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Chapter  12

 The $41,000 Dog

 “I am thinking seriously 
about buying my own dog,” 
my good friend and long-time 
hunting partner said to me 
out of the corner of his mouth. 
Jim’s elbows were propped on 
the bar, supporting his head, 
apparently to steady his vision 
as he plumbed the deep-amber 
depths of his mug of beer. “In 
fact, I’ve got the basics-like 
breed-pretty well thought out, 
but I need your opinion on 
some details.

 “Don’t take this the wrong 
way,” he continued, pulling his 
eyes away from the mug and 
turning toward me, “but I’m 
getting tired of always hunting 
behind your springers. They do 
a nice Job and all that, but I’ve 
never owned a dog. I think it 
time that I got my own. Know 
what I mean?” 

I assured Jim that I knew 
exactly what he meant, then 
reminded him that I had been 

talking up his owning 
a gun dog for some 
years.

 “ I  know you 
have,” he admitted, 
“and now I’m going 
to do something about 
it. But I’m going with 
an English pointer. 
Flushing dogs, like 
yours, don’t do much 
for me.” 

Jim started oblit-
erating a wet spot 
on the bar, rubbing it 
mindlessly with his 
forefinger, making a 
rhythmic, aggravat-
ing squeak before he 
outlined his thoughts-
such as they were.

 Once he had the 
spot dry and, thank-
fully, squeakless, he said, “I 
plan to get a finished dog, a ma-
ture dog, with all of its training 
in place. I don’t have the time 
or know-how to work a pup or 
even a well-started youngster. 
And I’m not afraid of putting 

some bucks into a good dog. 
So, how about laying out for 
me your best guess of the price 
tag?”

I told him that he was look-
ing at at least $4,000, and more 
likely as high as $6,000 or $7,000, 
for a well-bred, professionally 
finished English pointer from a 
big-name trainer.

“I can do that,” Jim pushed 
in quickly. “Actually, I thought 
I’d have a bit more than that in 
up-front cost.”

 I assured him that he would, 
indeed, have “a bit more than 
that in up-front cost.” I re-
minded him that because he 
had hunted with me for so 
many years, he had absolutely 
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