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The next step is to slowly 
teach the spaniel to run an es-
tablished line” COLD”. Start 
with one pile at a time and 
progress as the dog begins to 
understand. -Here is the sce-
nario, put a pile out on one 
line before bringing out the 
dog. Run the first line to that 
pile by “identifying” the pile. 
-Then pick up run the spaniel 
to the rest of the pile with the 
start of a “COLD” line. Walk 
half way up to the pile HUP 
them down command “DEAD 
BIRD”. When properly lined 
and looking in the proper di-
rection extend your hand out 
in front and give the “GOOD” 
command. Then give a rousing 
“BACK” command to send for 
the retrieve. Try to keep this 
simple at first by moving as 
close as necessary to the pile for 
the first few lines that are ran 
COLD. Naturally extend the 
line as quick as possible.

As you progress through 
this phase of training. The 
necessity of proper lining be-
comes evident. Sometimes the 
dog will not be properly lined 
or may look in the wrong direc-
tion. This is the time we teach 
them the “NO” command. 
When they are improperly 
lined give them a “NO”. Heel 
the dog and walk a few yards 
down the line towards the pile 
to correct them. By completely 
moving the dog when improp-
erly lined, I believe that we 
help the spaniel to understand 
the meaning of “NO” in this 
context. It is my experience that 
you must move the dog to fa-

cilitate the lesson. Simply push-
ing the dog’s head in another 
direction seems to confuse the 
spaniel. It will take longer for 
the dog to understand the dif-
ference between “LINE” and 
“NO” commands and can lead 
to frustration. Once properly 
lined, go through the three com-
mands, now we are teaching 
proper ethics on lining.

After repeating these cold 
blinds many times, your dog 
should be able to run the four 
lines cold in one session. Now, 
we can start to extend the line 
to 100 yards. All you need to do 
is move the flags out (slowly) 
to the 100 yard mark. -Ten to 
fifteen yard increments is ac-
ceptable. This stage must be 
completely taught before going 
to the next level. -Eventually, 
we will add some additional 
lines. Putting a pile at 60 yard 
in between every 100 yard 
pile. You now should have a 
drill that is starting to look 
like a wagon wheel. Introduce 
these new lines one at a time. 
Always identifying the pile as 
needed. The goal is to eventu-
ally run all eight lines to the 
piles COLD. Here is where the 
spaniel will be tempted to run 
an improper line. Should they 
leave and head for an improper 
pile. Wait until they are halfway 
to the pile and command “NO 
HERE” bringing the spaniel 
back to correct their line. You 
may have to move up. Finally 
they should be running all eight 
lines COLD. Four lines 60 yards 
and four lines at 100 yards.

Next step we are going to 
choose the line we want them to 
run. Start out by sending on the 
first chosen line. Then choose 
the next line and HUP them. 
Give a DEAD BIRD, NO and 
HEEL command. Move them 
to another random chosen line. 
Set them up and send them to 
that pile. We are now teaching 
them that “NO” means not this 
line and “LINE” means that 
this is the line I would like you 
to run.

The final stage should be 
all eight lines ran cold. You 
could even start to introduce 
a dummy along the way to a 
pile. This will teach them that 
there could be a bird along the 
way. Next month I will address 
the remote “HUP” and we will 
start to put some of the puzzle 
together.
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