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When the pup responds to the 
“here” command without your 
help, use the collar, starting 
with a low intensity and work-
ing up to a higher intensity. 
Next, change the “here” com-
mand to a whistle command. 
Two or three short blasts with 
the whistle followed by a verbal 
“here” will get him to come to 
you as you pull on the long line. 
When he can do this without 
any problems, stimulate him on 
the “here” command. Give the 
pup a come in whistle, stimu-
late, and say “here. “ Blow the 
sit whistle and say “sit” before 
he gets to you. Vary the distance 
when stopping him after the 
“here” command.

When the pup sits reliably 
at a distance, stimulate him on 
the “sit” command. This will be 
much harder. The first time you 
stimulate him on the sit whistle 
at a distance he will probably 
come running to you. Use a low 
level stimulation. If he doesn’t 
sit, take a step towards him, 
reminding him verbally to sit. 
Back up and try again. Increase 
the level of the collar correction 
as he becomes more success-
ful and understands what he 
is supposed to do. Remember 
to do several “here” and “sit” 
commands without stimulation.

By the third week the pup 
should have a good response 
to the collar with little or no 
help with the leash or long 
line. Continue doing “heel” 
and “sit” drills to make sure 
he is responding appropriately. 
Work him at a distance with the 
sit whistle and the “here” com-
mands. His sits should be quick 

and sharp and he should come 
readily on the “here” command 
or the come-in whistle.

Ideally, the pup has main-
tained a good attitude, but 
some dogs will have a less than 
perfect reaction. This doesn’t 
mean they aren’t good retriev-
ers. The goal is to have a dog 
that performs the commands 
with purpose, not begrudg-
ingly. You may not achieve per-
fection, so be content if the dog 
understands what is expected 
of him and can perform in a 
pleasing manner.

DE-BOLTING
If a dog feels enough pres-

sure that he does not under-
stand, attempts at escaping are 
an option that no amount of de-
bolting training will prevent.

When a dog bolts, he feels 
that he has no options and he 
looks for a place to escape. The 
circumstance that causes a dog 
to bolt is often sudden and 
unforeseen. After collar con-
ditioning on basic obedience, 
it is wise to spend a couple of 
days “debolting” your pup. The 
process takes a short time and 
is well worth it.

Work the pup on a long 
line past an open door on the 
vehicle. Do various “heel” and 
“sit” drills around the open 
door. Stimulate on an occa-
sional command as you did in 
the beginning of the introduc-
tion to the collar. If the dog feels 
enough pressure, he will try 
to escape by jumping into the 
vehicle. When he does, pull on 
the long line and collar correct 
him on “here.”

Take the pup to the kennel. 
Leave some of the kennel doors 
open. Work him again on some 
obedience in the kennel area. 
Make him go in and out of the 
kennel run. Command him to 
come to you as he passes the 
open doors. If he ducks in, 
make a collar correction.

By now, your pup has been 
forced to the pile using marbles 
and a sling shot. He has been 
collar conditioned and is now 
ready to be forced to a pile of 
bumpers with the collar. You 
will need the following equip-
ment: a choke chain, an electric 
collar, a long line, marbles and 
a slingshot, a whip, and twenty 
white bumpers.

Mark the pile twice. Keep 
the pup steady. When he returns 
with the second mark, have 
him sit in a remote position. As 
you take the bumper, take hold 
of the long line and toss the 
bumper behind you. Make the 
pup sit straight in front of you. 
Try to get him to make good 
eye contact with you. Dogs 
look away because they don’t 
want to do what’s being asked 
of them. I like to get the dog’s 
attention by popping the long 
line. Sometimes I can catch the 
pup just under the chin with the 
snap of the long line. Pulling on 
the long line also works. Say 
“sit” as you pull.

Hold onto the long line be-
fore each send to keep the pup 
from taking off on his own. 
Don’t worry about which way 
the dog turns when you cast 
him back, but try to give the 
cast that corresponds with the 


