
11
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

February/March  2014                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                           www.Bdarn.com

predominate turn of the dog.

Start close to the pile and 
work to a distance of about one-
hundred yards. Put your right 
arm up and say, “back.” As the 
pup turns to go, release the long 
line. When he gets to the pile, 
say, “here” or give him a come 
in whistle. Do this three or four 
times. Make him return directly 
to you. If he has good momen-
tum on the next send, put your 
arm straight up, say “back,” 
stimulate the pup as he goes to 
the pile, and say “back” again. 
The sequence will be “back,” 
stimulate, “back.” If the pup is 
slow as you start and continues 
to be slow, forcing him with 
the collar will not make him 
go faster. Something has gone 
wrong, and you need to go back 
and reinforce the pup using the 
slingshot and marbles.

 I like using a continu-
ous low level of stimulation 
when I start forcing a dog to 
the pile, and then working up 
to a higher level as the pup 
progresses. Release the but-
ton of the collar as soon as the 
he responds to the command. 
Continue with the pup facing 
you and work up to stimulat-
ing him when he is half-way 
to the pile. Do several freebies 
between burns. Stimulate the 
pup again just before he gets 
to the pile. Anytime you use 
the collar, the sequence will be 
“back,” stimulate, “back.” 

I do more forcing from the 
remote position than from my 
side. Dogs are more prone to 
flare when sent from the side. 
When sending from the side, 

place your hand over the top 
of the dog’s head. Wait for a 
couple of seconds and send the 
dog. When forcing your pup to 
the pile, mix up sending from 
a remote position and sending 
from your side. To deal with 
flaring, move closer to the pile 
or put a chair where the pup 
flares. If you move up, do sev-
eral sends and gradually move 
back to where you started.

above the do Is head and say 
“here.” It tells the dog that I am 
going to do something, and he 
needs to pay attention.

When sending from the 
side, if the pup refuses to go, 
say “heel” and move forward 
a few feet. Send again. If the 
refusals continue, say “heel” 
as you give a collar correction. 
After moving forward send the 
pup again. Don’t let the refusals 
become a habit. The pup needs 
to understand that “back” 
means go.

When you are comfortable 
with your pup’s progress, begin 
stopping him using the long 
line. Cast him to the back pile, 
blow the sit whistle, and bear 
down on the long line. Stop 
him fairly close to you. Let him 
sit for a couple of seconds and 
then give him a “back” cast. 
Sometimes dogs freeze and 
won’t cast. Move closer to him 
and cast again. If he refuses, use 
an ear pinch to the pile or to 
simplify, throw a bumper to the 
pile and cast again. Throughout 
the sessions, remember to give 
the dog many freebies between 
the corrections. Also, vary the 
places where you stop him.
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As you continue forcing to 
the pile, gradually move back, 
making it possible to force the 
pup to a greater distance. In-
crease the level of stimulation 
on the collar. He will probably 
be vocal on -the highest setting.

If the pup pops (stops and 
turns to look at you), give a ver-
bal cast with your arm straight 
up. If he pops again, use the col-
lar with the “back,” stimulate, 
“back” sequence. Force on the 
next send and again at the spot 
where the pup popped. If your 
pup starts to bug by looking up 
at you or gawking around, try 
sending him faster and don’t 
wait for him to look straight at 
the pile. I like to put my hand 

Checklist
Does the dog have a 
good response to the 

collar when he’s forced 
to the pile? 

Does he sit properly 
when given a collar 

correction? 
Does he readily take the 

back casts?


