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Accepted landowner/producers 
located in the high-priority loca-
tions can receive payments of up 
to 125 percent of the estimated cost 
of implementing the conservation 
plan. If the species becomes feder-
ally listed, participating produc-
ers will be exempt from the take 
prohibition of the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) if the take occurs 
while implementing the practices 
prescribed in their conservation 
plan. Interested landowner/pro-
ducers should contact the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism’s Region 1 office in Hays, 
785-628-8614 for more information 
and enrollment application forms.

The WAFWA consists of 23 
state and provincial wildlife agen-
cies that have primary responsibil-
ity and authority for protecting 
and managing fish and wildlife 
in the western United States and 
Canada.  Member agencies in 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New 
Mexico, and Colorado worked 
through the WAFWA over the last 
two years to produce the Lesser-
prairie Chicken Range-wide Con-
servation Plan (RWP) as a means 
to preclude a federal listing of the 
species under the ESA. On October 
23, 2013, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) endorsed the 
RWP as “a comprehensive con-
servation plan that reflects sound 
conservation design and strategy 
that, when implemented, will 
provide a net conservation ben-
efit to the lesser prairie-chicken.” 
To date, the RWP is the only plan 
that has been endorsed by the 
USFWS and is the only pathway 
that has the potential to lead to a 
not warranted final decision. The 
amount of voluntary enrollment in 
the RWP will likely weigh heavily 
into the final listing decision that 
must be announced by the end of 
March.

COMPANIES PARTNER 
WITH STATES TO 

CONSERVE LESSER 
PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 

HABITAT
The Western Association of 

Fish and Wildlife Agencies an-
nounces land enrollment by in-
dustry partners

Five oil and gas companies 
are voluntarily enrolling nearly 
1.5 million acres of land under 
an innovative plan to conserve 
the lesser prairie-chicken. This 
represents the first enrollment 
in the Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Range-wide Conservation Plan, 
developed by the Western Associa-
tion of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(WAFWA) and state wildlife agen-
cies in Colorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.

Continental Resources, Devon 
Energy, Apache Corp., Occidental 
Oil and Gas Corporation, and Sam-
son Resources have committed to 
develop enrolled land in ways that 
minimize impacts on lesser prai-
rie-chicken habitat. They will also 
mitigate development impacts 
that cannot be avoided by pro-
viding funding for conservation 
on private land throughout the 
region. Other companies in vari-
ous industries, including oil and 
gas, pipeline, electric transmission 
and distribution, and wind energy, 
are now considering enrollment in 
the plan.

“The oil and gas industry 
enthusiastically supports the 
WAFWA range-wide plan,” said 
Ben Shepperd, Permian Basin 
Petroleum Association president. 
All five enrolling companies are 
members of the association, which 
also helped fund aerial surveys to 
verify chicken populations in 2012.

“We’re proud to see these 
member companies stepping up 
early on to support the range-
wide plan in a significant way,” 
Shepperd said. “We believe this 
plan offers the best, most com-
prehensive approach available to 
conserve the lesser-prairie chicken 
and its habitat, while providing 
some assurance for participating 
companies so we can continue to 
do business.”

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) endorsed the 
range-wide plan in October and 
verified that companies who enroll 
would get legal assurances that 
their business activities could con-
tinue if the bird is listed under the 
federal Endangered Species Act. 
The federal agency has proposed 
listing the lesser prairie-chicken 
as threatened, and is expected to 
make a final decision in March.

 “The Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Range-wide Conservation Plan 
addresses all threats to the species 
and could represent an alterna-
tive to designating the bird as 
threatened,” said Ross Melinchuk, 
WAFWA Lesser Prairie Chicken 
Initiative Council chairman.

The USFWS recently an-
nounced it would accept public 
comments on a proposed special 
4(d) rule that “…would exempt 
from regulation under the Act 
any activities that harm or result 
in take of the prairie-chicken if 
incidental to carrying out the 
state-developed range-wide lesser 
prairie-chicken conservation plan. 
The proposed special rule would 
also exempt take incidental to 
routine agricultural practices on 
existing cultivated lands and to 
landowner participation in the 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service’s Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Initiative.”


