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Under the range wide plan, 

mitigation fees are based on actual 
costs for habitat management and 
restoration. Fees range depending 
on factors like the number of acres 
impacted, quality of habitat affect-
ed, and habitat management costs. 
Basically, developing in higher 
quality habitat costs more, and 
working in lower quality habitat 
and cropland costs less.

“This landmark program al-
lows for industry development 
within the region and incentivizes 
farmers and ranchers to conserve 
and restore habitat for this spe-
cies,” said Bill Van Pelt, WAFWA 
Grassland Initiative Coordinator. 
“WAFWA and state fish and wild-
life agency staff are now working 
to enroll farming and ranching 
lands with those mitigation dol-
lars.”

Mitigation fees will help fund 
proven habitat management ac-
tivities, such as voluntary agree-
ments with landowners to protect 
or restore native grassland habitat. 
Already in Texas, as of today, 
73 landowners across the Texas 
Panhandle and Rolling Plains 
have enrolled 594,253 acres in a 
similar though separate strategy, 
voluntary Candidate Conserva-
tion Agreements with Assurances, 
or CCAAs, for the lesser prairie-
chicken. Texas CCAA acres have 
grown more than five-fold since 
September, 2010. New Mexico has 
more than 800,000 acres of oil and 
gas leases enrolled in their CCAA, 
plus 1.5 million acres of ranch land. 
Oklahoma has submitted 200,000 
acres of ranch land for approval 
in their CCAA and has requested 
USFWS to allow enrollment of an 
additional 200,000 acres.

Besides industry enrollment, 
landowners are also able to vol-
untarily enroll in the plan to help 
conserve and restore habitat for 

the bird on private land in Texas 
and other states. In exchange for 
management practices such as 
prescribed grazing, burning, and 
brush management, landowners 
are assured they can continue to 
operate under provisions of a man-
agement plan if the bird is listed.

The plan includes habitat 
management goals and voluntary 
conservation practices to be ap-
plied throughout the lesser prai-
rie-chicken’s range, guided by the 
Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool 
(CHAT) online database and map-
ping system (http://kars.ku.edu/
geodata/maps/sgpchat/).

The Range-wide Conservation 
Plan for the Lesser Prairie Chicken 
can be viewed on WAFWA’s 
lesser prairie-chicken web page 
at http://www.wafwa.org. A re-
corded online seminar explaining 
the industry mitigation system is 
online at http://192.120.246.152/
CTL/WAFWA.html.

Media Contact: Bill Van Pelt, 
WAFWA grassland coordinator, 
bvanpelt@azgfd.gov, 623-236-7573

YOUTH UPLAND BIRD 
HUNT MARCH 1

Local Pheasants Forever chap-
ter to host youth upland bird hunt

The High Plains Roosters 
chapter of Pheasants Forever is 
pleased to announce their upcom-
ing youth upland bird hunt, March 
1, in Sherman County (Road 67 
and 17).  The hunt is open to all 
youth age 10-15, and no previous 
hunting experience is required.

“Our volunteers pride them-
selves on the ability to accom-
modate youth hunters of all ex-
perience levels,” said Pheasants 
Forever, Inc. and Quail Forever 
Kansas Outreach Coordinator, 
Brian Schaffer. “These are very 
seasoned sportsmen who make 

every effort to pass on our hunt-
ing heritage in a safe, enjoyable 
environment.” 

The event will begin at 8 a.m. 
on Saturday with a pre-hunt 
safety seminar. Then hunters and 
mentors will hunt various species 
of upland birds including ring-
necked pheasants and chukar on 
the grounds of a local controlled 
shooting area. Following the hunt, 
participants can also partake in 
shotgun shooting, bird cleaning, 
and a D.A.R.E. program provided 
by the local sheriff’s office. Lunch 
and refreshments will be provided 
and there is no cost to attend. All 
participants must be accompanied 
by a parent or legal guardian.

“If your child has an interest in 
hunting, but maybe doesn’t know 
where to start, please encourage 
them to attend this event and ex-
perience what it’s all about to be a 
conservation-minded sportsman,” 
Schaffer added.

For more information, or to 
register for this event, contact Mel-
vin Crow at (785) 821-2607 or Jason 
Artzer at (785) 821-2317. This hunt 
is open to the first 45 participants, 
so early registration is encouraged.

NEW KANSAS 
OUTDOOR, TRAVEL 
GUIDES AVAILABLE

Planning a Kansas excursion is 
easy with print, online tools

The 2014 edition of “Kansas 
Outdoors,” the official guide to 
the Sunflower State’s outdoor 
destinations and experiences is 
now available. Published by the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism (KDWPT), 
“Kansas Outdoors” is crammed 
with 57 pages of stunning photo-
graphs and brief descriptions of a 
variety of outdoor opportunities, 
such as camping, hiking, hunting, 


