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fishing, wildlife watching, boat-
ing, biking and Kansas Byway 
driving. For the truly adventurous, 
there is information on skydiving, 
endurance biking and kayaking. 
The guide also lists a large number 
of activities, events and places to 
experience.  

The “2014 Kansas Travel 
Guide” features more than 130 
pages of stunning photography; 
brief stories about a variety of 
Kansas destinations, activities and 
events along with hundreds of list-
ings for things to see and do and 
places to stay or eat. Subscribers 
to Kansas! magazine will find the 
travel guide bundled with their 
magazine.  

“Kansas Outdoors” and the 
“2014 Kansas Travel Guide” are 
perfect companions to KDWPT’s 
two websites – TravelKS.com and 
KSOutdoors.com, so the right tool 
to help adventurers explore the 
state is within easy reach.

TravelKS.com is a one-stop-
shop for travelers. Aptly titled, 
“There’s No Place Like Kansas,” 
visitors can use the site to plan 
their trip, learn about a vari-
ety of activities, events, dining 
and lodging options, subscribe 
toKansas!magazine and locate 
places to buy Kansas products. 
Special deals and coupons are 
even available for a number of 
destinations and dining, shopping 
and lodging locations. TravelKS.
com also features information 
devoted to the Flint Hills, Kansas 
Byways, Agritourism and the 
Kansas River National Water Trail. 
Kansas travel industry profession-
als can use TravelKS.com to reach 
a wide audience.

KSOutdoors.com offers a 
“boat load” of helpful content for 
the outdoor enthusiast, including 
important information on hunt-

ing, fishing, boating, the state 
parks and purchasing licenses and 
permits.     

“Kansas Outdoors” and “Kan-
sas Travel Guide” are free, and 
a free official Kansas travel map 
is included with all orders. To 
request a guide, visit TravelKS.
com and click on the Travel Guide 
photo at the top of the page, or call 
1-800-2Kansas or email tourism@
travelks.com. 

YOUTH AND 
WOMEN’S PHEASANT 

HUNT DRAWS 35 
PARTICIPANTS

Female hunters made up over 
a third of the participants at this 
annual hunt

Thirty-five new hunters with 
limited experience came from all 
across the state to get a taste of 
what pheasant hunting can be like. 
Hunters ranged in age from 11 to 
55, and out of those 35 hunters, 
an impressive number of 11 par-
ticipants were female. The event is 
organized by Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
staff from the Glen Elder Wildlife 
Area and volunteers from the Pass 
It On – Outdoor Mentors, Inc. of 
Wichita.

This year hunters were joined 
by 10 celebrities and hometown 
heroes who served as hunting 
mentors. Celebrity hunters includ-
ed former NFL players Mark Arne-
son, Jerry Holloway, Mel Gray, and 
Eric Williams; former professional 
drag racer Guy Caster; youth 
Crappiemasters champion John 
Gilotte; and national go-cart racing 
youth champions Brody and No-
lan Pope. Hero-celebrities from the 
Kansas National Guard included 
LTC Damon Frizzell from Gardner 
and SSGT Casey Pennock from 
Manhattan.

The day began before sunrise 
in the basement of Hopewell 
Church at Glen Elder State Park 
with a biscuits and gravy break-
fast. Following breakfast the 
young hunters were briefed on 
safety procedures and then di-
vided into five hunting groups. 
Each hunting group had celebri-
ties, a hunt captain, and at least 
three bird dogs. Groups hunted 
in either Glen Elder State Park or 
in one of the refuge areas on Glen 
Elder Wildlife Area surrounding 
the lake where public hunting is 
generally not allowed.

Every group saw a good num-
ber of pheasants within shooting 
range and almost all of the hunters 
got multiple shot opportunities at 
the tough birds. Only the youth 
and celebrities hunted in each 
group and each youth was “shad-
owed” by a parent or other adult 
mentor throughout the morning. 
While afield, participants also 
enjoyed seeing lots of deer, geese, 
ducks, bald eagles, as well as sev-
eral other wildlife species.

Hunters bagged a combined 
total of eight roosters, with every 
group harvesting at least one 
bird. The morning of the hunt, 
participant Cassandra Kinzie even 
managed to pull off a “double” on 
two roosters that flushed together, 
making quite a present for the 
young lady who celebrated her 
birthday that day.

At lunch, groups returned to 
the church basement for a meal 
provided by the Waconda Lake 
Association. Hunting stories were 
shared and one youth hunter from 
each group was recognized and 
presented with an additional prize 
for demonstrating excellent safety 
skills while they hunted. A longest 
tail feather contest was also held 
for the successful youth hunters. 
After lunch, several hunters took 


