue to make the event a bigger 
success every year, so thank you.”

For information, contact the 
Glen Elder Area Office at (785) 
545-3345.

MICHIGAN
WATERFOWL HABITAT 

IMPROVEMENT 
OCCURRING AT ST. 

CLAIR FLATS WILDLIFE 
AREA

An 850-acre prescribed burn is 
planned for St. Clair Flats State Wild-
life Area in St. Clair County when the 
weather conditions are right in early 
2014. The burn will help to remove the 
invasive plant phragmites on portions 
of Dickinson and Harsens islands. This 
project is funded through the Great 

Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant 
Program.

In an attempt to improve habi-
tat on the St. Clair Flats, the DNR 
-- along with Ducks Unlimited, 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments, Michi-
gan Sea Grant, Wildlife and Wet-
lands Solutions, Clay Township 
and local landowners -- has been 
controlling the spread of invasive 
phragmites through herbicide ap-
plication.

Now that the phragmites has 
been treated with herbicides, a 
large amount of dead standing 
phragmites remains. The burn 
will remove this standing material 
and improve marsh conditions 
for waterfowl and other wetland 
wildlife.

“We are waiting for dry, windy 
conditions that will sustain a fire 
and drive the smoke east over 
Anchor Bay, away from local resi-
dents,” said DNR wildlife biolo-
gist Terry McFadden.

Phragmites australis, also 
known as common reed, is a pe-
rennial, wetland grass that can 
grow to 15 feet in height. While 
some phragmites is native to 
Michigan, an invasive, non-native, 
variety of phragmites is becoming 
widespread and is threatening the 
ecological health of wetlands and 
the Great Lakes coastal shoreline.

Invasive phragmites creates 
tall, dense stands which degrade 
wetlands and coastal areas by 
crowding out native plants and 
animals, blocking shoreline views, 
and reducing access for swim-
ming, fishing and hunting and can 
create fire hazards from dry plant 
material.

Before a burn is conducted, 
experienced and trained DNR 
fire staff will study the area and 
carefully develop a burn plan to 

maximize the desired effects of 
fire while assuring safety proce-
dures are in place. The burn plan 
is essentially the “prescription” 
for how to conduct the burn safely 
while accomplishing the manage-
ment objectives. The burn plan 
focuses on minimizing the effects 
of smoke, and also ensuring that 
the fire stays well within the estab-
lished perimeter through the use 
of specialized DNR fire-fighting 
equipment. Although the plan is 
reviewed and approved well in 
advance, the actual burn must get 
a final approval the morning of a 
burn after DNR fire staff go over 
a rigorous go/no-go checklist. If 
conditions are not favorable, the 
burn can be cancelled at any time.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more information, 
go to www.michigan.gov/dnr.

MISSISSIPPI
WATERFOWL HABITAT 

IMPROVEMENTS 
CONTINUE AT 

TUSCUMBIA WMA 
The Mississippi Department 

of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
resumed work in October 2013 
to improve waterfowl habitat on 
Tuscumbia Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA).  This area has seven 
waterfowl impoundments that 
are managed annually to provide 
habitat for wintering waterfowl 
and other wetland-dependent 
wildlife.  Each year since 2010, 
new areas within designated im-
poundments have been cleared 
and managed to provide more 
food for waterfowl from natural 
and planted vegetation.  The same 


