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birds, it is time to take him out 
of the bird field and start work-
ing on point drills.

The bottom line is that it 
is extremely volatile to put a 
checkcord on a dog whose bird 
drive and pointing instincts 
have not been developed, com-
mand, “Whoa,” and jerk the 
dog when he moves on the bird. 
If the dog was moving in on a 
rattlesnake an owner would jerk 
the dog back; it doesn’t make 
sense that a dog would learn to 
stand proud on a bird by using 
the same methods as would be 
used for snakeproofing.

So what is the prescription 
if a dog does start blinking? 
Recognizing that blinking is a 
direct result of a negative as-
sociation with birds is the first 
step. If a dog begins blinking, 
take multiple steps back in the 
training. Let the dog go to the 
field, have fun, and chase birds. 
Kill some birds over the dog, as-
suming the gun has been prop-
erly introduced. Place a strip 
of duct tape over your mouth 
and do not hack the dog in the 
field, Make sure the yard work 
is complete before giving the 
commands in the field. What-
ever you can improvise to make 
the dog want the bird - really 
want the bird - do it. When a 
dog begins blinking birds your 
number one priority is to get 
the dog enthusiastic about the 
game it is meant to hunt. Obedi-
ence should take a backseat to 
developing a bird crazy pupil. 

For more information on 
The George Hickox School of 
Dog Training for owners and 

their Dogs, and their pointers 
and Labrador retrievers, check 
out www.georgehickox.com.
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