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I don’t believe in biopsies 
for dogs. Humans I do, but 
not for dogs. Because what 
is a biopsy going to tell us? 
They aren’t going to tell us if 
it is going to come back or not. 
There are no 100% guarantees 
when it comes to that type of 
surgery. No matter what the 
biopsy says, it may or may not 
come back.  And if it DID come 
back, would it be bad enough 
to affect the dog in 
the field and how old 
would the dog be at 
the time?

The vet assistant 
was not at ALL hap-
py about taking the 
biopsy off the esti-
mate but did so. And 
we scheduled the 
surgery. Two hours 
later I got the call 
from the vet that was 
doing the surgery 
and she was none 
too happy about my 
decision.  She tried 
to talk me into the 
biopsy. 

She said without 
the biopsy she could 
not know if she got 
it all. 

I said: “and if not 
you may have to go back in.” 

She said: “correct.” 

I said:” so if the biopsy said 
you got it all, is there 100% 
chance it will not come back?”  

She said: “you know there 
IS no guarantees!” 

I said:” Since we BOTH 
agree, there is no 100%, I see no 
use in the biopsy!”

She said: “She was uncom-
fortable with the situation.”

I asked: “Will you not do the 
surgery without the biopsy?”

She said: “No it’s a service 
we offer and suggest.”

Long story short, the $150 

over 10% of the bill was re-
moved. Was I correct? Only 
time will tell.  Over the years I 
have found a LOT of fatty tis-
sue under the skin of my dogs. 
Jasmine had one that over four 
years grew the size of a softball. 
At that time when it FINALLY 
affected how she walked, we 

had it removed. That was HER 
$1000 surgery.  And it did not 
affect her one bit until it slowly 
grew to that size.

I hope Jersey will not need 
to go under the knife again. But 
a $150 biopsy would not give 
me any guarantees either way. 
So why waste the money?

So next time you are asked 
to open your wallet for your 

dogs, take a look 
at the bill before 
you just decide to 
pay it. Listen to the 
reasoning, and if 
it does not seem 
valid, question the 
bill and pay it if 
they make a good 
case. But remem-
ber it’s your dog 
and YOUR choice. 
And best of luck 
whatever you de-
cide.

Dennis Guldan 
and Jersey are 
from New Brigh-
ton, MN by way 
of Marshfield, WI.


