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 Owning a Dog

Most of us have vet bills. 
If you have a shorthaired dog 
you probably have lower bills 
then the long hair breeds. I 
know even though Scooby our 
English Spring Spaniel is from 
top field lines and has a field 
coat, she still has much more 
hair then Jersey our Vizsla. To 
reduce the mess around the 
house Ellen has CHOSEN to 
have Scooby clipped every two 
months. And it does help.

Problem is MOST Vet bills 
you don’t have much choice on. 
We have come to the acceptance 
that on the average our dogs 
will cost us about $250 a year 
for vet bills. We have also come 
to the conclusion in the life of 
the dog we will have at LEAST 
one $1000 surgery and that does 
NOT include spay or neutering, 
which I am not a big fan of. 

I avoid putting my dogs un-
der the knife unless it is a life/
death situation. Am I right in 
doing so? I don’t know. But I do 
know it’ll be a cold day in hell 
when I allow a vet to put one of 
my dogs out to clean their teeth.

I know times are tough all 
over and the vets are doing 
what they can to earn a buck 
and keep prices for the rest of 
us down. But things happen 
when you open or knock out a 
dog and rarely are they good.

Many of you know we got 
our rescue Vizsla Jersey a year 
ago from Iowa Vizsla Rescue. 
Though Jersey has some is-
sues, as many rescues do, she’s 
a great dog. One issue Jersey 
had when we were introduced 
to her was a quarter size wound 
on her side. Some well-mean-
ing person tried to cut out a 
fatty syst. Ten months later the 
wound still had not healed. 

We THINK Jersey is six.  
Based on her AKC papers she’s 
four months older then her 
mother, I’m thinking there is a 
possibility that is wrong. She is 
a bit old to start her with Junior 
Hunter but I’d like to get some 
birds in front of her and I enjoy 
hunt tests so what the hell. Even 
though she comes from show 
lines, I have yet to see a red dog 
that can’t find a bird.

I am not thrilled of taking 
her in the bird field with an 
open wound. The season for 
hunt tests in Minnesota starts 
about May 15th. There are few 
that have events before that, but 
I have come to that point in life 
that I hate to be uncomfortable. 
So we decided with vacations 
and all we would have Jersey’s 
wound looked at from a vet in 
March allowing two months 
to heal.

So about two weeks ago we 
took her to the vet to talk about 
getting her open wound fixed.  
The vet looked her over, ran 
some numbers and came up 
with a $1000 to fix her shoulder.  
A number we expected.

Like usual, the vet assistant 
went over the estimate with us 
before the surgery was agreed 
upon. I don’t think the vet as-
sistant got what she expected. I 
actually looked at the estimate 
and wanted to talk about it. One 
issue I saw was a biopsy of the 
removed tissue for $150 over 
10% of the procedure.  I asked 
for an explanation of what the 
$150 was getting us. The assis-
tant looked puzzled. She said 
that I should like to know if 
we got all the cancer and if it 
would return.

I said I did not see value in 
that. She again looked puzzled.  
I asked: ”Will the biopsy guar-
antee the cancer, or whatever 
it was, would not come back?” 
She said we cannot give any 
guarantees; we’ll just do our 
best. Jenny would not have 
been there had I thought oth-
erwise.
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